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marvel of enterprise, ability and progressiveness. 

Twenty years ago, when the American citizen who has just attained his majority was a babe in his 
mother's arms, Omaha was a city of sixteen thousand inhabitants just putting on airs of some importance 
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Thirty years ago when the average merchant and financier was yet a schoolboy Omaha was but a vil- 
' lage of 2,000 inhabitants whose citizens hoped to see a time when they could write their friends in the 
East that they lived in a city of ten thousand people, but who despaired of the good time to come. In 
1890, Omaha was a city of 140,000 inhabitants, with the railway business of the continent centralizing within 
her districts, manufacturing, milling, the development of the arts and sciences in active operation; 
vchurches, schools, institutions of higbe: education; government buildings costing millions, stock yards 
•and packing houses of giant strength, whe best paved streets in the country, unexcelled cable and electric 
xailway systems, a water course that leads to the sea, and all that wealth, art, learning, science or skill 
can bestow. It seems that the recounting of this transformation will appear as incredible as that of Faust. 
If the founders of this city had set out with the instruments of the surveyor to locate a city that would 
be the center of these great United States, they could not have come nearer their object than they did, 
this city being the natural and geographical hub of this nation. It is well denominated the Gate city, 
opening up, as it does, the exhaustless wealth of the mountains and plains to the capital and brains of 
the east, furnishing a market or convenient outlet for the products of the states that have the means of 
supplying every want of the nation; and at the same time opening up a country that will consume the 
products of mills and factories, laboratory and shop; thus equalizing supply and demand and fostering 
the spirit of independence that has made the United States, as a nation, possible. 

The city derives its name from a tribe of Indians who are now almost extinct, but once inhabited this 
district and had their teepees erected on the very land on which the city is built. The term means liter- 
ally "above all others on a stream," and as even the red man was endowed with the faith that makes all 
things possible, the city has become the gem of the great Missouri river, and is destined to be **the 
metropolis of the trans- Missouri River region." An advantage of location possessed by this city alone is 
that it is central in the strictest sense of the term. Its sustenance is not drawn from any one region nor 
dependent upon any one manufacturing line or geographical or natural feature, but has the grain regions 
of the Northwest, the fruit of the Southwest, the agriculture of the Middle west, and the gold, silver and 
wool of the great west to pay tribute to her. The great Rocky mountain chain is passable only by way of 
Arizona or Wyoming, the former leads through the arid desert to the health resorts of California, the 
latter opens up the riches of Utah, Montana, Idaho, Washington and Oregon and all the com.merce of the 
Pacific Coast, which is drawn to Omaha as a loadstone by reason of the centralizmg of the great trans- 
continental railway systems at this point. The territory tributary to Omaha is now populated with three 
millions of people, who are the most thrifty, energetic and progressive of those who have achieved the 
results that cause the world to marvel. 

EARLY HISTORY. 

The history of Omaha is so identified with that of the state that it is necessary to go back to the 
beginning which in this case, is not very far. Nebraska is part of the territory acquired by the United 
States by what is known as the Louisiana purchase which was efifected in 1803, when the French govern- 
ment sold all the region that had been acquired by them from Spain to the United States. No settlements 
were made however, until 1810 when the American Fur Company established a trading post at Belleville 
a point between Omaha and Plattsmouth. Previous to this the only persons in this region were the 
French traders who penetrated all of the region tributary to the Missouri river in search of furs and pelts. 
These men were true pioneers. They originally came as far north as St. Louis with Laclede, then up the 
Missouri until they had penetrated into the very heart of the prairie country, but their business was 
simply bartering with the Indians, consequently no settlements were made by them so far north. In 1834 
the Baptist church established a mission at this point which was shortly afterward abandoned. 

In 1842 General Fremont the "Pathfinder" passed through this section with his exploring expedition, 
but did not seem impressed with any part of the section from the tenor of the reports made which charac- 
terize it as arid and being so impregnated with alkali as to be nearly worthless and not susceptible of 
profitable cultivation. These same explorers and others also considered the rainfall as being too 
meager to furnish sufficient moisture for the cultivation of crops. 

This seems like a strange estimate of the value of this section, which produces the finest corn crop 
in the world: the very land traversed by these people having yielded as high as fifty \,o sixty bushels of 
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developement of the state however, as none of them settled within its borders. In 1848 old Fort 
Kearney was established at what is now known as Nebraska City, and the next year, 1849, great activity 
was displayed in the passage of prospectors to the recently discovered gold fields of California; the great 
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majority that went to that coi\ntry passed overland by this route, and thousands went to the newly dis- 
covered fields, passing over this rich agricultural section which so impressed them at the time that they 
later returned to this state and became permanent residents. But all this time the district remained practi- 
cally unsettled, the missionaries and fur traders being the only residents other than the Indians, until the 
passage of the Kansas and Nebraska Bill, May 30, 1854. This act designated Nebraska as all that por- 
tion of the Louisiana purchase west of the Missouri river and Minnesota, embracing 351,558 square miles. 
The first Governor of Nebraska was Francis Burt of South Carolina, who was appointed by President 
Pierce. The Secretary appointed was Thomas B. Cuming of Iowa, who became acting governor in 
October, 1854, on the death of Governor Burt, who reached Belleville in greatly impaired health on the 
6th of October, 1854, and died on the i8th of the same month. The first legislative assembly, of 
the newly organized territory was held at Omaha on the i6th day of January, 1855, ^"^ ^h*s brings 
us to the period of the founding of Omaha. The population of Nebraska in 1855 was 4,494, in i860 it has 
increased to 28,841. In 1870 it was 122,993 and in 1880, 450,402 while the census of 1890 gave the mar- 
velous total of 1,058,910, an advance that seems almost incredible when we 
consider that this has all been achieve *neration; that where these beau- 
tiful buildings stand, and throughoi egion dotted by the homes of 
wealthy farmers who own millions < 5 worth of cattle and raise corn 
enough to feed a nation, a generatic e buffalo roamed free and almost 
unmolested, and only four thou- sand people occupied the state, 
less than live in some wards of this city. The population of 
the territory began to increase rapidly after its organization in 
1854, and everything seemed to combine to add to the influx 
of people to this region. In 1858 and 1859 the discoveries 
of gold in Colorado brought thousands through this section, 
who soon after returned from the wild camps, to their natural 
employment as tillers of the soil I and settled in this state or Kan- 



sas, as offering the greatest ad- \ vantages for profitable farming. 

The enabling act for the ad- mission of Nebraska into the 

Union, as a state, was passed by Congress in 1864, but the 

legislature did not take any ac- tion toward the organization of 

a state government until 1866. The territorial legislature sub- 

mitted a form of constitution to ^/^ the people this year, which was 

ratified June 21, 1866. It was ( ^ soon after this that Congress 

passed a bill for the admission \/ of Nebraska to the Union as a 

state; but the act was never 7^ signed by President Johnson; 

and when another bill was passed in January, 1867, this 

was vetoed by President Johnson, on the ground that the territory was insufficiently populated, that 
the proceedings attending the framing of the constitution did not conform to the requirements of the 
enabling act; and that the constitution contained conditions not contained in that act. The Senate 
passed the bill over the President's veto February 8, 1867, and on February 9th the house did the same 
thing; and on March, ist 1867 President Johnson proclamed the admission of Nebraska as a state into 
the Union. 

FOUNDING OF THE CITY. 

As soon as it was understood that Nebraska was to be opened up as a Territory settlers prepared 
to rush in and claim the most desirable lands and establish a town site. As early as May, 1853, 
many of these crossed the river from Council Bluffs, expecting to plant a town at once, but learning 
that the Indian title had not been settled as yet, they returned and ^waited a more opportune time; 
this came in February, 1854, when by a treaty with the Indians the title was perfected and the foun- 
ders of this great center crossed the river, and began active operations for the upbuilding of a city 
that was to be known the world over for its commercial advantages, financial strength, progressive 
citizens and geographical advantages. 
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Among the first settlers were A. D. Jones, who became first postmaster; Dr. Geo. L. Miller, the 
first physician ; A. J. ,Poppleton, the first attorney; and A. J. Hanscom, the first speaker. It is a 
remarkable thing to record that these founders of a city of 140,000 inhabitants are all living to-day, 
and enjoying the fruits of their labors in affluence and accumulated honors. 

In this year the first Omaha newspaper was published, the printing having been done at Council 
Bluffs. It was called the " Arrow," and was edited by J. W. Pattison. 

We desire to quote an effusion (or shall we now say prophecy?) written by Mr. Pattison, which 
seemed wild in its extravagance at the time, but has been verified in less than a generation. He 
wrote " Last night we slept in our sanctum; the starry decked heaven for a ceiling and mother earth 
for a flooring. It was a glorious night, and we were tired from the day's election. 

"Far away on different portions of the prairie, glimmered the camp fires of our neighbors, the 
Pawnees, Omahas, or that noble and too often unappreciated class of our own people known as 
pioneers or squatters. ♦ » ♦ 

" The night stole on and we, in the most comfortable manner in the world, crept between art and 
nature — our blankets and buffalo — to sleep, and perchance, to dream. To dream-land we went. 
The busy hum of business from factories and the varied branches of mechanism from Omaha reached 
our ears. The incessant rattle of innumerable drays over the paved streets, the steady tramp of ten 
thousand of an animated, enterprising population; the hoarse orders fast issued from the crowd of 
steamers upon the levee, loading with the rich products of the State of Nebraska, and unloading the 
fruits, .spices, and products of other climes, greeted our ears. Far away toward the setting sun came 
telegraph dispatches of improvements, progress and moral advancement upon the Pacific coast. 
Cars full freighted with teas, silks, etc., were arriving from thence and passing across the stationary 
channel of the Missouri River with lightning speed, hurrying on to the Atlantic seaboard. The third 
express train on the Council Bluffs and Galveston Railroad came thundering by us with a shrill whistle 
that brought us to our feet, knife in hand. 

" We rubbed our eyes, looked into the darkness beyond to see the flying trains. They had van- 
ished, and the shrill second neigh of our lariated horses gave indication of a danger near. The 
hum of business in and around the city had vanished, and the same rude camp fires were before us. " 

Pattison has gone and the ** Arrow " ceased to prophecy, but the dream has more than been 
realized. 

During the war period, Omaha, the youngest city, responded promptly to the call of the President 
for troops, and in a snort time the first regiment of Nebraska Cavalry was organized here. In addi- 
tion a battalion, known as Curtis* Horse, which consisted of four companies, mostly recruited in 
Omaha, was consolidated with the Fifth Iowa Cavalry. During the rebellion these troops achieved 
-high rank and honor. For some time after the war had closed the growth of Omaha was very sluggish, 
But the advent of the Union Pacific Railroad, on which the first ground was broken Dec. i, 
1863, caused a material increase. The government census of 1880 accorded Omaha a population of 
16,083, and in 1880 the; same census returns showed that the city had a population of 29,678. It was 
not until 1882, however, that the great advantages of Omaha became fully appreciated, and with this 
awakening to the possibilities, there daWned an era of unexampled prosperity. The natural advan- 
tages of the city attracted the attention of investors, manufacturers, business men, artisans and 
speculators all over the country, and it is estimated that the population this year increased to 47,106 
persons. The growth was steady and rapid, and in 1885 the Nebraska census gave the city a popula- 
tion of 61,853 persons. The great boom years, however, were considered as occurring in 1887 and 
1888, the population in 1887 being 85,165, and that of 1888, 110,167; this is remarkable and 
attracted the attention of the whole world to this city. Letters were written by those who had settled 
here to friends in all sections of the world, and Omaha sprung from a city of comparative obscurity 
into one of the greatest prominence, whose possibilities, were rightly regarded as unexcelled in the 
great West, the country of possibilities. While this was called boom period, subsequent develop- 
ments have gone to show that the 'great increase was due to the concentration of the great advantages 
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of this entire region in Omaha as a center. This' is made manifest by reference to the number of 
inhabitants in the years 1889 and 1890, the estimated population of 1889 being 116,397, and that of 
1890, United States census, 140,452 persons, an increase of 24,000, or 21 per cent. We here insert a 
comparison of Omaha with her principal Western competitors which we take from the Board of Trade 
publication. 

Comparative rank and population in twenty years — 1870-1890: 

Rank. 1870. 1890. Per cent, of Increase. 

1. Kansas City, Mo 32,260 132,416 310 

2. St. Paul 20,030 I33,i5<5 5<54 

3. Omaha 16,083 140,452 767 

4. Minneapolis 13,066 164,700 1160 

5. Denver 4j759 106,670 2141 

Comparative rank and population in ten years — 1 870-1 880: 

Rank. 1870. 1880. Per cent, of Increase. 

1. Kansas City, Mo 32,260 55^7^5 79 

2. Minneapolis 13,066 46,877 258 

3. St. Paul 20,030 41,473 ^07 

4. Denver 4,759 35,629 648 

5. Omaha 16,033 30,518 ' 89 

Comparative rank and population in ten years — 1880-1890: 

Rank. 1880. 1890. Per cent, of Increase. 

1. Minneapolis 46,887 164,700 250 

2. Omaha 30,518 140,452 360 

3. St. Paul 41,473 133,159 222 

4. Kansas City, Mo 55,7^5 132,416 137 

5. Denver 35,629 106,670 200 

The principal feature of these tables will be seen. In twenty years Kansas City has fallen from 
first to fourth place; St. Paul, from second to third. Minneapolis rose from fourth to first, and Omaha 
from third to second. Denver holds the same rank as in 1870. 

In the past ten years the changes, especially with Omaha, have been still greater. Kansas City 
has fallen from first to fourth place, St. Paul has held its own at third. Minneapolis has risen from 
second to first, and Omaha from fifth to second. Denver has fallen 'from fourth to fifth place. 

In twenty years Denver shows the greatest percentage increase, with Minneapolis next. From 
1870 to 1880 Omaha was contending with hostile interests and grasshopper raids in Nebraska. 
During this period the city had no trade with Colorado. This accounts for her small percentage of 
increase. It will be seen for the past ten years, Omaha, St. Paul and Kansas City show an increased 
percentage over 1870-80, while that of Minneapolis and Denver has declined, an evidence that these 
two cities are nearing their maximum of growth. Omaha shows the greatest comparative growth 
between 1880-90 than anyone of the ^^t, cities. In advancing from fifth to second it is crowding 
Minneapolis closely for first place in 1900. In 1880 Minneapolis was nearly fifty-four per cent, 
larger than Omaha. In 1890 the difference between Omaha and Minneapolis is only eighteen per 
cent, in favor of the latter. If both cities increase by 1900 at one-half their percentage in the past 
ten years, Minneapolis will have 370,575, and Omaha 389,277 souls. By this rule it is easy to deter- 
mine that Omaha will stand at the head. The territory of Minneapolis is circumscribed, that of 
Omaha is unlimited in extent and development. 

We have called attention to the fact that Omaha is the most centrally located city of the United 
States, and it has been denominated the Great City by reason of its favorable location. It furnishes 
an either ready market or a convenient outlet of the Central and extreme Western states, Kansas, 
Colorado, Wyoming, Nevada, Montana and Utah, New Mexico and Arizona, and it may be said 
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that even the states of the Pacific coast find an outlet to the great markets of the East through Omaha, 
while the great state of Nebraska, the corn producer, finds here a most convenient point for the 
marketing of her product. 

CHARACTERISTIC ADVANTAGES. 

There are always certain advantages that characterize a city in its strength and a number of 

g- 
or 




jl I V V X,^]*;;^ business. In reference to Omaha it is a fact that it is 
one of the most healthful cities in the United States 
with financial, business, educational, religious and social advantages 
lof the higbj83t order. The temperature as described by the signal service is equable, having a dry, 
salubrious atmosphere, with a small percentage of cloudiness and a large percentage of sunshine. 
In respect to healthfulness Omaha will compare favorably with the most delightful spots in this 
country. It is located on the same parallel with Philadelphia and the broad expanse of prairie 
surrounding it gives it pure bracing air, while it is drained perfectly by the Missouri river, and has 
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all the advantages gained by an abundant rainfall, and the best possible sanitation makes it one of 
the most healthful and most desirable places of residence in this country. It is notable that some 
forms of pulmonary disease readily yield to the climatic influences of Omaha and vicinity, while no 
particular disease is generated here, and epidemics are unknown. It has been shown by the census 
taken recently that Nebraska has the smallest percentage of illiteracy in the Union, and this fact 
taken together with its superior school system, numerous churches, and all such social advantages as 
libraries, clubs, etc., goes to show that this is one of the most delightful centers of civilization. The 
territory tributary to Omaha is one of the most productive in the known world ; the great corn region 
of Nebraska has become justly celebrated as the greatest extant, and in 1889 the country tributary 
to Omaha, produced 357,639,000 bushels of corn valued at $67,311,488; during the same year this 
country produced 55,821,000 bushels of wheat valued at $34,330,738. This seems phenomenal and it 
is hardly creditable that the value of these two cereals should be over $100,000,000. If we took into 
account the oats, barley and other small grains that are raised in this same region, the aggregate 
would be enlarged fully $80,000,000. 

With the abundant capital possessed by the banks of this city there is no reason why every 
bushel of grain raised in this country tributary to Omaha should not be handled by the grain dealers 
of this city; and as soon as a warehouse and. grain inspection law is established this will be brought 
to pass, and the business transactions of this city will swell to astonishing proportions. The manu- 
facturing advantages and those for the handling of an immense jobbing trade, the finances and the 
railroad business will be taken up in their turn, and the description of each will show this to be the 
western city of all others, possessed of the richest and ripest facilities in these lines. 

THE SCHOOL SYSTEM OF OMAHA. 

There is not another city in the United States that can equal Omaha in the advantages offered to 
the youth of either sex for the securing of a liberal education, when size and population are taken 
into consideration. The founders of the city wisely considered this important subject in the early 
days of Omaha and profiting by the experience of the older cities, laid the foundation for a school 
system that would be second to none in the world, and one that would be equipped with all the facil- 
ities enjoyed by the older institutions that have been secured by them only after long years of 
laborious effort and experiment. The School Board of Omaha is non-partisan, and consists of fifteen 
elected members. The funds to meet the expenses of the school are derived mainly from the revenue 
from liquor licenses and police court fines, which is a wise provision made by Nebraska High License 
Law. The sum each year received from the apportionment fund of the state from the sale and leasing 
of state school land, is a handsome one; and the revenue derived is therefore so large as to make 
school expense very light upon the tax payer as far as direct taxation is concerned. It is an interest- 
ing feature of the school statistics of the West to note that the average expenditure for each inhabi- 
tant of the leading Western states is almost double the expenditure for each inhabitant in the Middle 
States, and is about hv^ times that made in the Southern States, the proportion of children who 
attend school being higher than in any other part of the country. There are 39 schools in Omaha, 
and 4 in South Omaha and in all there are employed over 300 teachers. Nowhere are teachers paid 
so well as in this city the salaries ranging from $500 per year in the lowest grade to $2,600 per year in 
the High School. In Omaha private schools are not patronized as well as in other cities owing to the 
excellence of the public school system; however there are several very excellent private schools 
located here, and a number of institutions of high standing are supported by the churches. The most 
notable of these Church schools is Creighton College which has been liberally endowed by the late 
Edward Creighton, and since his death has been nobly sustained by John A. Creighton, John A. 
McShane, and other relatives. This college is devoted exclusively to the education of boys, and is 
under the supervision of the learned order of Jesuits. Each year the curriculum of this college is 
being extended, and the branches taught comprise everything necessary to the education of our youth. 
The college building is a very large and most substantial one and the grounds on which it is located 
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are sufficiently large to admit of the erection of a wing on either side as was provided for in the 
original design. An astronomical observatory has been erected recently, and contains a full com- 
plement of scientific instruments, including a very large telescope, all of which were donated by 
Mr. John A. Creighton. In addition to the college building a handsome church edifice has been 
erected which constitutes an important part of their recent improvements. In addition to this college 
there are several schools maintained by the Catholic Church, namely, St. Catherines Academy, the 
Academy of the Sacred Heart, and other institutions devoted to either sex or both, all being sustained 
with that generosity and liberality for which the Catholic Church is noted. Creighton College has a 
splendid library of some 7000 volumes and the Diocesan library in the bishop's house located on Park 
Place, adjoining the Academy of the Sacred Heart, contains 6,000 volumes for the use of the pupils 
of that institution. 

Among other sectarian schools the most prominent and successful is that known as Brownell 
Hall, which is under the direction of Canon Doughefty, of the Episcopal church. This school has a 
new and commodious building equipped in the most elegant manner. This school is a noted one for 
young ladies and girls, and is patronized by pupils from all parts of* this and adjacent states. Last 
year's report on the public schools will give an idea'of their extent and popularity. The value of the 
public school buildings is now estimated to be as follows: Brick buildings, $565,200, and frame 
buildings $43,950, making a total of $609,250. The receipts during the past year for school purposes 
were $372,978.67 and the expenditures for all purposes were $344,394, leaving a balance in the treas- 
ury of $28,584.20. During this year there were enrolled 13,279 and the daily attendance was 9,095. 
The management of the public schools of .Omaha is vested in a Board of Education, which consists of 
fifteen members, five of whom are elected at large on the first Monday in June each year. One of the 
greatest features of our school system is the High School which has risen to a proud eminence under 
the able principalshipof Professor Homer P. Lewis. This school has the distinction of having its 
graduates admitted into the first universities of the country without further examination, and it is 
pleasing to note that the graduating class from the high school has increased in eight years from 
three pupils to fifty. The superintendent of the public schools is Mr. H. M. James, a gentleman of 
rare executive qualities and one who has contributed much to the high standing of our institutions of 
learning. Through his influence corporeal punishment has been practically abolished, and the disci- 
pline of the schools by mild yet firm methods, has been greatly improved, and tardiness has. been 
reduced to a minimum. 

CHURCHES. 

Next to the public school system of the city, the intelligence and character of the people can best 
be judged by the number of church organizations that are sustained. And certainly if Omaha is to 
be judged from a moral standpoint, and by the number and costliness of her churches, then she will 
bear comparison with any other city of the country. To those who have been familiar with the his- 
tory of Omaha during the past fifteen years it seems almost incredible that the few inferior buildings 
that were used as places of worship, could have been replaced by so many magnificent and costly 
structures in so short a time. A short time ago, only the largest and strongest denominations were 
represented here at all, but now, every creed is represented, each having at least one important 
church building, while many of the denominations have several. Among the most imposing edifices 
we particularly note. Trinity Cathedral, Episcopalian, which is built of white stone and is an elegant 
specimen of Gothic architecture. The Kountze English Lutheran Church which has been recently 
renovated is another elegant edifice, and the First Congregational Church is one of the largest and 
most popular, being furnished with ampitheatrical seats. The United Presbyterians have recently 
erected a handsome brick and stone church which contains all modern improvements and conven- 
iences, the building being of chaste and imposing architecture. 

It is located at the corner of Emmett and Twenty-first streets. This church will seat about 500 peo- 
ple comfortably and cost about $25,000. One of the finest houses of worship in the West is the new First 
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erected a fine brick church at the corner of Nineteenth and Lathrop streets. The basement was used 
by the congregation as a place of worship until recently; but the church has now been completed and 
is finished most beautifully in the interior; it will seat in the main auditorium about 450 and it has 
cost $25,000. 

The Baptists of the city have been negotiating for the erection of a large edifice five stories in 
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height; which they propose to build on their old lot, after the plan of Tremont Temple, of Boston; 
this building will cost $150,000. The Castellar street Presbyterian Church has lately erected a neat 
and commodious church at a cost of $10,000, the whole being entirely free from debt. This is notable 
when it is taken into consideration that this oi^anization is only three years old and began with six 
members. Omaha has in all 99 church organizations including the Mission Churches. They are 
divided among the varions denominations as follows: The Baptists have twelve; Catholics, ten; 
Christians, two; Congregational ists, ten; Episcopal, ten; Jewish, three; Latter Day Saints, one; 



Lutheran, fourteen; Methodists, sixteen; Presbyterians, seventeen; Adventists, one; Unitarian, one; 
Universal ist, one; City Missions, one. There is great unity of spirit manifested by these denomi- 
nations in all the various branches of church* work, and whenever a charitable object is to be obtained 
or a special need arises all sectarian differences are laid aside and none but the best of Christian 
feeling prevails. In fact, the denominational names of -the churches in Omaha are about the only 
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distinguishing line that can be found when it comes to the question of practical Christian life or 
charity. The city is the home of some of the best known and most able pulpit, orators and 
scholars of this country. The Catholics suffered a great loss in the death of Bishop O'Connor, but 
his successor the Reverend Bishop Scannell, has taken up his mantle and fills the position with great 
credit to his church and honor to this community. Bishop Newman of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, is one of the best known pulpit orotors in the country; he will be remembered as the pastor 
and intimate friend of General Grant, and it was largely due to his influence that the general confer- 
ence of the Methodist Episcopal Church, which has just adjourned after having spent a month in this 
city, was brought here. Its influence was very beneficial and the presence of the delegates has left a 
pleasant remembrance of the strength of that great denomination in the minds of our people. 
Bishop Worthington of the Episcopal Church also resides in Omaha and is well beloved both by the 
members of his own denomination and the community at large. In addition to these celebrated men, 
such well known preachers as Dr. Duryea, late of Boston, and recognized as one of the most 
scholarly and eloquent divines in the country, and the Reverends Harsha and Savidge are prominent 
in their denominations. The Reverend Newton Mann, who for twenty years was an honored pastor 
in Rochester, N. Y., is another orator; scholar and thinker of marked distinction. The Presbyterians 
have opened an hospital during the past year and the Methodist churches are preparing to follow in 
the same course. 

The Young Men's Christian Association is one of the most stable, moral and educational 
institutions of our city and is well patronized and highly popular. This Association has erected a 
handsome five story building on the corner of Sixteenth and Douglas streets. This building is built of 
cut stone and is elegant in all of its appointments. It is equipped in the most elegant manner and 
has a gymnasium, library, swimming pool and schoolrooms, besides the ordinary reading rooms, 
parlors and conversation rooms. A very large and well appointed auditorium is used for public 
gatherings and a number of firms are accommodated with offices in this building. The Young Men's 
Christian Association has more than one thousand active workers in its ranks and these young men 
are of the highest standing in our city. The association is developing rapidly and in a most flattering 
manner. The educational departments are among the most successful and most satisfactory of the 
many features of this association. The gymnasium has turned out many athletes in wrestling, running 
foot ball that any college might be proud to recognize. It speaks well for the association and the 
young men of Omaha, when it is noted that the general daily average attendance at the gymnasium has 
been about one hundred, and a plan is now on foot to organize a junior department wherein the boys 
may be instructed in such a manner as to devolop them physically as well as intellectually. Among 
the new instructors are Professor M. G. Rohrbough, teacher of bookkeeping and penmanship; 
Professor Lee G. Kratz, Music; Professor H. L, Day, German. Elocution is also a popular branch 
taught at the rooms. The officers and directors of the association are: William Fleming, president, 
W. H. Russell, treasurer; Charles E. Williamson, recording secretary; John M. Hazelton, acting 
general secretary ; T. J. Hollander and O. D. Heissenbuttel, assistants; W. S. Sheldon, physical 
director and F. C. Brookner, assistant. 

LIBRARIES. 

One of the greatest social advantages that can be enjoyed by a city is the existence of well 
regulated libraries. In this Omaha is particularly fortunate and her citizens have good reasons to be 
proud of the public and private collections to be found here. All who have a taste for literature or 
who are seeking education or entertainment, have cause for congratulation over the thousands of 
volumes that are placed at their disposal. There are but few cities. East or West, having the same 
population as Omaha, that can boast of a better selected library or one that contains more volumes in 
its catalogue. The Omaha Public Library is an institution that is a credit to this community, and it 
is liberally sustained, and taken together with the churches and schools completes the argument in 
favor of Omaha as a place of residence. The library reading rooms are sustained by an appropriation 
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of $20,000 per annum made by the city. This liberal donation keeps the shelves well supplied with 
the latest works of fiction, travel, history, science and art, and also enables the directors to provide 
the latest periodicals, books of reference, and newspapers for the tables of the reading room. There 
are about 20,000 volumes of sundry literature on the shelves of the library. It is proposed to house 
this library in the new City Hall when it shall have been completed. The hours to the public are 
from 9 A. M. to 6 p. m. during the week and on Sundays from 12 m. until 7 p. m. No books are 
allowed to be taken out on Sunday, the reading room only being kept open. The qfficers of the 
library are as follows: President, A. J. Poppleton; Secretary, L. S. Reed; Vice-president, William 
Wallace. The book committee consists of Miss E. Poppleton, Mrs. R. C. Mcintosh and W. S. Curtis. 
Jessie Allen is the librarian and the assistant librarians are Maggie A. O'Brien, Blanche A. Allen, 
Edith Tobitt, Feodora Burstall. In addition to the public library there is a Law Library, located in 
the New York Life Insurance building. This library now contains 8,500 volumes; quite recently it 
has had an addition of 1,500 volumes and all the leading English and American periodicals. The 
volumes that have been added are principally Law Reports that were not published when the library 
was originally put in. The Omaha Bar Library Association has been incorporated under the Nebraska 
laws* It has most of the leading lawyers and judges of this district for its members and its shelves 
contain 3,000 volumes of reports that were not generally possessed by individual lawyers or law firms. 
The association is entirely out of debt and has a large surplus of money in its treasury which will be 
used to enlarge the number of books upon its shelves. The Creighton College Library is a collection 
of rare and choice literary works as well as educational textbooks and works of reference. Its shelves 
now contain about 7,000 volumes, and it is liberally patronized by the students of the institution with 
which it is connected. In addition to the above there are many private collections in Omaha that are 
of superior character and considerable magnitude, and the Masonic and Odd Fellows orders have very 
acceptable collections at their headquarters. The Swedish, Danish and Bohemian societies have each 
very fine libraries which are well patronized and augmented year by year. It is but right that we 
mention while considering this subject the collections of books in the libraries of each of the Sunday 
Schools of this city. These books are above the average in merit, and reflect the highest credit upon 
those who had the selecting of them. 

ART MATTERS. 

The subject of art is one that has attracted a great deal of attention in Omaha, and has been 
fostered by the liberal donations and patronage of some of Omaha's leading citizens. Possibly the 
leading patron of art in the West is the Hon. Geo. W. Lininger, who has possibly the finest and most 
extensive collection of paintings and statuary to be found in the West, and certainly there is no man 
in the world who displays better taste in the selection and arrangement of beautiful works of art. Mr. 
Lininger deserves the highest commendation for his liberality and progressiveness; and while his 
collection is a private one Mr. Lininger, actuated by public spirited impulse, has thrown his gallery 
open to students and visitors. His collection forms one of the chief attractions of the city and the 
student in art has here an opportunity for inspecting some of the most celebrated paintings by artists 
of great renown throughout the world. His gallery has a steady stream of visitors who appreciate the 
exhibition and gladly avail themselves of the opportunity that is offered for study here. The result 
of Mr. Lininger's effort in behalf of the cultivation of art in Omaha has resulted in the awakening of 
great interest, and it is expected that his efforts will shortly result in the establishment of an art 
gallery here that will be a credit to this or any other city. 

WATER SUPPLY. 

The water supply of a great city is one of the most important features for consideration, as upon 
it depends the health, both of the individual and the community, and also protection against fire, 
etc. Omaha has just cause for being proud of the excellent system of water supply that has been 
developed by careful and far sighted city officials. The system is one of the most complete in the West 
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and combines both the direct and the gravity pressure systems. The works were originally constructed 
in i88i, and hav^ been largely increased in efficiency and size, until they now have a combined 
pumping capacity of 88,000,000 gallons of water per diem. The plant is owned and operated by the 
American Water Works Company, which has a capital of $3,000,000. The plant of pumping appar- 
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situated on Walnut Hill at an elevation of 310 feet above the river. From these reservoirs 
the water is distributed through mains, to the lower sections of the city by the gravity attained 
through this elevation. The higher ground of the city is supplied by a direct pressure system, 
which also supplies the force necessary in case of fire. The arrangement of the works is admir- 
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objectionable color. At the source of supply the water is taken from the 

river into two inlet chambers, thirty feet square, built water tight and provided with double screens. 

To protect these inlets and the banks of the river from encroachments of the stream, which so 

frequently plays havoc with any masonry on its banks, a system of projecting jetties and revertments 

of stone and brush have been erected. These have a foundation upon the rock bed of the river and 

are of a very substantial nature. The water, taken in at the inlets, passes through to the pumping 

station, where it is thrown into a series of five settling basins, by an AUis low service pumping 

engine, having a daily capacity of 15,000,000 gallons. These settling basins are on an average of 325 

feet square and 30 feet deep, and have a settling capacity of 90,000,000 gallons. These basins are 

most substantially built, the inner slopes being lined with concrete, and finished with Portland 

cement. The vertical sides are retained by stone walls which are three feet in thickness and are 

covered with Bedford Stone Coping. From the last basin in the series, the water flows down toward 
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the pumping station through the entire series, through overflow wiers between each basin. These 
wiers are provided with projecting iron plates which break the current of the water and expose the* 
thin sheet to a current of air underneath: this process of aeration being repeated thirty times. The* 
water having gone through this process reaches the last or clear water basin, when it is distributed"' 
by a large Gaskill pumping engine having a capacity of 15,000,000 gallons daily to the city throughi 
a thirty-six inch main. These settling basins are so arranged as to admit of their being used inde- 
pendently, and are cleansed by a system of large sewers connected with mud valves in the bottom of 
the basins. The pumping station is a very handsome structure, being two stories in height and built 
of blue sandstone. It has an artistic tower, five stories high, midway in the front elevation. The 
interior of the bnilding is also elegant, and finished in a handsome manner. There is ample space fot 
the machinery and every accommodation for engineers, assistants and machinists. The plant includes- 
a fine electric light plant, and power is generated in a battery of six vertical boilers. The water works^ 
system includes 115 miles of mains, and has 1,300 fire plugs connected with it, so that disastrous^ 
conflagarations are unknown in Omaha. The main settling reservoirs at Florence have a capacity of 
100,000,000 gallons and the high pressure reservoir on Walnut Hill has a capacity of 20,000,000 
gallons. The daily consumption of water for manufacturing and domestic purposes is about 15,000,- 
000 gallons. Improvements are being constantly made and an idea of the extent of these, to keep 
pace with the rapid growth of the city, may be had from a reference to the work done in 1890 which 
cost $300,000. This, year eight miles of mains were laid, and an average of 250 persons were 
employed throughout the year, the salaries being $300,000. 

People unacquainted with the peculiarities of the Missouri River water are led to imagine that it 
is full of impurities, and it may be of interest to note that this water, despite its muddy appearance, 
is proved by scientific research and practical experience to be almost wholly free from any foreign 
matter, and about as pure as any water to be had. A careful analysis made by Prof. Victor C. Vaughan, 
director' of the Michigan State observatory of hygiene, at Ann Arbor gave the following results: The 
water being taken from the hydrant without any filteration, it contains per gallon .0019 grains of free 
ammonia, .0056 of albumenoid ammonia, .4665 of chlorine, a distinct trace of nitretes, and 18 hardness 
per Clark's scale. This water was one of ten samples examined and recommended, the Missouri 
River water above all other samples. Many people who have used Missouri River water prefer it to 
any other, and the city physicans have urged the abandonment of all wells throughout the city. 

PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS. 

There is no city in the West where more attention has been given to the improvement of public 
property, in such a manner as to make the place attractive, and filled with all conveniences which faciW 
itate trade and conduce to public comfort, than Omaha. This work has been carried on without inter- 
mission ever since 1882, when the city first began to advance with rapidity and attract the attention of the 
outside world. The work has been carried on on a grand scale, and has progressed more vigorously 
than that of any other Western city. Since 1882, or during the last decade, the city has expended about 
$8,000,000 in carrying out the elaborate plans for so improving the city as to make it a model of Western 
enterprise. As may be surmised this has resulted in a revolution in the appearance of Omaha, and has 
made it so superior and advanced that it has attracted millions of capital, and thousands of home- 
seekers. However, great as these improvements are, and with all the benefit resulting therefrom, they 
have only kept pace with the absolute needs ot this developing city, and the council is constantly be- 
sieged with applications for improvements of all kinds. Some interesting figures in connection with 
this work may not be amiss at this place. Omaha possesses 61.19 niiles of pavement, which has cost 
about $3,700,000. We here append a table showing the amount of each kind of pavement laid to date; 

Cypress block, total number of miles 5 .35 Asphalt, total number of miles ^5 • 74 

Cedar block, total number of miles. ...19.61 Brick, total number of miles, 2 . 90 



Stone, total number of miles 1 7 • 59 



Total length of pavement, miles, 61.19 
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The following table shows the expenditure year by year: — 

1883 $ 268,948.40 1888 1,000,464.89 

1884 435,406.78 1889 52 1,632.07 

1885 ^ : 170,765.96 1890 506,480.00 



1886 383,065.74 

1887 401,669.05 $1,689,432.01 

There has been much grading done, and the streets besides being the best paved in America, are 
broad and beautiful. An idea of the extent and rapidity with which the work is done may be gleaned, 
from the fact that in 1888 the city had 504,469 cubio yards of grading done which cost $97,000, and 
in I889, 1,125,000 cubic yards of grading were completed. Of grading in 1888, thirty miles cost 
$127,000,500, and in 1889 about twenty-three miles were completed. The material used for curbing, 
is principally Colorado sandstone, and that from Borea, Ohio, both of excellent quality. 

In 1888 the city had laid 9,631 square yards of asphalt pavement; of Colorado sandstone 93,083- 
of Sioux Falls granite 41,064, of cedar blocks 196,035, and of cypress 128,618, making a total of 468,- 
434 square yards. To this remarkable showing there are added, in 1889, twelve miles more of pave- 
ment, and to the close of 1890 the work had been so carried on as to give the city a total of 62,000,- 
000 square yards of paved streets. We have mentioned the fact that the city is one of the best arranged 
for sanitation in the country. The gentle slope of the hills gives it an excellent drainage, and the sew- 
erage has been made in the most scientific and practical manner. The city has now about seventy miles 
of sewerage, brick and pipe, and it is a remarkable fact that Omaha is one of the most healthful cities 
in the world. The public improvements are conducted by what is known as " The Board of Public 
Works," which is composed of gentlemen of the highest business standing, who have given the welfare 
of the city their closest attention. 

The streets of Omaha are well lighted, and remarkable for their cleanliness, gas lights, extending 
to the remotest parts of the city, are kept lighted all through the night, and in the business portion elec- 
tric lights give a brilliant illumination. 

The city has an excellent telephone service, with about 1500 subscribers in the city limits, and an 
out-of-town service which extends throughout a radius of 100 miles, taking in Council Bluffs, and ad- 
jacent cities. 

So rapid has been the growth of Omaha that at first the necessity of providing breathing places 
for the populace was overlooked, and not until recently was the necessity of a complete park system 
fully appreciated. • It is true that the people had Fort Omaha, a delightful spot, and the terminus of a 
broad avenue. Yet it is only a garrison given up to a regiment of United States troops. Here the band 
belonging to the fort, discourses sweet music in the open air, on summer evenings, and the people de- 
light to visit this place; but every city needs to have parks that will be pleasure grounds of a permanent 
character. The parks of Omaha are under the control of a park commission, which consists of five 
representative men, thoroughly experienced by reason of extensive travel or study. This commission 
was created by the legislature of Nebraska, in 1889, and a fund of $53,000 was provided for the be- 
ginning portion. This fund to be raised from taxes called "park taxes.*' The* work of this commis- 
sion has been commendable, and already many spots of unattractive appearance have been converted 
into places of great beauty. Jefferson Square, which was for many years an eye-sore, has been laid out 
in attractive landscape manner, and greatly beautified. Hanscome Park has been greatly improved, and 
a strong incentive has been given to the creation of an elaborate park system, which is being fostered 
by several generous property owners who have donated large tracts of land to that end. The magnif- 
icent boulevards and parks will be a featnre of attractive nesss that will distinguish Omaha in the future. 
Since the organization of the park commission the celebrated landscape architect, Cleveland, has been 
engaged to prepare designs, and other improvements to beautify Omaha. In this connection it is with 
pleasure that we note the wise provision made by the city, providing for the fencing in of twelve feet 
of street line on each side of the street, for planting and protecting the growing trees. On many of the 
streets these fences have been withdrawn, and grass plats, lined with handsome trees, form an attractive 
feature of the principal portion of the city. 
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It is of interest to note that though such vast sums have been expended in the improvement of 
Omaha, her bond of debt is very small indeed. It is less than $200,000,000 this sum being much less than 
that of Minneapolis, Kansas City or St. Paul. The assessment of property for taxes for the year 1890 
is $fi2o,ooo,i76, the tax levy being 41^ mills, the total amount of tax received is $830,007.49. The real 
value of property is $160,000,000, the average assessed value being about one-eighth of the real value. 
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MANUFACTURING CENTER. .11 -. i» tofju . > : 

People in the East have been inclined to look upon Omaha as a distributing and receiving point 
for agricultural products and supplies only, but her present strength and future greatness are as much 
dependent upon her manufacturing interests as upon anything else. The central location, the proximity 
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of fuel, the unsurpassed railroad facilities, the uncomparable water supply, and the equable climate 
make it both a natural and convenient manufacturing point. The smelting works at Omaha, and the 
car shops of the railroads, are conducted on an extensive scale, in fact they are as large, as well 
equipped and as important as any in the land. All classes of goods find a ready market in this field. 
Omaha is unquestionably a great market, and will be the great market of the future, and of course, in 
order to meet competition, the manufacturers will be forced to follow the market. We have mentioned 
the fact that Omaha's geographical location is that of the most central city of the United States, and 
when one takes into consideration the fact that her phenomenal growth during the past ten years has 
beea 360 per cent., we have a convincing argument of the possible future greatness in store for her. la 
keepng with this it is interesting to note that in 1890 no less than thirteen new manufacturing enter- 
prises were located here, and since that time numerous enterprises have either been completed or pro- 
jected. The members of the board of trade are constantly receiving inquiries as to the advantages 
of the location and the facilities for manufacturing. And the gentlemen of this board are making it 
a business to furnish such data as will give the required information, and attract new enterprise when 
Omaha's unsurpassed facilities are known. This place also includes, as will be understood. East Omaha 
and South Omaha. The packing interests form an important feature of the city's manufacturing 
strength. It is not only to the great enterprises that Omaha owes her prestige, but also to the numerous 
smaller concerns, having from $10,000 to $100,000 capital invested. In the manufacturing sections of 
the city everything seems of the most prosperous order, and all the concerns are busy. We here append 
a classification of the industries, together with the amount of capital employed in each line, that will 
give a correct idea of the advancement and the importance of Omaha as a manufacturing center. 
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CLASS. 

Barbed wire i $ 150,000 

Brick * 29 365,000 

Carriages and wagons 8 1 25,000 

Cornice 3 55,ooo 

Cracker . . , ^, 2 230,000 

Distillers i 360,000 

Extracts, baking powder, etc. . .3 55,ooo 

Founders and machine shops. . .5 250,000 

Linseed oil i 450,000 

Mattress 3 64,000 

Overalls 3 50,000 

Shot and lead pipe i 150,000 

Soda water 3 40,000 

Syrup refiners i 40,000 

Smelting works i 2,800,000 

Vinegar and pickles 2 36,oop 

Canning and preserves i 10,000 

Basket manufacturers 2 30,000 

Broom •. 2 10,000 

Candy 2 90,000 

Flour and corn mills 2 140,000 

Bag factory , i 1 20,000 

Chairs and furniture 2 200,000 

Coffin manufacturers i 38,000 

Sash, doors and blinds 10 275,000 

Breweries 4 850,000 



CLASS. 

White lead i 

Awnings, tents, etc ^3 

Box factories, etc 3 

Cigar manufacturers 35 

Cooperage 3 

Fence works 2 

Boot and shoe factory i 

Show cases .2 

Yeast 2 

Tinware 2 

Corn crib tr^anufacturers i 

Elastic metallic packing i 

Collars and cuffs i 

Hominy i 

Lard refiners i 

Soaps 3 

Planing mills 5 

Saddlery i 

Wall plaster i 

Feed cooker i 

Asphalt I 

Plating works i 

Boiler works 2 



$250,000 
25,000 
40,000 
50,000 
18,000 
10,000 
110,000 

4,000 
15,000 
50,000 

5,000 
79,000 

3>ooo 
10,000 
10,000 
80,000 
75,000 
50,000 
10,000 
10,000 
50,000 
10,000 
28,000 



Total, 168 $7,915,000 



The capital employed shows that each year there is a great increase, for instance, 1890 used more 
than one-half million dollars over 1889. Over 12,000 laborers are employed in the various factories 
and the monthly pay-roll of these amounts yearly to over $25,000,000. We have mentioned the 
great smelting and refining works located here. This establishment is the most extensive and complete 
in the world. The plant covers over ten acres of ground, and is being constantly enlarged. Large smelt- 
ing works in the East are going out of existence, being unable to compete with those of the West on 
account of funds, cost of fuel and other points connected with the success of this business. The 
great succeess of the smelters at Omaha is due to the fact that they are so centrally located as to 
make them both the most natural and convenient point for the treatment of ores. From Montana, 
Idaho, Wyoming, Colorado, Utah, New Mexico and Old Mexico there are direct railroad connec- 
tions, and the peculiarities of smelting are met by the fact that all these ores brought here, enable 
the smelters to so mix them as to reduce them with facility. The great smelting works here give 
employment to over five hundred men, and their annual pay-roll aggregates about $400,000. The 
business done anually is equal to about $20,000,000, over two-thirds of the bullion produced being 
silver. There are over $3,000,000 invested in the works, upon which profitable dividends are paid. 
Next in importance to this perhaps, are the Union Pacific Car S^iops, which employ nearly 3,000 
hands. They cover an area of forty-three acres of ground, and the plant is capable of turning out 
anything and everything connected with railroads, as someone has said, **from a coupling pin to a 
modern locomotive.'* The packing interests, which form a very important feature of Omaha's 
manufacturing strength, will be mentioned in connection with South Omaha where the stock yards 
and packing houses are located. The great distillery, known as ** Willow Springs, "is located here 
as the second largest in this country. The buildings cover nearly ten acres of ground, and contain 
all the latest improvements in machinery, having a capacity equal to 15,000 gallons of whiskey per 
day. This distillery is one of the best known in the world, its products being shipped all over the 
country and abroad. One hundred and twenty-five men are employed, and over 500,000 bushels of 
Nebraska corn were used 

In addition to this the linseed oil works consume 2,000 bushels of flax seed, 14,000 gallons of 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



bi 



S^Ass^^Q^iM^^m^S 



linseed oil, and 60,000 pounds of oil cake are produced, these works being among the most successful 
in existence. They employ fifty men. The White Lead Works is another mammoth concern, which 
would do crediLto any city. There are several cracker companies that have built up a very extensive 
business, and have achievied great popularity by the excellence of their products. Their large and 
constantly increasing out-put bears the best evidence of their unqualified success. A large silk man- 
ufacturing concern, shot tower and several milling companies combine to increase the greatness of 
Omaha in this the manufacturing line. The breweries consume about 1,000,000 bushels of Nebraska 
barley annually,. and give steady work to about two hundred persons. This is only the beginning 
in the manufacturing line. These young concerns will develop year by year, and the increased de- 
mand will make this one of the largest and most important manufacturing cities of America. We 
would not be at all surprised to note that during the next five years the manufacturing interests of 
this city will be very great. Certainly there is none other in the country as large, and which has as 
mucl) tributary territory to offer to manufacturers as this city .> When we consider the undeveloped 
resources of this vast region, and of the possibilities of demand arising from their developments, we 
are impressed with the inevitable outcome. The pine forests of Michigan and Wisconsin, the mines 
of Lake Superior, the wheat fields of Dakota, the oil regions of Wyoming, the silver and lead of 
Colorad,6 and Montana, the lumber districts of the South and the cattle ranges of the great West all 
pay tribute to Oniaha*s industries, and send their products to her markets over the greatest trunk 
lines' of the world. 

WHOLESALE AND JOBBING. 

As a jobbing centre, the situation of Omaha cannot be excelled. The city is on the shortest and 
most direct route to Western markets. By reason of this it commands an unlimited tributary territory 
from the Missouri River to the Pacific coast. As fast as new railroads are extended it is followed by 
an expansion of the jobbing trade into districts not hitherto occupied. For this reason, as a prominent 
jobb^ said recently, there is not enough capital among the jobbing houses to supply the demand of 
the wholesale trade. New establishments will find in Omaha an inviting field for a large and remun- 
erative business. There is no reason why Omaha should not be the largest wholesale manufacturing 
point between Chicago and San. Francisco. In this connection it would be well for the Omaha whole- 
sale men to emulate the example of older cities by manufacturing their own specialties, instead of 
submitttng to the tedious delays resulting in ordering from the East. One good thing leads to another, 
hence one manufactory will induce another, and in the near future the larger industrial establish- 
ments will seek the advantages offered by the superior position of Omaha. Another advantage to 
be gained by this, will be that Omaha jobbers can always offer "bed rock'* prices to Salt Lake City, 
Helena, Denver, and other places, in this way securing the trade that now goes to Chicago, St. 
Louis, Baltimore and other cities. 

The future growth of Omaha will be largely industrial — from the city to the metropolis — and in 
a few years Omaha will be surrounded by manufacturing towns having their offices and headquarters 
in that city. Omaha must necessarily cease to be merely a trading point, or one of limited manu- 
facturing capacity.. It is the duty of Omaha, and largely that of the wholesale jobbers, to promote a 
more solid growth— first, to enrich themselves; second, to enhance the importance of Omaha as 
the future central western metropolis; and third, but not least, to provide employment for thousands 
coming to make Omaha their future home. 

. Since the beginning of the municipal life to Omaha it has always been a prominent wholesale point. 
At a time when its manufactories were in their infancy, and its retail trade hemmed in by the Platte 
River on the South and West, the wholesale trade of Omaha penetrated every western state and terri- 
tory, until at present it mounts up annually to nearly $49,000,000. 

The growth of the trans-Missouri region is capable of unlimited development. With the suc- 
cessful operation of the vast system of irrigation now being developed, it will be ultimately populated 
by millions of people. With Omaha as its principal metropolis, in direct communication by the 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



i2^J»//1(^^ 



65 



shortest routes with every part of it, there is no reason why the jobbing and manufacturing trade of 
the city cannot mount up to hundreds of millions annually in future years, beginningfrom the present. 

The jobbing trade of Omaha for 1890 shows a gratifying increase over the business of 1889. 

Twenty-three wholesale and jobbing firms began business during the year, eight withdrew, 
leaving a net gain of fifteen new houses, and a total of 206 wholesale houses in the city whose sales 
for' -' -^ 

jol 
int 
cit 
ter 



Digitized by 



Google 



56 -.'Pbti and o'^.^^^A.^r'''^''^ 

^ SmmrStmss OHSR^EbYiRONS 

firmly established in territory that was until recently claimed as the exclusive field of other cities. 
The dealers in a large part of the West and Northwest have found this city a more desirable 
market for most classes of merchandise than Eastern cities, and, as tributary territory is rapidly 
developing, the wholesale trade of the city is sure to as rapidly increase. 

REAL ESTATE. 

The name Omaha has become synonymous with that of real estate in the minds of most people 
throughout all the United States. And well it might, for there is not a city in the Union that has 
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for instead of short-lived inflation, this new era of development was one of permanence, and of 
the greatest commercial and financial advantage. 

From month to month, and year to year, the prices for real estate advanced, not on paper or in 
options, but for annual purchase and for improvement. Foreign and eastern capital rushed in and 
built up South Omaha, and its vast packing interests, which greatly enhance the value of real estate, 
not only in this section of the city, but in all parts. We do not mean to say that speculators did not 
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take advantage of the rapid rise in value. Many came and made fortunes, and then settled down 
into legitimate business channels, quite satisfied with their start in life, and forever afterward firm 
believers in the future greatness of Omaha. Since then the pessimist feeling has died out, aud the 
citizens of the city united as one man to forward her interests. Although the development has been 
rapid, and while prices have quadrupled, property values have at no time been unduly inflated, but have 
simply advanced in step with the growth of the two cities. Outside property has been fostered upon 
unsuspecting investers, who confided in the real estate brokers, but an unusual spirit of fairness has 
been a feature of this city's prosperity and development. In America there are two classes of men 
who rightly deserve the name of "city builders." They are newspaper men and real estate men. 

The newspaper man, by his untiring interest and ability, keeps the advantages of the place 
constantly before the public, and the real estate man by his suavity and business energy, to say 
nothing of his persistent use of newspapers, succeeds in securing the investment, the location of man- 
ufacturing concerns, the organizations of institutions, and finally the foundation of a city that is 
self-sustaining. 

The real estate men of Omaha have always worked for the best interests of the city, and while 
many of them came here poor, most of them now occupy positions of affluence and are noted for their 
prosperity and wealth. It is said that some of them came here " too poor to fly from their future 
fortunes; " they could not leave Omaha. There was no sale for their property and they had to stay. 
Having settled down to hard work, and learning to make the best of what they considered a bad 
bargain, they set about to the improvement of their property. Since, they have found that Omaha 
possessed greater advantages than they ever dreamed of. They began to use their property for the 
erection of business houses, for the handling of the trade, which came to the city as the national 
centre of this great agricultural region, theti the papers having drawn attention to the fact that the 
great trunk lines were centralizing their strength here, they awoke to the fact that there was a future 
for them and a profit somewhere in the investments they had made. Since that time these very men 
became the bank presidents, and millionaires of Omaha.. Without tracing the history of advance- 
ment of values of real estate in Omaha, we will say that her prosperity began in 1866, with the advent of 
the Union Pacific Railroad. It was thus that business became permanent, and men began to look into 
the future with shrewd hope. In 1870, Omaha had arisen to the rank of a city, and began to don city 
airs. In 1880 her population had become something like 30,000 persons, and the total amount of 
real estate transactions were about $3,763,964. Values were very low and it is a surprise that the 
following, which was reported by a committee of the board of trade in this year, could have been a 
possible status of real estate at the time: 

"When it is known that Douglas county lands within a few miles of Omaha can be bought at 
$6.00 to $10.00 per acre, it is surprising that the settlement has not been more rapid. Lands can be 
purchased within two miles of Omaha for $20.00 to $25.00 per acre; acre lots within the city limits 
from $100 to $200 per acre. Of this class of city and suburban property, there are, perhaps, 20,000 
acres that can be purchased, which offer the safest and most profitable permanent investment in the 
West. Rolling prairie lands remain open for sale and settlement within a radius of twenty miles 
surrounding Omaha, at prices ranging from $5.00 to $10.00 per acre, from one to five year's time." 

From this time Omaha began to feel its strength and the necessity of internal improvement. 
The various Pacific railroads were consolidated into the Union Pacific Railway System, and the head- 
quarters were at Omaha. This, as we have said, was the beginning of her prosperity. By 1882 
the city increased in population 54 per. cent; in 1885 i^ was 102 per. cent over 1880, To bear out 
these remarks, we here give a table, showing the total improvement recorded from 1875. The tables 
do not include municipal expenditures. 

Increase. Decrease. Per Cent. Increase. Decrease. Per Cent. 

1875 1878 ^15,000 21 

1876 $122,000 34 1S79 200,000 20 

1877 $547,000 229 

$3.5^3,000 
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Increase. Decrease. Per. Cent. 

1885, $2,865,413 

1886, 5,124,690 $2,259,277 79 

1887, 7,202,640 2,077,980 40 

1888, 4,901,050 $2,301,590 32 

1889, 5,829,689 927,639 19 

1890, 7,991,617 , 2,311,928 40 

$34,065,099 

The record for the past six years, in certain classes, shows many interesting features, indicating 
the lines of improvement in which the increase or decrease occurs, in the progress of the city. In 
1886 the principal increase was in residences. In 1887 it occurred in the lines of stores and ware- 
houses, and in 1888 the same class of improvements suffered the heaviest decrease. In manufactures 
there was a decrease for three successive years, showing neglect in this important branch of the 
development of Omaha. Receiving more attention in 1890, this class shows the remarkable increase 
of 1,431 per cent, over the investment of the various years. It is an encouraging indication of what 
united efforts can do to maintain Omaha as the principal manufacturing point of the Missouri Valley. 
But the statements will speak for themselves. 

Value. Increase. Decrease. Per Cent. 

1885, $701,000 

1886, I, 325,000 ■ $ 624,000 89 

1887, 3, 420,500 2,095,500 158 

1888, I, 887,700 $1,532,800 45 

1889,2, 212,367 6,832 00.3 

1890, I, 880,868 311,499 12 

• 

$11,427,435 

RESIDENCES. 

Value. Increase. Decrease. Per Cent 

1885, $1,609,063 

1886,. 2,890,490 $161,981 79 

1887, 2,960,450 69,960 2 

1888, 2,684,550 $375,800 13 

1889, 3,681,258 996,608 35 

1890, 3,338,250 343,008 9 

$17,164,061 

MANUFACTORIES. 

Value. Increase. Decrease. Per Cent. 

i885» $342,750 

1886, 504,000 $161,250 49 

1887, 336,400 $167,600 33 

1888, 100,000 226,400 67 

1889, 76,875 1,110,125 23,125 23 

1890, 1,197,000 1,431 

$2,557,025 

A comparison between the corresponding years of each decade will give the reader an idea of 
the wonderful advance of Omaha in material wealth, as follows: 

Total. Increase Per Cent. 

1885-1889. $26,073,482 .r. 

1875-1879. 3,583,000.^'. $22,490,482 628 
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The statement of transfers will be found as follows: 

Increase. Decrease. Per Cent. 

1885 $ 4,426,123 

1886 15,178,448 $10,752,305 243 

1887 31,148,425 15,969,977 * 105 

1888 15,831,479 $15,500,977 41 

1889 17,647,448 2,184,031 14 

1890 19,647,864 1,645,385 9 

Increase of 1890 over 1885, $15,050,721, or 340 per cent, in dve years. 

The census shows the growth of Omaha in population. It is not amiss to give specimens of the 

increase in values for the past tea years. With due respect for a visit from the assessor, the loca- 



CUSTOM HOUSE AND POST OFFICE. 

tions are omitted. In i88o, a lot within two minutes walk of the court house was bought for $800. 
It is now worth $32,000. A lot in the jobbing district, bought for $300, is now covered by a $53,000 
brick building. Lots near the Union Pacific bridge were held at $100 each. Present value $10,000 
each. On the river bottom, at the foot of Farnam street lots were selling at $125 each, and are now 
held at $15,000 to 22,000 per lot. As to acre property, the rise is still more remarkable. In 1880, 
a tract of fourteen acres, one mile from the postoffice was valued at $6,500. It is now held at 
$300,000, A tract of eighty acres, two miles from the postoffice, was held at $12,000. Its present 
value is $300,000. On the west, a tract of fifteen acres, less than a mile from the postoffice was 
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valued at $10,000. It could not be bought now for $400,000. Hundreds of similar cases can be 
given, but space is valuable. Real estate is cheap in Omaha, and many fortunes are yet to be made 
by dealing in it. If one asks the reason for the faith within us, look at the map and there find that 
Omaha is the gateway of a continent, destined to be one of its greatest cities. 

To facilitate the handling of real estate in this city, and to secure the beneht of combined effort, 
the Old Omaha Real Estate exchange was incorporated under the general statues of Nebraska, Octo- 
ber, 30, 1886. The purpose of the Exchange is to regulate the traffic in real estate, fix rates of 
commission, arbitrate in disputed transfers, sales, and purchase, and for the betterment of the relations 
between grantors and grantees and their intermediaries, the real estate broker or dealer. The 
Exchange has annually been the medium of transfers for reality amounting to millions of dollars, 
and by its conservative management has commanded the respect of real estate people in every part of 
the country. The rooms of the Real Estate Exchange are in the New York Life building, and every 
responsible firm doing business in Omaha are comprised in this membership. 

RAILROADS. 

The development of every inland city depends largely upon its means of connection with all 
sections of the country, and the number of railroads centering there. In this respect Omaha is one 
of the most favorable cities of the American continent, and one of the first Western cities to feel the 
influence of the great trans-continental lines that have become famous, and have brought riches to 
every city through which they pass. So great have been the advantages offered by Omaha for cen- 
tralizing traffic that one of the greatest lines of the world has made this point its pernianent head- 
quarters, having here its chief offices and car shops. Others are represented, and all consider this 
the leading point of their entire system. The development of the railroad business connection with 
Omaha has been almost phenomenal. In i860, Omaha had no railroads, and the total transportation 
trade of Omaha with the West amounted only to 732,000 pounds of freight. At that time Nebraska 
City was the prosperous rival of Omaha, having an annual transportation trade of more than 5,000,- 
000 pounds. From this insignificant start the traffic of Omaha has grown until it now reaches more 
then 5,000,000 passengers, and millions of tons of freight annually. The Omaha system of railroads 
represents a mileage of more than 30,000 miles, and there are 128 daily passenger trains moving from 
this point. This gives Omaha a cosmopolitan aspect. Here people of every clime and name are seen on 
the streets, and many who are en route for other places return to locate here, as Omaha is one of the 
chief centers on the North American continent. Statistics innumerable might be used to demon- 
strate that it is destined to become one of the principal cities of the world on account of its central 
location. There is nothing that can hinder the course of Omaha* s development, and the fact of its 
having distanced all competitors since 1880, makes it but a question of time when it shall over- 
shadow all such cities as St. Louis and Baltimore. The resources of this great trans- Missouri city 
and the surrounding region, are as yet but dimly understood. Their development is scarcely yet 
begun and when this sectiou shall become populated with the millions of people which it is capable 
of sustaining, Omaha will be one of the chief cities of the nation. The American promoter has 
always been endowed with rare judgment and ability to look far into the future, and as early as 1857 
shrewd men saw the possibilities of this region, and designated Omaha as a railroad centre. Within 
a radius of 500 miles around Omaha there are living nearly 15,000,000 souls, all more or less con- 
nected with the city. 

In 1866, the Union Pacific was finished to Fremont. In the winter of 1866-1867, the Chicago 
and North Western reached the Missouri River. The stage coach vanished on that route. In the 
spring of 1867, the Union Pacific gathered up its loins for that mighty race across the continent, 
which proved Amos, Clark, Casement, Dillon, Dodge, Durant, Hoxie and Snyder to be the princes 
among the railroad builders of the world. And, at a later day, Gould with his keen intellect, in 
unison with Dillon, Clark, and Kimball, touched the resources of the country with a master hand, and 
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like magic, Omaha bounded into a metropolis, and a vast commercial empire was formed out of the 
then almost unknown wilderness. Cities and towns sprang up every where; branch lines, forming 
great commercial arteries, penetrated the West in every direction. The mines increased their yield 
of precious metals, countless herds roamed the plains, and the fields of Nebraska were filled with 
waving grain. These men are once more at the helm, and Omaha may well be pleased at the bright 
vista of her golden future, which is as sure to come as the star over the manger of Bethlehem light- 
ened the world for ages and eternity. 

In 1868 the Chicago Rock Island & Pacific followed the advent of the North Western, and in the 
succeeding year the Kansas City, St. Joseph & Council Bluffs, the Sioux City & Pacific, and the 
Burlington ro^ds were completed and running to Omaha. 

In 1879, the Wabash completed its line to this point, and that line was followed by the Chicago 
Milwaukee & St. Paul. West of the Missouri, railroad building was not idle. In i860, the Omaha 
& Northwestern, now the Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis, and Omaha line was projected and built to 
Tekamah. In the same year, the Omaha & Southwestern, now the Burlington, was built in connec- 
tion with the Burlington & Missouri River railroad, from Omaha to Lincoln. And in 1887, the 
Fremont, Elkhorn &- Missouri Valley railroad built a direct and independent line into Omaha, placing 
the city into immediate connection with the extensive and lucrative trade of the Northwest. The 
Missouri Pacific, with its vast system, followed the Burlington and Missouri River railroad into 
Omaha, and the Rock Island is making preparations to operate its Nebraska lines at Omaha with the 
beginning of 1891. 

The Belt line is the most important suburban line, giving easv access to the business centre from 
any of the manufactories and suburbs around the city, 

THE UNION PACIFIC RAILWAY. 

In 1859 when Edward Creighton contemplated the construction of the telegraph line between 
Omaha and Salt Lake City, a/id finished it in 1868, many hoped, but did not expect to see it fol- 
lowed by a mightier enterprise. With the exception of an occasional settlement, Colorado being 
settled only the year before, the country was an unbroken wilderness swarming with Indians and wild 
beasts. He who turned his face westward, ventured " into the unknown;" But undeterred, hardy 
pioneers pushed their way, and, "here and there standing up against the horizon, could be seen the 
white cover of the *prairie schooner,' typical in its appearance, its movements, its freightage of 
human life, of the ship in the offing bearing to our shores from the old world seekers after new and 
better homes." 

" Never did nature present a fairer field for the use of man, never one more beautiful for the eye 
to survey, or his heart to admire or Igve." Labor and capital were invisible. But in December, 
1863, a new spirit was invoked. Labor and capital came like armed giants to conquer the wilder- 
ness, to tame the savage and lay the ground work of a superior civilization in the garden planted by 
by the Almighty, making it the highway of the world. They touched the prairies, and the land was 
filled with plenty, rejoicing in the labors of the husbandman. They smote the mountains, and from 
them came the streams of gold and silver, and other minerals, for the comfort and happiness of man- 
kind. From the full fruition of their labors sprang beautiful cities. On every hill top, in every 
Valley the church and the school, teaching the virtues of the higher, purer life, have displaced the 
haunt of the beast of prey, or the saturnalia of the savage. What has wrought the change? The 
railroad. On that memorable December day, ground was broken in Omaha for the Union Pa- 
cific railroad, destined forever to link together the Atlantic and Pacific. The ceremonies were 
ushered in by prayer, invoking the blessings of Almighty God, upon the mightiest achievement ever 
attempted in the name of Peace. Cannon boomed to cannon on either side of the Missouri River. 
The sun shone brightly upon the assembled multitude, and at night the illuminated city closed upon 
the eventful day. 

Six years later the scene wss repeated on a larger scale. The booming cannon on Capitol hill 
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announced the completion of the enterprise. Omaha was beautiful with flags and banners by day, 
and at night the fireworks and illuminations made the city one blaze of light. The names of Dillon, 
Durant, Snyder, Casement, Clark and Hoxie, were made memorable in this revoluion of the world's 
commerce. Since that day, behold the transformation. The Union Pacific has grown from one, to 
many lines. It stretches its great arms from the Missouri, to the Pacific, from Texas to Montana, 
and distant Washington on the North. It is the backbone of nine states and one territory. Its 



PAXTOX BLOCK. 

mileage has doubled, and doubled again. Its revenues are princely. Its mineral lands are inex- 
haustible, and out of the mountains along its tracks flows the gold and silver to enrich the world for 
centuries. The "prairie schooner" has given way to the Pullman palace car, the ox team to the loco- 
motive. The lurking Indian has been driven from his haunts. The "buffalo trail" has disappeared 
before the farmer*s plow and nature has rewarded him with abundance. The buffalo has gone down 
before countless herds of cattle. The thinly settled territories have become grand imperial states, 
and along its lines, Omaha, Kansas City, Denver, Salt Lake City, and Portland, are bursting into 
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the splendor of great and metropolitan cities — all wrought by the transforming power of the rail- 
road in a little more than twenty-one years. 

THE BURLINGTON & MISSOURI RIVER RAILROAD. 
When Nebraska had less than ioo,opo people in 1869, shrewd, far-seeing men were convinced 
that a railroad extending west from Plattsmouth would not only be a profitable enterprise, but it 



BOARD OF TRADE BUILDING. 



would be a tremendous factor in the upgrowth and material development of the state. How this 
has been verified has been seen in the present ten-fold increase of the population of Nebraska, to 
which has been added hundreds of millions of wealth, largely through the superior management of 
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this company. The lesources of Nebraska were mainly agricultural, in that year, the entire state 
yielding 9,000,000 bushels. The projectors of the Burlington & Missouri River Railroad had faith 
in the country, and in 1869, the connection with the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, the 
line was commenced. Its resources were slender, its principal cities but little more than villages. 
Lincoln was about two years old, with a population of a few thousand, and Omaha ranged some- 
where between 10,000 and 15,000 people. Under the liberal methods of the Burlington, Lincoln has 
risen to a population of over 55,000 people, and Omaha with a 140,000 people, is extending into a 
metropolis, as the largest city being Chicago and San Francisco. 

That year (1869) the main line of the Burlington was extended westward toward Kearney 200 
miles. During the years 1870, 187 1 and 1872 it was extended and completed to Kearney. The Den- 
ver extension south and west, via. Red Cloud from Hastings, was commenced in 1878, and com- 
pleted to Denver in 1882, and later, during 1883 and 1884, the main line to Denver was shortened 
by the construction of the "Oxford Cut Off " between Kenesaw and Oxford. In 1881, the southern 
line, connecting at Table Rock with the Atchison & Nebraska, was finished to Red Cloud. This,, 
in connection with the Denver line, gives a direct route from Kansas City, St. Joseph and AtchisonL 
to Denver and all points in Colorado, Utah, Montana and the Pacific coast. By the acquirement of 
the Omaha & Southwestern and the Atchison & Nebraska railroads, the building of the short line 
from Omaha to Ashland, and the extension to Cheyenne, as well as the new road to the Black Hills,. 
the Burlington has the shortest line from the Missouri River points to Denver, Cheyenne and Dead-- 
wood and all points in the Black Hills. • At Denver connections are made with the Denver &: 
Rio Grande, Colorado Midland and Union Patific roads, making desirable and close connections for 
points in Wyoming, Utah, Idaho, Montana and the Pacific coast. The Rio Grande and Colorado 
Midland are now broad gauge roads, on which the through dining car service, in connection with 
the Burlington, forms the through dining car, scenic route to the Pacific states. 

At Omaha, St. Joseph and Kansas City, close connections are made for all points east, norths 
west and south. 

The Burlington owns three great steel bridges across the Missouri River, one at Plattsmouth, 
one at Nebraska City and the third at Rulo, each one costing not less than $1,000,000. It has 3,140 
miles of track west of the Missouri River, while the whole Burlington system has over 7,500 miles 
of steel rails, rock-ballast track, penetrating ten states. Three trunk lines traverse Nebraska from 
end to end, crossing the Missouri over these steel bridges, and have their western terminus at Den- 
ver, Cheyenne, Deadwood and Newcastle. The last named line into the Black Hills has just been 
completed, opening in Omaha and the state one of the richest mineral regions in the world. Its de- 
velopment has just begun. Its mineral resources are iron, tin, coal, gold and silver in immense 
quantities. 

The increasing needs of Omaha as a great centre of population, and seat of manufactaring in« 
dustry will afford the business men and farmers of Nebraska a rapidly growing home market, and so 
far conduce to the welfare and prosperity of the state, with which the interests of the Burlington are 
inseparablely bound. As an indication of this, the increase of the Omaha traffic of the i^oad in 
1890, was 30 per cent, greater than the previous year. Should the development of the great 
resources of Nebraska continue to outstrip the growth and over-tax the capacity of Omaha, Lincoln 
and other points, the Burlington can transport the surplus over its own line, in its own cars, and with 
its own motive power from the remotest corner of the state to Chicago, a market whose capacity is. 
never over-taxed, and whose operations affect the price of bread in every quarter of the globe. 

THE FREMONT, ELKHORN & MISSOURI VALLEY RAILROAD. 
This road, or the ** Elkhorn"as it is more popularly known, is recognized as one of the most import- 
ant railroad lines centering in Omaha. It bears the same relation to Omaha as the Chicago & North- 
western does to Chicago. That company developed the country north and west of Chicago, and the 
"Elkhorn" is doing the same work north and west of Omaha. Many who have studied the growth. 
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of the two cities have discovered the great similarity^ in their development. This is also apparent 
in these two railway systems of Omaha and Chicago, and the similarity is still closer when it is 
known the " Elkhorn'* is the representative of the Chicago & Northwestern, west of the Missour, 
River. As the country along the line developes the " Elkhorn" wili become one of the great rail- 
way systems of the country, and in the ratio of its increasing prosperity so much the more will it 
contribute to the importance of Omaha. From Fremont west it is the only railroad line connecting 
Omaha with Northern Nebraska. Connecting at Fremont with the Sioux City & Pacific, and the 
direct line to Omaha, it forms the great and only through route between Chicago, Omaha, Kansas 
City, St. Paul, Minneapolis and the Black Hills and Central Wyoming. The company operates 
1,280 miles of track. Of this the main line extends from Omaha to Caspar, in Central Wyoming, 
a distance of 640 miles. Thence it connects with a stage line to Oil City, Lander, Fort Washakie, 
Miner's Delight, and the Sweetwater. In that section the country is fiiled with iron ore, coal, coal 
oil, lakes of soda, gold, silver and the great cattle ra»ges of Wyoming. Passing through Nebraska 
the main line traverses the great agricultural belt, from which are drawn millions of bushels of grain 
into Omaha and Chicago, and vast numbers of live stock into the Omaha stock yards. At Scribner 
a branch line runs through Dodge, Colfax, Platte, Boone and Antelope counties, considered the best 
wheat growing sections in Nebraska. At Norfolk, a thriving little point of 4,000 inhabitants, a beet 
sugar factory is being erected. It is to be the largest in the world. From Norfolk a branch extends 
to Verdigre, a few miles from the upper Missouri River, near a reservation of 300,000 acres, which 
has recently been opened for settlement. This is known as the Ponca and Fort Randall reserve, 
for which entries must be made through the United States Land office at O'Neil, Holt county. Neb. 
At Neligh, O'Neil, Valentine and Chadron on the main line, and Rapid City on the Black Hills 
branch. United States Land offices are located convenient to the great Sioux reservation of 11,000- 
000 acres, and free home country. 

At Chadron the Black Hills line commences and runs from thence to Minneapolis. The line 
from Buffalo Gap on this branch has just been completed to the Hot Springs which is destined to 
become the most healthful resort in the country. 

Following the Black Hills line through the rift at Rapid City, the railroad passses through a 
tunnel at Whitewood of 1,000 feet of solid rock, into Deadwood, the centre of the mining camps. 
It is the metropolis of the mining region, surrounded by large and innumerable mining camps, with 
a population of thousands. In this section of the Black Hills, near Rapid City, are situated the 
famous tin mines of Dakota. From Deadwood the company contemplates extensions that will go 
into all the mining camps of the Hills, which will give a chance to carry all the ores into the Omaha 
& Grant Smelting and Refining Works. 

As Wyoming and South Dakota increase in population and wealth the road must necessarily 
-extend its lines both north and west. 

Not only does the Fremont, Elkhorn & Missouri Valley Railroad give Omaha unrivaled com- 
munications with the North and West, but it has reached out its arms into territory on the south, 
through the populous and fertile sections of that part of Nebraska. From Fremont a branch line 
runs to Lincoln, the capital, and next to Omaha, the largest city in Nebraska. At the Platte River 
junction is made with its line to David City, York and Hastings, the fourth city in the state. At 
Linwood the line connects with the company's road to Seward, Geneva and Superior on the Repub- 
lican River near the northern boundary of Kansas. This part of their line looks as though the com- 
pany may be pointing to the great cattle ranges of the south at Dodge City, Kansas, and beyond. 

THE WABASH. 

The Wabash Railway is the most direct route between Omaha and St. Louis. Passengers make 
the same time to New York and the East over this route as they do by way of Chicago, making one 
change for the East and South at St. Louis. The acccommodations are equal to the best. Through 
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sleepers are run from St. Louis and Chicago to Montreal, New York and Boston. The trains consist 
of reclining chairs, buffet and sleeping cars. The quickest line to Florida, New Orleans and the South. 

OTHER RAILWAYS. 
The first railroad to reach the Missouri River at Omaha, in 1867, was the Chicago & North- 
western. It has always been a popular route with the traveling public, and the company has shown 
appreciation of this by its extensive investments in Nebraska by the extension of the Fremont, Elk- 
horn &: Missouri Valley Railroad and other branches. 



DOUGLAS COUNTY COURT HOUSE. 

The Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway also terminates at Omaha. This company is also 
making preparations to enter Nebraska, making Omaha its principal base for this section. 

CHICAGO, ST. PAUL, MINNEAPOLIS & OMAHA. 
This road is one of the most important to Omaha, giving the city as it does connection with 
five large ports on Lake Superior, and with hundreds of branch lines in the great lumber, mineral, 
agricultural and live stock regions of the North and Northwest. Its road-bed and heavy .steel tracks 
are admirably adapted for heavy traffic. This company extended its Randolph branch twenty-two 
miles northwesterly, opening a new and rich field tributary to Omaha. Its train service has been 
greatly improved, including convenient suburban trains, and the putting on of parlor cars on its 
through trains between Omaha and St. Paul. At Omaha extensive improvements have been made. 
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. MISSOURI PACIFIC RAILWAY. 
Improvements made by the Missouri Pacific railway make Omaha, the northern terminus, one of 
the most important points on the system. The completion of the branch from Plattsmouth, via 
Union to Omaha, was accomplished a few months ago.. The Missouri Pacific enters the state from the 
south and passes through the rich country along the Missouri River. Branch lines run from Lincoln 
to Weeping Water, Crete to Talmage, Warwick, Kan., to Prosser, Neb., and from Union to Omaha 
via Plattsmouth to Omaha. Two passenger trains arrive and leave daily, running through to St. 
Louis and connecting closely with trains on the branch lines. Eight freight trains arrive and depart 
daily from the depot on Fifteenth and Nicholas streets, where thirty men are employed. The pas- 
senger station of the company is at Fifteenth and Webster streets. 



YOUNG MEN S -CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION BUILDING. 



THE BELT LINE. 



To get the best impression of the extension of the city in all directions, the observer should take 
a trip on the Belt Line, between Omaha and Portal, the end of its suburban service. When the road 
was built the city was altogether east and south of the tracks, but it has since extended north and 
west of the line. Large manufactories have also been built, and all are in active operation. Hand- 
some passenger depots are at every station, and handsome picnic grounds abound along the line. Its 
suburban travel increases as the city grows, and this will be continuous. It has doubled every year, 
and bids fair to become one of the finest in the country. 

All of the railroads centering in Omaha have exceptionally fine terminal facilities in the Belt 
Line. Including its South Omaha branch and the double tracking built in the past year, the Belt 
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line now has twenty-three miles of track. An average of 16,000 cars per month were handled during 
the year. 

THE CHICAGO ROCK ISLAND AND PACIFIC. 

Omaha has gained a new railroad in the construction of the Rock Island's short line branch from 
Lincoln to Omaha. This makes Omaha the connecting point between the Rock Island's lines, east 
and west of the Missouri River. The newly constructed line is fifty-four miles in length between 
Omaha and Lincoln. From the capital city the Rock Island will use the Burlington and Missouri 
road to a connection with its Denver line at Beatrice. 

The Kansas City, St. Joseph, and Council Bluffs railroad, is virtually a part of the Burlington 
system, and what has been said of that company applied equally to this. A daylight ride between 
Omaha and Kansas City, over this line, gives the traveler a never ending view of the beauties of the 
great Missouri Valley and its most populous cities. 

VOLUME OF FREIGHT. 
The Omaha roads report for Omaha and South Omaha dead freight handled during 1890 aggre- 
gating^ over 3,396,000 tons, as follows: 

RECEIVED. 

Union Pacific 841,481 

Burlington & Missouri 569,029 

Fremont, Elkhorn & Missouri Valley , } 

Chicago St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha [ 320,000 

Missouri Pacific 518,000 

Total tons received 2,248,510 

FORWARDED. 

Union Pacific 402,728 

Burlington & Missouri 208, 185 

Fremont, Elkhorn & Missouri Valley | 

Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha f 4oo,ooo 

Missouri Pacific .> 137,000 

Total tons forwarded 1,147,896 

There is in nearly every item an increase over the previous year's business, and the total tons of 
freight handled is nearly a half more than that of the last year. 

FINE BUILDINGS. 
Omaha has become noted for the number of magnificent buildings, both public and private that 
adorn her streets. It would take more space than we have to spare to enumerate all of the great 
buildings that make Omaha famous. They line the principal streets and extend far out into the 
suburbs, including warehouses, banks, business blocks, residences and public buildings innumerable. 
One of the finest of these buildings is the New York Life Insurance building which cost about 
$1,000,000. The Bee Building, a magnificent structure six stories in height, cost about $500,000. 
These face the elegant County Court House, and immediately west of the Bee Building, the new City 
Hall is in process of erection. The Commercial National Bank Building is another fine structure, 
and five other national banks own commodious buildings, which cost, on an average, about 200,000 
each. The County Hospital is a commodious and imposing building, while the High School, Ex- 
change building, Pacific Express Building, Hotel Dellone, the Wool worth Block, and others would 
compare most favorably with the great buildings of any city in the country. Omaha has also a 
$1, 00,000 postoffice, located on Sixteenth, Dodge and Seventeenth streets. This, when finished 
will be one of the finest in the West. 
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BRIDGES. 



The Missouri River is now spanned by two bridges connecting Omaha with the Iowa side of the 
river. These bridges are important arteries over which flow the wealth of the West, both agricul- 
tural, horticultural, mineral and stock. In return over them is brought the product of the manufac- 
tories of the East. The Union Pacific Railway bridge is used by several of the railway companies, 
and the Omaha & Council Bluffs railway bridge is used by the street railways, passengers and vehicles. 
The latter named bridge is so constructed as to admit of its being used by passenger and freight 
trains. These two bridges with other bridges represent an outlay of $3,500,000, and are monuments 
of scientific skill and engineering. Another bridge has been projected and wilTadd greatly to the 
facilities now enjoyed and tend materially to increase the city's commerce. What more can be said 
to show the advantages and future prospects of Omaha than has been said ? We might recapitulate 
and say that Omaha is the largest city in the Missouri valley, and has the largest increase in popula- 
tion in the past decade of any city west of the Mississippi River. It is the healthiest of the leading 
cities, has had real estate transfers amounting in one year to $18,000,000, three new building and 
public improvements last year over $10,000,000, has a packing out-put of $29,000,000, and a product 
and manufacturers equal to $64,000,000 annually. The wholesale trade is $47,000,000 annually, 
banking deposit over $21,000,000, and the bank clearings over $255,000,000. The actual valuation 
of property isfuUy $300,000,000 while the assessed valuation is 20,000,000. The collections for inter- 
nal revenue equal about $3,186,000 a year. In addition to this, Omaha has two bridges crossing the 
Missouri River, and another projected, the largest smelting and refining works in the world, the 
largest linseed oil mill in the country, the largest white lead works in the United States, is the third 
largest packing centre in the conntry, as well as the third largest lumber distributing point in the 
country. Omaha has church property valued at $4,500,000 with 29 church edifices. There is an 
electric light plant of 80 miles, of gas mains 61 miles, of paved streets 85 miles, of sewerage 112 
miles, of curbing 126 miles, of grading 155 miles, and water mains 124 miles. The capital of the 
jobbing firms is about $15,000,000, and of the manufacturing firms, about $8,000,000. There are 20 
banks with a combined capital of $8,000,000, while 51 public schools afford facilities for the educa- 
tion of the youth of the city. From this it will be seen that with her advantages of climate, facilities 
for manufacturing and possibilities of future greatness, Omaha offers the best inducements to the 
home-seeker and investor that can be found in any city of the great West. The truth of this asser- 
tion is attested by the fact that thousands are locating here, property is increasing year by year, 
manufactories are being established, and the general business tone, instead of suffering depression, is 
constantly improving. The city has every facility to help its development. The business men are 
organized into a Board of Trade, and reliable information is gratuitously furnished all inquirers. 
The Builder's and Trader's Exchange encourages and protects the buildings and interests of the city, 
and is under the management of experienced and capable men. The street railway system of Omaha 
is not surpassed by any city in America in equipment or service. The system used is mostly electric 
and connections are had with all sections of the city and suburbs, affording ample means of rapid 
transit. 

In reviewing the advantages of the cities of the West for the business man or capitalist, we are 
impressed with the claims of Omaha, and unhesitatingly say that this city is the one city of the great 
West most favored and most likely to become a great metropolis. 

STREET RAILWAYS. 

The horse cars which but a few years ago were considered marvels of ingenious and comfortable 
vehicles for street travel, have within the past four or five years been almost completely supplanted by 
cable and electric lines, whose service is as nearly perfect as it is possible to attain. With the advent 
of this innovation came a large increase in public patronage, the immediate and lasting result being 
that suburban property, and that along the various routes, greatly increased in value. At the present 
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time more than 80 miles of street railroad is in operation in Omaha, every section being given unex- 
celled facilities of this nature, and a most liberal and progressive policy being pursued. New feeders 
arc Leing projected and built continually, and many desirable sections for residence have been rapidly 



NEW YORK LIFE INSURANCE CO. S BUILDING. 



developed, chiefly by reason of the advent of the indispensable street railway. The whole of the 
lines were recently consolidated under one management, with the result that the expenses of operating 
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were greatly reduced and a superior service was given to the public, which is absolutely unsurpassed 
by that of any other city in the Union. A stranger remarks at once the ease with which he is carried 
along on these roads at from eight to twenty miles an hour, no difficulty being experienced in reading 
on the way. This is due to the superior manner in which the road bed is prepared, and to the care 
with which the rolling stock and fixtures are maintained. The heaviest rails are used and special 
care is exercised in the adoption of the most improved systems of track laying, repairing, etc. The 
cars are lightly but strongly constructed, and have every convenience that can in any way conduce to 



RAMGE BLOCK. 

the comfort and safety of passengers. In summer, open cars are put on, and neither pains nor expense 
are spared to cater most effectively to the thousands who, on business or pleasure, patronize these lines. 
With careful and experienced drivers and gripmen, and with polite and attentive conductors, it is not 
at all surprising that the people of Omaha feel a just pride in their street railroads, and display that 
pride in a most practical manner by their extensive patronage and support. The fare everywhere is 
five cents, excepting on the line across the great steel bridge connecting the city with Council Bluffs, 
and the additional five cents charged here is well spent, for not only is the view from this point one 
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of surpassing interest and beauty, but the Iowa side to which we thus obtain access, contains many 
favorite summer resorts, among which Lake Mana.wa may be named as the most famous. No city ot 
its size contains so many miles of street railways or offers so complete a system as Omaha. The 
number of men employed, exclusive of those engaged in track and construction work, amounts to more 
than 200, a figure which rises to 500 when all are included. 

AGRICULTURE. 

The statement may safely be made without the slightest fear of contradiction that the city of 
Omaha is situated in the midst of a more fertile region than any other important center in the United 
States. More than this, it is an indisputable fact that the states and territories commercially tribu- 
tary to this city are more prosperous, taken as a whole, than any others in the Union. Their rapid 
growth as shown by the latest returns, is such as to excite the wonder and admiration of all who are 
interested in the development of this great country. The chief reason for this remarkable progress is 
to be found in the richness of their soil, unrivaled climate, and the superior class of emigrants which 
have been attracted by these great advantages. 

Agriculture is here brought to its greatest perfection, and the tiller of the soil rejoices in an abun- 
dant return for his labor and foresight. No foundation is more sure upon which to build a great city 
than that which rests upon the agricultural industry as developed in the state of Nebraska, and those 
in the immediate neighborhood. This region is the garden of the West. Its growth has been nearly 
double that of any other section of a similar size in the country. It is the great producing center of 
the United States. 

The Eastern, North Middle and Southern states do not grow enough wheat to supply the home de- 
mand — the South Middle states have a small surplus — but here more than four times the annual demand 
is grown, and hence, from these states and territories is exported to Europe and the East, the largest 
proportion of those supplies which are always required to make up their enormous deficiency. In Ne- 
braska alone, the increase in the value of the cereal crops has been most imposing, and gives a clear 
idea of the origin of the unbounded confidence which has always been entertained in regard to the 
fertility of the region of which Omaha is the commercial capital. The total product of these crops in 
this state for the decade ending with 1870 was 8,572,842 bushels, and this amount was an increase in 
ten years of 398 per cent. During the ten years ending with 1880, the total amount grown was 
88,039,613 bushels, and at the present time the figures reach to the enormous total of more than 300,- 
000,000 bushels. No such showing can be given by any other state in the Union. The growth has 
been steady without excessive fluctuations in either direction, and gives a sure promise for a brilliant 
future, whose possibilities cannot be foretold. During recent years the center of corn production has 
been transferred from the South to the West, and that of wheat from the Middle states to the Northwest. 
This change has given a much more prominent position to the Gate City than she before possessed as 
a great agricultural metropolis, and the rapid development of the adjoining country, which the above 
fact indicates, is of great importance as exhibiting in its true light the prospects of this prosperous 
city, and as a sign not to be misinterpreted, of the distinctive position which Omaha is destined to 
occupy among the leading centers of trade of the country. 

The natural richness of this section of country deserves more than passing notice, as it has been 
the ulterior cause of many of the momentous changes which are gradually taking place in the 
civilized world. European farmers, especially in England and Russia, are feeling most severely the 
effects of American competition more and more every year, and as the productions of the West increase 
in volume, and the surplus for exportation becomes larger, this competition must eventually drive the 
European agriculturist from his high priced land and cause him to seek a more profitable field for his 
labor. As a matter of fact, thousands of good English farms are at present lying idle because of the 
possibility of raising crops which will afford a fair living after the excessive rent has been paid, when 
sold at the prices to which grain has been reduced by the. placing upon the market there of the products 
of Omaha* s fertile country. It has been said that the only hope of these farmers is in the high rates 
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of transportation, and in the exhaustion of the rich prairie soil by bad farming. But such matters as these, 
although having a temporary effect are sure to right themselves. Abuses and faults unquestionably are 
to be found in the administration of our railroads in such matters as extortionate rates, but none are more 
quick to correct these than the American people, through the medinm of national and state laws, when the 
evil becomes of too pronounced a character. As for bad and reckless farming, the section of which 
Omaha is the center, has been settled by people from the best agricultural districts of Europe and the 
East, and although the great natural richness of the western prairies may cause them to be less partic- 
ular concerning a wise rotation of crops and fertilization, yet when the necessity arises none are more 
proficient in the art of keeping up the strength of the soil while making their living from its products. 
In any case nothing is so effective in correcting errors of this kind as the restricted income which is 
the natural result of bad farming. We have no hesitation whatever, in prognosticating that future 
returns will show a steadily increased productiveness in this fertile district as the possibilities and 
nature of the soil become better understood, and mixed farming takes the place of the growing of 
grain exclusively. The time has gone by when the farmer on the exhaustion of his eastern land simply- 
moved further west on virgin soil, and pursued his former methods, indolently preferring the incon- 
veniences and discomforts of frontier life to the careful study necessary to success under less favorable 
conditions. The character of the soil leaves its indelible impress upon the inhabitants of any dis- 
trict, and the most intelligent, practical, enterprising and thrifty farmers are invariably to be found 
where the soil yields an abundant return for the labor, foresight and experience which has been brought 
to bear in its cultivation. As is the country, so is the city. The same distinguishing features are in 
turn stamped upon the leading markets, and thus it will be understood why the city of Omaha im- 
presses the stranger with its wealth, prosperity and general air of comfort and thrift. This is one 
phase of the city's life; others have been fully treated in the preceding pages, and will enable the 
reader who is unacquainted with the Gate City of the West to become tolerably familiar with its 
salient and distinguishing characteristics. 

CLIMATE, 

There never was a period when greater attention was paid to the differences of climate, to the 
variations sudden or slow, between summer and winter, to the humidity or dryness of the atmosphere, 
to the tendency of any particular place to miasmatic or asthmatic influences, etc., and never was the 
climatological information regarding our country more complete than at the present time. Still there 
linger in the minds of many, some absurd ideas concerning the meteorology of the states of Nebraska 
and Iowa, especially the former, which it will be our aim to assist in dispelling. These ideas con- 
cerning the rapid and extreme changes of temperature, aad their effects, are just as erroneous as those 
anent the dry scorching winds coming from arid plains which some imaginative minds have conject- 
ured to be the salient feature of the western summer in this region. In regard to great and sudden 
changes of temperature, the effect is very different in various parts of the country where the most di- 
verse climatological conditions prevail. In those parts which border on large bodies of water, the humid- 
ity of the atmosphere is a most important element which must not be overlooked. Indeed an estimate of 
the temperature of a place depending entirely upon the records of the thermometer, is most misleading, 
and gives but little idea of the actual effect of the weather upon the health of its people. Many who have 
visited the more humid countries of Europe during the winter have had a little experience of the cold, 
moist winds when the thermometer was far above the freezing point. To a certain extent this is also true 
of our own Atlantic States, particularly in the North. But in Nebraska, which is about the center, 
geographically, of the United States, the air is dry and bracing, coming as it does from the Rocky 
Mountains over 500 miles of prairie. 

SOUTH OMAHA. 

If the growth of Omaha has been wonderful, the only term that can be used in connection with 
the devolopment of South Omaha, is that of phenomenal. It is well termed "The Magic City," for 
none other has, in the like time, become so fully equipped to do a gigantic business as this city. 
South Omaha was founded by a few enterprising citizens, who purchased about 1,500 acres of land. 
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joining the city of Omaha on the south, and announced their intention of building a city and estab- 
lishing a stock market. South Omaha is the first and greatest suburb of Omaha proper. It has a 
population of about 10,000 people and contains a stock market which is the third largest in the country. 
Here vast packing houses have grown up around the stock yards, and dwellings have been erected on 
the neighboring hills, and the stores, banks and office buildings have given the streets of the central 
part of the city an air that is truly metropolitan in character. There is direct communication with 
Omaha proper by electric cars, running at all hours of the day and night. Viaducts have been built 
across the railroad' tracks, the streets are paved, the city is thoroughly sewered, schools of the highest 

grade afford educational advant- 
I ages equal to any other city, and 
I the whole is governed by a muni- 
[ cipal government of most exemp- 
I lary character. Here five of the 
I largest packing and canning es- 
tablishments are located. Each 
year many thousands of cattle are 
slaughtered for packing purposes 
as well as for local use. The 
total average of the animals 
slaughtered here, as taken from 
the latest census, is equal to 
about 6,000 head per day. The 
slaughtering of hogs is about a 
million and a half per year, and 
of cattle about 318,000, while 
that of sheep is about 55,000. 
About one and one half million 
dollars is paid for labor in these 
packing houses each year. When 
it is considered that previous to 
t886, Omaha was at the foot of 
all the large cities in the packing 
industry, that it has now become 
third, being only less in import- 
ance to such favored centers as 
Chicago and Kansas City, the 
great growth of this national in- 
dustry will be fully appreciated 
and its importance as a develop- 
ing factor be thoroughly understood. The amount of money paid to the farmers each year by these 
packing houses exceeds $15,000,000. In addition to the packing houses there are several kindred in- 
dustries that have sprung up in conjunction therewith, such as those that are largely dependent upon 
such an industry. For instance there are cutlery works that employ about 200 men, a large brewery 
with $150,000 capital, operating under the name of ** The South Omaha Brewing Co." There are two 
national and two state banks tending to the national business of this thriving city. The Union 
Stock Yards Bank has a capital of $200,000, and The South Omaha National Bank, $50,000. Three 
newspapers are published, supplying full information concerning the packing industries, trade, etc., as 
well as general press news. They are the ** Stockman," " Drover's Journal" and the ** Boomer." The 
Live Stock Exchange and the Nebraska Live Stock Shipping Association include all the large stock 
dealers of the state in their membership. The streets are being well paved and graded and other 
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work being kept in full progress, and everything is done to make it an attractive residential as well 
as business place of rare advantages. South Omaha has practically the same railroad facilities as are 
enjoyed by the larger city. She has five hotels and excellent water works and gas company. 

We here append a table, showing the increase and percentage of slaughtering at this point for the 
past four year. 

CATTLE 

Year Killed. Increase. Per Cent. 

1887 83,858 12,759 17.94 

1888 132,900 49,042 58.46 

1889 239,578 106,678 80.27 

1S90 323,925 84,347 35. 20 

HOGS. 

Year Killed. Increase. Per Cent. 

1887 827, 253 673,647 344. 22 

1888 950*978 98,715 9.02 

1889 1,027,293 66,215 6.90 

1890 1,389,056 351,763 34. 20 

The Union Stock Yards have a 
daily capacity of handling livestock 
as follows: 

Number of hogs per day. . . 23,000 
Number of cattle per day. . 12,000 
Number of sheep per day.. 7,000 
Number of horses and mules. 700 

Total daily capacity. . . . 42,500 
The receipts of live stock dur- 
ing 1890 have far exceeded those of 
all other previous years and were as 
follows: 

Hog receipts $1,673,314 

Cattle receipts.. ..• • 606,699 

Sheep receipts 156,186 

Horses and mule receipts. 5,318 

Total live stock receipts $2,441,517 
From all that has been above 
written, we are confident that our 
readers will appreciate the sup- 
eriority of Omaha over all western 
cities, both in the matter of health- 

BOVDS'NEW THEATRE. . , • t , . • 

fulness, social and business stand- 
ing, educational advantages and those which go to make a city great. While her prosperity has 
been phenomenal, there is a marked absence of pauperism which is so frequently seen in cities of any 
considerable size, and moreover wealth has been accumulated more equally than is generally the case. 
The business houses are all prosperous in the extreme and the laboring classess are highly contented, 
as they are well paid and constantly employed and endowed with good health and cheerful homes. 
Society is equal to that of any city large or small in America, and every religious and social advan- 
tage maintains here. Opportunity has never more persistently offered her advantages to humanity 
than she has in Omaha during the past decade, and happy is he who avails himself of the golden pre- 
sent and secures an inheritance in this most prosperous and stable community. 
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CLIMATE. 

As regards tornadoes, cyclones, cloudbursts, etc., of which so much has lately been heard, it is 
an interesting fact that Omaha has never had to record their visitation. This is due to her peculiar situ- 
ation. It has been definitely ascertained that in order to have them develop their destructive force, a 
vast extent of level country is necessary, unobstructed by mountains, which would tend to reduce their 
velocity and power. Now while the prairies of Nebraska afford an immense plain for the formation 
of these destructive phenomena, they invariably pass beyond the bounds of the state before acquiring 
sufficient force to become dangerous. Hence the immunity enjoyed by Omaha and its surroundings 
from these calamitous visitations. Few sections are so fortunately situated as to be able to pass their 
storms on to those beyond, and escape themselves from their dire effects. 

The extremes of heat and cold in this favored section are seldom 85 degrees apart, a fact which 
stands out in strong contrast to those of almost all other parts, which range from 120 to 160 degrees 
between the highest summer and the lowest winter temperature. The former, in Omaha, seldom 
reaches 100 degeees, while the latter just as seldom falls below 15, and even when these uncommon 
markings of the thermometer are registered, the feeling is far from disagreeable or uncomfortable, as 
the absence of moisture in the atmosphere counteracts what otherwise would be oppressive heat or 
acute cold. 

Another fact consequent upon these desirable atmospheric conditions is, that even in the most 
sultry weather the nights are cool and refreshing, admitting of sound sleep, and a person wakes up in 
the morning reinvigorated and ready for the duties of the day. Those who have experienced the. diffi- 
culty of obtaining a night's rest during an eastern hot spell, will understand what an advantage this is. 

The influence of climate in conducing to long life is acknowledged by all, and in the past many 
unfavorable remarks have been passed upon the absence of grayheads in Omaha. But it should be 
remembered that in the earlier days of Western cities the population was composed chiefly of young 
and vigorous people who were able to stand the inconvenience and privations of frontier life. It 
should not appear strange then that there is a smaller proportion of old persons here than in other 
communities whose origin dates farther back. The conclusion that pur climate is not favorable to long 
life is a most unjust one and is now being rapidly disproved bv the latest vital statistics. Taking 
the year 1888 the daily papers of Omaha recorded the deaths of fourteen persons who were over 
eighty years of age. Two of these had passed their century, three were between ninety and one 
hundred years, six fell short of ninety but were over eighty-five and the remaining three were between 
eighty and eighty-five years of age. The records of later years point just as clearly to the fact that 
there is now just as large a proportion of very old people in Omaha as anywhere else. 

There are other considerations also which enter largely into the subject of the healthfulness of 
any city, and among these the sanitary condition is one of prime importance. In this respect Omaha 
need not fear a comparison with any place of its size in the country. Western towns with their ex- 
traordinary grcTWth covering as they- do a very large area in proportion to their population offer great 
difficulties to the sanitary engineer which are not encountered where the devolopment is slower and 
more normal. The authorities having charge of this department in Omaha have however been fully 
alive to the vital importance of a perfect system of drainage and the rigid enforcement of improved 
sanitary laws with the result that the annual death rate for this city is but one half that of the United 
States as a whole. 

Another potent factor in this gratifying result is the extraordinary healthfulness of the Missouri 
River water. Those who have seen this water in the spring of the year may be surprised to know 
that notwithstanding its muddy appearance the highest authorities on the subject in both Europe and 
America agree in recommending it above any pother in use throughout the cities of this conntry for 
its superior healthfulness. From the foregoing well established facts it will be seen that Omaha 
is one of the most favored and healthy cities in the Union and that no one need fear to take up their 
residence here on the score of climate, atmosphere, disturbances, or insanitary conditions whether 
natural or artificial. 
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In fact it has been proved by reliable statistics, and the experience of able physicians, that 
the metropolis of Nebraska is peculiarly favored in all those natural conditions which conduce to good 
health and long life. More than this, it is now known that for all pulmonary complaints, the clear 
dry air of Omaha acts as a curative, and that many cases of lung affection have been arrested in their 
early stages and have disappeared entirely under the tonic influences to be found here. This is un- 
doubtedly largely due to the elevation of Omaha, which is i,ooo feet above the sea, and is therefore 
raised above the malarial air of the bottoms. The death rate of one per thousand, speaks volumes 
for the suitability of this climate to all classes of people and makes a showing which cannot be 
equalled by any other city of the same size in the United States. 

Many people still cling to the belief that west of the Missouri River there lies a vast alkali desert 
which is a counterpart on a smaller scale oi the African Sahara. These persons should come West 
themselves, and have ocular demonstration of the fact that some of the richest land in the country lies 
hundreds of miles beyond that great stream. The rainfall in this section is steady and sure, and 
comes in moderate showers, and at reasonably regular intervals. There are no excessive downpours, 
such as cause so mnch damage in the East, but the annual average of thirty-five inches is spread over 
the various seasons in a manner which is conducive to the best results from the labors of the agricul- 
turist, and to the greatest comfort of all. The most copious rainfall is of course in the spring, when 
as much as five inches may descend in one month, and from this season till autumn, the rains grow 
less and less until the Indian summer arrives, with its gorgeous colors and dreamy air. Thus while 
the crops are in such a state as to require frequent showers, they receive abundant watering, and when 
dry weather is most anxiously desired by the farmer for his haying and harvesting operations, he is 
seldom disappointed. 

SUMMARY. 

Omaha, situated as she is in the geographical center of the United States, thoroughly understands 
her advantageous position and the grand future which lies before her. Realizing then the metropoli- 
tan character which she is bound to assume and that her growth will be in the future of that broad 
nature which is characteristic of those cities whose trade is becoming international in importance, 
her promoters have steadily aimed at laying solid foundations upon which the great superstructure 
may safely be reared. In every department therefore the experience of older centers has been utilized 
and the best methods have been adopted with the result that vast resources are being rapidly de- 
veloped in the most healthy manner, and she is achieving a high reputation as affording superior 
opportunities for the employment of capital. 

In no city of the West is the safety and comfort of the people more carefully secured. 

Her police force is most efficient in every particular affording ample protection to life and pro- 
perty and securing good order in every part. This body is composed of eighty patrolmen and fifteen 
officers and detectives and as regards physique, intelligence and training, they are not excelled by 
those of any other city in the Union. The annual cost of this force is $65,000. A significant fact 
in connection with this subject is that of all the cities in the United States the average number of 
arrests each year in portion to the population is less than one half that of any other having a popula- 
tion of more than 50,000. Nothing can prove more satisfactorily the peaceable character of our 
citizens and the perfect way in which justice is administered causing a wholesome respect for the law 
among all classes of society. The average number of station house lodgers is also very small, reach- 
ing in number 400 only. We append in this connection other statistics. The number of miles of 
streets to each patrolman is 8.4, the number of patrolmen to eafh square mile of territory is 3.28, the 
number of arrests annually to each patrolman is only 14 less than that of any other large city in the 
United States, and the cost of the force to each head of the population is but 47 cents. 

The fire department of Omaha is equally efficient, and affords ample protection against heavy 
loss through this cause which western towns especially have so much to dread. This department is 
composed of fifteen officers and fifty men, who operate four steam engines of the latest construction, 
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three hook and ladder trucks, five hose carts and two extinguishers. The alarm system is most 
complete in every part of the city, sixty-seven boxes being connected by fifty-two miles of wire. 
The number of hydrants amounts to 1113. The record of fires shows how perfect this department is 
in its equipment and training. The average number of fires is 254, a remarkably small showing 
considering the size of the city. The annual loss reaches $140,000. The yearly cost of this splen- 
did force is less than any other prominent city in the union, amounting to but $6,500. These facts 
speak eloquently in favor of the excellent administration of the most important affairs of the city, and 
prove the wisdom of the government, and the ample protection that is given to life and property. 

The advantages of Omaha as a place of residence may be briefly stated to he unexcelled in any 
important particular. With a most salubrious climate, bracing air, seasonable rainfalls, and de- 
lightful autumns, it is ndt surprising that sickness should be rare, and that many diseases are cured 
by climatic influences alone. As regards those refining and civilizing agencies, such as the press, the 
school, the churches, etc., the progressive spirit of the people is shown in the power which these 
wield throughout the community. 

There is an almost entire absence of pauperism in Omaha which contrasts forcibly with other 
cities, and wealth is more equally distributed than in other similar places in the country. Our 
laborers are as a class most contented, no strike of any moment having occurred here since 1881, and 
many of the better class reside in their own homes and take an active interest in the welfare and pro- 
gress of the city. 

The trade of the city is on a sound basis, manufacturers are coming in, capital is being attracted, 
and still the opportunities for profitable business are numerous and extremely favorable. 

Few centers have such a rich agricultural and mineral country lying comparatively undeveloped 
at their doors and no one can pretend to foretell the great future which is in store for a city with such 
unrivalled natural advantages, and holding the key to a comparatively undeveloped region whose 
riches will be poured into the coffers of its established commercial center. 

The society of Omaha partakes of the vivacity and activity of western business methods, and 
is most attractive to those who have been accustomed to the stiff and frigid routine of the East. 
People are invariably hospitable and fond of amusement and recreation. The home reflects the pure 
influences of the church, while public life compares favorably with older and more conservative cen- 
ters. The professions are represented by gentlemen of signal ability, who have international reputa- 
tions m their various spheres of activity. Omaha is especially prominent in the possession of many 
eminent lawyers who have held high positions throughout the country. Her clergy, doctors, and 
journalists are in no way behind those of other cities, while in her garrison are always soldiers who 
have greatly distinguished themselves in active service. The two political parties are almost 
equally balancec} with the resul that the best nominations to offices are always made, and the gov- 
ernment of the city is in many respects a model one. 

Altogether Omaha's future is one of peculiar brightness, and considering her situation at an 
ample distance from Chicago and St. Louis, and on the borders of the last great fertile stretch of 
land this side of the Rocky Mountains, her claims to become the great mid-continent metropolis are 
certainly well founded. 
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THE CUDAHY PACKING COMPANY, 

50UTH OMAHA, NEBRASKA. 



It is with a feeling of pride and satisfaction that Ameri- 
cans contemplate the rise and progress of those great con- 
cerns that have so largely contributed to Omaha's commer- 
cial supremacy, and of which the widely-known Cudahy 
Packing Company is such an eminent representative. 
This steadily increasing business was established in 1887 by 
the Armonr-Cndahy Packing Company, and eventually, 
November 15, 1890, was succeeded by The Cudahy Packing 
Company, the executive officers being Mr. Michael Cudahy, 
of Chicago, 111., president and Mr. Edward A. Cudahy, of 



South Omaha, Neb , vice-president and general manager. 
This company which is the second in size in the world, has 
been duly incorporated under the laws of Illinois with 
large capital, and its trade now extends not only through- - 
out the entire United States and Canada, while vast quan- 
tities of its provisions are exported to Great Britain, 
Europe, Mexico, the West Indies and Central and South 
America. The company's works at South Omaha have an 
area of thirty-five acres, and they are now adding five 
acres and four new buildings to the plant. The following 
statement for the year ending November 30, 1891, shows the 
extent of the company's business, viz.: Total distributive 
sales. $15,183,000; total pay roll. $785,000; total number 



of employes, 1,800; total ground covered by bnlldings^ 
19>^ acres; total floor area in buildings, 68 acres; total 
cold storage area in buildings, 12 acres; hogs killed. 610,- 
801; cattle killed, 102,473; sheep killed. 16,878; made pork 
(all kinds), 28.107 bbls.; made beef (all kinds). 24,020 bbls.; 
made lard (all kinds), 26,468,751 lbs.; made dry salt meats. 
46,850,500 lbs.; made sweet. pickled meats, 88,791,878 lbs.; 
made smoked meats, 25.022,840 lbs.; made canned meats, 
15,192,180 lbs.; made butterine (6 months), 975,000 lbs.; 
made fertilizers, 9,260.000 lbs. There is always a number 
of government inspectors on the company's premises, and 
all the processes of curing as well as of the meat itself are 
subjected to close and careful inspection. The Cudahy 
Packing Company handles only first-class stock, and deals 
very largely in pork, fresh beef, mutton, dressed hogs, 
mess pork, hams, bacon, lard, canned meats of all kinds, 
etc. A specialty is made of its famous "Rex Brand** 
Canned Meats, Hams, Cudahy Beef Extracts, Pepsin, Red 
Star Lard and Rex Lard, which are general favorites 
wherever introduced, being absolutely unrivalled in Amer- 
ica or Europe for quality, reliability and uniform excel- 
lence. Orders for car-load lots of provisions, etc., are 
promptly filled at the lowest ruling market prices, and 
complete satisfaction is guaranteed the most exacting cus- 
tomers. They ship on an average seventy-five car-loads 
of meats and provisions daily by their own cars, which 
are known as the Cudahy Refrigerator Line and Cudahy 
Tank Line. At their works they have extensive tin can 
factories and complete machinery equipments for the man- 
ufacture of boxes, pails and cans. They are now having 
built in Chicago under the supervision of Mr. Michael 
Cudahy a splendid 150 ton ice machine, and are already 
utilizing three first-class ice machines at their works. The 
company's Chicago wholesale market is situated on the 
corner of North street and Sheffield avenues, where an 
extensive and choice stock of fresh beef, pork and provis- 
ions is at all times on hand. The company's provisions are 
the best and finest in the market, and the supervision in 
their packing houses is so perfect, that it is impossible for 
a diseased or inferior animal to be entered for consumption. 
Mr. Michael Cudahy was born in Ireland, but has resided 
in Chicago the greater part of his life, where he is highly 
esteemed in trade circles for his ability, enterprise and 
sterling integrity. He has for many years been connected 
with the celebrated firm of Armour & Co., and in fact, was 
practical head of that firm for pork products. Mr. E. A. 
Cudahy, the vice-president and general manager is a 
brother of Mr. M. Cudahy. He was born in Milwaukee, 
and for many years was the head of Armour & Co 's beef 
department. Mr. E. A. Cudahy is a man of great energy 
and integrity, and is considered one of the best judges of 
live stock in the United States. Both Messrs. Michael 
and E A. Cudahy are popular and prominent members of 
the Chicago and Omaha Boards of Trade, and have woo 
by sheer merit their present place and power in the com- 
mercial world. The Cudahy Packing Company has fresh 
supply meat depots and branches in all sections of the 
United States, and is always in a position to quote prices 
for its products that are out of the range of competing 
concerns. 
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, PAXTON A QALLAGHER. 

The growing importance of Omaha as a great commer- 
cial center is most clearly shown in reviewing the leading 
wholesale houses, which have their headquarters here. 
That of Messrs. Paxton & Gallagher is worthy of special 
mention as being the largest and most enterprising wholesale 
grocery establishment in the city. The business was inaugu- 
rated sixteen years ago by Mr. Benz. Gallagher, the present 
junior partner, and in 1879 the present style was adopted, 
Mr. W. A. Paxton, one of our foremost business men, 
being admitted to partnership. The premises, which are 
located on South Tenth street, and which have an entrance 
irom the bridge viaduct, consist of a splendid four-story 
"building, owned by Mr. Paxton. This has dimensions of 
•88x125 feet. The original quarters were situated on 
the comer of Fifteenth and Famam streets, the removal 
talcing place on the completion of the fine structure at 
present occupied in 1882. The firm handle a vast variety 
'of superior articles, selected from the best foreign and 
•domestic productions. How well they succeed in cater- 
ing to their large patronage is shown by the amount of 
their sales, which now reach the enormous value of over 
$2,500,000 each year. The stock embraces staple and 
fancy groceries, such as teas of superior quality, cofifees, 
spices, canned goods in tin and glass, sauces, table delica- 
cies and shelf goods of every kind, b^des a fine assort- 
ment of choice cigars and everything pertaining to this 
fundamental line. Besides a large city patronage ^ the 
house does a steadily increasing business with retailers 
throughout Iowa, Nebraska. Kansas South Dakota, Idaho. 
Colorado, Wyoming. Utah and Montana, steady employ- 
ment being given to a force of fifty-two capable indoor 
assistants, while twenty-three experienced traveling sales- 
men a^e kept continually upon the road. Every efifort 
is made to promote the activity of the trade, a Western 
Union Telegraph office being located in the building, and 
the interests of customers carefully considered and their 
orders promptly and accurately filled. Mr. W. A. Paxton, 
the senior partner, is a native of Kentucky, and holds 
many responsible and honorable positions in connection 
with the leading financial and mercantile establishments in 
the city. He is the president of the Paxton & Vierling 
Iron Works, a director of the First National Bank, vice- 
president of the Union Stock Yards, South Omaha, vice- 
president of the Builders' and Traders* Exchange, a mem- 
ber of the firm of Paxton & Sharp, engaged in the transfer 
of baggage, a member of the Omaha Board of Trade, and 
is universally respected and honored for his ability and 
enterprise. Mr. Benz. Gallagher, the founder, was born 
in Iowa, and came to this city seventeen years ago. He is 
recognized as an authority on all matters relating to his 
line, and to his wisdom and energy is due the splendid suc- 
cess which has attended the operations of this notable house. 



J. E. HOUSE. 

The profession of the civil engineer and surveyor is well 
represented in Omaha by Mr. J. E. House, a gentleman of 
splendid abilities and of long practical experience. Mr. 
House, who was born in the State of New York in 1882. . 
was engaged on the construction of the Erie canal enlarge- 
ment from 1850 to 1862. In October, 1852, he came West 
and entered the service of the Mississippi & Missouri Rail- 
road Company (now the Rock Island)^ in prosecuting their 
surveys across the state line of Iowa. He remain^ with 
them until 1860. From 1863 to 1870 he was in the employ 
of the Union Pacific Railroad Company, and from 1870 to 
1881 was chief engineer of the Omaha & North-Western 
^now the St. Paul & Omaha Line). He built and operated 
the road to Sioux City until June. 1881, when he was 
appointed chief engineer of the Kansas and Nebraska 
division of the Missouri Pacific Railway. In that capacity 
lie located and built the line from Omaha to Atchison. 



Mr. House has always been an indefatigable worker, and 
is recognized as one of the leading among the most accom- 
plished civil engineers and surveyors in the West. He 
undertakes topographical and plain surveys and plans for 
cities and towns, and pays particular attention to city im- 
provements, surveys and measurements of masonry, and 
(grading for private parlies, contractors and architects. 
Plans, estimates and specifications are also carefully pre- 
pared and work superintended. The fidelity and accur- 
acy manifested by Mr. House has been generally recog- 
nized, and he has been entrusted with some of the most 
important public and private work that has been carried 
out in Omaha and different sections of the West during 
recent years. Mr. House occupies an elegant suite of offices. 
No. 19 Board of Trade Building, employs a force of skilled 
assistants and is ever ready to offer his services as a con- 
sulting civil engineer and shrveyor or to furnish plans and 
execute work satisfactorily. He invites correspondence 
and gives judicious advice in all matters appertaining to 
his profession. 

J. M. DAVIS. 

The popular dealer in gentlemens' furnishing goods, Mr. }. 
M. Davis, has been established at 820 North Sixteenth street 
since 1886, and has secured a very large share of public 
patronage. He carries a fine assortment of high grade 
derby hats in the new fashionable blocks, also soft hats, caps 
and everything desirable for boys and children. In mens' 
furnishing goods the stock embraces the latest and m3st at- 
tractive novelties in neckwear, fine dress fiannel, silk and 
other kinds of shirts, collars, cuffs, hosiery, gloves, suspen- 
ders, jewelry, scarf pins, canes, umbrellas and everything 
that belongs to the business of the mens* furnisher. Mr. 
Davis always leads aud never follows in styles and prices. 
He was born in Indiana, and prior to his location in 
Omaha in 1886, was for fifteen years engaged in the cloth- 
ing business in Illinois and Iowa. He is a member of the 
A. O. U. W., and is very popular in this city. In addition 
to his line of mens' furnishings, hats, etc. , he has a large 
*'Pant department" where all grades of pants can be had 
at low prices. His $1.90 "Never Rip" pants are the talk 
of the city. 

E. A. DAYTON A CO. 

One of the most successful and prosperous houses in its 
special line in Omaha is that of £. A. Dayton & Co. The 
business they are now conducting was established in 1888 
at 406 Sheely Block and recently moved to the ground 
floor of the same building, 417 South Fifteenth street. 
The store is 25x60 feet in size, tastefully arranged and 
fitted up and provided with every convenience for all pur- 
poses of the business. The firm make a specialty of im- 
porting and dealing at wholesale in fine jewelry of every 
description, including rings, chains, charms, also watches, 
clocks, watch material and findings, jewelers' tools, etc. 
The stock carried is one of the largest of its kind to be 
found in the city and an extensive trade is supplied which 
comes from all the surrounding states. The firm can 
always offer the best inducements at the lowest 
prices and fully guarantees every article sold to be 
strictly as represented. Mr. E. A. Dayton and Mr. S. R. 
King, the copartners, were both born in Sterling, III., and 
are thorough, active, enterprising business men. Mr. 
Dayton for a period of nine years was in business at 
Nevada, Iowa, and Mr. King was in his employ three years. 
In 1888 a removal was made to this city, since when they 
have been associated as partners and established a large, 
flourishing trade. They are progressive young men, up- 
right and honorable, and the splendid business they have 
built up is at once indicative of the vim and vigor which 
has characterized their operations. Mr. Dayton is a 
member of the Odd Fellows and Mr. King of the Knights 
of Pythias. 
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THE MILLARD. 

The Millard Hotel is one of the representative establish- 
ments and a prominent feature of Omaha, while as a first- 
class hotel it has no superior in the West, combining in a 
perfect manner comfort, elegance and convenience. It 
was built in 1881 and 1882 after the destruction by fire of 
the Grand Central Hotel. A syndicate composed of 
Messrs. J. E. Merkel, Thos. Swobe, Sam Shears, J. H. 
Millard and Geo. Gracomini was organized, which at once 
provided the necessary capital and built the house. It was 
opened to the public July, 1883, four stories only then 
being completed, containing 130 rooms, and sqcty days after 
the fifth story was constructed, and later, two other addi- 
tions were made. The Millard now contains over 200 
rooms available for guests, of which 187 are bedrooms. It 
is a thoroughly fire-proof structure, and has six fire walls 
extending through the building. The plumbing alone cost 



910,000, and it has the finest office lobbies in the United 
States. No pains or expense has been spared in fitting up 
the interior. Every modem accessory of the decorator, 
cabinet maker and upholsterer have been utilized, and the 
Millard is a beautiful exhibit of advanced achievements 
in the above lines. The hotel is supplied with all modern 
improvements, electric lights and bells, steam heat, eleva- 
tors, fire escapee, barber shop, bath rooms, readino: and 
writing rooms, etc. Ventilation has been a study with the 
builder of the Millard, and the air in its rooms and corri- 
dors is always pure and sweet, while it is kept at a proper 
temperature for comfort at all seasons of the' year. The 
dining-room has a capacity of seating comfortably 200 
guests, and there is also a private entrance to the hotel for 
ladies. Mr. Thos. Swobe, the proprietor, is noted for 
having at all times the best and choicest in the market 
upon the table, and plenty of ic, while a distinguished chef 
and competent assistants are employed. The Millard is 
conducted on the popular American plan, the rates being 
only from $3 to $5 per day, with reductions for permanent 
guests. These rates are remarkably reasonable, when the 
superiority of the accommodations and the exceptionally 
high standard of the cusine are taken into consideration. 
Mr. Swobe eventually purchased the interests of other pro- 
prietors, and is now sole owner. He is a native of Fulton 
County, New York, s^d for eighteen years was proprietor 
of the Eaton House on the Union Pacific Railway. Mr. 
Swobe is highly esteemed by the community for his kind 
and courteous manner and sterling integrity, and guests 
having once stopped at the Millard are sure to return when 
revisiting Omaha. The registers of the Millard contain 
hundreds of prominent names, and under Mr. Swobe's 
careful management, this hotel is now enjoying a patronage 
of an extensive and influential character. 



STANDARD OIL COMPANY. 

The great representative establishment in Omaha in the 
line of illuminating and lubricating oils, is that whose office 
is located in the Merchants' National Bank Building; suites 
504 and 506, and which is a branch of the renowned Cincin* 
nati corporation, known as the Consolidated Tank Line 
Company, but which has now changed its name to the 
Standard Oil Company. The business of this great con- 
cern has, under the able management of Mr. L. T. Drake, 
the general manager for the states of Iowa, Nebraska, 
South Dakota, Kansas and Missouri, grown to very large 
proportions. The Omaha branch was\established ten years 
ago and in January, 1891, Mr. John B. Ruth, who for- 
merly had charge of affairs in Davenport, Iowa, be- 
came its manager, and gives to the execution of his 
responsible duties that zeal and energy which commands 
success. The agencies controlled from this center are 
located at Council Bluffs. Iowa, and at the following cities 
in the State of Nebraska: Fremont, Hastings, Norfolk, 
Lincoln. Beatrice. Grand Island. Kearney. Nebraska City 
and various other points, through which a large and re- 
munerative business is done. The storehouses of the 
company are located at Locust and Fourteenth streets, and 
are of extensive proportions, covering between two and 
three acres of ground. * Here is always to be found a com- 
plete stock of the goods produced by the company, includ- 
ing illuminating, lubricating and linseed oils, gasoline, 
turpentine, axle grease and articles of a similar nature. 
These are recognized as of the highest quality, and unsur- 
passed by any upon the market to-day for general excellence 
and adaptation to the purposes for which required. The 
demand has become so great in this section that no less than 
16,000 barrels of lubricating and other oils are handled 
every month, steady employment being given to a force of 
fifty capable hands. Mr. L. T. Drake, the general 
manager, is a native of Buffalo, N. Y., but is now 
a resident of Omaha. Mr. Ruth is a native of 
Pittsburg, Pa. , who came West six years ago. He pos- 
sesses an intimate knowledge of all the details of the 
business and caters successfully to the best class of trade. 
Their offices are fitted up in bank style, and have at hand 
every requisite for conducting the affairs of the establish- 
ment in such an energetic and honorable way, as to se- 
cure the activity of trade and the permanent patronage 
of all who once give them their orders. 



A. L. UNDELAND db CO. 

The trade in barbers' supplies has assumed vast propor- 
tions, and a firm which is thoroughly representative in 
this line in Omaha is that of A. L. Undeland & Co., whose 
store occupies the ground floor and basement at 106 South 
Fourteenth street. The business was established in 1886, 
and since that time the trade has gradually increased until 
to-day it extends over Nebraska, Iowa, Kansas, Montana, 
Wyoming and the Dakotas, requiring the services of two 
traveling men. The firm is composed of Mr. A. L. Unde- 
land and Mr. U. J. Stephens, both young men and .both 
natives of Norway, having come to Omaha ten years ago. 
Mr. Undeland was formerly in the jewelry business, and 
worked for the trade. The firm handles everything in the 
way of barbers' furniture and supplies, and also fine cut- 
lery, such as shears, razors, pocket knives, paper cutters, 
etc. They also carry decorated shaving mugs and orna- 
mental bottles. They are importers of the Black Diamond 
Razor which has won such a name for itself. They make 
a specialty of grinding and concave work, which they do 
on the shortest notice. Estimates are furnished for the 
complete fitting up and furnishing of barbers' shops at 
lowest prices, including every novelty and convenience. 
Their stock is of the most varied description, and an in- 
spection of the same will repay a visit. Their goods are 
all derived from the best sources of manufacture, and their 
prices are unusually low throughout. 
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W. R. BENNETT COMPANY. 

The great leading emporium of wholesale and retail 
trade for Omaha and her vast tributary territory in the 
lines of groceries, crockery, glassware, house furnishing 
goods, furniture, etc., is that of the W. R. Bennett Company, 
which occupies the magnificent modern four-story premises 
extending from 150H to 1514 Capital avenue. The busi- 
. ness was established in 1878 by Mr. W. R. Bennett, who 
early developed a flourishing trade. In 188S the important 
interests involved were duly capitalized under the appro^ 
priate title of the W. R. Bennett Company, with a paid up 
capital of $100,000. Mr. Bennett holding the bulk of same 
and discharging the duties of president, secretary and 
treasure^ in the ablest manner. Mr. A. McMillan became 
manager and is especially qualified by reason of skill and 
experience. The store, now 66x84 feet in dimensions and 
four stories and basement high, is entirely inadequate for 
the volume of trade and the Company is about building 
an additional edifice on the adjoining lot, to be a one-story 
and basement brick, and which will give the establishment 
total dimensions of 132x104, thus rendering it by far the 
largest retail store in Omaha, affording employment to up- 
wards of one hundred hands. Building operations are be- 
ing tapidly prosecuted and the summer of 1892 will witness 
the completion of this vast mercantile establishment. The 
store is divided into numerous departments, and a thorough 
system of organization is enforced throughout. Here is an 
entire and complete stock of staple and &ncy groceries, the 
purest, freshest and lowest priced in town; beyond is a 
comprehensive stock of drugs and sundries; china, queens- 
ware and glassware are carried here in a profusion 
nowhere else duplicated: so with all kinds of house-furnish- 
ing goods, and l>oots and shoes, trunks and bags, toys, 
novelties, hardware, tools, cutlery, notions, etc., rugs, cur- 
tains, shades, etc. , fill a large department, while the stock 
of cabinet furniture is complete and quoted at lowest 
prices. There are also large storage warerooms for all 
kinds of goods on the upper floors. This is the popular 
headquarters for all the above descriptions of goc^ls and 
the establishment is crowded with customers all day long. 
The greatest credit reflects upon Mr. Bennett, whose abil- 
ity, energy and integrity have won such a great success. 
He is an old resident oi Omaha, commencing business here 
in a small way. steadily enlarging same, bringing in new 
lines of goods as the demand arose and always making 
quality the first consideration. He has important whole- 
<»le connections and also does a heavy mail order trade. 
This is a model store. It has the electric light, while the 
cash railway system has been introduced. In addition Mr. 
Bennett owns and conducts a harness and horse goods 
store on North Fifteenth street, where is kept the fullest 
and most desirable line in town of harness (all grades)* 
saddlery, bridles, horse clothing, turf and stable goods. 
Mr McMillan, the popular and able manager of this great 
concern, was born in Glengarry, Canada, and has been a 
resident here for twelve years. He has risen to his pres- 
ent post by reason of hard work and honest dealings. 
Mr. Bennett, the president of the Company, is one of the 
most respected and public spirited of Omaha's citizens, 
and by his efforts has developed here an emporium second 
to none in the United States as regards its character, mag- 
nitude and annual volume of sales. 



JOHN F. COOTS. 

Mr. Coots is a native of England, but has lived in this 
country (chiefly in New York City) since a boy of six 
years of age. He is a gentleman in the full vigor of ma- 
ture manhood, with ample promise of a long continued ca- 
reer of usefulness and prosperity. For the past quarter of 
a century he has been extensively engaged as a contractor 
and builder, principally of public buildings and large busi- 
ness blocks, and in pursuit of this kind of work has traveled 



extensively throughout this country. In 1882 he came to 
Omaha from Detroit, Mich., where he had long been en- 
gaged in business and at once commenced active operations 
here. His first contract of importance was the Douglass 
County Court House, which cost when finished $300,000. 
Its completion at once advanced Mr. Coots to a prominent 
degree in the estimation of the commpnity, and since then 
many works of importance in the building line inaugurated 
in Omaha has been intrusted to his supervision; all of the fire- 
proof buildings here, with the exception of two, have been 
constructed by him, and this is saying a good deal when the 
great improvements that have gone on in the city in the 
past decade are taken into consideration. At present writing 
Mr. Coots is the contractor for the construction of our new 
city hall, which, when completed, will be one of the finest 
structures of its kind in the West, and which will cost in 
the neighborhood of $500,000, of which we give a handsome 
illustration in the historical part of this work. One hundred 
men are employed on this building. At the comer of Sixth 
and Tones streets is located the extensive shops and factory 
of Mr. Coots. The plant occupies an area 218 feet on each 
side of Jones street by 132 feet, and consists of several sub- 
stantial buildings devoted to the various departments of 
manufacture. Steam (>ower is used, an engine of sixty 
horse-power being utilized, and forty men are regularly em- 
ployed at this establishment. Here is manufactured, for h is 
contract work only, all kinds of fine hardwood work, stairs, 
bank and office work, wood carving, turning, planing and 
sawing. A specialty is made of kiln-dried lumber in quan- 
tities to suit, the dry kiln having a capacity of 60,000 feet 
of lumber. Estimates are cheerfully furnished on applica- 
tion, and the trade of the house in this respect is extending 
in all directions. Mr. Coots is a prominent F. & A. M. 



THE MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY. 
The Omaha office of the Mutnal Life Insurance Com- 
pany of New York, under the able and careful manage- 
ment of Mr. W. F. Allen, the general agent, is located 
corner of Farnam and Thirteenth streets. The Mutual 
Life is the largest and strongest life insurance company in 
the world and was organized in 1843. Its accumulated 
assets now amount to over $150,000,000, a sum that is 
greatly in excess of that held by any other insurance corpo- 
ration in the United States or Europe. Over 200, 0(X) poli- 
cies are now in force, and its annual income is about 
$35,000,000. The total sum paid to the insured since the 
foundation of the Mutual Life exceeds $310,000,000. It 
issues all kinds of life and endowment policies, and has 
lately introduced to the public its Consol Policy. This 
policy combines more advantages with fewer restrictions 
than any investment insurance contract ever offered. It 
consolidates insurance, endowment, investment and annual 
income, and no other company in the world offers a similar 
advantageous policy. All the company's policies are free 
from technicalities and are incontestible after two years, 
with entire freedom of travel, residence and occupation. 
Mr. W. F. Allen, the general agent for Nebraska. North 
and South Dakota, Wyoming and Utah, has had charge 
for the past ten years of this department. He was born 
in Massachusetts, but has resided in Nebraska since lb64. 
Mr. Allen is widely known in business circles for his 
promptness, ability and sterling integrity, and is also vice- 
president of the Omaha Dime Savings Bank. The follow- 
ing gentlemen are executive officers and trustees of the 
Mutual Life, viz: Richard A. McCurdy. president; Rob- 
ert A. Granniss. vice-president; Walter R. Gillette, general 
manager; Isaac F. Lloyd, second vice-president; William 
J. Easton, secretary; Frederick Schroeder. assistant secre- 
tary; Archibald N. Waterhouse. auditor; Emory Mc- 
Clintock, LLD., F. I. A., actuary; Frederic Cromwell, 
treasurer; William P. Sands, cashier; William G. Davies, 
general solicitor; William. W. Richards, comptroller. 
Medical directors: Gustavus S. Winston, M. D.; E. }. 
Marsh, M. D.; Granville M. White. M. D. 
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IMPROVEMENT THE ORDER OF THE AGE. 



V 



This era of progress has given birth to many mechanical 
inventions of the greatest imaginable usefulness, none of 
which, however, exceed the wonderful typewriting ma- 
chines of which so many kinds are now made, including 
the good, bad and indifferent. As this is pre-eminently a 
practical age, merchants, financiers and literary workers 
have not the time or inclination to waste money and labor 
on articles of inferiority, but always seek the best. This 
leads us to present in this review an account of the merits 
of the Smith Premier Typewriter, now conceded to be the 
best machine in mechanical construction, responsive ac- 
tion, light running, elastic, durable and perfect. The motto 
adopted by the makers of this splendid piece of machanism 
is "Improvement the Order of the Age," and working con- 
stantly toward this maxim they have made their machine 
the most perfect of any. It has the best arrangement of 
keys affording ease in manipulation and rapidity of action. 
The cylinder is so arranged that it may be drawn forward 
and the work inspected, or the true relation of a dropped 
letter found in a moment. The cylinders are change- 
able, so that a hard one may be used for heavy manifold- 
ing, by the change of a few seconds. The ink ribbon is 
manipulated by a duplex action tha^ uses every particle of 
the surface from side to side as it feeds. The keys lock 
when the end of the line is reached. A type cleaning 
attachment enables the operator to clean the type in ten 
seconds without soiling the hands, and there are in ad- 
dition to these peculiar advantages all the advantages 
claimed by other machines, so that this is indeed the 
"Premier" of writing machinery. On March 26. the War 
Department of the United States, after an examination by 
experts of different typewriters ordered the Smith Premier 
Typewriter Company to supply one hundred and fifty of 
their machines. This is the largest order ever given for 
typewriters anywhere. In a recent typewriting contest at 
Syracuse, N. Y., one hundred and eighty-two words were 
written in a minute on the Smith Premier Typewriter, or 
ten words more than ever written on any other machine in 
the same time. The Omaha headquarters for this machine 
has been established eighteen months. The manager, Mr. £. 
H. Mayhew, being one of the leading shorthand teachers in 



the West, has met with great suc- 
cess, which is increasing each month. 
He is a native of La Porte, Ind., 
and formerly conducted a shorthand 
school at Detroit, Mich. The ter- 
ritory covered by the agents of this 
branch consists of Nebraska and 
Western Iowa, and is proving a 
very fruitful field for this agency. 
The headquarters are located at 
1609>^ Farnam street, Omaha, 
where a full supply of machines, 
paper, ribbons, oilers, carbon paper, 
reporters books, check perforaters, 
etc., is carried and an immense 
trade is handled. 



J. H. FLIEGEL 

One of the most successful among 
the merchant tailors in the city is 
Mr. J. H. Fliegel, who since 1879 
has been in business on his own ac- 
count, and who for eleven years 
has been located at 1320 Douglas 
street. Mr. Fliegel always has on 
hand a full line of choice suitings, 
overcoatings, trouserings etc., of 
both European and American pro- 
duction. His personal attention is 
given to the cutting department, 
the best satisfaction is assured 
to patrons, as he is moderate 
in his prices, while the work he turns out is first-class. A 
special feature is made of repairing and cleaning gentle- 
men's clothing. Mr. Fliegel is a native of Germany, and 
came to Omaha in 1871. He is very popular as a business 
man and citizen. 



AMERICAN INVESTMENT UNION. 

The American Investment Union was organized in< 1888, 
and was incorporated in 1890, under the New York State 
Laws, with head offices in the Stewart Building at 280 
Broadway, New York, and with branch offices in Boston, 
Providence, Baltimore. Detroit. Indianapolis, Chicago. 
Milwaukee, St. Louis, Kansas City, San Francisco and 
Omaha. The Omaha office is in charge of Mr. G. C. Lam- 
bert, at 437 Chamber of Commerce Building, and has been 
established here one year. Mr. Lambert, who is a native 
of New York, came to Omaha in January. 1890, and by his 
energy and business tact is domg much to spread the 
interests of this organization over this city and the State of 
Nebraska. The American Investment Union is organized 
to enable small investors to combine and gain equal advan- 
tages with capitalists in making investments, thus affording 
a basis for an accumulating investment, and enabling the 
use of an accumulation when made to provide a life in- 
come thereafter, without work or risk. It embodies sound 
conservative business methods and by its plan the smallest 
investor has equal power, per dollar, with the capitalist. 
Installment shares are $100 each, payable quarterly, semi- 
annually or annually, and all installments bear 6 per cent 
interest guaranteed, while dividends from profits are ap- 
portioned annually, and in 1891 alone amounted to 14 per 
cent. The record of this company is as follows: Dec. 31, 
1888. capital and surplus. $110,851.45, surplus dividend, 9 
percent; Dec. 31,1889. assets, $167,581.99, capital and 
surplus, $121,648.60, surplus dividend, 12 per cent; Dec. 
31. 1890, assets, $304,298.78, capital and surplus. $173.- 
037.48. surplus dividend, 14 per cent; Dec. 31, 1891. assets, 
$601,288.56, capital and surplus, $349,926,21, surplus divi- 
dends 14 per cent; investment shares subscribed for, over 
$5,000,000. 
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D. W. VAN con JEWELRY COMPANY, 

One of the best patronized and finest jewelry establish- 
ments in Omaha is that of the D. W. Van Cott Jewelry 
Company, importers and dealers in fine diamonds, watches, 
etc., whose store is located at the corner of Farnam and 
Fourteenth streets. This flourishing business was estab- 
lisl^d six years ago by Mr. D. W. Van Cott, who is sole 
proprietor. He occupies a commodious and spacious store, 
which is in every way a model both as to furniture, 
decorations and arrangements. Here is always carried a 



comprehensive and reliable stock of jewelry, watches, dia- 
mond goods, sterling silver, plated ware, optical goods, 
marble clocks, opera glasses, etc. In solid gold jewelry the 
assortment includes half sets and quarter sets and single 
articles, embracing a superior line of rings, earnngs, pins, 
broaches, necklaces, bracelets, chains and lace pins. 
Mr. Van Cott makes a specialty of the finest American and 
foreign silver and gold watches, while we also recommend 
him for dealing in the choicest mounted diamond jewelry 
and other precious stones set in all the popular styles. 
In precious stones he has always on hand a superior 
assortment of diamonds, rubies, saphires, emeralds, pearls, 
turquoises, etc., and possesses many matched diamonds 
of great beauty, which cannot be readily duplicated else- 
where. Five competent salesmen are employed, and the 
trade extends not only throughout the city, but also by 
mail throughout all sections of Nebraska and Iowa. 
Repairing of finfe watches and jewelry is also promptly 
undertaken. Mr. Van Cott is a native of Milwaukee, Wis. 
He is an honorable, liberal and able business man. 
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CDOK REMEDY COMPANY. 

The aim and object of this work, as elsewhere expressed, 
is to present to the public, not only an illustrated history 
of the city of Omaha from the founding of the settlement 
to the present, but a reflex of the business enterprises, 
commercial and manufacturing, which characterize Ne- 
braska's metropolitan city. Of the concerns that have 
done and are doing most to make Omaha known as a great 
commercial center to all the corners of this vast continent, 
and of those that are rendering the greatest utilitarian 
service to mankind, mention should be made of the Cook 
Remedy Company, whose establishment is located on the 
corner of Farnam and Thirteenth streets, and whose 
"Magic Cyphilene" for removing poisonous taints from the 
blood, has won praise and commendation from thousands 
of suffers all over the land. Indeed, what the Keeley cure 
is to the whisky cursed, the Cook Remedy is to the tortured 
from the incorporation of poisonous matters with the 
blood. As with the Keeley cure, too, the Cook Remedy is 
now occupying a prominent place in the discussions of the 
day; and each in its line is a specific, a blessing to those 
who suffer worse than death. At the offioes of the com- 
pany a regular, competent medical practioner is in con- 
stant attendance, and devotes bis whole time to cases 
placed in the hands of the Cook Remedy Company. Who 
is there among our readers who does not know something 
of the horrors of the impurity of the blood arisirg from 
indiscretionary acts, and that it is not wide-spread? That 
the disease exists in every workshop, in every mart of 
trade, and in every studio; that it drags its slimy and 
venomous length in our courts, our schools; that the 
ermined judge, the eminent jurist, the distinguished physi- 
cian awake in the still watches of the night to curs? the 
tormentor; and that even the innocent and the beautiful 
are not exempt from its poisonous breath. Victims of the 
fell disease are to be found under restraint in cells with 
padded walls in our insane asylums, and every almshouse 
has within its confines those who have met the dread 
enemy, who have been mortally wounded in the battle, of 
life, scarred, twisted and deformed, and who pray for death 
to end their woe. To the relief of all such, the great blood 
purifier, the Cook Remedy, comes as a blessing, and in 
place of loathsomeness it gives purity, and following its use 
is a clear eye. steady brain and an iron nerve instead of a 
creeping, crawling, rotting carcass. In the offices of the 
company are to be seen actual photographs of victims of 
the disease, with all its ghastly, grizzly horrors, and along- 
side these pictures of the same after thorough cure, backed 
by testimony which would be good and sufficient evidence 
in any court in the land. When the Cook Remedy Com- 
pany talk of a cure, they mean a permanent cure, not 
a mere patching up or temporary relief, and if they 
fail to effect a cure they undertake to refund every 
dollar paid them. By describing a case fully, they can 
treat a patient by m?iil; but if anyone should prefer to 
visit the office for treatment the company will guarantee 
to pay railroad fares both ways and hotel bills while 
here if they fail to effect a cure. The remedy is furnished 
only by the company direct to the consumer. Then the 
company is in a position to do all it guarantees to do. Half 
a million dollars is a reasonable figure at which to rate the . 
business and financial backing of the Cook Remedy Com- 
pany. Such high financial standing, confirmed by Dun's 
and Bradstreet's commercial agencies, gives weight to the 
unconditional guaranty of refunding money where a cure 
is not made, whilst the fact that during the past seven 
years but half a dozen requests for return of money was 
made is indicative of the effectiveness and thoroughness of 
the curative qualities of the Cook Remedy. The proprie- 
tor is one of Omaha's most solid and substantial business 
men. and his standing financially and socially is of the 
highest, while he has the entire confidence of all who have 
dealt with him. 
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D. D. SMEATON. 

Few, if any, among those engaged in the real estate bnsi- 
ness in this citv maintain a higher reputation for integrity 
and reliability than Mr. D. D. Smeaton, whose offices are 
in suite 488 Chamber of Commerce Building. This business 
was originally inaugurated as the Smeaton and Allen Com- 
pany. D. D. Smeaton, Geo. R. Allen and G. W. Coker be- 
mg the members of the organization in 1889. In January, 
1892, the company was dissolved, and Mr. Smeaton as sole 
proprietor continued the business. He possesses an intimate 
personal knowledge of the best residential and business 
properties in the city, and has upon his books some of the 
choicest property to be found anywhere in Omaha or its 
suburbs. A general real estate business in all its branches 
is carried on, buying, selling, renting.leasing and exchanging 
all classes of improved and unimproved realty, and a lead- 
ing specialty is made of handling on commission acreage 
and subdivision property in Douglas County. Nebraska. Mr. 
Smeaton also controls very desirable farm lands in 
Nebraska and Iowa which are exchanged for city lots. He 
negotiates loans on bond and mortgage, his excellent con- 
nections enabling him to do so on terms most favorable 
to the borrower. He is also prepared to undertake the 
management of estates for non-residents and others, and he 
has earned an enviable reputation for the careful manner in 
which he has maintained them at the highest standard of 
productiveness. He is a notary public and a large part of 
his success is due to his knowledge of real estate law, 
thereby protecting investors from imperfect titles, and giv- 
ing them confidence that money invssted through his office 
is not only profitable but safe. The telephone call of the 
office is Isltf. Mr. Smeaton was bom in New York State 
and has resided in Omaha since 1880. He is a member of 
the Omaha Real Estate Exchange and a prominent member 
of the Knights of Pythias. Mr. Smeaton has made for the 
last three years a specialty of handling South Omaha 
property as well on his own account as on commission. He 
IS thoroughly posted upon the values of our sister city and 
has the best faith in the future growth and develop- 
ment of that locality. The territory tributary to our stock 
yards and packing houses is so favorable and productive, 
that it is bound to bring us in rapid order second to Chi- 
cago. 

J. H. W. HAWKINS. 

Unquestionably the most prominent and successful arch- 
itect in the West to-day is Mr. J. H. W. Hawkins. Mr. 
Hawkins has probably drawn the plans and superintended 
the building of more churches, business blocks and resi- 
dences than any other architect in this section. Proofs of 
his skill and capacity are numerous, and the references he 
gives for work accomplished are of the highest class, em- 
bracing some of the finest churches and edifices of all kinds 
in this city and state. A partial list of these buildings are 
herewith given: Lincoln. C. E. Montgomery, L. W. Bill- 
ingsley, John Zehrung, Odell Dining Hall, Palace Stables: 
McCook, C. H. Meeker; Broken Bow. First National 
Bank; Geneva, Smith & Fillebrown; Seward. M. Berdolt 
& ^Son; Fairmont, hotel and stores. Public buildings: 
Lincoln, Nebraska Industrial College, Lincoln Catholic 
School; Milford Sanitarium, Blakeman Public School, 
Fairmont Public School, Ohiowa Public Schools. Churches: 
Lincoln, First Baptist Church. Trinity Episcopal Church, 
Plymouth Congregational; Omaha, St. Mathias Church, 
Wymore, Episcopal Church. Residences: Lincoln. R. O. 
* Phillips, J. D. Macfarland, J. J. Imhofif, Charles Ham- 
mond, John Zehrung. A. D. Burr, T. P. Kennard, C. T. 
Brown, D. G. Courtney, R. C. Outcalt, H. C. McArthur, 
Guy A. Brown, William M. Leonard. E. R. Guthrie, L. G. 
Baldwin, W. G. Maitland. Joseph Swan, Albert Watkins, 
George Brown, D. W. Brown; Milford, F. C. Johnson; 
Crete, Judge Morris; Geneva, Geo. W. Smith; McCook. 
George Hocknell; also the Trinity College at Lincoln and 



the residences of H. Kountz at Forest Hill; Guy C. Barton, 
Twenty-seventh street; W. M. Rogers and B. F. Smith in 
this city. As a designer and architect Mr. Hawkins* expe- 
rience is greater than that of any others in the profession 
in the West. The buildings he has erected are greatly ad- 
mired and commended for their stability, design and ele- 
gance, while the elaboration of detail and the attention be- 
' stowed on every department of the work reflects great credit 
on his professional ability and talents. Mr. Hawkins was 
born in the State of New York, educated at Cornell Uni- 
versity, from which he graduated in the class of '77 and 
soon after commenced business operations at Wilkesbarre, 
Pa. In 1885 he located in Lincoln. Two years ago he re- 
moved to this city and has since occupied a finely fitted up 
suite of office rooms at 423 and 4:^8 m the First National 
Bank Building. 

C. F. REED & CO. 

Among the energetic and reliable business men of Omaha^ 
whose ability and integrity have united in the upbuilding 
of this city, one of the best known and most highly re- 
spected is Mr. C. F. Reed, chattel loan broker. Mr. Reed 
began business in this city seven years ago. His 
office is at 819 South Thirteenth street, over Bing- 
ham & Son's commission house. He negotiates loans 
on chattels, deals in real estate, and makes a specialty 
of conducting exchanges, being regarded as the most 
capable matcher of exchanges in Omaha. He has good 
property and great bargains ready for barter at all times, 
and can at present offer 488 acres of land in South O'Neil, 
Neb., which is the finest stock farm land in the country, 
having water running all through it. He will exchange 
this for city or improved property. He also has twenty 
head of horses to exchange for city or suburban property, 
and a subdivision at Oak, Twenty-third and Twenty-fifth 
streets. Mr. Reed was born in Harvard, Wis., and was 
reared in New York State; later he returned to Harvard 
and came to Omaha nine years ago. 



THE UNION LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY. 

Every active business man appreciates the benefits to be 
derived from first-class life insurance, and it has become so 
potent a factor in our modern civilization and business 
connection, that most careful business men reckon the cost 
of a policy among the regular items of expense and only 
stop to consider the merits of the companies seeking their 
insurance. It is with pleasure that we direct the attention 
of our readers to the excellency of the Union Life Insur- 
ance Company of Omaha, as being one of the best 
conducted and most substantial concerns of the kind. 
This splendid Company was incoirporated at Hast- 
ings, Neb., under the state laws in 1886, and was re- 
incorporated in Omaha in 1891. The capital is $125,000, 
and the officers are gentlemen of the highest character and 
wide business experience, which establishes the safety to 
investors in a policy with this Company. The president is 
Mr. E. M. Mobsman; secretary, A. L. Wigton; general 
manager, J. R. Hunter, all being well known in leading 
commercial and financial circles. This Company has 
made a most excellent showing, having surplus as to policy 
holders equal to $147,000. and has deposited with the 
state $100,000. They write all the most advantageous forms 
of policies, making a specialty of long and short term en- 
dowments, and have a particularly taking contract in their 
twenty payment endowment, a policy which includes all 
the desirable options such as paid-up values, extensioa 
values, cash ana loan values. The -offices of this Company^ 
are located in the Brown Building, No. 407. They are 
elegant in their appointments and are a fit home for such 
a high class corporation. The business has developed phe- 
nominally and this Company will soon outstrip its com- 
petitors in this field, as it should, being a reliable home in- 
stitution. 
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HOTEL DELLONE. 

A flourishiog city like Omaha has always among its chief 
-distingaishing features, one of which, persons of all classes 
thoroughly understand and appreciate, namely, that of 
elegant and splendidly appointed hotels. The Gate City 
has many elaborate establishments of this kind, a note- 
worthy one being the Hotel Dellone, corner Capitol and* 
Pourteenth street, new, modern built and handsomely ap- 
pointed, and carried on the popular American plan. It 
was built in 1890 at a cost ot $140,000, and was finished 
and opened to the public under the careful management of 
Mr. C. W. Reed, February 5, 1891. In the same year, 
Mr. Frederick Dellone, the brother of the builder, after 
-whom the hotel is named, became a partner.* The Hotel 
Dellone is a substantial five-story and basement, brown 
stone and brick building, 66x120 feet in dimensions, and 
contains 120 rooms available for guests. Its furniture, etc.. 



cost $40,000, and no pains or expense have been spared to 
make it perfect in every detail. It contains all modern 
improvements, including electric lights and bells, elevators, 
steam heat, barber shop, telegraph and telephone messen- 
ger offices, reading and writing rooms, etc , while the bar 
is fully supplied with the choicest wines, liquors, beer and 
cigars. The sanitary arrangements are complete in every 
detail, and the means of escape in case of fire are perfect, 
while at the same time the building is absolutely fire- 
proof. All the rooms are elegantly furnished, and with all 
its comfort and superior table the rates are only $2.50 to 
94 per day. The best and choicest in the market is always 
to be found on the table, while the attendance upon guests 
is all that can be desired. The dining-room is a superior 
apartment and comfortably seats 115 guests. The base- 
ment is devoted to the engines, baggage and parcel rooms, 
kitchen, laundry and bakery, the first floor to offices. 



sample room, etc., the second to parlors, chambers, etc., 
and the other floors to bedrooms. The Hotel Dellone is 
well situated in the business portion of Omaha, and with 
all facilities for reaching any desired part of the city in the 
shortest possible time. Mr. C. W. Reed, the managing 
partner Bas had twenty-five years experience in hotel life. 
He was formerly proprietor of the Morton House and 
Grand Pacific Hotel, Nebraska City, Neb., and also 
of the Morgan House, Des Moines, Iowa, while he 
likewise was manager of five restaurants on the Rock 
Island & Pacific Railway. Mr. F. Dellone is a well- 
known contractor and builder, and a member of the firm 
of Dellone Bros., of this city. Mr. Reed was born in 
Michigan, and Mr. Dellone in Pennsylvania. Mr. Reed is 
noted for his sterling integrity in business circles, and those 
who have had experience of his warm hospitality will ever 
retain the most pleasurable recollections of the Hotel 
Dellone and its energetic manager. 



H. F. CADY LUMBER COMPANY. 

The great metropolis of the West, 
Omaha has establishments in every 
branch of staple trade which cannot 
be duplicated elsewhere, and a notable 
example of this is afforded by the relia- 
ble "H. F. Cady Lumber Company," 
which controls a great share of the 
wholesale trade in lumber in this sec- 
tion, and is annually enlarging its 
volume of sales at a rapid ratio. The 
business was established about twenty- 
five years ago by Messrs. Foster & 
Gray, which firm Mr. Cady joined 
about two years ago. The results of 
the enormous development of their 
trade was the reorganization of the 
concern on Junuary 1, 1892. under the 
existing title. Mr. H. F. Cady becom- 
ing sole proprietor. The extensive 
yards and mill are located directly at 
the junction of the B. & M. Railroads, 
and cover an area of several acres, 
where is always carried a vast stock, 
several million feet in extent of lumber 
of all kinds. The sash and door fac- 
tory supplies all standard sizes of 
doors, sash, blinds, moldings, etc. This 
is headquarters for oak lumber, also 
for hardwood lumber for interior trim- 
mings, and in these lines the leading 
builders and contractors of Omaha and 
vicinity obtain their supplies here. A 
large trade is also done in lime, cement, 
plaster, hair, building paper, lath, 
Oregon red cedar, shingles, etc.. 
in fact this is the great emporium 
cf the wholesale lumber trade for Omaha, and all the 
vast territory surrounding the business of which she 
controls. Mr. Cady has perfect railway shipping facilities 
and offers lowest prices and favorable terms on shipments 
of from one car-lot upwards. The company has no branch 
yards in the country, and selling as it does to dealers only, 
it is manifest that the trade can nowhere secure such 
obvious, direct advantages and inducements as here. Mr. 
Cady's office is conveniently located at Ninth and Douglas 
streets, where all orders will have prompt attention. It^ 
must be said to the credit of Omaha that such firms as the 
above have located their plants within its limits, and there- 
by contributed their full share to the city's growth and 
prosperity. There is no firm in the West that more ably 
represents the vast growth of the lumber interest in the 
United States than that of the H. F. Cady Lumber 
Company. 
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THE F. E. SANBORN COMPANY. 
A fitting illustration of the substantial growth and rapid 
development possible in this Western commonwealth, is ihe 
successful business career of The F. E. Sanborn Company, 
manufacturers of Standard 
Horse and Cattle Food. 
This enterprise was start- 
ed in May, 1886, by Mr. 
F. E. Sanborn, who is now 
president of the company, 
who, unaided by capital or 
otherwise, carried the busi- 
ness through the first year 
alone, filling every posi- 
tion from office boy to 
business manager in per- 
son. Although new in the 
field, and at that time un- 
known to the public, 
Standard Food soon made 
a name for itself in the 
limited territory in which 
it had been introduced. 
The next year he took in a 
partner and placed a rep- 
resentative on the road. 
The business prospered: 
the growing demands for 
Standard Food, which al- 
though before the people 
but a short time, was even 
then recognized as a nec- 
essary adjunct to success- 
ful stock-raising. It soon 
became evident that the 
use of Standard Food was 
not to be confined with the 
limits of a single state, 
and on May 29. 1888. the 
present company was dul]^ 
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incorporated under the state laws, and the facilities for 
manufacturing enlarged to meet the fast increasing de- 
mands. Success has marked this enterprise from its 
very inception; every year has seen the business almost 

doubled, and the output 
this year will be nearly two 
million pounds. From a 
force of one man, they 
have increased until thirty 
are now employed in the 
various parts of the es- 
tablishment, and from ci- 
phers, the capital stock 
and surplus has grown un- 
til it has now reached the 
very respectable sum of 
nearly $40,000. From a 
part of a small storeroom, 
affording only enough 
space to accommodate a 
limited manufacture^ and 
that too without the as- 
sistance of any machinery, 
they have increased their 
needs, until their plant 
now occupies nearly 5.000 
square feet of floor space, 
and is equipped with im- 
proved machinery, electric 
power, etc. The rapid 
growth of their business 
has already taxed this ca- 
pacity to its fullest extent, 
and in order to be pre- 
pared for the future, nego- 
tiations are now pending 
for the erection of a three- 
story brick building, hav- 
ing a floor space of about 
10,000 square feet, especi- 




B. E BRUCE. 



T. C. HAVBNS. 



Digitized by 



Google 



^^^^r-s^ 



90 



t^n and ^^^^^^^^'^m^UH ^^^^^^'^ 

Sm/wmo^ OHcR^Bjyirons 



ally constracted for their convenience with all modern ap- 
pliances. The territory actively covered in the sale of Stan- 
dard Food embraces eighteen states, extending from New 
York to the Pacific Coast. The number of agencies are al- 
ready over 5.000 and are looked after by an able corps of 
traveling representatives. The phenomenal success of The 
F. £. Sanborn Company, is i|pt surprising to those who 
have known its members and their methods of doing busi- 
ness. Energetic, honorable and thoroughly conversant 
with the needs of the farmer and stock-raiser, and happily 
having supplied a great need among this class, the wonder 
would have been had they not succeeded. The personnel 
of the company is sucn as might bring prestige to any or- 
ganization, and certainly should inspire public confidence. 
The president. Mr. Frederick £. Sanborn, is a young man 
of fine executive ability and business tact, energetic, genial 
and successful, and brings to his work stability of character 
and honesty of purpose. Mr. £. £. Bruce, vice-president, 
is at the head of one of the foremost wholesale drug houses 
in the West, and is a man of superior judgment and busi- 
ness ability. The secretary and treasurer. Mr. T. C. 
Havens, has been identified with the growth of Omaha for 
nearly twenty years, is the proprietor of a successful coal 
business, and is thoroughly equipped for the duties of his 
position, and is a gentleman of established integrity. Much 
credit both in the forming and developing of this business 
is due to Mr. C. W. Sanborn, father of the president of the 
company. The manufacturing of the goods has been in 
his charge, and having a wide practical knowledge in the 
care of live stock, his advice has at all times been sought 
with confidence and profit. All of these gentlemen are 
self-made men in the best sense of that expressive term, 
having begun on the ground floor, and by energy and force 
of character, have placed themselves in the front rank of 
successful business men, no better proof of which can be 

?;iven than the magnificent enterprise which they have 
ounded and managed so successfully. 

RICHARDSON DRUG COMPANY^ 

Representative among the most reliable and successful 
houses in Omaha in the wholesale drug trade, is that known 
as the Richardson Drug Company, whose offices and sales- 
rooms are situated at 902 to 900 Jackson street. This pro- 
gressive company was incorporated several years ago under 
the laws of Nebraska with ample capital, Mr. J. C. Rich- 
ardson being the president, Mr. C. F. Weller, vice-presi- 
dent and Mr. Amos Field, secretary and treasurer. The 
officers are expert and talented chemists, fully conversant 
with every detail of this important business and the needs 
and jrequirementB of retailers and jobbers. They occupy a 
spacious and substantial five-story and basement brick 
building 75x125 feet in area, fully supplied with all modern 
conveniences, electric lights, speaking tubes, steam heat 
and elevator. Here they keep an immense, valuable and 
well selected stock of pure drugs and chemicals, all kinds 
of druggists' requisites and sundries, patent medicines, 
surgical and dental instruments, rubber goods, sponges, 
toilet articles, perfumery, soaps, oils, acids, pharmaceuti- 
cal preparations and other articles too numerous to men- 
tion. They handle only really first-class goods, and make 
a specialty of complete outfits for drug stores. Orders by 
mail, telegraph or telephone are promptly filled at the low- 
est possible figures, and the trade of the house now extends 
throughout all sections of Arizona. New Mexico, Nebraska, 
Iowa. Kansas. Dakota, Wyoming and the entire Western 
and Northwestern territory and British Columbia. From 
fifty to sixty clerks, assistants, etc. . are employed in the 
establishment, and they also have several traveling sales- 
men on the road. Mr. Richardson also holds the impor- 
tant position of president of Chemical National Bank of 
St. Louis. Mo. The officers are highly esteemed in trade 
circles as liberal, honorable and enterprising business men, 
justly meriting the abundant success secured in this impor- 
tant industry. 



C. L. CHAFFEE. 

• 
The activity which characterizes ihe Omaha lumt>er 
market is largely due to the energetic and enterprising 
spirit displayed by the responsible firms in this important 
trade, and likewise to the advantageous position of the 
Gate City as a distributing center. Prominent among the 
progressive and reliable houses actively engaged in this 
steadily increasing trade is that of Mr. C. L. Cha£fee, 
wholesale dealer, whose office is located on the main floor 
of the New York Life Building. This extensive and flour- 
ishing business was established five years ago by Mr. C. 
L. Chaffee, who eventually in July. 1891. purchased the 
business of the Howell Lumber Company of Omaha, which 
he combined with his own. His yaras are conveniently sit- 
uated on Twenty-sixth street and the Union Pacific Railway, 
and have an area of fifteen acres. Here he keeps an im- 
mense and choice stock of white and yellow pine, hard- 
woods, oak posts, lath, shingles, etc., which are offered to 
the trade at the lowest possible prices. The superior 
character of the stock carried and the great care exercised 
in inspecting and shipping all lumber as per sample on 
representation, have achieved for this house a wide reputa- 
tion for honesty, causing a rapid development of its trade. 
Orders for car-load lots are promptly filled, and complete 
satisfaction is guaranteed patrons. Mr. Chaffee was born 
in Pennsylvania. He is widely known in trade circles for 
his business ability, enterprise and sterling integrity, and 
has built up his extensive trade solely by his own individ- 
ual efforts. Mr. Chaffee employs constantly fifty men in 
his yards, and has influential connections in the best pro- 
ducing lumber regions of the country. H. N. Jewett, 
formerly of Howell Lumber Company is with Mr. Chaffee 
in the capacity of manager, and is always ready to meet 
lumbermen and discuss the lumber problem. 



ED. E. HOWELL. 

Among the more prominent and active of those who are 
engaged in the insurance business in Omaha is Mr. Edward 
E. Howell, a young man of vim. vigor, energy and enter- 
prise. The business he is now conducting with such mariced 
success was established by his father Mr. S.J. Howell and him- 
self, as S. J. Howell & Co in 1875, and six years later came un- 
der his control. The business embraces a general fire, life, 
tornado and accident insurance and the companies represent- 
ed are among the most substantial of the strong underwriting 
corporations in the world, not only being noted for great 
wealth, but famous for promptitude in equitably adjusting 
and settling all lefiritimate claims Among these reputable 
companies are the Pheoix of Hartford with a capital of 
over $5,000 000. Hambursj-Bremen of Hamburg. Germany, 
capital $3,000,000. Boylston of Boston, upwards of a 
million. Citizen of New York. $1,126,000. and Prussian 
National of Germany. Owners of buildings desirous of 
safe and solvent insurance against fire or tornado, or life 
and accident insurance, can be accommodated at the office of 
Mr. Howell, who can always name the very lowest rates of 
premium and writes policies not only in the substantial 
companies above named, but any others of like reputation 
and standing. Mr. Howell, who was bom in Canada in 18i0, 
has resided nearly all his life in Omaha. He is a thorough, 
active, energetic young business man and the splendid con- 
nection he has secured is at once an evidence of his ability 
and influence He stands deservedly high in insurance and 
business circles and is looked upon as an authority in insur* 
ance matters commanding the respect not only of the general 
public but of his business compeers as well. He occupies 
an elegant suit of offices in the building 217 South Four- 
teenth street, and is well equipped for conducting business 
transactions correctly and promptly. Mr. Howell was elected 
to the city council last fall and has the honor of being the 
only democrat ever elected in this city. 
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THE MORSE DRY GOODS COMPANY. 

The leading house of Omaha engaged in the dry goods 
business is the Morse Dry Goods Company, which has the 
patronage of the oldest and best class of citizens, and is 
every way a highly representative institution. The busi- 
ness of this concern was founded in 1876 by Mr. S. P. 
Morse, the firm later becoming S. P. Morse & Co. In 1889 
the present company was formed and duly incorporated 
under the laws of Nebraska with an authorized capital of 
$510,000. $!M».000 of which has been fully paid. The 
president of the company is Mr. S. P. Morse, the founder, 
and the vice-president, Mr. W. V. Morse. Mr. S. P. 
Morse is a native of Medford, Mass. He has resided 
in Omaha since i876 and is known as one of the most 
progressive and popular business men of this city. Mr. 
W. V. Morse is a native of Halifax, Nova Scotia. He 
is also a director of the Nebraska National Bank. The 
Morse Dry Goods Company does the largest wholesale and 
reta'l dry goods business done in Omaha. The business is 
conducted at Sixteenth and Farnam streets, where a splen- 
did six-story building is occuoied, with a frontage of 44 
feet on Farnam street and 60 feet on Sixteenth street, 
making an "L" shaped building 153 feet deep. This is 
furnished with every modern convenience, having an 
independent electric light plant, furnishing one thous- 
and incandescent and ten arc lights. There are two 
passenger elevators connecting the floors, and every other 
convenience to be found in the most complete modern 
buildings. The basement of the building is used for house- 
furnishing goods, crockery, dishes, glassware, woodenware, 
kitchen and dining-room furnishings, etc. The first floor 
contains the departments for silks, satins, dress goods, 
table linens, muslms. furnishing goods, notion department, 
dress trimmings, buttons, soaps, perfumes, handker- 
chiefs, pocket books, bags, etc. The departments on the 
second floor include ladies' and children's hosiery and un- 
derwear, kid gloves, ginghams, prints, cambricks, calicoes, 
white goods, blankets, bed comforters, boots and shoes, 
parasols, umbrellas, books and stationery. On the third 
floor may be found cloaks, suits, jerseys, muslin, under- 
wear, corsets, boys' clothing, toys, patterns, etc., while the 
fourth floor contains the carpet and rug departments, also 
lace curtains, brass bedsteads, window shades and drapery. 
The fifth floor is the custom making dress department, 
and the sixth the mail order department. Over two 
hundred persons are employed, and the establishment, 
which is the largest West of Chicago, last year did a busi- 
ness of eight hundred thousand dollars. 



Q. W. DOUGLASS & CO. 

Among the most substantial firms engaged in the whole- 
sale and retail trade in hardwood lumber in Omaha is that 
of Messrs. O. W. Douglass & Co.. whose office is at 1810 
North Sixteenth street, and yards on the comer of Six- 
teenth and Charles. The business was established three 
years ago by its present proprietors, and has steadily in- 
creased until it now covers Nebraska. Wyoming. Idaho, 
Iowa. Utah and the North and West. Constant employ- 
ment is given to six hands and several teams. The prem- 
ises are well adapted for the business and railroad tracks are 
laid in the yards. A large stock of oak, ash, elm, gum, maple, 
poplar, hickory, cherry, cedar, walnut, butternut, sycamore, 
rMwood and mahogany of superior quality is always car- 
ried. The firm are also manufacturer's agents for all kinds 
of wood ornaments, corner blocks, panels, rosettes, es- 
cutcheons, borders, heads, turnings, etc., and are prepared 
to furnish at short notice hardwood flooring, housemover's 
supplies and wagon stock. Mr. G. W. Douglass is a native 
of New Brunswick, Canada, and has had a long experience 
in this line. His copartners are Mr. L. A. Harmon, born 
in Connecticut, and Mr. J. C. Weeth, a native of Nebraska, 
both able and enterprising business men. 



OMAHA STEAM DYE WORKS. 
This widely known dyeing establishment is in all respects 
one of the leading, largest and best equipped houses de- 
voted to this branch of trade. The works were put in op- 
eration by C T. Paulson in 1884 and came under the con- 
trol of Mr. H. Strasshoefer August last. This gentleman 
is a practical dyer of many years experience and possesses 
a thorough knowledge from a scientific point of all the re- 
quirements of dyeinfr. cleaning and finishing every variety 
of fabrics. The office is located at 1521 Howard street, is 
neatly fitted up and very tastefully arranged. Since the 
new management the business has grown to such an extent 
that the enlargement of the establishment was indispens- 
able. The works have been removed to northwest comer 
Fourteenth and Leavenworth streets and refitted with the 
most expensive machinery and implements specially ad- 
apted for dyeing, cleanuig and dressing the varied and 
most expensive materials in use. The French or dry 
cleaning process is brought to a state of almost perfection. 
This system of cleaning is invaluable for ladies' dresses, 
children's robes, portieres, etc., also for gentlemen's cloth- 
ing. No part need be ripped; the goods are not shrunk; 
the lustre and finish are preserved; the most delicate colors 
are not injured and all expense of making up is saved. 
Carpets and rugs are cleaned by their special process, by 
which all spots are removed and moths destroyed. In dye- 
ing all the newest and most fashionable colors are produced' 
on silk and woolen materials. Ladies' wear of every de- 
scription dyed without ripping. Besides cleaning and dye- 
ing gentlemen's clothing the shine is removed. Further 
comment is unnecessary as the establishment is undoubt- 
edly one of the largest west of Chicago and Mr. Strasshoefer 
has the reputation of being one of the best dyers in this 
country. 

GARROW, KELLY A CO. 
No commercial interest of South Omaha has advanced 
more rapidly and permanently than that of the live stock 
trade, and both as regards capital invested and the energy 
and enterprise of the leading houses engaged in it. This 
business is one of the most important in the Gate City. 
Prominent among the leading and most reliable houses in 
this trade is that of Messrs. Garrow, Kelly & Co.. live 
stock commission merchants in cattle, sheep and hogs, 
whose office is located at Rooms 110 and 112 Exchange 
Building, Union Stock Yards. This is one of the neatest 
and best equipped offices in the Exchange. This business 
was recently established by Messrs. Alec. Garrow. Wm. 
Kelly and A. Laverty. who, however, previously had long 
experience in the same line, and are widely known in busi- 
ness circles for their ability, promptness and sterling integ- 
rity. Few firms have better connections East and West, or 
can offer as favorable facilities for prompt disposal of the 
largest consignments of live stock as this one. They person- 
ally give close attention to the receipt of shipments of cattle, 
sheep and hogs consigned to them, and no house has better ar- 
rangements at the yards for the care and handling of stock, 
while at all times they guarantee auick sales and immedi- 
ate returns. The firm handles from eight to thirty car- 
loads daily. Mr. A. Garrow is the manager and general 
salesman, Mr Wm. Kelly the cattle salesman. Mr. J. D. 
]ones the hog salesman. Mr. A. Laverty the solicitor, and 
Mr. A. L. Brainard the accountant. The connecting 
houses of the firm are Garrow Bros., Lincoln. Neb., and 
also Nebraska City. Neb., where E. D. Garrow is the resi- 
dent manai^er. They refer by permission to the Capitol 
National Bank. Lincoln. Neb.; Nebraska City National 
Bank. Nebraska City. Neb ; Union Stock Yards National 
Bank, South Omaha; Unioo Slock Yards Company, South 
Omaha, and the National Bank of Ashland. Ashland, Neb. 
Mr. William Kelley is a veteran of the civil war. He was 
for four years in active service. He joined the army as a 
private and left it with the rank of Captain of Company B, 
Twenty-fourth Iowa Volunteer Infantry. 



Digitized by 



Google 



s^rA^r&iMm^oHs 



93 



M. E.SMITH & CO. 

The largest and most important wholesale dry goods 
house in Omaha is that of Messrs. M £. Smith & Co., 
importers and jobbers, whose offices and salesrooms are 
centrally located at 1101 and 1107 Howard street. Messrs. 
Smith & Crittenden originally commenced business at 
Council Bluffs. Iowa, and were succeeded in 1884 by the 
firm of Messrs. M. E. Smith & Co. In 1886, the business 
was removed to Omaha. The copartners, Messrs. Monroe 
E. Smith, Arthur C. Smith, Geo. M. Tibbs and Walter D. 
Smith bring great practical experience to bear, coupled 
with ample resources. They import direct from the most 
celebrated European houses, and are always the first in 
Omaha to secure the latest novelties and fabrics, which are 
offered to patrons almost simultaneously with their appear- 



ance in New York, Boston or Philadelphia The premises 
occupied comprise a spacious five-story brick and basement 
building, 66x150 feet in area, fitted up and equippd with 
every modern convenience. Here they keep an immense 
choice and valuable stock of silks, satins, velvets, dress 
fabrics of every description, woolens, linens, white goods, 
ladies' and gentlemen's furnishing goods, notions, embroider- 
ies, laces, etc. They handle only really reliable and rirst-class 
goods. Orders by mail or telegraph are promptly and care- 
fully filled, and customers.no matter in what part of the coun- 
try they reside, may rely on the ability of this responsible 
firm to make such selections as the best of judgment could 
recommend. Forty clerks and assistants are employed by 
the firm, and they also have several traveling salesmen on 
the road, their trade extending throughout Nebraska. Iowa, 
Kansas, Dakota. Wyoming. Colorado. Idaho. Utah and to 
the Pacific Coast. Mr. M. E. Smith is a native of Iowa, 
A. C. Smith, New York State, while Mr. Tibbs is from 
New Jersey.^ They are widely known in business circles 
for their ability, enterprise and sterling integrity, and are 
promoting the commerce of Omaha with zeal and success. 
The firm's New York City office is at 388 Broadway. 



THE 6ERMANIA LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 

OF NEW YORK. 

W. E. BROOKS, Western Manager. 

Life insurance ranks among the greatest enterprises in 
the world and is known among all people and classes. 
People residing in Omaha and vicinity can get life insur- 
ance for its actual cost with that reliable, wealthy and ably 
managed corporation, the Germania Life Insurance Com- 
pany of New York, whose branch offices in this city are 
located at Rooms 806 and 807 First National Bank Build- 
ing. This company was incorporated in 1860, and its 
home office is in New York, at 20 Nassau street. The 
Omaha branch was opened in 1889, and is under the en- 
ergetic acd able management of 
Mr. W. E. Brooks, who was for- 
merly connected with the Massa- 
chusetts Mutual Life as the as- 
sistant general agent^ and for a 
number of years associated with life 
insurance companies in positions of 
trust. A specially equitable policy 
sold by them is the duplex bond, 
framed by the president of the 
company, the advantages of which 
are a short term of payments and 
actual guarantee of full face of 
policy on the basis of the average 
life. We cannot too strongly recom- 
mend this new feature of life in- 
surance to the attention of the 
general public. We are informed 
Mr. Brooks will be always glad to 
give the neccessary information in 
regard to the same. Mr. Brooks, 
although born in Illinois was brought 
up in the state of Nebraska and is 
thoroughly identified and conver- 
sant with the interests of the West. 
His long experience, natursil ability 
and sterling integrity have placed 
him in his present responsible 
position, and we have no doubt he 
will devote his qualifications to the 
best of his ability to the interests 
of his company as well aa to his 

f>atrons. This company offers abso- 
ute security to policy holders, while 
its rates are as low as those of any 
other corporation. It issues plain and 
simple policies of all kinds, of great 
liberality in travel and at the same time free of all burden- 
some conditions. In 1889 it introduced its dividend tontine 
plan in connection with both the whole life and the bond 
policies. These tontine policies are unrivalled for liberal- 
ity, and will prove a splendid investment for money The 
total assets of the Germania Dec. 81, 1891, amounted to 
$16,678,748.82, and its surplus over all liabilities to 
$1,189,299.25. The company now has agencies in all the 
larger cities of the United States and the German Empire, 
also in Austria, Belgium, Denmark. France, Holland, 
Norway and Switzerland. A special pamphlet on the 
company's dividend tontine policies, also duplex bond, 
containing a full explanation of them can be obtained at 
the German ia's offices or from any of its agents. The 
company is to be congratulated on having so able a repre- 
sentative in this city, and one whose long experience and 
wide range of business qualifications enable him to so 
thoroughly sup>ervise its interests in every department 
of the business. To those contemplating life in- 
surance, no safer or more rumunerative policies 
are offered than by the Germania Life of New 
York. 
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THE Q. H. HAMMOND COMPANY. 
The facilities afforded by Omaha for the development of 
her trade in dressed meats and provisions by means of her 
far-reaching lines of transportation and her proximity to 
the best grazing regions of the country, have been the 
means of creating in the Gate City vast establishments, 
devoted to the slaughtering of live stock and the curing and 
packing of provisions. In this connection, we desire to 
make special reference to the representative and famous G. 
H. Hammond Company, shippers of dressed beef and hog 
products, whose slaughter and packing houses are located 
at the Union Stock Yards. South Omaha. The company's 
principal offices are in Hammond, Ind., where it likewise 
has extensive slaughter houses. This vast business was es- 
tablished in 1869 by Messrs. G. H. Hammond & Co.. and 
was dul3r incorporated with large capital under the laws 
of Michigan. Eventually it was reincorporated under 
British laws in 1890. and the greater pari of its stock Is 
now held by English capitalists. The following gentlemen 
who are highly esteemed in trade circles for their executive 
ability, energy and sterling integrity are the officers, viz. : 
Andrew Comstock, president, Providence, R. I.; J. P. 
Lyman, general manager, Chicago; J. D. Standish. secre- 
tary and treasurer, Detroit, Mich. ; A. H. Noyes, superin* 
tendenti South Omaha Branch. The works at South 
Omaha have an area of six acres connected by switches 
with the Union Pacific Railroad. The packing and slaugh- 
ter houses are fully equipped with modem appliances and 
machinery, operated by steam power. The business here 
has had a remarkable growth and necessitated an almost 
continuous enlargement of the plant. Two years ago the 
company had to put up two large buildings to meet the 
demands of their increasing trade* and now two other 
buildings are in course of erection. One of these is for a 
"beef house.*' and will be a substantial brick structure, 
six stories in height and 144x173 feet in dimensions. The 
other is for a "pork house." and will be six stories in 
height, and cover an area of 178x281 feet. The floor area 
of both buildings will be ten and one-half acres. Cattle 
and bogs will be slaughtered on the top floors, and the 
killing capacity of the establishment is that of 750 head of 
cattle. 2,00U bogs and 000 sheep daily. Beef is cooled by 
natural ice. and dressed hogs are placed in cold storage 
rooms, where two seventy-five ton refrigerating machines 
are in use. Last year the company handled and slaughtered 
124,175 hogs. 64.500 cattle and 9,100 sheep. Four hundred 
and fifty work people are employed in the company's 
Omaha establishment. The pay roll for the year amounted 
to $187,644.08, and the average weight of the cattle killed 
was 1.200 pounds, and of hogs 250 pounds each. They 
own 1,000 refrigerator cars and ship largely to their own 
depots and agencies in all sections of the United States. 
Natural ice is used by the company for cooling their beef, 
and the capacity of their ice houses is 50.0<K) tons. The 
G. H. Hammond Company handles only first-class stock, 
and deals extensively in dressed beef and hogs, mutton, 
mess pork, hams, bacon, lard, while it makes a specialty of 
its famous Crown Special Brand of provisions, hams, lard 
and bacon. The company's hams are unrixalled for 
quality and uniform excellence, and are packed by a pro- 
cess which renders them free from taste of excessive salt 
and injurious substances. Orders are filled by the com- 
pany at the lowest market prices, and complete satisfaction 
is guaranteed patrons. Mr. A. H. Noyes, who has charge 
of the South Omaha works, was bom in New England. 
The supervision in the packing houses is so perfect, that 
it is impossible for an inferior animal to be entered for 
consumption. The business of the G. H. Hammond Com- 
pany is marked by a steady annual increase, and its present 
prosperous condition augurs well for the future, and under 
the management it now has it promises to far outstrip any 
of its competitors in the extent of its dealings. On the 
opposite page will be seen an illustration showing the 
plant. 



THE BRUNSWICK. 

There is not a more complete or more elegant hotel in 
Omaha than the new "Brunswick," at the corner of Six- 
teenth and Jackson streets. This elegant house was opened 
September 17, 1891. under the proprietorship of Mr. Wm. 
Sweesy, who is well-known and highly esteemed in this 
city. The house has 100 rooms, and is furnished in the 
most elegant manner, the furniture alone having cost over 
$18,000 The building is an elegant five-story brick struct- 
ure 68x88 feet in dimensions, and is so built as to be prac- 
tically fire-proof. It contains all modern improvements, 
having electric lights, steam heat, electric calls, annuncia- 
tors, a perfect fire alarm, tile floors, passenger and freight 
elevators, elegant baths, and every imaginable convenience. 
There are also luxurious parlors, convenient cloak and 
reading-rooms, offices, and an elegant dining-room, having 
a seating capacity for eighty persons at one time. The 
ladies' parlors are located on the second floor, and are all 
that exquisite taste and refinement could suggest in comfort 
and elegance. This house is centrally locat^. has electric 
cars passing the door, and is in easy reach of all parks, 
theaters, churches and the business section. The cusine is 
equal to that of any other first-class hotel in the West the 
table always being supplied with every delicacy aud lux- 
ury. Thirty hands are employed in all the departments, 
and every attention is given to the de*ails that bring com- 
fort and satisfaction to the guests. The prices are from 
$2.50 to ^9 per day, and the house is splendidly patronized 
by the traveling public, being very popular. The proprie- 
tor. Mr. Wm. Sweesy, was born in New Jersey, and came 
to Omaha thirty years ago. He served as land agent for 
Nebraska Territory two terms, and has also served as 
United States Marshall for Wyoming. He is well-known 
and very popular, paving numerous friends who hold him 
in the highest esteem. 



McCLOUD-LOVE LIVE STOCK COMMISSION COMPANY. 

The convergence of the principal railroads of the West 
to the city of Omaha make it one of the most accessible 
and suitable points for the sale of cattle, sheep and hogs 
in the country. Dealers and shippers of live stock will 
find it greatly to their profit to try this market before 
shipping elsewhere, as it is one of the best in the Union, 
and has facilities for handling stock surpassed by none. 
In this connection we desire to make suitable reference to 
the reliable and successful McCloud-Love Live Stock Com- 
mission Company, whose office is located at Room 107 
Exchange Building. Union Stock Yards. This exten- 
sive business was established seven years ago by 
Messrs. McCloud & Love, who conducted it till 1889. 
when it was incorporated under its present title 
under the laws of Nebraska with large capital. Mr. Lee 
Love being the president, Mr. Sam Coffman vice-president, 
and Mr. L. E. Roberts manager. The officers are all able 
and honorable business men. who handle fifteen car-loads 
of live stock daily. Their arrangements for the reception 
and care of the stock at the yards is perfect, and every 
consignment receives the immediate personal attention of 
'Mr. L. E. Roberts, the manager, who is considered one of 
the best judges of cattle, sheep and hogs in the state. 
Sales are wir^ as soon as made and liberal advances are 
made on consignments when required, while quick sales 
and prompt returns are guaranteed. Mr. Love is a resi- 
dent of York, Neb., and Mr. Coffman manages the com- 
pany's business in Chicago. They refer by permission to 
any bank in Nebraska, and also to the National Live Stock 
Bank, Chicago. III. They are popular members of the 
Omaha Live Stock Exchange, and the following are the 
board of directors, viz: Lee Love. Sam Coffman. and L. 
E. Roberts, and are gentlemen well fitted for their re- 
sponsible positions, and under their able management the 
company is sure to extend its operations. 
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and being well equipped for their 
required purposes, and ofiferii|g 
every facility i<tr the active 
prosecution of the industry. The 
cold storage capacity is equal to 
the melting of 700 tons of ice per 
annum, and the capacity of the 
bottling department is propor- 
tionately large. Customers may 
depend upon having their orders 
promptly and carefully filled, 
and will receive equal satisfaction 
here as would be given at head- 
quarters. Steady employment is 
given to a force of sixteen capa- 
ble assistants, and six teams are 
kept busy supplying the wants 
of city patrons. Mr. G. Zim- 
mermann superintends the bot- 
tling department, and gives to 
the execution of his duties an ex- 
perienced and careful attention. 
Mr. Krug is a native of Germany, 
who came to this country twenty- 
eight years ago. He formerly 
traveled for the association, and 
is very popular in social and 
trade circles, and has done much 
to advance the interests of those 
whom he efficiently represents, 
in this thriving and prosperous 
center. The great industries of 
the world embrace all that is 
needed, or desired by mankind, 
for its comfort and enjoyment of 
life, and is not confined to its 
absolute necessities. History 
With the Completion of the New BreWhOUSe, even in the remote ages, has 

the Brewing Capacity is the Largest 
of any Brewery in the World. 



shown that the strengthening 
qualities of malt were known 
and appreciated, and in this day 
culminates in the manufacture 



Brewing Capacity : 6 kettles every 24 hours, 6,000 Barrels, or 1,800,000 ^L^he"^bKt orlhls stt^L 
Barrels per year. the acknowledged leader in that 

Consumption of Material: Malt, 12,000 bushels per day — 3,600,000 line. Anheuser-Busch do not 
bushels per year. Hops: 7,500 lbs. per day — ^2,260,000 lbs. per year. stop at the mechanical manufac- 

No Com or Corn Preparations are used in ti.^ ,m.n^<^ctare '^^-^^^^^,^y^;^'\-l 
of the Anheuser-Busch Beer. It is, therefore, the highest priced but the experiment, costing thousands 
most wholesome and really the least expensive for its superior quality, of dollars annually, have per- 

Annual Shipping Capacity: 100,000,000 Bottles and 5,000,000 Kegs. ^ected their beer, until now, 

there seems no room for farther 

of 



The great Anheuser-Busch Brewing Association is too 
well known throughout the whole country to need extended 
notice at our hands. Their magnificent establishment at 
St. Louis with its perfect equipment and great capacity and 
the high character of the various grades produced, are mat- 
ters of common remark among all classes of people. This 
responsible corporation established a branch house in 
Omaha in the year 1882. to adequately meet the rapidly 
growing demand for their popular beverages in this 
progressive section. The success which attended the ven- 
ture proved its wisdom, and to-day the Omaha trade is of 
very large proportions, extending throughout Nebraska. 
Colorado. Wyoming, Utah, Montana, etc.. in which sec- 
tions are about fifty sub-agencies under the control of the 
Omaha house, the management of which is in the experi- 
enced hands of Mr. Geo. Krug. who has been in the ser- 
vice of the association for twenty years, and »vho assumed 
his present position nearly two years ago. The premises, 
which are located at 1213 Jones street, consist of three two- 
story buildings, used for the bottling department, stables 
and ice house respectively, each having ample dimensions. 



improvement. The world-wide reputation of the An- 
heuser-Busch beer has created a demand for it in all quart- 
ers, and in Omaha and the great western territory it is the 
standard and thanks to the efficient management of Mr. 
George Krug the Omaha manager, its patrons are enabled 
to receive it in any quantity in its perfect state. The 
Anheuser-Busch Brewing Association appreciating, the im- 
importance of Omaha as a central distributing point, and 
its prominence as a business center and metropolis and 
anticipating a heavy demand, completed arrangements and 
facilities which are simply perfect. Mr. Krug, who is the 
very acme of business energy, has assembled around him 
a staff of experienced and competent assistants, who ap- 
preciate • the fact that their employer's reputation is at 
stake, and devote themselves to its best interests. The 
patrons of Anheuser-Busch Brewing Association, have the 
further satisfaction of knowing that the beer they receive 
from them is uniform, one brewing exactly the same as an- 
other. The greatest care is taken to maintain the high 
grade of excellence which has made their name the most 
prominent in United States, or in the world. 
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their success is assured- 
There undoubtedly is no con- 
cern in the United States 
that carries and deals in so 
comprehensive and heavy a 
stock in its line than does 
the Omaha Stove Repair 
Works, and while this con> 
cem is of such inestimable 
benefit to the public at large, 
it is to the credit of this city^ 
that such a concern has made 
its headquarters wtthin its 
limits, and thereby contrib- 
uted its full share to the 
city's growth and prosperity. 
A visit to their repository,, 
which is located at 1207 
Douglas street, would well 
repay you for your trouble. 



The above cut faithfully illustrates a business which is 
new to most of our readers, a business which under one 
roof has repairs for over 40,000 stoves, hot water attach- 
ments for over 2,000 stoves and ranges, and repairs for 
over 1,000 gasoline stoves are constantly kept in stock. 
You may be surprised to learn that there are over 60,000 
different stoves made in the United States. This business 
has been brought to the foremost ranks of Western enter- 
prise. Its great success is due to two features: First, to a 
thorough knowledge of the wants of the Western trade, and 
second, to the backing of unlimited capital. The pro- 
prietor. Mr. Robert Uhlig, a retired banker, brings to the 
business years of experience as a careful financier. His 
manager. Mr. C. M. Eaton, has spent his* entire life among 
stoves, and is to-day probably better posted upon the his- 
tory of stoves and their parts than any man in the United 
States We predict for them a bright futyire, and if the 
liberal patronage bestowed upon them is any criterion, 



THE COMMERCIAL DIREC- 
TORY COMPANY. 

Among the varied business 
enterprises of general utility 
that characterize Omaha, i's^ 
that of the Commercial Direc- 
tory Company, who are or- 
ganizers of the Nebraska State 
Business Men's Association, 
the publishers of "The Com- 
mercial Directory's Reference- 
Books" and "The Trade Jour- 
nal of the Nebraska State 
Business Men's Association,'* 
collectors o f outstanding 
claims, etc. The concern 
was incorporated on July 3, 
1888, and its officers and 
directors are: S. M. Crosby » 
Omaha, president; R. F. Hod- 
gin, Omaha, secretary. The 
general offices of the company 
are in Rooms 540 and 5&0 in 
the Board of Trade Building, 
and these are finely fitted up 
and equipped with all modern 
conveniences. The "Trade 
Journal" is the only paper 
published directly in the in- 
terests of the business men of 
the state, and has a weekly 
circulation of 4,000 copies, 
and the company's reference 
book gives the general credit standing of each and every 
individual in each county. When a name is missed 
from the book the company will furnish to subscrib- 
ers over the telephone, call 1129, special reports in 
regard to any business concern. The company makes 
a specialty of the collection of "^accounts, and this 
is done satisfactorily at low rates. This company 
which has more than two thousand members throughout 
out the state, was the only organization that could 
take a special train of Nebraska products through the 
Eastern States when one was sent there some time ago. 
All inquiries will be promptly replied to by Mr. R. F. 
Hodgin, the secretary and general manager, who is a native 
of Ohio, and who has resided in Omaha for the past four 
years. Mr. Hodgin by his wide practical business experi-. 
ence is well able to fill the onerous duties of his office, and 
it is to his efforts largely that the success of the company 
is due. 
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D. M. STEELE <fc CO. 

Representative among tbd largest and most successful 
establishments in the city of Omaha is that of Messrs. 
D. M. Steele & Co., wholesale grocers and importers of 
teas and cigars, whose offices and salesrooms are centrally 
located corner Twelfth and Jones streets. Messrs, Steele, 
Johnson & Co. first commenced business in 1868 at Council 
Bluffs, Iowa, and eventually, in 1871, removed to Omaha. 
In 1885 the firm of Messrs D. M. Steele & Co. was organ- 
ised, the co-partners being Messrs. Dudley M. Steele, 
d>udiey Smith and John M. Steele. Mr. Dudley M. Steele 
is also a member of the firm of Steele & Walker, whole- 
sale grocers, St. Joseph, Mo., and resides in that city. 
The Omaha house is under the able and careful manage- 
cBMiit of Messrs. Dudley Smith and John M. Steele, who 
are widely known in trade circles for their ability, prompt- 
ness ^nd sterling integrity. The premises occupied com- 
prise a superior five-story and basement brick building 



erty's "Purity" condensed mince-meat, Wisconsin*' White 
Clover" cheese. They are Western distributing agents 
for Straiten & Storm "Owl Brand" cigars. Carl Up- 
per man's. New York, cigars; Pbwell Smith & Co., 
•New York, cigars; T. J. Dunn & Co.. Philadelphia, cigars; 
V. Martinez, Ybor & Co. , Tampa. Fla., cigars; "Principe 
de Gales" brand, clear Havana cigars; Edward H. Gato's, 
clear Havana Key West cigars, and Partagas & Co. 
Limited, Havana, Cuba, cigars. They also are sole agents 
for the well-known brands "Smokettes," "High Five," 
and "D. M. S. & Co.'s No. 9." Orders for all kinds of 
staple and fancy groceries, cigars, etc., are promptly filled 
at the lowest possible ptices, and the trade of the firm now 
extends throughout Nebraska, Iowa, Kansas. Oakota, 
Wyoming, Colorado. Utah, Idaho, Montana, Washington 
and Oregon. Sixty clerks, assistants, etc., are employed 
in their establishment, and they also have twenty traveling 
salesmen on the road. Last year they handled 250 car- 
loads of "Pillsbury's Best" flour, and they have at all 
^^- times on hand the largest stock 

-«? <;:.*ifc- of high grade goods in the West. 

The influence exercised by this 
responsible firm in the wholesale 
grocery trade of Omaha has 
been of the most salutary and 
useful character, and those in- 
terested, establishing relations 
with it, will obtain advantages 
very difficult to be duplicated 
i eUewhere in this country. 



^xl82 feet in area, fully equipped with all modern appli- 
ances, electric lights, elevators, etc. The stock carried 
is essentially representative of the choicest food products, 
staple and fancy groceries and sundries from every quarter 
of the globe. A specialty is made of teas, coffees, spices 
and cigars, which cannot be excelled anywhere as regards 
prices or quality. In suoh staples as canned goods, flour, 
sugar, syrups, farinaceous goods, tobacco, soaps and dried 
fruits, the firm is always prepared to offer substantial in- 
ducements to the trade, while all goods are guaranteed to be 
exactly as represented. They are direct importers of the 
celebrated ' 'Junk Chop" teas and the ' 'Bride of Japan. " also 
of Imperial Young Hyson. Gunpowder, Oolongs, English 
Breakfast and other standard teas, which are renowned for 
quality and flavor and have no superiors in the market. 
Messrs. D. M. Steele & Co. are sole agents for Flickenger's 
orchard packed California fruits (the finest in the world). A. 
Lutsk & Co. 's. ' 'Bear Brand" extra California fruits. Hamburg 
Canning Company's New York extra fruits and vegetables. 
Kearney's "Above All" brand of vegetables. Glen wood 
Extra corn and tomatoes. "Pillsbury's Best" flour, Skinner 
& Loudon's Cincinnatti "High Grade" catsup, Dough- 



THE BATES-SMITH INVEST- 
•MENT COMPANY. 

One of the most responsible 
; and best known companies con- 
nected with the financial inter- 
ests of Omaha, is the well-known 
Bates-Smith Investment Com- 
pany. This house was founded 
as Bates-Smith & Co., a num- 
ber of years ago. The present 
company was incorporated under 
the laws of the state of Illinois, 
' in 1890, with' headquarters at 
, Princeton, 111., where most of 
the office and stockholders re- 
side. The gentlemen at the head 
of the institution are well-known 
in the leading financial and com- 
mercial circles of the country, 
and are everywhere regarded 
as having great executive ability and being worthy of 
greatest confidence. The president Mr. D. H. Smith, resides 
in Princeton, -III., where he is president, also, of the First 
National Bank. The secretary and treasurer Mr. E C. 
Bates, resides in the same place and is a prominent cap- 
italist. Mr. C. E. Bates, the vice-president, resides in 
Omaha and gives personal attention to the supervision of 
the business here. He was formerly president and one of 
the organizers of the First National Bank of Stuart. Iowa, 
and is at present a director in the Commercial National 
Bank of Omaha. The offices of the company are on the 
first floor of the Commercial National Bank building, this 
city. The company makes a specialty of investing money 
in approved first mortgage securities, on real estate. They 
do an immense business throughout Iowa. Illinois, 
Nebraska, etc. , and make some very large investments. The 
clientage is large and of the most stable character, patrons 
being from the ranks of the leading financiers and capi- 
talists in the New England States. New York, Europe, etc. 
The business grows rapidly, having the entire confidence 
of the public at large as well as investors, and has a splen- 
did future before it. 
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ED. MAURER'S RESTAURANT. 

In this commercial review o( Omaha we feel proud to 
call special attention to the cozy and homelike restaurant 
and cafe of Mr. Ed. Maurer. who came to this city in the 
year 1876. and who established himself in his present 
quarters at 1312 and 1214 Farnam street in the following 
year. The enterprise was a decided success from its in- 
ception, steadily and firmly advancing and improving, until 
in 18^ it became necessary to enlarge the premises to their 
present size. 44x180 feet in area with an additional floor 



upstairs for ladies. The establishment is a model of its 
kind, and the meeting place of all prominent citizens and 
visitors to our city. It is conducted in the best possible 
manner on principles which cannot fail to please the patrons 
and attach them permanently to the place. The restau- 
rant is in the hands of an experienced chef and ofifers at all 
seasons the very best of what can be obtained from the 
markets of the United States and Europe. The regular 
dinner, whichis served from 12 to 8 o'clock, at the reason- 
able price of 85 cents, cannot be too strongly recom- 
mended. The large and select patronage enjoyed carries its 
own comment. The bar is stocked with products of the best 
European and American vineyards, distilleries and brew- 
eries. A specialty is made of the famous "Anheuser Basch" 
and imported "Wurzburger" beers, which names need only 
to be mentioned in order to convey to the confioisseur the full 
meaning of the purity of flavor, superiority of taste and 
wholesomeness. The place offers a large seating capacity. 
is handsomely and cozily fitted up and is provided with 
electric light. The genial and obliging disposition of Mr. 
Maurer have won for him the good will, esteem and regard 
of his numerous patrons. Mr. Maurer was born in Germany 
but has resided in Omaha the last sixteen years. He is 
able, enterprising and public spirited and has succeeded, 
because his motto has always been to give his customers 
the best value for the money. His prospects for the future 
are of the most encouraging nature. 



M. O. MAUL. 
The leading undertaking establishment in this city, and 
one which in point of management might be taken as an 
example for others, is that of Mr. M. O. Maul, which is 
centrally situated at 1417 Farnam street. The business is 
a very old one, dating back to eighteen years ago, when it 



was established by Gish & Jacobs. In 1878 Mr. Jacob 
Gisb died and Mr. John G. Jacobs succeeded him. In 1888 it 
was continued by Drexel & Maul, and in December, 1890. 
Mr. Maul purchased Mr. Drexel's interest, and has since 
continued it alone. Mr. Maul is a native of York, Pa., 
and ckme to Omaha in 1879. He is one of the most efli- 
cient men at his profession in the country, and is a grad- 
uate of Clark's School of Embalming. He stands very 
high in Masonic circles, being a Knight Templar and a 
thirty-second degree Mason. His premises are very exten- 
sive, and occupy the ground floor and basement, and are 
22x100 feet in dimensions. Here he has a fine show-room 
containinii; twelve cabinets, also stock-room, trimming- 
room and morgue. He handles the goods of the Na- 
tional Casket Company, of Chicago. F. H. Hill & Co.. of 
Chicago. J. M. Hilton & Co., of Richmond. Ind., and the 
Pierpont Cabinet Hardware Company, of New Bedford. 
Mass., also cabinet hardware from the Textile Manufactur- 
ing Company, of Winsted. Conn. He has in his employ 
a most efficient staff, including three graduates of the Col- 
lege of Embalming. Orders 6y telegraph receive his 
prompt attention. Mr. Maul has recently been elected 
to the office of County Coroner for Douglas County, and 
fills the office to the satisfaction of everybody. 

PHENIX INSURANCE COMPANY. 

Fire insurance the outcome of scientific research and 
study for two centuries, has been developed and per- 
fected by the necessities of modem civilization. The safe- 
guard it throws over the business world of the present 
day with its promptness of action and wide scope can hardly 
be estimated. Among the many notable fire underwriting 
corporations in this country is the well-known Phenix of 
Brooklyn, N. Y., which is without exception one of the 
strongest institutions of its kind. It is wealthy and ever 
prompt in adjusting and paying all legitimate claims. Its 
name has become a household word, particularly in the 
West, and in Nebraska it has for many years been the most 
prominent and leading company. It has paid thousands of 
dollars to its patrons in this state, and its policies are always 
in demand. In the city of Omaha it has numerous friends 
and commands a very extensive patronage. The interests 
of the company in this state are under thecontrol and manage, 
ment of H. B. Coryell, who is recognized as authority on all 
matters pertaining to insurance, and he is well qualified for 
the position he holds Mr. Coryell has an able corps of 
assistants in the field work, and he is ably seconded by such 
men as C. E. Babcock. John T. Hopkins and B. C. Arnold, 
all of whom have been identified with insurance for 
a number of years, and their name is a sufficient in- 
dorsement in connection with the Phenix Insurance Com- 
pany. A business of such magnitude necessarily involves 
a vast amount of clerical labor and correspondence, and 
we find as manager of the office Geo. W. Mansfield, Esq., 
who bas no equal as an office man. His judgment is good, 
and his correspondence kind and courteous, yet decided 
and firm. The main point, however, in which the public 
is interested is "how does the company pay its losses?'* 
This is the scale by which the public judges. It is well- 
known by a multitude of claimants, but to those who have 
never had any experience, we would say that this depart- 
ment is under the control and management of M. M. Ham- 
lin, who has been identified with the Phenix for over twenty 
years. Mr. Hamlin has associated with him Mr. C. H. 
Williams, who has passed the meridian of his life, and has 
never been engaged in any other business except insurance. 
The policy of both these gentlemen is to pay all honest losses 
fully, justly and promptly, and their platform is broad and 
liberal. The great success of the Phenix is due to a great 
extent, to the square, honest methods in which its losses 
have been handled. With assets of over $5,000,000, with a 
corps of excellent careful agents, we cannot offer any bet- 
ter advice to our friends and patrons than to say, "Secure 
a Phenix policy at once." 
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GATCH <& LAUMAN. 

Some of the stores of Omaha have become known far 
beyond local circles, and have taken their places among the 
great business houses of this country. Such an one is that 
of the house known by the firm name of Gatch & Lauman, 
importers and jobbers of china, glassware, etc. This busi- 
ness was established five years ago by Messrs. Perkins, 
jGatch & Lauman, who continued it until 181^1, when the 
present firm succeeded. The proprietors are Messrs. E. S. 
Gatch, P. A. Lauman and C. L. Garrison, all of whom 
have bad a thorough experience in this lin^ of trade. Their 



ness was founded in Chicago in 1878. and the Omahabrancb 
was opened in 1886, Tne present partners are Mr. J. H. 
Martin and the estate of his brother, the late Mr. L. T. 
Martin. Mr. T. H. Martin controls the business in Chicago, 
and the Omaha trade is managed by Mr. Jas. G. Martm, 
who acts as cattle salesman while Mr. Al. Powell is the hog 
salesman. Consignments of cattle, sheep and hogs receive 
the immediate personal attention of Messrs. Jas. G. Martin 
and Al. Powell, who have had great experience and guar- 
antee entire satisfaction to patrons. Messrs. Martin 
Bros. . ofifer to shippers every inducement in the way of 
liberal advances and prompt returns for stock consigned, 
while sales are always wired as soon as made. Patrons are 
requested to ship stock in their own names to the care of 
the firm. Their sales are constantly increasing. Messrs. 
Jas. G. Martin and Mr. Al. Powell are honorable and en- 
terprising business men, and popular members of the 
Omaha Live Stock Exchange. 



THE AULTMAN & TAYLOR MACHINERY COMPANY 

This is the Omaha Branch of the famous Aultman & 
Taylor Machinery Company, manufacturers of thrashers, 
horse-powers, etc., whose offices and salesrooms are cen- 
trally located at Tenth near Harney street. The factory 
and home offices of the company are in Mansfield, Ohio, 
where the business was established thirty years ago. The 
Omaha branch was opened in 1870 for the purpose of sup- 
plying the company's trade in the West and Northwest, and 
is under the able and energetic management of Mr. F. L. 
Loomis, who is widely known in business circles for bis 



store is located at 1514 and 1516 Farnam street, in the new 
Paxton Building. This store which is 26x132 feet in di- 
mensions, contains the largest and finest stock of china, 
glass and crockeryware in Omaha. Here are the finest 
imported china tea, dinner, breakfast and other sets, beau- 
tiful cut glassware, fine queensware, ornamental vases, art 
goods, bronze goods, pottery, stoneware, giazedware, 
silverware, art lamps, cutlery, etc. Both a wholesale and 
retail business is done, and a liberal trade is had with 
dealers in all sections of Nebraska, Iowa, Wyoming, Utah, 
Idaho. Kansas, Colorado, Oregon, etc. Several traveling 
salesmen are employed. A large warehouse is used at 
Ninth and Jones streets where an immense stock is carried. 
This concern is a very popular one, and the proprietors 
are esteemed as among the most capable and progressive of 
our business men. 

MARTIN BROTHERS. 

It is a happy circumstance in the organization of modern 
business methods, that the commission merchant now fills 
the place of "go betweens" as regards the buyer and seller, 
and in the case of live stock, where so much risk and value 
are involved by the delay. The stock raiser and shipper 
may be thankful that there are responsible commission 
houses in Omaha to whoni they can consign their stock, 
and which will always be responsible to them for the full 
value of the sale. Prominent among the leading houses 
thus referred to, is that of Messrs. Martin Bros.. Live 
Stock Commission Merchants, whose office is located Room 
8. Exchange Building, Union Stock Yards. This is the 
South Omaha branch of the widely known Chicago firm of 
Messrs. Martin Bros., whose offices are situated at 48 
and 50 Exchange Building. Union Stock Yards. The busi- 
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promptness and strict integrity. He occupies a spacious 
four-story brick building 30x120 feit in area, fully equipped 
with every convenience. Here can be obtained the com- 
pany's celebrated thrashers, horse-powers, traction, straw 
burner and portable engines, saw mills, clover huUers and 
all sizes of boilers and stationary engines. It has always 
been the ambition of the Aultman & Taylor Machinery 
Company to present to customers only such agricultural 
machinery as commends itself not only by originality of 
design, but also by superiority of workmanship, materia], 
finish and the general efficiency of its operations. The 
brand of the Aultman & Taylor Machinery Company on 
its thrashers, horse-powers, etc., has become a passport of 
quality and efficiency in all parts of the United States and 
Canada, Old Mexico, etc , and the demand for its produc- 
tions is rapidly increasing. Prompt attention is given to 
orders by Mr. Loomis. and the prices quoted in all cases 
are extremely just and moderate. 
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J. W. ZERZAN. 

One of the most active among the enterprising young 
business men in this thriving city, is Mr. J. W. Zerzan, 
manufacturer of flags, banners, badges, regalia, etc. Mr. 
Zerzan, who was bom in Bohemia. Austria, in 1862 has 
been in this country roost of his life, and was raised in 
Cedar Rapids. Iowa. He commenced business operations 



in that place in 1888, and five years ago moved to this city, 
locating on South Thirteenth street, where he soon made a 
name and reputation as first-class workman, and secured 
a large local and Western trade, which continued to grow 
in magnitude, necessitating more commodious quarters for 
its accommodation. Accordingly, in September last, he 
secured and has since occupied the very desirable premises 
in the United States National Bank Building, Twelfth and 
Famam streets. The establishment is tastefully fitted up 
and heavily stocked with a full line of choice neNv goods, 
embracing everything required by societies, including ban- 
ner-silks, velvets, gold and silver trimmings, ballot boxes, 
gavels, batons, etc. The work turned out by Mr. Zerzan 



is in every respect equal, if not superior, to that done in the 
largest and oldest similar houses in the country. None 
but the best and experienced artists find employment in his 
shops. The articles manufactured in this already extensive 
bouse, embrace flags and banners for all nations and socie- 
ties, with letters and ornaments painted or embroidered, 



regalias, marshals' sashes, badges of every description, 
seal-presses and general society paraphernalia. The sign 
department is also complete, and Mr. Zerzan being a skilled 
sign writer, carefully superintends all the work. Signs 
turn^ out from this departmeni never fail to attract atten- 
tion. He has recently issued an illustrated catalogue and 
price list of society goods, and this he will be pleased to 
send to interested parties free of charge. Correspondence is 
solicited and all information cheerfully furnished. Mr. 
Zerzan is constantly in receipt of commendatory letters 
from his patrons, who express their satisfaction with his 
work, as for example, the loUowing: 

"J. W. Zerzan. Omaha, Neb. — Dear Sir: Thanking you 
in the name of the lodge signed below, it gives me pleasure 
to inform you that the elegant flag made by you to the sat- 
isfaction of our lodge has been duly received. Both the 
• work and material are better than we expected. Therefore, 
dear sir, accept our warm thanks and be assured that we 
will recommend you to alt those who may need an elegant 
and artistic flag for a reasonably small sum. 

For the Taborite Unity Lodge No. 5, 

J. A. Bartos, Secy. 
Cedar-Rapids, Iowa. September iS, 1891." 
"Mr. J. W. Zerzan — Dear Sir: I received the badges 
some days ago, and found them perfectly satisfactory. 

A. O. WiTTE, 

Secy. Bakers' Union, No. 28. 
Houston, Tex., February 24, 1892." 
"Mr.]. W. Zerzan — Dear Sir: The regalias made by 
you as per order of committee of Division No. 4, A. O. H. 
of Omaha, will say that the division was highly pleased 
with both the workmanship and material used in their 
make-up. Will also say that they were the first lot of A. 
O. H. uniforms ever made in Nebraska, and are far supe- 
rior to the goods made in the East. We will cheerfully 
recommend the work' done by you to all who may in the 
future need any A. O. H. goods. 

Michael]. McCarthy, 
Maurice G. Shea, 
Patrick Lenehan. 
Omaha. Neb., March 25. 1892." 



JOHN A. WAKEFIELD. 

One of the most prominent and public spirited merchants 
of Omaha is Mr. ]ohn A. Wakefield, who, during the 
twelve years he has resided in this city, has not only reared 
a most flourishing business, but has given an earnest sup- 
port to all measures calculated to advance the interests of 
this growing commercial center. He is a native of Pitts- 
burg. Pa., and for four years previous to his starting in 
business here, he was chief of the office department of the 
Rock Island (111.) Lumber Company. He is one of the 
most influential members of the Omaha Board of Trade, 
in the organization of which he took an active part, and 
has serv^ during several terms as its treasurer and on the 
board of directors. He is also director of the Builders' 
and Traders' Exchange. He established his great lumber 
business twelve years ago. and has built up a trade which 
now covers Western Iowa. Nebraska. South Dakota, Kan- 
sas, Colorado, Wyoming. Montana. Idaho and the whole of 
tb^ West. His splendid premises, located on the corner 
ot Eighteenth and Pierce streets, covers an area of three 
acres, all under cover. It would be hard to find a more 
extensive or more perfectly equipped plant of this kind in 
the United States, the storage capacity being no less than 
12,000.000 feet of lumber, and 10,000 barrels of cement, 
lime, etc. Here is to be found a very large stock of lum- 
ber of all kinds, lath, shingles, pickets, builders' paper, 
lime. Portland and domestic cements, hair, plaster and 
builders' materials of all kinds. The most favorable rela- 
tions are maintained with producers and manufacturers in 
all parts, and all orders are promptly responded to, while 
the annual value of the trade done reaches the enormous 
sum of $(KK),000. 
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CAMPBELL COMMISSION COMPANY. 

The baying and selling of live stock forms the leading 
factor in the general commerce of Omaha, and the immense 
business done in cattle, hogs and sheep, entitles Omaha to 
the third place in the United States as a market for live 
stock. The Campbell Commission Company, live stock 
commission merchants, whose office is located at Rooms 100 
and 102 Exchange Building, Union Stock' Yards, rank 
among the most prominent dealers. Messrs. Tas. H. Camp- 
bell & Co . first commenced business in 18o7 at East St. 
Loais. and in 1884 moved their headquarters to Chicago. In 
February, 1880, they established a branch at Kansas City 
and in May, 1889, the one here in Omaha. They have also 
branches at Sioux City, Iowa, and Fort Worth. Texas, and 
their trade now extends throughout the entire United States. 
The business was subsequently duly incorporated under the 
laws of Illinois with large capital and on May 2, 1892, was' 
re-organized under the title of Campbell Commission Com- 
pany, the present officers of which are: Geo. W. Campbell, 
president, Kansas City; James H. Campbell, general man- 
ager, Chicago; D. L. Campbell, vice-president, South 
Omaha; L. J. Dunn, treasurer, Kansas City; H. F. Parry, 
manager, National Stock Yards; J. H. McFarland, secretary. 
Chicago; Geo. B. Campbell, Chicago; J. W. Adams, Kansas 
City; Frant Dart, Chicago. Chas. W. Campbell. National 
Stock Yards. The officers are earnest, untiring and 
reliable gentlemen, who occupy a proud position in 
the esteem of all who know them. They offer to ship- 
pers of cattle, sheep and hogs every inducement in the way 
of liberal advances and prompt returns for stock consigned, 
and wire sales as soon as made. All stock consigned to 
this responsible company receives the immediate personal 
attention of the officers, and the best of care until sold. 
Orders for any kind of live stock are promptly filled at the 
lowest ruling market prices, and complete satisfaction is 
guaranteed patrons. Mr. D. L. Campbell is the company's 
cattle and Mr. J. T. Goodell the hog salesman in Omaha. 
The rapid growth of their business in their various branches 
is ample proof of their qualifications for handling live stock. 

THE WESTERN NEWSPAPER UNION. 

The Western Newspaper Union, established at Des 
Moines, Iowa, in 1870, has grown to be the most extensive 
ready-print publishing concern ip this country, having at 
this time large houses at Omaha, Chicago, Des Moines, 
Kansas City. Detroit. Denver. Daljas. St. Louis. Lincoln, 
Winfield. (Kansas) and New York City. At each of these 
places except New York (where the eastern advertising house 
IS located), ready-prints are produced and shipped to every 
section of the country, nearly seventeen hundred publishers 
being supplied, some with daily but for the most part with 
vreMy service. A capital of $750. (X)0 is employed in con- 
ducting the business of these various houses. In the same 
establishments, 800 men and women find steady and re- 
munerative employment. Seventy presses of the most 
improved pattern are brought into requisition, besides 
stereotyping apparatus, engines, boilers and other expensive 
machinery. The circulation of the seventeen hundred 
papers already referred to will average 650, giving a total 
of over 1,000,000 each week for the aggregated service, and 
to produce which requires the entire product of two of 
the largest paper mills in the country. Vast as is this 
business and wide as the area of territory over which it ex- 
tends, the type-setting, printing, wrapping, shipping, etc., 
proceeds with a promptness and regularity that indicates 
the admirable system which years of experience have 
wrought for this old and reliable publishing company. The 
officers of the company are: Geo. A. Joslyn, Omaha, 
president and general manager; W. H. Remington, New 
York, vice-president; W. H. Welch, Chicago, secretary; H. 
C. Akin, Omaha, treasurer; A. E. Bunker, Omaha. Auditor. 
The Omaha establishment, of which H. C. Akin is manager 
as well as treasurer of the company, is headquarters for the 



extensive business that the Western Newspaper Union has 
in hand. It is. too. the leading house in the amount of 
business transacted, printing a greater number of papers 
than any of the other nine establishments mentioned. 
Though the fourth to be esublished in the wide area cov- 
ered by the work of this company, its growth has been so 
great as to necessitate the making of it headquarters for the 
vast business to be compassed. The business of the West- 
ern Newspaper Union, as will be inferred from what has 
alreadybeen stated, is that of supplying weekly newspapers 
(and daily, too. for that matter) with ready-prints; in other 
words, furnishing partially printed sheets with almost any 
character of matter desired, and thus by this means greatly 
reducing to publishers the cost of maintaining their publi- 
cations, while at the same time providing for the reader a 
much more accept^le paper than could be expected or 
hoped for if attempt was made to do all the work in the 
home office. It is. in short, a system of co-operation, by 
which the compiling of news, selection of miscellany, etc., 
is done at a central office by men of experience and 
ability, who have facilities for getting the best and getting 
it with a promptness that could not be hoped for by the in- 
dividual publisher. In addition to its business of furnish- 
ing ready-prints, the Western Newspaper Union is a large 
dealer in job stock or paper supplies, and is the owner of 
the International Press Association which turns out the 
lightest and best type-high stereotype plate ever invented. 
The business in this department has increased wonderfully 
and bids fair to drive all other plates out of use. Mr. Geo. A. 
Joslyn, president and general manager of the Western 
Newspaper Union, has been with the company almost from 
its inception, and is thoroughly informed m regard to every 
part oi the work. To his e^orts is due in large measure 
the great success attending the business of the company. 
He directs as to how matters shall be conducted in all th& 
various houses, and so efficient appears to be his manage- 
ment that the great business goes forward with the precision 
of clock work and with an increasing tendency that con- 
stantly calls for added expenditure and enlarged facilities. 
Omaha has many establishments that have rapidly come 
to the front with small beginnings, and among them the 
Western Newspaper Union, with its large and increasing 
business, stands conspicuously forth. 



GASMAN N db DUDLEY. 

No commercial interest of Omaha has advanced with 
greater rapidity and permanency than that of the trade in 
live stock. Prominent among the reliable and newly estab- 
lished houses extensively engaged in this important 
trade is that of Messrs. Gasmann & Dudley, live stock 
commission merchants, whose offices are located at 
Room 115 Exchange Building, Union Stock Yards. This 
prosperous business was established February. 1891, 
by Messrs. Fred. W Gasmann and Wm. H. Dudley, 
both of whom are recognized authorities of live stock, 
and are fully acquainted with the requirements of the 
trade. Few firms have a better connection East or West, 
or can ofifer as favorable facilities for the prompt disposal 
of the largest consignments of live stock as this one, 
while their efforts are always devoted to promoting the in- 
terests of buyers and sellers. They personally attend to 
the reception and care of cattle, sheep and hogs, and na 
firm has better arrangements at the Stock Yards. Liberal 
advances are made when required on consignments, while 
quick sales and immediate returns are guaranteed shippers. 
They handle eight car-loads of live stock daily. Mr. Wm. 
H. Dudley being the cattle and Mr. Nels Purinton the hog 
salesmen. The partners are honorable, prompt and care- 
ful business men, who are active members of the Live 
Stock Exchange Mr. Gasmann was formerly with the 
firm of Geo. Burke & Frazier, and they refer by permis- 
sion to the South Omaha National Bank. W. A. Paxton, 
Omaha, and the Citizens' State Bank, Council Bluffs. 
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JAS. STEPHENSON. 

The widely known Stephenson's Stable of which Mr. 
James Stephenson i% the popular proprietor was estab- 
lished twenty-six years ago, and now controls the best 
patronage in the city. Mr. Stephenson built these stables 
in lb80 at a cost of $84,000. They are spacious, 
well drained and ventilated, and are fully equipped with 
all modern conveniences. Excellent stall accommodation 
is provided for 100 horses. Here are to be found some of 



and appliances. The machinery was specially built to meet 
their advanced requirements, and a thorough system of or- 
ganization is enforced among the one hundred and fifty 
employes. The Company manufactures all descriptions of 
choice, plain and fancy candies, lozenges, caramels, cocoa- 
nut work, cough drops, creams, sticks, etc. The trade de- 
veloped covers every section of the West to the Pacific 
coast and is steadily enlarging, these goods selling on their 
merits everywhere. The Company are also the leading 
jobbers in fine cigars. Mr. Peycke is a popular 
and respected business man, manifesting the soundest 
judgement in his operatiors, and the Company bear- 
ing his name is in every respect the greatest repre^ 
sentative of this industry in the West. 



the finest and most stylish equipages in the city, and a 
stock of superior horses that can be hired for business or 
pleasure, night or day on moderate terms. Mr. Stephen- 
son has likewise superior accommodation for the boarding 
of horses by the day, week or month. Competent grooms 
look after the animals and they are supplied with the best 
of fodder and oats at reasonable rates. Mr. Stephenson 
was born in New York City, but has resided in Omaha for 
the last thirty-five years, and is a prominent member of the 
Livery Stable Keeper's Association. He was the first to 
transfer all mail, baggage and passengers across the Mis- 
souri River before the bridge was built, receiving $22,000 
per annum for the work. Mr. Stephenson also contracts 
for the grading of railroads, and graded the C. B. & Q. 
Freight Depot in l8iM, in which there was 800.000 yards 
of earth moved. He is a member of the Board of Trade 
and also has served two terms as Alderman for the First 
and Sixth Wards, retiring in 1870. He is highly esteemed 
for his enterprise and sterling integrity. He is also pro- 
prietor of the Western Stage Line and manager of the 
Omaha Cab Company. The telephone call of the office 
is 222. 



PEYCKE CANDY COMPANY. 

A concern of which Omaha is justly proud is the Peycke 
Candy Company, whose trademark. •*The Finest," is a 
well recognized guarantee of superiority. . The business 
was established in 1886 by Peycke Bros. Company, 
and in 1890 the important interests involved were 
organized and incorporated under the title of the 
Peycke Candy Company, with a paid up capital of 
$100,000, Mr. Edward Peycke becoming president. Mr. 
U. L. May vice-president, and Mr. W. S. Vandusen, 
secretary. This is the leading concern of the kind West of 
Chicago. The building occupied is a modern five-story 
brick structure, centrally located at 414 to 424 South 
Eleventh street, and is 66x182 feet in dimensions, splendidly 
equipped throughout with the latest improved machinery 



HELLER & LIVER COMPANY. 

The representative concern in its line in Omaha 
is the Heller & Liver Company, importers, jobbers 
and manufacturers of butchers' and packers' tools 
and supplies. 1217 Howard street. This extensive 
business was established eight years ago by Mr. 
Louis Heller, who conducted it till January. 1892, 
when it was incorporated under the laws of Nebraska, 
with a paid-up capital of $50,000, Mr. Louis 
Heller being the president and Mr. C. B. Liver the 
secretary and treasurer. They occupy a two-story 
and basement building, 26x180 feet in area, and 
here they keep a heavy and choice stock of butchers' 
and packers' tools and supplies, also saltpeter, 
spices, curine, Anchor mixed spices, Anchor sau- 
sage color, tin lard cans, refrigerators, fish and 
oyster boxes. They also manufacture to order and 
furnish complete detailed designs for new market fix- 
tures and slaughter houses, and are sole owners of the 
famous"Anchor" brand of goods, including "Anchor" curine 
preserving salt, "Anchor" sausage color, "Anchor" mixed 
spices for all kinds of sausages and "Anchor" snowflakes 
lard bleacher. These goods are general favorites with the 
trade. The company are likewise patentees and manu- 
factures of the world-known "Acme" cooling rooms, and 
importers and exporters of casings. Orders are promptly 
executed at lowest figures and the trade now extends 
throughout Nebraska, Iowa, Kansas, Wyoming, Dakota. 
Idaho. Texas and to the Pacific coast. They employ 
twenty-five men in their establishment, and have also sev- 
eral traveling salesmen on the road. Mr. Heller is a 
native of Milwaukee. Wis., while Mr. Liver was born in 
Switzerland. They are both popular in trade circles. An il- 
lustrated catalogue is promptly forwarded upon application. 

OMAHA CIGAR, PAPER AND PACKING BOX FACTORY. 
This business was founded several years ago by Mr. J. J. 
Wilkinson, to whom succeeded Mr. H. O Todd in March, 
1892. Mr. Todd is a practical man in the business, hav- 
ing a thorough knowledge of its every detail and of the 
requirements of his customers. Since he assumed control of 
the business he has greatly extended its operations, and his 
sales now cover Nebraska, Wyoming. Iowa and adjoining 
states. His cigar and paper-box factory is located at 1110 
Douglas street, while that for the production of packing 
boxes is at Forty-fifth and Farnham streets. They are 
thoroughly equipped in every department, operated by 
steam and electric power, and their output is very l^rge, 
some twenty-five skilled hands being employed. Only care- 
fully selected materials are utilized, and the boxes produced 
have no superior for finish, strength and uniform excel- 
lence, while the prices quoted for them neccessarily attract 
close buyers. Prompt attention is given to orders and 
complete satisfaction is guaranteed patrons. Mr. Todd was 
born in Iowa and was educated at Ann Arbor, Mich. He 
has been a resident of Omaha since 1887, and is held in high 
esteem by all who know him. The telephone call is 7^. 
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FAIRBANKS' STANDARD SCALES. 

The name of Fairbanks is of world-wide celebrity, and 
deservedly so, for the Standard Scales bearing the above 
familiar name, have been introduced into every quarter of 
the globe. The works of Fairbanks, Morse & Co., at St. 
Johnsbury, Vt., are the largest of the kind and models in 
every sense of the word, and represent one of the most im- 
portant centers of skilled industry in America. There is 
no need in this article to dwell upon the superior merits of 
the scales and other specialties manufactured by the con- 
cern, the reputation Achieved is too wide spread, but it will 
prove of interest to show how important has become the 
trade in the above lines from Omaha as the center. While 



the weftern headquarters are in Chicago. Omaha is the next 
most important distributing point. Mr. F. C. Ayer, for- 
merly connected with the St. Louis branch, has been the 
manager here for the past two years and a half, and brings 
to bear special qualificatioos by reason of his wide range of 
experience, sound judgment and marked energy and enter- 
prise Besides Fairbanks' Scales, Barrows, Trucks and 
other specialties, he handles the product of John T. Noyes. 
known as the "Rice" steam engines and steam pumps of 
Buffalo. N Y , boiler and feed water heaters of improved 
type, the famous ** Hancock " inspirator, etc., also the 
"Dodge" wood split pulleys, shifting hangers and mill 
outfits, while his establishment is recognized headquarters 
for railroad and railroad contractors supplies. He always 
has on hand an enormous and a comprehensive stock, occu- 
pying four warehouses. His salesrooms are at 1018 Farnam 
street, a four-story building 25x120 in dimensions, hand- 
somely fitted up and arranged as follows: First floor, sales- 
room; second, office and sample room; third, repair shop 
and fourth, devoted to reserve stock. He has a six-story 
warehouse and three others adjacent to the Union Paci6c 
tracks, and every facility is at command for shipping. Mr. 
Ayer requires the services of five travelers on the road, and 
has a large staff of clerks, salesmen and porters here, and 
is doini? a flourishing trade in Fairbanks' Scales and his 
other specialties. Mr. Ayer has ever retained the confi- 
dence of leading commercial and financial circles, and is in 
every respect just the man to represent such important 
interests in the growing West. 



HAYDEN BROS. 
The factors requisite to achieve enduring success in the 
dry goods trade are numerous. In conjunction with supe- 
rior ability a wide range of experience is essential, while 
to ample resources must be added influential connections 
and sound judgment in making purchases to secure the 
latest stylish goods and take the market at lowest quota- 
tions for all staple dry goods. Omaha has always proved 
an excellent field for the display of sterling enterprise and 
energy in this line, and to-day there is no firm standing 
higher in every salient feature of excellence, and exhibiting 
the above qualifications in a more eminent degree than the 
representative and progressive firm of Messrs. Hayden 
Brothers, importers and retailers of 
dry goods, notions, etc., Nos. 102 to 
112 Sixteenth street. This extensive 
and flourishing business was estab- 
lished ten years ago by Messrs. Will- 
iam, Joseph and Edward Hayden, who 
are now conducting the largest estab- 
lishment of the kind west of Chicago. 
Their trade extends throughout the 
city and state, and has now attained 
v^st proportions, placing it in the lead- 
ing position as regards completeness of 
stock, lowest prices, and the newest 
and best goods displayed. The prem- 
ises occupied comprise a substantial 
and extensive five-story and basement 
building 132x132 feet in dimensions, 
fully equipped with all modern conven- 
iences, electric lights, steam heat, pas- 
senger and freight elevators, cash rail- 
way, etc. They own their own elec- 
tric plant which furnishes 550 incan- 
desent lights, and their cash railway 
system has 100 stations. The stock, 
which is one of the largest, best se- 
lected and choicest in the West includes 
all kinds of dry goods and notions, silks, 
satins, velvets, dress fabrics of every 
description. ladies' and gents' furnish- 
ing goods, laces, embroideries, white 
Imens, flannels, shawls, jackets, jerseys, 
cloaks and suits, ribbons, gloves, corsets. 
Umbrellas, parasols and everything usually found in a first- 
class establishment. Here also are departments devoted 
to furniture, carpets, cutlery, boots and shoes, crockery, 
glassware and bric-a-brac, harness, books, jewelry and 
watches, candy and confectionery, drugs, mens' and boys* 
clothing, millinery, pianos and organs and other articles 
too numerous to particularize. Messrs. Hayden Brothers 
import direct from the most celebrated European houses, 
and are always the first in Omaha to display the latest 
novelties in dry goods, millinery and fancy goods. 'Their 
sales for the past year were over $1,500,000. and their pat- 
ronage is steadily increasing owing to the superiority, 
quality and uniform excellence of their productions. Three 
hundred and fifty clerks, salesladies and assistants are 
employed, and the attendance upon customers is prompt, 
polite and intelligent. The high reputation of the firm is so 
familiar to the general public, that further comments on 
our part would be superfluous. The announcement of 
bargains by Messrs. Hayden Brothers conveys the full 
meaning of that word; whatever is advertised is always to 
be found exactly as described, consequently firm reliance 
has come to be placed in every announcement of theirs by 
a discerning and critical public. Messrs. William, Joseph 
and Edward Hayden are natives of Wisconsin, ^nd are 
widely known as influential and public spirited cjftizens of 
the Gate City. Their commercial relations are Widespread, 
and the substantial inducements offered to buy«rs in every 
department of their establishment cannot be jjciualled else- 
where in the West. ^ 
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MEYER (& RAAPKE. 

• No branch of the wholesale grocery trade is of more im- 
portance than that covering the staples of teas, coffees and 
spices. An old established and the most reliable bouse in 
Omaha extensively engaged in this trade, is that of Messrs. 
Meyer & Raapke, importers and jobbers, whose salesrooms 
and offices are located at 1408 to 1407 Harney street. This 
extensive and flourishing business was established in 1868 
by Messrs. Henry Meyer and Louis Raapke, who have 
since built up a liberal and influential patronage in all sec- 
tions of Nebraska, Iowa, Wyoming, Colorado and Utah. 
They own and occupy a spacious five-story and basement 
building 60x130 feet in area, fitted up with every conveni- 
ence, elevators, etc. Here they keep an immense stock of 
fancy and staple groceries, teas, coffees, spices, tobacco. 



cigars, etc. In sugars, foreign and domestic dried fruits, 
canned goods, syrups, farinaceous goods, soaps and fancy 
groceries, they are always prepared to offer substantial in- 
ducements to the trade. They are Western agents for 
Curtice Brothers fine canned goods. Loomis & Allen's corn. 
P. J. Hitter's preserves. Highland condensed milk and 
household ammonia. This is the only house, too, in the 
United States, handling the Sugar Beet Seed grown by the 
Klein Wanzlebener Sugar Factory. Germany. Only really 
pure and first-class goods are handled in every department 
by this firm. They carry always in stock fresh crop 
Oolongs, Japans, Gunpowder, Imperial, Young Hyson. 
English Breakfast and other standard teas, that are re- 
nowned for flavor and quality and are justly popular. A 
specialty is also made of coffees, spices, cigars and tobacco, 
which are offered to the trade at the lowest market prices 
This is the pioneer wholesale grocery house of 
Omaha, and its trade is steadily increasing. Messrs. 
Meyer & Raapke were born in Germany, but have 
resided in Omaha the greater part of their lives, 
where they are highly esteemed in trade circles for 
their business ability and sterling integrity. Both 
partners are directors of the German Savings Bank 
of Omaha. They employ twelve clerks, assistants, 
etc., and have seven traveling salesmen on the road. 



WM. PFEIFFER. 

A leading and popular house in Omaha is that of 
William Pfeiffer, located at the southwest corner of 
Twenty-eighth and Leavenworth streets. The busi- 
ness was founded in 1888 by Wm. Pfeiffer & Co., and 
two years later became the sole property of Mr. 
Pfeiffer. The premises comprise two two-story 
brick buildings, each 22x60 feet. All the opera- 
tions of the works are under the immediate super- 
vision of the proprietor, thus insuring purchasers 
only such products as will withstand the most critical 
tests, both as regards the material used and the 
workmanship employed. Only the finest of first- 
class work is turned out. and the carnages and 
buggies here manufactured are recognized wher- 
ever introduced as having no superiors in this 
market. Five hands are regularly employed, and 
in summer time the force is increased to twelve. 
Mr. Pfeiffer is a native of Germany, and has lived 
in Omaha seven years. He is a gentleman in the 
prime of vigorous manhood, moves in excellent 
circles, and is very active in matters pertaining 
to Odd Fellowship, of which order he is a promi- 
nent member. 
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KELLEY, STIGER & CO. 
The improvements that have taken place in the last few 
years in the retail dry goods trade have made the establish- 
ments engaged therein veritable bazaars, rejecting the 
manafacturing progress of every nation. A popular and 
prominent dry goods house in the city of Omaha is that of 
Messrs. Keliey. Stiger & Co., centrally located corner of 
Farnam and Fifteenth streets. This flourishing and ex- 
tensive business was established six years ago by Messrs. 
Geo. W. Keliey and Adam S. Stiger, who have since built 
up a liberal and influential patronage in all sections of 
Omaha and its vicinity. They occupy two spacious floors 
and a basement, each being 50x182 feet in area, fully 
equipped with all modern appliances, elevators, electric 
lights, steam heat, cash railway, handsome plate glass win- 
dows, etc. The basement is utilized for reserve stock, the 
first floor for general dry goods, etc., while the second is 
devoted to shoes, cloaks, etc. The stock is one of the 
choicest and most comprehensive in the city, and includes 
all kinds of silks, velvets, cashmeres, dress fabrics of every 
description, ginghams, ladies' and gents' furnishing goods, 
linens, flannels, white goods, shawls, cloaks and wraps, 
woolens, laces and embroideries, hosiery, ribbons, notions, 
fancy goods, also ladies' and children's shoes, etc. The 
quality and desirability of the stock are ably maintained, 
and inducements in prices are quoted, that could only ob- 
tain with a house so thoroughly prepared for efficient serv- 
ice. They import direct from the most famous European 
houses, and are always among the first in Omaha to display 
the latest novelties. Fifty-five clerks, salesladies and as- 
sistants are employed, and the trade of the firm is steadily 
increasing, owing to the superiority and reliability of its 
goods, which have no superior in the West. The partners 
are noted for their enterprise and strict integrity, and are 
extremely popular with all classes of the community. 



OMAHA TINWARE MANUFACTURING COMPANY. 
The great advantages offered by the city of Omaha to 
men with brains, capital anfi energy, is well illustrated in 
the case of the Omaha Tinware Manufacturing Company, 
who were established but three years ago, and incorporated 
in 1890 under the laws of Nebraska, with a paid-up capital 
'^ of $25,000, and now commands an extensive and influential 
patronage, covering the states of Nebraska and Iowa. This 
splendid result in such a short time, has been mainly due 
to the ability of the management, which is in the hands of 
Mr. Wm. Wallace as president; Mr. F. P. Hanlon as 
vice-president, and Mr. Lewis Ley as manager, all gentle- 
men of recognized capacity, and thorough masters of their 
trade. The company occupy a substantial three-story 
brick structure from 1207 to 1218 South Twentieth street, 
95x100 feet in dimensions, together with a warehouse 
40x130 in area and two stories high. The company are 
large manufacturers and jobbers of tinware, making a 
specialty of fruit, cracker, oil and jacket cans, and are pre- 
pared to make tin cans of every description to order, in 
the most workmanlike manner. The production of a su- 
perior grade of stove boilers also occupies a large share of 
attention, and every article carried is reliable, while prices 
are marked down as low as possible. The plant includes 
all the most improved machmery known to this industry. 



and is driven by steam, the engine being of thirty-five 
horse-power, and the boiler fifty-five. Steady employment 
is given to a force of sixty skilled hands, and four experi- 
enced traveling salesmen are kept constantly upon the 
road. The working capacity of the factory is : 20.000 
fruit cans daily; 5.000 campaign torch lights daily; 7.00O 
lard pails daily; 250 five-gallon jacket cans daily; 8.000 
syrup cans daily, and 5,000 baking powder cans daily. 
Mr. William Wallace, the president of the company is 
well-known in financial circles, and holds the responsible 
position of cashier of the Omaha National Bank. Mr. F. 
P. Hanlon. the vice-president, is a prominent capitalist, 
whose reputation for integrity and enterprise is wide-spread. 
Mr Ley, the manager, gives to the discharge of his onerous 
duties that energy and foresight which always command 
success. The house is a thoroughly representative one in 
its line, and is actively promoting the interests of the city 
by its operations. 



THE PACKERS' NATIONAL BANK. 
Omaha as one of the principal financial centers of the 
West, has in no branch of business attained such a re- 
markable degree of development, as in the prosperity and 
usefulness of her banks and fiscal institutions. The latest 
and one of the most important additions to the banking 
facilities of the Gate City, is the Packers National Bank, 
centrally located at the comer of Twenty-sixth and N 
streets. This bank was duly incorporated under the 
National Banking Laws with a paid-up capital of $100,000, 
July 16, 1891, and being situated at the Union Stock Yards. 
South Omaha, the third packing center in America, it has 
every facility to accommodate patrons of the Stock Yards. 
It receives the accounts of banks, bankers, corporations, 
firms and individuals on favorable terms, and will be pleased 
to meet or correspond With those contemplating making 
changes or opening new accounts. The bank promptly 
discounts first-class commercial paper, deals in exchange, 
makes telegraphic transfers of money, attends carefully 
to collections on all points and transacts a general banking 
business. Special attention is given to the business of 
stockmen and shippers, and entire satisfaction is guaranteed 
patrons. The officers and directors include some of the most 
prudent, honorable and successful men in the business 
community. They are as follows: A. C. Foster, president; 
Samuel Cotner, vice-president; A. P. Brink, cashier. 
Directors: A. C. Foster, superintendant Swift & Co., South 
Omaha; H. O. Devries, president Globe Loan and 
Trust Company, Omaha: J. A. Doe, secretary South 
Omaha Electric Light Company, South Omaha; Sam- 
uel Cotner, Christian & Cotner, grain commission- 
ers; Amos Gates, stockman, Sarpy County; A. W. 
Trumble, stockman, Sarpy County; C. M, Hunt, president. 
South Omaha Electric Light, Heat and Power Company, 
South Omaha; J. E. Curti, druggist, Papillion. The 
banking rooms are spacious and well equipped, and pos- 
sess every convenience for the prompt dispatch of business. 
Mr. A. C. Foster the president, is one of our ablest finan- 
ciers and a vigorous exponent of the soundest principles 
governing banking and finance. Mr. Cotner, the vice-presi- 
dent and Mr. Brink, the cashier, are careful and talented bank 
oncers, with every qualification for their responsible posi- 
tions. In the bank's room the business of the Packers' 
Savings Bank is also conducted, the officers being Mr. A. C. 
Foster, president; Mr. C. M. Hunt, vice-president and Mr. 
^A. P. Brink, cashier. This Savings Bank, however, has 
'nothing to do with the Packers* National Bank, which is 
an entirely distinct institution. , 
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THE B. H. OSTERHOUDT fePRING WAGON MANU- 
FACTURING COMPANY. 

In the manufacture of haud-made spring wagons and 
other vehicles, a representative and successful concern in 
Omaha is that known as the B. H. Osterhoudt Spring 
Wagon Manufacturing Company, whose repository and 
workshops are located at 1801 and 1803 Cass street. This 
flourishing business was established fifteen years ago by 
Mr. C. T. Longprey, who was succeeded in 1885 by Messrs. 
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also every style and variety of frames and picture moldings. 
Mr. Whitmore manufactures fine picture frames in the 
most desirable and exquisite styles, being the only one 
having a complete frame manufactory in the city. Old 
frames are also regilded. He gives special attention to the 
importing of fine art goods, and each year brings many 
elegant works to this country. He employs seven skilled 
workmen in the various departments of the business, and 
has an unusually fine patronage. The trade extends 
throughout Nebraska, Iowa. Wyoming and the West. 



Dufit & Osterhoudt. Eventually on the first of January, 
1892, the business was incorporated under the laws of Ne- 
braska with an authorized capital of $25,000, Mr. B. H. 
Osterhoudt being the president and treasurer, and Mr. 
Geo. L. Goold the secretary. The officers are thoroughly 
expert and practical wagon builders, fully conversant with 
every detail of this useful industry, and the needs and re- 
quirements of the most exacting customers. They occupy 
a commodious two-story and basement frame and brick 
building 50x66 feet in dimensions, fully supplied with every 
convenience. The office and repository are on the ground 
floor, the ironwork department in the rear, while the wood- 
work, painting and finishing shops are on the second floor. 
Thay make to order all kinds of spring, express, delivery, 
road and farm wagons, and keep constantly a heavy stock 
on hand. Only carefully selected material and the t>est 
skilled labor are utilized, and the wagons turned out are 
unrivalled for strength, workmanship, style -and price. 
Orders are carefully filled, and the trade of the company 
now extends throughout all sections of Nebraska, Iowa and 
Wyoming. They sell wagons when required on easy 
monthly payments, and guarantee complete satisfaction to 
patrons. Messrs. Osterhoudt & Goold are both natives of 
Illinois. They are widely known for their mechanical skill 
and integrity, and are very popular in trade circles. 



H. P. WHITMORE. 

One of the best and most popular establishments in this 
city is that conducted by Mr. H. P. Whitmore, dealer in 
fine art works. Mr. Whitmore established this business 
March 1, 1889. and has met with a continued success ever 
since. He occupies the premises located at 1519 Dodge 
street, which consist of a fine four-story brick building 
22x60 feet in dimensions. A large and elegant stock of 
fine art goods is carried. This consists of oil and water 
color paintings, etchings, steel engravings, crayons, pa^- 
telles and many imported art works of great value. A full 
supply of artists' materials, colors, brushes, etc., is carried, 



JENNINGS HOTEL. 
One of the most popular hotels of Omaha is the well-known 
Jennings Hotel, which was established four years ago by 
Mr. E. Jennings. This house is one of the best kept and 
most comfortably appointed in Omaha. It has seventy-five 
sleeping rooms, and in all contains eighty-three apartments. 
The rooms and halls are all fitted up in modern style, 



having electric lights, call bells, etc. The building is 
three- stories in height and 100x75 feet in dimensions The 
offices are located on the ground floor as are also the din- 
ing-rooms, reading and cloak rooms. The premises have 
excellent baths, are fitted with broad verandas, and are in 
every way elegant and comfortable. The location, at the 
corner of Ninth and Harney streets is unsurpassed, being 
near th^ railroad stations, and having the horse cars pass 
the door. The rates charged at this bouse are most reason- 
able, being $1.50 and $2 a day. this being the best house of 
moderate prices in this city. The table is always supplied 
with every luxury of the season, and the dining-room, seat- 
ing eighty, is elegantly furnished and nicely lighted. This 
house is patronized by the most desirable class of traveling 
people and is always well filled. The proprietor is a native 
of Maine and has resided in Omaha four years. Mr. Jen- 
nings was formerly proprietor of the Jennings Hotel at 
Elgin, 111., and has had an extended experience in hotel 
business. 
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U. S. WIND ENGINE AND PUMP COMPANY. 
THE OLD RELIABLE HALLADAY 

tSTAndard wind mill 
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I X L FEED MILL, 
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\ng Tools, etc« Send for Catalogue and Prioe'Llat. Addreaa 

0. S. Wind Engine & Pump Co., Batavia, III. 

The most important establishment of its kind in Omaha is 
that of the U. S. Wind Engine and Pump Company, 
whose splendid premises are located at 916 to 918 Jones 
street. The headquarters of the company are at Batavia, 
^ 111., and floursbing branches are in operation at Boston, 
Mass , Kansas City. Mo., and Fort Worth. Texas. The 
branch here was established in 1885, and has become the 
centre of a large and steadily increasing business, much of 
its prosperity being due to the excellent management and 
personal popularity of Mr. J. B. Rahm. An entire five- 
story brick building with basement is occupied, 48x182 
feet. The stock carried includes wind and feed mills, 
horse powers, tanks, pumps, pipe fittings, beltrng, hose, 
plumbers', steam fitters' and waterworks supplies. The 
machines, etc., to be found in this well-known empor- 
ium are without question the best of their kind on the 
market, and embody every modern improvement. The 
trade covers Iowa, Nebraska, South Dakota and extends to 
the Pacific coast. Steady employment is given to a force 
of twenty -five capable hands and five experienced traveling 
salesmen. Mr. J. B. Rahm, the manager, is a native of 
Virginia, who came west twenty years ago. and has been 
connected with this company for the past ten years. 
He was formerly with the house in Kansas City, but as- 
sumed his responsible duties here in September, 1891. He 
gives to the management a wide experience and an untir- 
ing energy, that have materially contributed to the activity 
of the trade and the popularity of this thriving branch. 



HOME HOTEL. 

In no manner is the prresent age more distinguished for 
emphatic progress than in respect to the modern accommo- 
dations furnished the traveling public. In this city a hotel 
that is very popular is the "Home," Mr. M. Olsen pro- 
prietor, located at 414 to 416 South Thirteenth street. The 
house was opened for the accommodation of guests by Mr. 
Olsen two years ago, and offers most excellent entertain- 
ment to permanent and trancient guests. The building 
is of brick, three stories high and 50x120 feet in dimen- 
tions. It contains fifty fine sleeping rooms, thoroughly 
ventilated and lighted, and kept scrupulously neat and 
clean. The house and furniture are entirely new and all 
the fittings and furnishings are of a superior character. 
It is conducted on the European plan and no other house 
in the city affords such desirable accommodations at the 
rates charged, which range from $1.00 to 1.50 per day. 
First-class meals are furnished in the restaurant at 25 cents 
each or $3.50 per week. The restaurant is a feature of the 
house. It is 25x120 feet in area, contains sixty tables and 
has a seating capacity tor sixty guests. Everything of the 
best in the way of substantials ani delicacies properly 



cooked are served, and careful attention paid to customers 
by those familiar with their duties. Upwards of four 
hundred business men and citizens obtain their meals here 
daily, and without exception it is the best conducted restau- 
rant in the city. The Home Hotel is located oo the line of 
horse cars and is convenient to the business centre, the 
theatres, and all places of interest in and about the city. 
Mr. Olsen, the proprietor, is a genial gentleman, courte- 
ous and agreeable. His is a native of Norway and has 
resided in Omaha many years. He is widely known, and 
his popular and admirably equipped hotel is receiving a 
liberal patronage from an appreciative public. 



THE ENTERPRISE CASH MARKET. 

The Enterprise Cash Market, situated at 622 Sonth Six- 
teenth street, is a model of neatness and cleanliness and pre- 
sents a handsome attractive appearance. In size it is 
22x66 feet and is equipped with a refrigerator having a 
capacity of one and a half tons. Mr. T. H. Bowen, the 
popular proprietor, has had a long experience catering to 
the best class of customers, and was for some years man- 
rger for Mr. T. E. Cutler, at Twenty-fifth and Davenport 
streets. He daily receives the choicest juicy roasts, steaks, 
fine lamb, mutton, veal and pork, also sausage, bologna, 
corned beef, hams, bacon, lard, spring chickens, fresh trout 
and fish of every variety, all of which he offers at lowest 
prices. He is a thorough reliable business man, and by 
grit, industry and fair dealing he has built up a splendid 
business of the most substantial character and which comes 
from the best classes of the community. He was born in 
the state of Missouri, came to Nebraska in 1881 and com- 
menced business opperations as a member of the firm of 
Bowen & Koewler. at Freemont. in 1891. The firm soon 
after removed to Omaha and was dissolved, Mr. Bowen 
continuing the business and has since met with great snc- 
cets. He is very popular as a business man and citizen. 



PHIL STIMMEL. 

One of the most active and enterprising business houses 
of Omaha is that of which Mr. Phil. Stimmel is the ener- 
getic proprietor and which is devoted to the growing and 
distribution of seeds. The business was established fifteen 
years ago in St. Joe. Mo., but removed to this thriving 
center ten years ago, since which time the trade has 
steadily increased in the most gratifying manner. The 
premises utilized consist of a fine four-story and basement 
building at 911 Jones street, having dimensions of 22x182 
feet, and well equipped with elevators to each floor and 
the latest improved conveniences for the handling and 
storage of seeds, and having railway connection with all 
parts by means of its own switch, thus offering perfect 
facilities for shipment. The seed farms are located at 
Waterloo, Neb., and are under the ablemanagementof Mr. 
Frank T. Emerson, formerly of the Emerson Seed Company, 
whose reputation as a seedsman stands very high throughout 
the West and Northwest. The lineembraces the jobbing trade 
in farm and garden seeds, special attention being paid to 
cucumber, musk and water melon, pumpkin, squash, sweet 
corn, field corn, oats, rye, sunflower, onion, beet and turnip 
seeds, which are guaranteed true to name. Mr. Stimmel 
is also the state agent for the famous Planet garden tools 
and Porter's haying tools, and does a large jobbing trade 
in binder twine. He is assisted by an indoor staff number- 
ing from fifteen to twenty according to the season, and re- 
quires the constant services of six travelers, who attend to 
the wants of patrons throughout Nebraska, Iowa, Minnesota 
and the Dakotas. He also acts as forwarding agent for 
Eastern houses, and offers excellent facilities for the storage 
of their goods. Mr. Stimmel is a native of Pennsylvania, 
who has resided here during the past ten years and has 
earned the respect and esteem of all with whom he has 
come into c6ntact. 
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SWIFT (fc COMPANY. 

A review of the commercial and manufacturing interests 
of South Omaha wpuld be manifestly incomplete without 
special mention of the representative and famous house of 
Swift & Company, pork packers and shippers of dressed 
beef, mutton and pork, whose offices and works in this city 
are located at the Union Stock Yards. The general offices 
and headquarters of the company are at the Union Stock 
Yards, Chicago, and they have likewise extensive packing 
houses in Kansas City. This vast business was established 
in Chicago in 1877, and eventually was incorporated under 
the laws of Illinois, April 1, 1885. with* large capital, and 
its trade now extends not only throughout the entire 
United States, but also to Europe. The following gentle- 
men widely known and esteemed in .trade circles for 
their executive ability, enterprise and sterling integ- 
rity are the officers, viz: G. F. Swift, president; 
E. C. Swift, vice-president; L. F. Swift, treasurer; D. E. 
Hartwell, secretary. The Omaha works are under the able 
and careful management of Mr. A. C. Foster, who is consid- 
ered one of the best judges of live stock in the West. The 
company's works in South Omaha have an area of ten 
acres. The various departments are fully equipped with 
the latest improved appliances, apparatus and njachinery 
known to the trade, operated by steam power. Here they 
employ some hundreds of men with a pay roll of $11,000 
per week, and their cold storage rooms have an area of 
several acres. They own some hundreds of refrigerator 
cars, and they have fresh meat depots in all the principal 
cities of the United States. Cattle, sheep and hogs are 
slaughtered by thousands, and their sales of meats and pro- 
visions exceed $30,000,000 annually. Messrs. Swift & Com- 
pany deal extensively in pork, beef, mutton, lard, oils, dry salt 
meats, sweet potted meats, spiced meats, green sugar cured 
hams, shoulders, smoked meats, canned meats, fertilizers, 
etc. They handle only the finest and best stock, and are 
exclusive curers of the celebrated Winchester brand sugar 
cured meats, which are general favorites wherever intro- 
duced. Their splendid sugar cured meats are packed and 
cured by a process which adds greatly to the flavor of the 
meats and renders them free from all injurious substances 
and taste of excessive salt. There are always a number of 
government inspectors on the company's premises, and 
all the processes of curing as well as the meat itself are 
subjected to close inspection. Messrs. Swift & Company, 
by means of their vast trade and large capital are always 
in a position to quote prices for their meats and products 
that cannot be discounted elsewhere in this country. The 
officers are prominent members of the Board of Trade of 
Chicago, Kansas City and Omaha, and their connections 
and equipments are such as to enable them to 
promptly meet all demands either at home or abroad 
with .efficiency. Large as are the works of the company, 
and as shown in a bird's eye view of the Omaha Stock 
Yards in another part of this work, we may mention that 
the company have just erected on the north of the buildings 
there sl\own and which have a frontage of 1200 feet, three 
other buildings. One of these is 128x214 feet in dimen- 
sions and six-stories high. Another is seven stories high 
and 193x80 feet in area. The third is four stories high and 
128x80 feet in dimensions. To the south of the old build- 
ings another structure, six stories high and 180x140 feet in 
dimensions has also been erected. Thus this mammoth 
concern continues to grow. 



ALLEN ROOT & CO. 

A newly established and one of the most reliable firms in 
live stock commission trade in Omaha, is that of Messrs. 
Allen Root & Co., whose office is in Room 84 Exchange 
Building. This prosperous business was established Sep- 
tember, 1891, by Messrs. Allen Root and George S. Brown, 
iM^ho have since secured a liberal and influential patronage. 



Their connections in the Southwestern, Western and 
Northwestern States are of a superior character, and they 
promptly dispose of the largest consignments of cattle, 
sheep and hogs, affording entire satisfaction to both buyers 
and sellers. Customers before shipping live stock are re- 
quested to write to the firm in reference to the condition of 
the market and the latest ruling prices. They make lib- 
eral advances when requested on consignments, and wire 
sales as soon as made. Communications by mail or telesraoh 
are promptly attended to, a 
Union Stock Yards for the re 
perfect. Mr. G. S. Brown 
Williams the cattle salesmei 
about eight car-loads of livi 
members of the Live Stocl 
Brown were born in New Yo 
Omaha for the past thirty-sc 
had only one house, and for t 
contractor and builder. He 
farm two and a half miles frc 
cialty of raising first-class st< 
Root is the office and financii 
also state stock agent of the 
liance. Mr. Brown is a pion 
sion trade of Omaha, and ha 
important business. Messrs 
known for their strict integrit 
the First National Bank of 
Bank, Omaha. Packers' Na 
Nebraska Savings and Excl 
Central City Bank, Central C 



RATHBUN'S BUt 



We do not think our review 
mentioning the educational i 
are unsurpassed in the West, 
highest standing are located 1 
afforded residents and others 
tion for either professional 
most popular and representai 
Rathbun's Business College 
Typewriting and Penmanshi] 
the corner of Hamilton and 
Mr. Rathbun has construct 
brick building known as Oi 
space is 75x85 feet in dimensi 
Northern part of the city, an 
lighted, comfortably heated a 
ceilings are sixteen feet high, 
posts or other obstructions t 
the college consists of educat< 
throughout the West. The s 
tendent of the courses of inst 
bun. who is a native of Pe 
tained a high reputation as 
United States. During the v 
of the Twenty-fourth Iowa 
having conducted a business 
number of years in 1873, b 
College at Omaha. The pre 
shorthand and typewriting d< 
mer. who is instructor in this 
ment, book-keeping. Englisl 
under the control of Prof. W 
Seekatz is teacher of book-k 
science of rapid calculation, 
lecturer of commercial law, v 
is instructor in German, Lati 
study is complete in every pa 
college are all reporting a hig 
The school accommodates 5C 
the liberal patronage it is the 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



^•^ jQMD ' 




111 



D. V. SHOLES. 
The legitimate dealer in real property has done much to 
advance the corporate growth and business interests of this 
city, invi^ng hither men of capital from various parts of 
the country, placUg them advantageously and profitably, 
while at the same time offering inducements to residents to 
own houses and lots or purchase lands for manufacturing, 
mercantile or residence purposes. There is considerable 
activity in the real estate market at the present time and 
among those conspicuous in the operations going on is Mr. 
D. V. Sholes. who as a dealer in realty and loan broker is 
widely and popularly known. Mr. Sholes has been a res- 
ident of Omaha for a period of fifteen years and in 1886 
embarked in business as a real estate dealer and insurance 
agent. In 1888 the firm of Sholes & Hamilton was formed 
and continued until last year when the firm was dissolved. 
Mr. Sholes removing to his present location. 218 First 
Nationel Bank Building, and has since been doing a large, 
flourishing business handling and dealing in realty. He 
always has desirable improved and unimproved city and 
suburban property to dispose of and can offer the very best 
inducements to all looking for good permanent investments 
that will in the near future realize handsome profits to the 
holders. He has a large circle of friends and acquaintances 
in financial circles. He negotiates loans on bond and mort- 
gage and all first-class collateral security at the very lowest 
rates. Besides buying, selling and exchanging property on 
order Mr. Sholes also rents and leases houses, lands, fac- 
tories, dwellings, business blocks, offices, etc. ; takes care of 
estates, secures tenants, collects rentals and gives his per- 
sonal attention to all branches of the real estate business. 
He is a thorough, upright, honorable business man and one 
in whom the most implicit confidence can be placed. He 
has property to rent in all parts of the city and vicinity, 
every ward being represented upon his books. 

GRAND CENTRAL^ 
Omaha is to be congratulated upon having such an ably 
conducted and strictly first-class hotel as the celebrated 
Grand Central, the most popular house in the West, and 
which has become remarkably prosperous under the able 
proprietorship of Mr. Peter Goos. The hotel was built six 
years ago by the present proprietor. It occupies a most 
desirable and central location corner of Fifteenth and 
Jackson streets, and *is a very handsome and substantial 
structure, four stories and basement in height and sur- 
mounted at the corner, over the main entrance, by a hand- 
some tower. The building was specially designed and 
erected for the purpose, and has all the modern improve- 
ments, conveniences and safeguards. The dimensions are 
182x162 feet, thus giving a vast area of floor space. The 
first floor and basement of the east half of the house are 
sub-let to the city as police station and court room; the re- 
mainder of the premises being strictly devoted to hotel 
purposes. On the first floor are the handsome offices, 
reading and writing rooms, very fine bar and cafe, baggage 
and trunk department, barber shop, etc. On the second 
floor are the elegant parlors and several suites of spacious 
sleeping rooms with private parlors if desired. The third 
and fourth floors are devoted to sleeping rooms, of which 
the hotel has 180, and can readily accommodate over 250 
guests. It is conducted upon the European plan, and the 
rates are remarkably moderate considering the superiority 
of the accommodations, while, as is so well known, the 
restaurant is the best conducted in town, and the bill of 
fare complete, yet low-priced. This is the favorite stop- 
ping place for theatrical people and commercial men, as 
also for the traveling public generally, and the fast filling 
registers indicate how popular the house is. Mr. Goos, the 
proprietor, is a native of Denmark, who came to Omaha 
twenty-eight years ago, and embarked in the hotel business 
in 1866. He formerly conducted the Merchants Hotel on 
Farnam street, and was there for twelve years prior to 
opening up here. He is a veteran of the Danish-Prussian 



war, having served as an officer in the Danish army from 
1860 to 1864, and won an honorable record. He is an active 
member of the Board of Trade and a public spirited citizen 
who has won a deserved success as a hotel proprietor, and 
is giving the public the finest accommodations for the 
money in the West. The management has lately been 
assumed by Mr. Fred. Kuhl. a young man of seven years 
experience in the business, during which he was connected 
with the Bush Hotel, Hoboken, N. }. He is a native of 
Germany and is prominent in social circles, being a Knight 
of Pythias, a Turner and member of the Arion Singing 
Society. The house is quiet, homelike and comfortable, 
and we recommend the traveling public to register here 
when visiting Omaha. 
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JOSEPH ALEX CONNOR. 

Among the leading grain commission merchants of 
Omaha, special mention should be made of Joseph Alex 
Connor, whose office is located at Room 446 Chamber of 
Commerce. Mr. Connor first commenced business in Platts- 
mouth. Neb , in 1865. In 1891 he removed his office 
to'Omaha, where he is now conducting an extensive busi- 
ness. He owns well equipped elevators at Tamora, Green- 
wood, Ashland, Louisville, Ceder Creek, Collum, Gretna, 
Ithica, Milford, Memphis and Plattsmouth. His connec- 
tions are of a very superior character, including leading 
consignors of grain all over the West and Northwest, while 
his facilities are in every way strictly first-class. Orders 
for car-load lots are promptly filled, and grain is shipped to 
any part of the United States. Mr. Connor is a native of 
La Salle, 111. He is a director of the Omaha Board of 
Trade, and vice-president of the Citizens' Bank. Platts- 
mouth. He is likewise a large owner and dealer in im- 
g roved farms and Western lands. He owns upwards of 
,000 acres of improved farm lands. 4,000 acres being in 
the suburbs of Omaha, of which 1,300 acres are rented for 
dairy purposes. Mr. Connor also subdivides property 
and builds houses, which are sold on very easy terms. He 
is assisted in the management of his business in Omaha by 
Mr. M. H. Madden, who is widely known for his ability 
and strict integrity. 

T. C. HAVENS. 

Among thoseactive in the coal trade in Omaha is Mr. 
T. C. Havens, who is doing a large flourishing business, 
supplying families and manufacturers in the city and 
vicinity. The business was established in 1886 by Haven 
& Rhodes, whom he succeeded in 1888. The premises occu- 
pied for storage purposes comprise a spacious yard at Seven- 
teenth street and Union Pacific Railway. A heavy stock is 
always carried of hard and soft coal of the highest grades, 
which is received direct from the mines and sold by the 
ton and in car-load lots. A specialty is made of free burn- 
ing new Kentucky lump coal for grates and domestic use, 
which is pronounced the best fuel of the kind in the market. 
A full stock of charcoal, coke and kindling wood is carried, 
and besides supplying a large local trade, a large business 
is done shipping coal throughout Nebraska and Iowa. Ten 
hands are employed about the yard, and a number of teams 
are in constant service. Mr. Havens is from Ohio originally. 
He has resided in Omaha many years, and is one of the 
most prominent among the representative men in the coal 
trade in the city. His office is at 1508 Howard street. 
Telephone call 1007. The telephone call of the yard is 
1685. 

DODGE EUROPEAN HOTEL. 

One of the most popular of the Omaha hotels is the 
well-known Dodge European Hotel, located at the corner 
of Thirteenth and Dodge streets. This favorite resort was 
opened five years ago by the present proprietor who has 
made it extremely popular, and secured the patronage of 
the best class of people. The hotel has the advantages of 
location, having cable and motor cars passing the door, 
from all depots and to all sections of the city. The build- 
ing is a fine three-story brick structure, 182 feet front and 
5d feet deep, and is fitted with all modern conveniences. 
It has forty-five rooms, with a cafe, kitchen, etc , on the 
first floor. A sample room and billiard hall are located on 
the ground floor also. Meals are served at all hours at 
most reasonable rates. The second floor contains the 
private dining-room, parlors, sleeping accommodations, 
etc. The house has a capacity of 100 guests, and is cer- 
tainly well patronized. Mr. M. E. Davis the manager, is 
an agreeable gentleman, a native of Michigan, and for 
seven years a resident of Omaha; he has numerous friends 
who delight in his success and hold him in the highest 
possible esteem. 



HOESCHEN UNIVERSAL ELECTRIC WORK& 

One of the most ingenious and skilled practical electri- 
cians in Omaha is Mr. Henry Hoeschen, who has devoted 
many years to the study of electricity and methods of ap- 
plying it to practical use. He is a German by birth, came 
to this country and in 1885 located in this city, since when 
he has become widely and popularly known as an electrical 
expert. About a year ago he established the Hoeschen 
Universal Electric Works on Famam street and six months 
after removed to the premises now occupied, second floor 
of the building 1304 Douglas street. Mr. Hoeschen manu- 
factures and deals in all kind of electric and mechanical 
novelties and supplies and is doing a large business as a 
jobber of sheet, rod and wire steel, brass, etc. He also 
furnishes brass castings to order, gives his personal atten- 
tion to small gear cutting and making to order fine mod- 
els from drawings and descriptions. He is well prepared 
and equipped for executing work promptly and satisfacto- 
rily and also attending to repairing and jobbing. He has 
recently invented an improved phonograph which he is now 
manufacturing, and also an improved slot machine which 
he is about completing and placing on the market. He is 
building up a trade which is rapidly growing in importance 
throughout Nebraska, Iowa. Missouri and . Illinois. He 
carries a full stock of everything in his line and can fill 
orders promptly and satisfactorily at the shortest notice. 
Mr. Hoeschen makes a specialty of manufacturing dyna- 
mos of all sizes. 



W. R. HOMAN. 

In a period of six years Mr. W. R. Homan has been 
closely identified with the real estate business of Omaha 
and is well known as a thorough expert in all matters con- 
nected therewith. He carries on a general business, buying, 
selling and exchanging city and suburban property, 
handling acres, subdivisons and building lots; also farm 
lands, and has splendid opportunities to offer all seeking 
good paying investments. He gives his personal attention to 
the management of estates and to caring for property of 
resident and non-resident owners. Through his close busi- 
ness connection with capitalists he is enabled to obtain 
loans on mortgages, stocks, bonds, commercial paper and 
first-class collateral at the lowest rates and renders 
satisfaction to all concerned. He is a gentleman of middle 
age. was born in Virginia, came west some years ago and 
during the time he has been in Omaha has become well 
known as a thorough, upright, honorable business man and 
citizen. He is one of the most active members of the Real 
Estate Exchange and during the last few years has carried 
through to a successful issue many important transactions 
in realty. He is centrally located, occupying a suite of 
handsome offices. Nos. 8 to 10 in the Frenzer Block, oppo- 
site the post office. 



S. D. CRAWFORD. 

Among those who have in a comparatively brief period at- 
taint deserved popularity and prominence in his special 
line in Omaha, may be mentioned the name of Mr. S. D. 
Crawford, carpenter and cabinet-maker, whose office and 
shop are located at 2210 Famam street, and affords ample 
facilities for the demands of the business. A general car- 
penter business is carried on, offices and stores are fitted 
up, screens and partitions are made to order, fine bench 
work is done and a specialty is made of jobbing. Previous 
to this venture Mr. Crawford was employed as a journey- 
man ten years and -he has a reputation of the highest order 
for superior work, employs only experienced workmen and 
is now doing a snug business. He is a native of New 
York State, has resid^ in Omaha since 1881 and has hosts 
of friends, and is held in high esteem by customers, friends, 
and the business community generally. 
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THE MURRAY. 

One of the leading and most successful hotels in. Omaha 
on the American plan is the favorite Murray, centrally 
located on Fourteenth and Harney streets. This popular 
hotel was erected four years ago by Mr. Thos. Murray and 
is named after the owner. It is a spacious six-story and 
basement building 60x150' feet in area, and contains 100 
rooms available for guests. All the rooms are well venti- 
lated and handsomely furnished, while the halls and cor- 
ridors are spacious. The sanitary arrangements are per- 
fect in every detail, and the means of escape in case of fire 
ample. The ladies' and gentlemen's parlors are richly 
furnished, and the office is fitted up in a convenient and 



second to none in the country, and he is also a popular 
member of the Hotel Men's Association. Persons visiting^ 
Omaha should patronize the Murray, which is the most 
comfortable and best managed hotel in the Gate City. 



G. H. YOUNGERMAN. 

To the contractor and builder in reality, conjointly with 
the architect, belongs the task of imparting to the city that 
appearance of solidity, wealth, refinement and comfort 
which at once stamps its citizens as progressive and enter- 
prising. Mr. Youngerman is a builder and contractor, and 
is a leader in his line of enterprise, which he founded here 
some six years ago. From 
the start his exceptional busi- 
ness abilities,^ his reliability 
and promptness in carrying; 
out his undertakings secured^ 
for him an influential patron- 
age. Mr. Youngerman is at 
all times prepared to furnish 
estimates and enter into con- 
tracts of any magnitude for 
the erection of buildings of alt^i 
kinds, and he is indorsed b>^ 
leading architects and prop- 
erty owners. The Continental 
Block, the A. K Riley Block, 
the Lorenzen Buildiogs, the 
Unitarian Church and many 
other structures are standing 
evidences of the character o£ 
the work done by Mr. Young- 
erman. In addition to bis 
large contracting and build- 
ing operations, he carries on 
an extensive business as a 
manufacturer of bricks. Mr. 
Younc^erman is the owner of 
considerable property in and 
about the city. He is a 
native of Iowa, and has. 
won his deserved success 
by sheer merit. His resi- 
dence is on Thirteenth and 
Valley streets. 



attractive style. The Murray is supplied with electric 
lights, annunciators, elevators, steam heat, hot and cold 
water in every room, barber's shop, billiard rooms, etc. , 
and the bar is fully stocked with choice wines, liquors, also 
beer and cigars. Rates are only $8.00, $8.50. and $4.00 
per day, while the service, cuisine and accommodations are 
unsurpassed in the West. Sixty competent help are em- 
ployed, and the dining-room comfortably seats 100 guests. 
The basement is devoted to boilers, engines baggage 
department, laundry, kitchen and pantry; the first floor 
to office, reading and writing roooms, billiard room, bar. 
etc., while the second is utilized for parlors and 
chambers and the other floors to sleeping apartments. 
The best and plenty of it is always to be found on the 
menu, and every effort is made to give entire satisfaction 
to guests. The Murray has always been the headquarters 
of many traveling men and railroad officials, and is also 
very desirable as a family hotel. Mr. B. Silloway, the 
proprietor was born in Vermont, but has resided in the 
West for the past twenty years. He was formerly pro- 
prietor of the Clifton House. Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and is 
highly regarded by the community for his genial disposi- 
tion and sterling integrity. As an agreeable host he is 



/ 



ALBRIGHT LAND AND LOT COMPANY. 
The reliable and successful Albright Land and Lot Com- 
pany, dealers in city and farm property, whose offices are 
located at 621. 522 and 528 New York Life Building, was 
incorporated in 1889 under the laws of Nebraska, with a 
paid-up capital of ^175.000, its executive officers being Mr. 
W. G. Albright, president and treasurer, and Mr. Arthur 
East, secretary. They own several large subdivisions, and 
deal in all kinds of city and suburban property, farms, etc., 
while they are always prepared to offer special inducements 
to those seeking remunerative investments. The proper- 
ties handled by the company are perfect as regards title,, 
and no real estate is dealt in except that which is thoroughly 
safe to investors. Some of the most desirable building 
lots in the maAet are controlled by the company, which 
offers them at the very lowest rates, and on easy terms of 
payment. They conduct a general real estate business in 
buying, selling, leasing etc., and make a specialty of loans 
on bonds and mortgages. Careful attention is given to the 
management of estates for non-residents. Mr. Albright 
was born in Iowa, and Mr. East in England, and are hon- 
orable, influential business men. The telephone call of the 
office is 954. 
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GLOBE HOTEL. 

In the Globe Hotel at 1812 Douglas street we have a 
bostlery that is doing a large and prosperous business. 
The Globe was first opened some years ago, and on the 
26th of March last passed into the possession of Messrs. 
E. C. Gillen and W. H. Boyd. These gentlemen have 
made many important improvements in the interior arrang- 
ment of the hotel, improvements that greatly conduce to 
the comfort of the guest stopping within its hospitable 
walls. Noticeable among these is the dining-room which 
iwas recently opened, and comprises a spacious, well-lighted 

'apartment, fitted with all the necessary furniture, and 
having a seating capacity for sixty people. The Globe 

* win iMiiceforth be conducted on the American plan, the 
rates being very reasonable and ranging from $1.50 up. 

' There -iffe sixty well appointed and comfortable sleeping 

-sqmrtments in this hotel, which, when all the many con- 
veniences it possesses are taken into consideration renders 

' It a desirable stopping place for both transient and stranger 
alike. OL the personnel of the new' firm, Mr. Gillen was 
born in ftew Jersey, and has lived in Nebraska seven 
years, three of which have been spent in Omaha. He was 
formerly one of the proprietors of tbeCreighton House, and 

*«old out there to join Mr. Boyd in opening the Globe. He 

Vis very active in F. & A. M. and K. P. circles. Mr. 
Boyd is a native of Indiana, has lived in the state twelve 
years, and in Omaiia three years. He was formerly en- 
gaged in various mercantile pursuits. 



'NORTH-WESTERN MARBLE AND GRANITE WORKS. 

The business known as the Nortk- Western Marble and 
Granite Works was first estabUshed by Mr. Baumeister 
about Ave years ago, located corner North Eighteenth and 
Charles streets, and here will be found all kinds of marble. 
:such as Italian and American marble. Scotch and American 
granite, vaults, tablets, headstones and cemetery work of 
ev^ery description. The building occupied is spacious with 
large yards in the rear, and as Mr. Baumeister buys 
through the leading cemetery, building and marble dealers, 
lie is enabled to secure the best of materials, and many of 
the monuments shown here are very fine, the relief and ex- 
•ciaed work, the figures, floral and other emblems, delight- 
ins visitors with their graceful design and excellence of exe- 
cution. Mr. Baumeister was born in Germany and has 
resided in Omaha twenty-five years. He employs six com- 
petent workmen and his house is commended to the trade 
and public as one in every way worthy of confidence. 



J. P. GUTH. 



One of the most capable architects in the city is Mr. 
J. P. Guth, whose offices are located at 516 and 517 Paxton 
Block, corner of Sixteenth and Farnam streets. Mr. Guth 
|)egan business in this city about five years ago in connec- 
tion with Mr. Dietrick, under the name of Dietrick & 
<Guth. About a year and a half ago they dissolved partner- 
ship, since which time Mr. Guth has continued the business 
alone. He has made the plans and superintended the 
construction of many of the finest business blocks, resi- 
<lences, churches and halls in Omaha and vicinity and has 
a most liberal patronage at all times. Mr. Guth is en- 
<lorsed by all for whom he has done work, and receives com- 
jnendations whenever specifications are* submitted. He 
is a native of Germany and has resided in Omaha seven 
years. 

NEW YORK DRUG STORE. 

There is certainly no more attractive pharmacy in 
'Omaha than that of S. A. Beranek at Sixteenth and Will- 
iam streets. Here physicians' prescriptions and family 
vecipes are compounded in the most accurate and reliable 



manner from absolutely pure ingredients. As an addi- 
tional safeguard to purity, Mr. Beranek manufactures his 
own tinctures, extracts and essences. This pharmacy dates 
its existence three years back when Mr. Beranek estab- 
lished it. The store which is 25x60 feet in dimensions, is 
well ordered in every respect, while a compeient assistant 
is always in attendance. A large and carefully selected 
stock is kept constantly on hand, including besides pure and 
fresh drugs and chemicals, all of the reliable standard pro- 
prietary articles, pure medicinal wines and liquors, mineral 
waters, herbs, barks and kindred pharmaceutical prepara- 
tions of every description, also soaps, perfumes and toilet 
requisites. Mr. Beranek was l>orn in Bohemia and grad- 
uated at a college of pharmacy in the old country. He 
has been three and a half years in Omaha, and is a mem- 
ber of the Knights of Pythias. 



MRS. J. BENSON. 

One of the most thorough business women in Omaha, 
who merits the success she has attained is Mrs. J. Benson, 
whose fancy dry goods and notion store is at 210 and 212 
South Fifteenth street. Mrs. Benson first established her- 
self in business in St. Joseph, Mich. , away back in 1869. 
She remained there until 1872, when she removed to Free- 
port. Mich. She was not satisfied|here. however, and con- 
ceiving Omaha to be a bigger and better field for her busi- 
ness she removed to this city in 1887. She has not been 
disappointed in her venture and at the end of each year she 
finds that she has transacted more business than she did 
the previous one. Mrs. Benson no^ employs constantly 
thirteen salesladies and help. She occupies a double store 
and basement which is 50x60 feet in size. The interior 
arrangement of the store at once attracts the eye of those 
who enter there. She uses the cash railway system. Her 
stock is very large and complete and consists of a full line 
of fancy dry goods, ladies' underwear, corsets, hosiery, 
laces, umbrellas, gloves, etc. A specialty is made of ladies' 
and children's furnishing goods and infants' outfits, art 
needle work and fancy dry goods. Her trade which is very 
large is not entirely local but extends to the various towns 
in the immediate vicinity of the city. Mrs. Benson was 
born in Plymouth, Mich., and is still on {he sunny side of 
life. She carries the only exclusive stock of ladies' and 
children's furnishings, fancy dry goods and art needle work 
in Omaha. It is the finest line West of New York City. 



8. H. SMITH. 



No special department of commerce is of more import- 
ance to a community than that of a pharmacist, and in snch 
connection we call attention to the popular and prosperous 
pharmaceutical establishment of S. H. Smith, located at 
1025 South Tenth street. It is of spacious dimensions and 
its exterior and interior appointments render it one of 
the attractive features of the neighborhood. The enter- 
prise was inaugurated in 1889 by Messrs. T. W. and S. H. 
Smith and the business was conducted under the firm name 
of Smith Brothers until November 20, 1891, when Mr. T. 
W. Smith died and the name became S. H. Smith & Co.. 
successors to Smith Brothers, and subsequently S. H. Smith 
alone. The stock is always complete, pure, fresh 
and of standard quality, embracing drugs, chemicals and 
pharmaceutical compounds, toilet articles, perfumery and 
druggists' sundries. A special feature is made of the pre- 
scription department, physicians' formulas and family re- 
cipes being dispensed at any hour of the day or night with 
that accuracy and precision which have ever characterized 
Mr. Smith's professional career. He is a native of Rome. 
N. Y.. and has resided in Omaha for the past ten years. 
Mr. Smith is registered by the Nebraska State Board of 
Pharmacy, and enjoys the respect and esteem of both pro- 
fessional and lay circles. 
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R. CARLETON. 

As an expert sign writer and manufacturer and designer 
of secret society scenery, banners, etc. . there is no man in 
the West who has deserved a higher reputation than R. 
Carleton, whose studio and office are located on the second 
and third floors at 218 South Fourteenth street. Mr. 
Carleton has been some years in the business, having estab- 
lished himself at Red Oak, Iowa, eight years ago. He is a 
native of Iowa, and a young man, and opened his place of 
business here on March 7, 1891. As a Mason he is some- 
what of an enthusiast, being a Knight Templar and Royal 
Arch, and indeed has just completed his thirty-second de- 
gree. He also belongs to the Knights of Pythias. He has 
developed a large and prosperous trade, and his work is in 
high request among many of the influential lodges of the 
Northwest. He is prepared to execute all kinds of special 
work at the shortest possible notice, and in originality of 
designs he has few equals. He constantly employs a full 
iorce of expert artists, and gives his personal supervision 
to all work entrusted to his care. His facilities are unsur- 
passed, and he always makes a point of using the very best 
materials in all his work. He undertakes all kinds of 
scene painting and backgrounds, and his work possesses a 
softness of finish which it is difficult to find elsewhere. 



ICKEN & WOHLERS. 

Among the reliable general commission merchants of 
Omaha, there are none having a better reputation than 
Messrs. Icken & Wohlers. Messrs. G. W. Icken and Ed. 
J. H. Wohlers, the copartners, have had an experience 
extending over many years in handling and dealing in 
country produce. These gentlemen were with one of the 
largest commission houses of this city, the former for seven 
and the latter for five years. The firm's premises at 1205 
Howard street comprise a building 20x70 feet in area. 
Everything in the way of country produce is handled by 
the firm: Butter, cheese, eggs, poultry, game, fresh vege- 
tables, hides, pelts, etc. They also do an extensive busi- 
ness in shipping farm, garden, dairy and orchard products to 
the East and other sections. Among the references they 
offer are the German Savings Bank, Bradstreet's Agency, 
Meyer & Raapke, and McCord, Brady & Co. They do a 
wholesale busmess exclusively. Mr. Icken has been in 
Omaha since 1883, and Mr. Wohlers came here in 1882, 
and is one of the best-known German-American citizens in 
the commission business. They have been established in 
their present location al>out a year, and enjoy a well 
merited and deserved success. They are both well-known 
members of the Produce Exchange. 



PORTER BROTHERS COMPANY. 

The Porter Brothers Company, the well-known commis- 
sion merchants, packers and jobbers in California, Florida 
and tropical fruits, whose main office and warehouse is in 
Chicago, and who have flourishing branches in Sacramento, 
Cal., Minneapolis, Minn., and New York, are represented 
in Omaha by an establishment located at 801 to 811 Jones 
street, which is in the experienced hands of Mr. O. W. 
Butts. The company was established twenty years ago, 
under the style of Porter Bros., and ten years ago the 
concern was incorporated under the laws of Illinois, with a 
capital of $250,000. which was increased in 1891 to $800.- 
000. The company handlef ruit on commission, the specialty 
being the luscious productions of California, Florida and 
the tropics. The premises utilized consist of a substantial 
brick building 40x182 feet in dimensions, having railway 
facilities of the most superior kind, enabling six cars to be 
unloaded at one time. The trade from this point extends 
West as far as the Pacific coast, and embraces the whole of 
that great section tributary to this city. Steady employ- 
ment is given to from fifteen to twenty employes according 
4o the season. Mr. W. Porter is the president of the 



company, Mr. Nate R. Salsbury the vice-president, and 
Mr. James S. Watson the secretary and treasurer. The 
Omaha house was opened two years ago by Mr. O. W. Butts, 
its present able manager, and has abundantly jostified 
the wisdom and foresight which caused its inception. 



THE HUSSEY & DAY COMPANY. 

The city of Omaha has one of the most competent sani- 
tary plumbing concerns in America, named the Hussey & 
Day Company. The company was incorporated in 1887 
with a paid-up capitel of $7,000, and has every facility for 
conducting its work in the most skillful and satisfactory 
manner. Fifty experienced plumbers and steam fitters are 
employed, and the business is conducted at 409 and 411 
South Fifteenth street where a fine store is occupied which 
is 44x75 feet in dimensions, while a storehouse is bud in 
connection. The stock of steam and plumbing goods and 
supplies that is carried, is superior to anything of the kind 
in the West, and consists of porcelain baths, gas and elec- 
trie chandeliers, brackets, sinks, marble lavatories, shower 
baths, closets, silver and plated work, stable fittings, hitch- 
ing posts, fountains, vases, settees, ornaments and every- 
thing pertaining to this business. This company ma|ces 
estimates and completes contracts in a prompt and satis- 
factory manner. The president of the company is Mr. N. 
B. Hussey. who is also a member of the Board of Trade 
and president of the Builders' and Traders' Exchange. 
Mr. Fredk. Amdt is vice president and Mr. Franklin B. 
Hussey, secretary and treasurer. 



ALBERT SANDBERQ. 

Among the prominent photographers in Omaha is Mr. 
Albert Sandberg, of 218 North Sixteenth street. The 
studio here was originally opened by Mr. J. Mitchell in 1884. 
and about two years later he was succeeded by Mr. 
Gray. The premises utilized for reception parlors and 
operating rooms are elegantly furnished and equipped fo^ 
executing high class work in all branches of photography; 
also copying and enlarging old and faded pictures and 
finishing photo-work in pastel, crayon and Sepia crayons. 
Pictures of all kinds and sizes are taken, finished in any 
style desired and particular care and attention is paid 
outside work. Mr. Sandberg is a thorongh master of his 
art and one of the most careful and correct photographers 
in the city. He is a native of Sweden, but has been in 
Omaha for a period of ten years. 



THE OMAHA MATTRESS COMPANY. 

Among the representative business concerns of this city 
of whom mention is made in this review, is the Omaha 
Mattress Company, whose bdsiness was established six 
years ago by E. M. Hulse & Co. It was continued by 
them until 1889, when the present company was incorpo- 
rated with a capital of $5,000. The president is Mr. H. 
Tenter, a native of Ann Arbor, Mich., who was engaged in 
business in Chicago twenty years and has resided In Omaha 
some years. The secretary and treasurer is Mr. O. B. 
Anderson. He was bom in Chicago and has been a resi- 
dent of Omaha a number of years. The business is con- 
ducted at 1802, 1304 and 1306 Nicholas street, where a 
commodious building is occupied, the premises being 60x182 
feet in dimensions, and having ample railroad facilities in 
the rear. Twenty-five hands are employed in the various 
departments, and all kinds of mattresses are manufactured, 
also feather pillows, comforters, etc. They also deal in 
feathers, curled hair, moss, wool, husk, excelsior, ticking, 
etc., doing a large wholesale business in these. A liberal 
shipping business is done to all sections of the West and 
Southwest. The gentlemen who have the control of this 
business are able and courteous and richly deserve the large 
measure of success they have achieved. 
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OCCIDENTAL BUILDING AND LOAN ASSOCIATION. 

The trne principles of ce*op«ration are emb9died in th« 
iwell-tried and reliable methods of building and loan asso- 
ciations, and the best exponent of these in Omaha is the 
Occidental Building *and Loan Association, whose ofiBces 
are located at 427 Ramge Building. This association 
was duly incorporated in 1888 under the laws of Nebraska 
with an authorized capital of $10,000,000, its executive 
officers being Gen. W. W. Lowe, president; Hon. W. J. 
Broatch, vice-president; Mr. K. C. Patterson, secretary and 
treasurer and J. W. Robinson, manager. This is a purely 
mutual association, its purposes being to accumulate by 
small monthly payments a fund to be loaned solely to 
members to buy or build homes, and thus to afford a safe 
and^profitable form of investing the small savings of wage 
eamfirs and salaried men. The shares are $200 each, pay- 
able in monthly installments of $1.20 p6r share, while 
money is only loaned on first mortgage real estate security, 
and on the shares themselves. Interest being compounded 
monthly makes nearly three times the ordinary rates of 
profit. There are no extra assessments under any cir- 
cumstances, and no premium is deducted from loans. The 
depository for the association is the First National Bank 
of Omaha, which has a paid-up capital of $500,000. The 
officers are widely known and highly esteemed by (he 
community for their ability and sterling integrity, and 
under their careful management the prospects of the asso- 
ciation are of the most favorable character. General 
Lowe was in command of the Third Cavalry Division of 
the Army of Cumberland during the Tennessee and Geor- 
gia campaigns, was a short time commander of the Four- 
teenth Army Corps, served twenty years in the regular 
army and resigned in 1869. The Hon. W. }. Broatch 
also served in the Eighth Connecticut Volunteers, event- 
ually entering the United States Army and was present 
with General Bumside in North Carolina and with General 
Grant in the Army of the Potomac. He came to Omaha 
in, 1866 on the staff of P. St. George Cooke, and resigned 
December 31, 1870, when he went to Ohio and engaged in 
business. In 1874 he returned to Omaha and established 
an extensive hardware house. He is a popular member of 
the Board of Trade, and was a member of the School 
Board from 1878 to 18?». In 1880, the Hon. W. T. 
Broatch was elected to the State Legislature, and in 1887 
was chosen mayor of Omaha. Mr. Patterson is an exten- 
sive owner of real estate in the city and its vicinity, while 
he also conducts a large real estate and loan business. 
Mr. Robinson, the practical manager, has had extensive 
acquaintance with building and loan associations in various 

{>arts of the country, and in connection with some of the 
argest companies, and is considered one of the ablest 
exponents in this line of business. 



MORRIS YOST, THE LEADING JEWELER. 

Unless it is a rival no one disputes the fact that the 
leading jewelry store in South Omaha is conducted by Mr. 
Morris Yost, at 2601 J^ N street. Mr. Yost, although a 
young man, is no novice at the business by any means. 
He has been connected with the art of watch making and 
the jewelry business for the last twenty- seven years. It is 
no wonder then that when he secured the building at the 
above number and announced in April, 1891, that he was 
open for business, that he got it. His success has been 
wonderful and it is of the kind that is lasting. His store is 
small being Only 8x40 feet in size, yet therein he carries a 
large line of goods. He has some beautiful clocks, orna- 
ments of which the owner of any home might well be 
proud. Watches of all the best American and imported 
makes, to say nothing of bronzes, specs, eye-glasses, etc. 
Mr Yost employs two skilled assistants. He makes a 
specialty of clock and watch repairing. He also does a 
fine line of engraving. There is nothing the matter with 



his prices; they are always right, and just as low as is con- 
sistent with gcKxl workmanship. He is a prompt workman 
and that is another of his good points that has helped to 
bring him success. He is popular in South Omaha, among 
both the business men ana his customers. Mr. Yost was 
born in Germany and came to Omaha four years ago. 



F. K. DARLING. 

In the real estate and investment business of Omaha, 
none are better or more favorably known than Mr. F. K. 
Darling, who has been engaged in this line of business 
eight years, and has met with most flattering success. 
He occupies a splendid office at 43 Barker Block, Fif- 
teenth and Farnam streets. Mr. Darling handles all 
kinds of real estate, city, suburban and farm prop- 
erty. He negotiates loans on approved hrst mort- 
gage security at lowest rates, pays taxes, collects rents, 
and places insurance. He has a fine list of exchanges, and 
is able to negotiate satisfactory trades for his clients at 
short notice. He handles large amounts of capital for 
investors, and by his excellent connections is able to secure 
loans at excellent rates. He is agent for the offices of 
the elegant Barker Block, and is a prominent member of 
the Real Estate Exchange. Mr. Darling is well known in 
Omaha, having formerly been in the offices of the Union 
Pacific Railroad. He is a native of Baltimore, Md., and 
during his fifteen years' residence in this city has become 
one of our most stable and responsible business men. 



NEW ENGLAND MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY. 

One of the leading among the solid, reliable life insur- 
ance companies of the world is the New England Mutual, 
which has enjoyed a career of uninterrupted prosperity 
since 1848. The headquarters of the company is at Boston, 
and branches are maintained in all the leading commercial 
centers. The branch office in this city is Nos. 828 to 829 
Chamber of Commerce Building, at the corner of Sixteenth 
and Farnam streets. The office has been established three 
and a half years, under the immediate direction and man- 
agement of Mr. W. J, Fischer, a gentleman of long practi- 
cal experience, and well posted in every detail of the 
business. The Forty-Eighth Report— annual— given to 
the public January 25, shows th& finances of the company 
to be in a most gratifying condition. The total assets of 
the company, which are safely invested, amount to 
$22,018,826.95, while their liabilities, consisting mainly of 
the present value of their outstanding policies, amounting 
to $87,000,000. are $19,882,000. leaving a surplus over 
all liabilities of $2,185,841.78. One of the features of 
their contracts, which is very creditable to the company, 
is that they make an annual distribution of their surplus to 
the policy holders, instead of compelling them to allow 
their dividends to accumulate for ten, fifteen, or twenty 
years, as is so common a feature with life policies of the 
present day. Another strong point is the cash and paid-ap 
values endorsed on each policy issued by the company, 
which are made compulsory by the Massachusetts law. 
which is conceded by all to be the most equitable for pol- 
icy holders yet enacted by any state. From its very in- 
ception the bhsiness of the company has increased with 
each succeeding year, until to-day it occupies a foremost 
position among the most substantial life companies, and 
has secured the entire confidence of the public by its 
equitable and prompt methods of paying claims. Mr. 
Fischer, the manager, is a native of Illinois, and prior to 
his connection with this company was with the North- 
western Mutual Life Insurance Company, of Milwaukee, 
and located at Galesburg. Fie is a courteous, pleasant 
gentleman, widely known in all circles, and merits the 
high esteem in which he is held as a business man and 
citizen. 
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J. L. WELSHANS A CO. 
/ 
The business of Messrs. J. L^ Welshans & Co., sanitary 
plumbers and contractors for steam and hot water heat- 
ing, whose office and store are located at 1416 and 1418 
Harvey street, was established twelve years ago by 
Messrs. Welshans & McEwan, who were succeeded 
by Welshans, Pratt & Co. and J. L. Welshans. In 
December. 1891, the present firm was organized, the 
co-partners being Messrs. J. L. Welshans and }. H. 
Dudley. They occupy a spacious ground floor, 30x80 
feet in area, where they always keep a large and 
choice stock of plumbers', steam and gas-fitters' sup- 
plies, and all kinds of sanitary specialties, also boilers, etc., 
which are offered at lowest prices, and everythmg in the 
way of plumbing, gas-fitting, steam and hot water heating is 
done. Contracts are entered into and the complete fitting 
up of all kinds of buildings is satisfactorily executed at ex- 
tremely low figures. They employ constantly from twelve 
to twenty first-class workmen, and their trade is steadily 
increasing. Mr. Welshans was born in Illinois, while Mr. 
Dudley is a native of Lewiston, Maine. They are widely 
known for their mechanical skill, promptness and integrity, 
and those employing them will secure the greatest satisfac- 
tion in the thoroughly good manner in which all work will 
be accomplished, as is well borne out by the numerous first- 
class testimonials they hold from the leading business 
houses and citizens of Omaha. Mr. Welshans is a popular 
member of the Omaha Board of Trade, and Mr. Dudley 
was formerly superintendent and plumbing engineer of the 
government department, Lincoln, Neb. Mr. Dudley is 
likewise a prominent Freemason, and is also connected with 
several benevolent societies in the city. They are promi- 
nent members of the Builders' Exchange, and of the 
Manufacturers' and Consumers' Association. 



CHASE & EDDY. 

Among the most prominent of the active, progressive young 
business men in this thriving community are Messrs. Clem- 
ent Chase and Geo. B. Eddy. They have been associated 
and established under the name and style of Chase & Eddy 
for a period of six years as booksellers and stationers. 
The handsome store occupied at 113 South Sixteenth street 
has dimensions of 22x60 feet and is especially adapted for 
all purposes of the business. The stock embraces a full 
assortment of books of every kind in plain, fancy and orna- 
mental bindings and includes works upon all subjects; also 
the current literature of the day, magazines, periodicals, 
etc. A specialty is made of bibles, prayer books, hymnals 
and fine presentation volumes artistically gotten up in 
modern style. Albums, souvenir books, booklets, juve- 
niles are also a feature of the stock. In the line of station- 
ery the firm handle paper, envelopes, also office stationery, 
typewriter supplies, blank books, memorandum pads, legal 
blanks, pens, inks, mucilage, erasers and everything requisite 
in a well conducted office. Fine leather goods, pocket books, 
card cases, novelties and odd things belonging to the busi- 
ness, playing cards, games, etc.. are displayed in profusion. 
Cards and menus are engraved in the highest style of the- 
art. AH kinds of job printing is also executed, a specialty 
being made of commercial work. French books are kept 
in stock. Messrs. Chase & Eddy are vQry moderate in 
their prices and ever solicitous to please all favoring their 
house with patronage. 



BENAWA <& CO. 

Among those most active in conducting real estate opera- 
tions and placing fire insurance is the firm of Benawa & 
Co., whose neatly fitted up office is in the basement of the 
McCague Building No 108 North Fifteenth street. It was 
established by Mr. John L. McCague, and a year later he 



was joined by his brother Mr. Wm. L. McCague. In 1883, 
the present firm composed of Mr. G. S. Benawa and Mr. 
T. L. McCague was formed. They do a general real estate 
business, making a specialty of renting city and suburban 
residences, and insure all kinds of property against fire in 
any of the strong substantial companies. They are the 
regular authoriz^ agents for the Union Fire Insurance 
Company of Philadelphia, and the United States Insurance 
Company of New York. Mr. Benawa is from Canada, and 
came to Omaha seven years ago. Mr. }. L. McCague is 
one of fhe pioneers of this city and a large property 
owner. Mr. McCague was bom in Cairo, Egypt, his 
father being one of the first missionaries sent to that his- 
, toric country. Returning to the United States, the family 
settled in the State of Iowa in 1861, and five years after 
removed to Nebraska when young McCague was eleven 
years old. and took up their residence in Nebraska City. 
When he was thirteen years of age, he received employ- 
ment in the grocery house of L. V. Moore where he re- 
mained but a short time and entered the service of the old 
transfer company which transported passengers and 
freight across the Missouri River. Young McCague was 
industrious and thrifty, and by patient endeavor and fru- 
gality he accumulated a little money which he invested in 
1869 in Omaha real estate, and which was the foundation 
of his present prosperity. In 1875 he accepted a c'*irkship 
in the Union Pacific railroad office under Mr. P. P. Sheely, 
and two years later was promoted and transferred to the 
office of Mr. J. W. Garnett, general auditor of ttie com- 
pany. Here he remained until 1880 when he embarked in 
business on his own account as a realty operator, and 
soon after in the banking business. He is the leading 
financier in this section, and his bank of which he is presi- 
dent is one of the strongest in the West. 



INDUSTRIAL IRON WORKS. 

The Industrial Iron Works, established January 1, 1892^ 
and centrally located at 714 South Fourteenth street, have 
won for themselves an enviable reputation as to the superior 
character of the work turned out. They occupy a sub- 
stantial two-story brick building, 40x80 feet in area and 
offering exceptional facilities for the prosecution of the 
business. They have the benefit of th^ latest and most im- 
provedpatterns of machinery, a twenty-five horsepower boiler 
and engine supplying the power, and are enabled to accept 
and execute any contracts offered them to the entire satis- 
faction of their patrons. The manufacturing and repairing 
of all kinds of machinery is the main feature of the business, 
special attention being given to engines, elevators, printing 
presses, hangers, shafting and couplings, and it is the only 
shop in the city having a pattern and model making shop 
connected with it. They also suppfy all kind of castings. 
The officers of the company, Joseph S. Davis, president; 
P. Melchiors, superintendent, and R. Sanderson, secre- 
tary and treasurer, are thoroughly practical and experienced 
in every branch and detail of the business and are perfectly 
familiar with the wants and demands of the trade. They 
have made it a rule to employ only first-class skilled labor 
and turn out the very best of work. Supported by sufficient 
capital, supplied with all possible facilities for manufactur- 
ing and repairing purposes and guided by the best business 
principles to make the superiority of the work the first con- 
sideration in their transactions, they will soon gain the 
confidence and patronage of those needing their services. 
Mr. Joseph S. Davis was born in Pennsylvania, but came 
here at an early age and has grown up with the city. Mr. 
P. Melchiors is a native of Germany and has resided in 
Omaha the last twelve years, while Mr. R. Sanderson came 
from England about six years ago. They are all identified 
with the interests of the city, are able, enterprising and 
public spirited citizens and enjoy the full esteem of their 
numerous friends and patrons. The telephone number of 
the works is 1449. 
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COLLINS <& MORRISON. 

The oldest established and most reliable house in 
Omaha, extensively engaged in the wholesale leather and 
saddlery hardware trade, is that of Messrs. Collins & 
Morrison, 1816 Douglas street. This prosperous business 
was established twenty-nine years ago by Messrs. G. H. 
and J. S. Collins, who conducted it till 1890 when the pres- 
ent firm succeeded to the management. The co-partners, 
Messrs. John S. Collins and John Morrison are thoroughly 
practical and expert harness manufacturers. They occupy 
a spacious three-story and basement brick building 80xl2iO 
feet in area, and display a choice, extensive and valuable 
stock of all kinds of single and double driving harness, stock 



stories high, 76x142 feet in area, contains about fifty 
rooms, all of which are handsomely and tastefully fur- 
nished in modern style. On the first floor is located a sum- 
mer garden, the dining-room, cafe, bar and cigar stand. 
The summer garden which is one of the attractions of this 
popular establishment is 50x132 feet in dimensions, artis- 
tically arranged, handsomely ornamented and well pro- 
vided with trees and shrubbery, making it a cozy retreat. 
An orchestrian that cost $5,000 in Baden where it was 
manufactured, enlivens the garden with popular music. 
Adjoining the bar-room and opening into the summer gar- 
den is an apartment frescoed and finished in green and 
ecru, and here is located another orchestrian that cost 
$6,000. The establishment taken altogether is the finest 
and best fitted up resort of the kind in Omaha. Mr. Wirth 
keeps on sale only the choicest wines and liquors, and 
everything dispensed is the best to be obtained in the city, 
while the prices are unusually reasonable. Mr. Wirth is a 
courteous, genial gentleman, popular with his patrons, and 
is held in high esteem as a business man and useful citizen. 
He has just ordered from Europe another orchestrian to 
cost $6,000. Mr. Wirth is a veteran of the war and served 
in the Second Missouri Infantry. He is a member of the 
G. A. R. and commander of Custer Post No. 7. He is 
also a prominent member of the Turner and other German 
Vereins, and a liberal public spirited citizen. The rates 
of the City Hotel. American plan, are $1 dnd $1.50 per 
day. by the week $5 and $6; European plan, 50 cento per 
day, meals 25 cents each. 



saddles, side saddles, bridles, halters, whips, blankets, robes, 
saddlery hardware and a full line of superior horse furnishing 
goods. They manufacture saddles and harness to order, 
and employ eighteen mechanics. The trade extends through- 
out the Western States and likewise from the Lakes to 
Texas. The firm also export to Central and South America, 
but principally to British Possessions. In quality the firm's 
goods are unrivalled, and the demand for them is increas- 
ing. Mr. Collins' and General Grant's father were the 
pioneers in this line in Galena. III., where Mr. J. S. Col- 
lins was connected with his father in business for eight 
years. They started business in the same block they now 
occupy. Mr. Morrison was formerly a resident of Wyom- 
ing, where for many years he was associated with Mr. Col- 
lins and in full charge of the saddlery trade in Cheyenne. 
Wyo. Mr. Collins, who is a native of Galena, III., is a large 
stockholder and one of the incorporators of the Nebraska 
National Bank, the Equitable Trust Company, the Omaha 
Fire Insurance Company, and other financial corporations. 
Both partners are highly respected in trade circles. Their 
active and rapidly growing business is well handled and is 
growing in popularity throughout the territory where their 
business extends. 



FRED WIRTH'S CITY HOTEL. 

Mr. Fred. Wirth 's City Hotel is one of the most popular 
in Omaha, and is well patronized by citizens and the trav- 
eling public. Mr. Wirth who was born in Germany came 
to the United States about forty years ago, and in 1869 
took up his permanent residence in this city In 191U he 
built the building now occupied which is situated at the 
corner of Tenth and Harney streets, fitted it up in fine 
style, and has since been conducting it as a hotel on both 
the American and European plan. The building is two-. 



STAPLETON LAND COMPANY. 

One of the most prominent incorporations of Omaha is 
that known as the Stapleton Land Company, which was in- 
corporated in 1891. The capital of the company is $100,- 
000, and its affairs are under the control of gentlemen who 
have had long experience in the handling of real estate and 
investments, and who are of the highest social financial 
and business standing. The company purchases, rents, 
sells and conveys real estate. They also erect and repair 
buildings for clients. A very large business is done in ne- 
gotiating loans on real estate. Mortgages, stocks, bonds 
and other securities are bought and sold and money is 
loaned. A specialty is made of handling ranches, improved 
farms, subdivisions, lots. etc. The business extends 
throughout Nebraska, Kansas. Colorado and South Dakota, 
with headquarters at Rooms 436 and 438 Bee Building. The 
president of the company is Mr. D. C. Stapleton, a native 
of Illinois, who has resided in Nebraska for a number of 
years. The vice-president is Mr. J. G. Berryhill, a well- 
known and highly respected citizen of Des Moines. Iowa, 
while the secretary-treasurer is Mr. C. W. Anderson, who 
was born in Quebec. Canada, and has been a resident of 
this city for six years. The management is in the hands 
of a board of directors composed of the officers of the com- 
pany, Hon. G. L. Laws, ex-congressman and secretary of 
state, and Mr. A. E. Swisher, president of the Citizens 
Savings and Trust Company, of Iowa City. Iowa. This 
company is a representative institution, does an extensive 
business, and is a credit to the commercial, financial and 
other interests of this city. Farm catalogues and ihaps 
can be had on application to the company. These cata- 
logues contain a description of the most advantageous bar- 
gains in farm lands in the above mentioned states We 
commend all intending to purchase to send for this list 
and map. for they can rest assured that in dealing with 
the Stapleton Land Company, all transactions will be 
conducted in a strictly equitable basis, and the utmost 
confidence can be placed in all representations made 
by its officers. There is no corporation to-day in the 
West that enjoys a higher reputation for the soundness 
of its business methods or the strict integrity which 
marks all its transactions. 
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BILLOW & DOUP. 

As illustrating the general character of the trade in mat- 
tresses, beds and bedding in this city we may mention the 
very excellent house of Billow & Doup, located at the cor- 
ner Fourteenth and Davenport streets. Messrs. N. K. 
Billow and L. G. Doup, the copartners, have had an ex- 
tended experience and conduct large operations as man- 
ufacturers of hair mattresses, excelsior, etc. , and also pil- 
lows, bedding, cots and cribs, woven wire mattresses, can- 
vas and upholstered cots, spring beds, and deal extensively 
in feathers and mattressmakers' supplies. The premises 
utilized are the first floor of the building having an area of 
70x180 feet, power being supplied with a six-horse power 
electric motor. The trade of the house is wholesale in charac- 
ter, and orders are filled from>all parts of Nebraska, Iowa, 
Kansas. Wyoming and South Dakota Upwards of twenty 
operatives are employed and the various articles manufac- 
tured are superior in every respect. The trade is steadily 
growing and business is active and brisk. Messrs. Bil- 
low & Doup are natives of Springfield, Ohio. They came 
west in 1884 and commenced business operations in Wichita, 
Kansas, where they built up a good business, removing to 
this city in 1891. They are men of energy and enterprise 
and have succeeded simply by sheer merit. They can always 
ofifer the best inducements to the trade and fully guarantee 
all theis goods to be as represented. 
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J. J. KESSING. 

Among the many drug stores of Omaha it would be hard 
to find one better stocked, more elegantly furnished or bet- 
ter situated than that of Mr. J. ]. Kessing. In September, 
1891, Mr. Kessing selected the site at the corner of Vinton 
and Elm streets and there established a business that has 
grown with a rapidity that has been equaled by but few of 
Omaha's establishments. He has a room 20x70 in which 
are kept at all times drugs, the purity of which cannot be 
questioned, medicines, cigars that the most aristocratic 
smoker in the land might envy ; stationery, brushes, combs, 
soap, perfumery, surgical appliances and pharmaceuticals 
in general. During the short time Mr. Kessing has been 
in business in Omaha he has gained a reputation for fair 
and honest dealing and has the confidence and respect of 
the entire community. Mr. Kessing is a native of the State 
of Iowa. 



JOSEPH R. LEHMER. 

One of the most active among the enterprising business 
men in Omaha is Mr. Joseph R. Lehmer, who for the past 
few years has been handling and dealing in railway supplies. 
He occupies a handsome suite of offices Nos. 408. 404, 400 
in the Merchants' National Bank Building, corner Thir- 
teenth and Famam streets, and has developed a heavy 
trade and influential connection throughout the West. He 
represents the Wier Frog Company of Cincinnati; Tudor 
Iron Works, St. Louis; Belleville Steel Company. Star 
Head-Light Company. New York; National Lock Washer 
Company, Newark, N. J.; Cincinnati Corrugating Com- 
pany of Piqua, Ohio; the Detroit Steel and Spring Com- 
pany, the N. & G. Taylor Company of Philadelphia; Rail- 
way Speed Recorder Company, More, Jones & Co. , John 
A. Roeblings Sons Company, George F. Kimball Glass 
Company, and the Argillo Works of Carbon Cliff, 111. He 
carriers an extensive stock in warehouses at Ninth and 
Jones streets, and supplies a demand from the Mississippi 
river to the Pacific slope. Mr. Lehmer was born in Pitts- 
burg and has resided in Omaha thirty-two years. He is a 
progressive, live, active business man, widely known and 
popular. He was formerly purchasing agent for the Union 
Pacific railroad for a period of sixteen years. Communica- 
tions receive immediate attention, and calls by telephone 
1168 are promptly responded to. 



N. P. ECKSTROM. 

Among the well patronized and able merchants of 
this city, none are more highly respected than Mr. N. P. 
Eckstrom. who has been established in Omaha about one and 
one-half years. Mr. Eckstrom was formerly a custom 
cutter in St. Paul, Minn. Since locating here he has 
acquired the patronage of our leading merchants and busi- 
ness men. He occupies splendid quarters in room 81 
Barker Block, where he carries a fine line of imported 
worsteds, serges, cloths, t^assimeres, woolens, tweeds^ 
cheviots, and all kind of suitings. He employs a number 
of skilled hands and being thoroughly practical himself is 
able to produce the highest order of work. He does custon^ 
work only, making a specialty of uniforms and fine military 
costumes. Mr. Eckstrom is a native of Sweden and has 
resided in this country twenty-two years. 



S. R. NIELDS. 

The demand for property of any class was never so great iix 
Omaha as at the present time. The service of an experi- 
enced, conservative and just minded real estate agent is ol 
paramount importance to the many who are seeking in our 
local real estate market a profitable and legitimate invest- 
ment, and in this respect Mr. S. R. Nields of room 202^ 
Sheeley Building, corner Fifteenth and Howard streets, fully 
justifies all expectations. This gentleman was born and 
raised in Chester County, Pennsylvania, and has been 
identified in an active way with the business interests ot 
Omaha for some years, the last two of which have beeni 
spent in this pursuit. No one is more thorqpghly familiar 
with the values and fluctuations of Omaha property than 
he. The business of his office is of a general character, and 
in the comparatively short period of its existence has 
reached gratifying proportions. Loans are negotiated, 
property bought and sold, taxes are paid and property is 
cared for for non-r«sident owners. The principal feature of 
the business, however, is buying and selling farm lands 
throughout the state. Mr. Nields has on his books some of 
the finest farm lands in this region. All corrresp>ondence 
on the subject is given prompt and careful attention. 



JOHNSON BROTHERS. 

Business men and all others interested in handling 
goods of every description and heavy commidities will 
know the value of thoroughly organized companies cap* 
able of performing promptly all work of this kind. It was 
for this purpose that the firm of Johnson Brothers was 
established six years ago. They make a special business of 
all kinds of heavy and light hauling and teaming, handling 
and transferring merchandise, machinery, boilers, building 
safes and also the removal of furniture, pianos, and house- 
hold goods, which are carefully stored in a building pre- 
pared expressly for the purpose. Furniture is also packed 
for shipping and goods of every description forwarded to 
destination by any of the railroad routes centering in the 
city and by the river. Upwards of fifty strong horses and 
substantial trucks, vans and delivery wagons are owned by 
the firm and trusty men are employed, ^specialty is made 
of moving baggage to and from depots and steamboat- 
landings. The stables of the firm are at Twenty-fourth 
and Franklin streets. Messrs J. A and R R. Johnson are 
natives of Bloomington, III . where they reside. Mr. E. J. 
Johnson is also a native of Bloomington. but resides in this 
city. Mr. B. Boyd is from Ohio. He has been in Omaha 
many years and August 1. 1891, became a member of the 
firm. Messrs. J. A. Johnson and Mr. Boyd are ^active 
business men and promptly attend to orders by mail, or tele- 
phone call 1052. Besides the above business the fimt 
supply a heavy demand from the city and surrounding sec- 
tions with hard and soft coal of the best grades, and at 
Eighth and Leavenworth streets occupy a spacious coal 
yard. 
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CHICAGO LUMBER COMPANY. 

In the wholesale lumber trade Omaha has won a most 
enviable reputation, and in this branch of trade permanently 
maintains the supremacy. This is largely due to the pro- 
gressive methods of the widely and favorably known Chi- 
cago Lumber Company, which was established in 1876. 
The proprietors, Mr. F. Colpetzer and Mr. C. H. Guion, 
both bring to bear the widest range of practical experience. 
The company does a very heavy trade. The yards and 
sheds cover an area of two squares on South Fourteenth 
street, and have a storage capactiy of upwards of 6.000,000 
feet of lumber. White and yellow pine lumber of the 
highest grades are the specialty here, and the largest orders 
can be promptly filled. On the premises is a large five- 
story brick building with an area of 24,000 square 
ieet. The company's sales locally are enormous, 
^hile it ships all over the West and Northwest, pene- 
trating into Montana. Wyoming and Idaho. Mr. F. 
Colpetzer, the manager of the concern, is a native 
of Ohio and removed from Kansas to Nebraska in 1872. 
He has done much to build up the flourishing lumber trade 
of this section, and is a p>opular, public spirited citizen, 
and is a member of the Board of Trade. Mr. Guion is a 
native of Cincinnati, Ohio, and is possessed of twenty- 
three years of practical experience in the lumber trade. 



NEW YORK LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY. 

Prominent among the life insurance companies in the 
XJnited States is the fapious New York Life Insurance 
Company, which was incorporated by special act of the 
legislature of New York in 1845. The Northwestern 
Branch, located at Omaha, was opened in 1872 and is at 
present under the able and energetic management of Dr. 
Oeo. L. Miller, who has had charge for the past five years. 
Here they occupy eight spacious and well equipped rooms 
in their own building, which is the finest office structure in 
Omaha and which cost over $1,000,000. The New York 
I^ife is the strongest mutual life instrance company in the 
vrorld. and also the most reliable and best managed. It is 
the only large company that can legally by charter write 
a trust policy and the only company that writes a trust 
policy at all where the whole corporation is a trustee. As 
shown by the official figures fresh from the insurance com- 
mission of the state of New York, 1892, after a complete 
and severe investigation of the company's affairs, its cash 
assets now amount to $125.947,290 81, liabilities to 
9110,806.287.50 and iU cash surplus to $15,141,028.31. 
Every policy written by the New York Life is simple, 
concise and extremely liberal in its nature. All policies 
are payable immediately upon receipt of satisfactory proofs 
of death. Dr. Miller, the general Northwestern manager, 
is highly esteemed by thcj community for his executive 
ability and sterling integrity. The following gentlemen are 
the executive officers, viz: John A. McCall, president: 
Henry Tuck, first vice-president; A. H. Walsh, second 
vice-president; Geo. W. Perkins, third vice-president; 
jR, W. Weeks, actuary, H. S. Ford, cashier, Omaha. 



R. T. DAVIS MILL COMPANY. 

The leading representative of the milling interests of the 
West is the famous R. T. Davis Mill Company, with 
headquarters in St. Joseph, Mo., where it owns and oper- 
ates the finest full roller process mill in the country. This 
important industry was founded in 1867 by Messrs. R T. 
Davis & Co. In 1882, the concern was duly reorganized 
as a joint stock company, and the mill was enlarged and 
lully equipped with the most improved roller process sys- 
tem, having a daily capacity of 1,000 barrels. Mr. R. T. 
Davis became the president, with Mr. R. M. Davis as sec- 
retary, both gentlemen bringing to bear special quaUfica- 
tions as able and experienced master millers. The growing 
demand for the company's brands of Hour in this section, 



led to the opening here of a branch house in 1890. Mr. 
W. H. Whimple is the resident manager. He occupies 
centrally located premises 40x120 in dimensions, and 
where is carried an immense stock of flour. The R. T. 
Davis Mill Company command the best class of trade 
everywhere. Among the brands manufactured we may 
mention "Royal, No. 10," '• No. 1 Cream Patent," "Blue 
D." "Red F," "Lion," "Hawkeye," "Golden Gate." 
The company also has branch houses in Des Moipes and 
Ottumwa. Iowa, while it ships all over the United States 
and Canada. From this point, Mr. Whimple covers the 
important trade in Eastern Nebraska and Western Iowa, etc. 



KENNARD GLASS AND PAINT COMPANY. 

One of the growing and important industries of Omaha 
and the West is that of the Kennard Glass and Paint Com- 
pany, importers, jobbers and retailers of plate glass, win- 
dow glass and painters' supplies, etc.. located at 1408 to 
1412 Harney street. The business of this concern has 
been in existence since 1886. when it was inaugurated 
under the firm and style of Kennard & Power. In 1887, 
the style of the concern was changed to its present one of 
Kennard Glass and Paint Company, the proprietors con- 
sisting of Mr. L. J. Kennard, the original founder of the 
enterprise, and of his son. Mr. F. B. Kennard. The busi- 
ness was first located at 116 North Sixteenth street, and 
was removed to its present quarters on Harney street in 
1889. The premises here are capacious, admirably ar- 
ranged, and were erected especially for the requirements 
of the business. In the rear part of the building is a 
stained glass factory and glass beveling works, which the 
firm operate in conjunction with their jobbing trade. 
This is the only establishment of its kind west of Chicago, 
and gives constant employment to fifteen hands. The 
firm are agents for the following well-known concerns: 
the Chicago Varnish Company, Berry Brothers Varnish 
Company, Detroit, Mich., Lowe Brothers, manufacturers 
of paints and varnishes, Dayton, Ohio, etc. Of every- 
thing in the line of glass, paints and painters' supplies, 
the firm carry ait all times a very large stock, and they 
are. owing to the facilities at their command, enabled to 
quote prices to the wholesale or retail trade that cannot be 
competed with by any other establishment. The whole- 
sale trade of the firm extends from the Missouri River to 
the Rocky Mountains, and is yearly growing in volume. 
The proprietors are classed among the most useful and 
esteemed citizens of Omaha. 



LUND <& FREORICKSEN. 

One of the strongest and most reliable firms of insurance 
brokers in this city, is that known as Lund & Fredricksen, 
successors to Gustave Beneke. They do an immense busi- 
ness, and represent companies of the highest standing. 
Their office is located in the Karbach Block, Fifteenth aiKl 
Douglas streets, Room 216. This business was established 
three years ago by Mr. Gustave Beneke, whose interests 
were purchased several months ago by the present firm, 
which consists of Mr. ]. P. Lund and U. Fredricksen, gentle- 
men of wide business experience and the highest commer- 
cial standing and ability. Both are well known in Omaha. 
Mr. Lund was formerly manager of the Fidelity Life In- 
surance Company of Philadelphia, and is at present treas- 
urer of the Omaha branch of this company. He was born 
in Germany, and has resided twenty-six years in the United 
States, eleven of which have been spent in Omaha. Mr. 
Lund is a prominent member of the K. of P. and A O. U. 
W. Mr. Fredricksen is also of German birth, and was 
formerly a member of the well-known dry goods firm of 
Fredricksen Brothers. He is a member of the A. O. U. W. 
This house represents the following well-known companies: 
National of Hartford. Milwaukee Mechanics, AgricuUnral 
of Watertown, NY., Rockford, Northern. Norwich, Uoioo, 
Concord and Hanover. 
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LININGER & METCALF COMPANY. 

One of the most useful and important establishments in 
Omaha is that of the Lininger & Metcalf Company, incor- 
porated eleven years ago under the laws of Nebraska, with 
a capital of $100,000 and surplus now of more than 
$250,000, and devoted to the trade in agricultural imple- 
ments of all kinds, also wagons, carriages, buggies and 
harness. Under the able management of its present execu- 
tive, composed of Mr. G. W. Lininger as president. Mr. 
J. M. Metcalf as vice-president. Mr. H. P. Devalon as 
treasurer and Mr. F. L. Haller as secretary, the trade has 
grown to very large proportions, and now covers the states 
of Nebraska and Iowa. The premises utilized for business 
purposes consist of a series of buildings at Sixth and Pacific 
streets, the larger ones being three and four stories in height, 
and covering with the grounds an area of two acres. Every 
facility is enjoyed for the handling and shipment of the 
heavy stock, as both the U. P. and B. & M. railway 
switches mn into the yards, giving facilities not enjoyed by 
any wholesale house in Omaha. All modem appliances are 
at hand for loading and unloading, a force of forty-five hands 
being constantly employed. The importance of this re- 
sponsible house to the city and its tributary country will 



ing Company, of Joliet, 111., power shellers, etc.; Messrs. 
£. Childron & Son. of East Dubuque, Hi., badger 
cultivators; Abram Ellwood, of Sycamore, 111., mowers and 
shellers; the Dain Manufacturing Company, of Carrollton, 
Mo., rakes, stackers and sweep racks; the Chicago Feed- 
Mill Company, Victor feed mills; and Prairie King seeders; 
Messrs. Osgood & Thompson, of Binghampton, N. Y., 
weighing and hay scales; C. V. Taylor, Pauntiac. Mich., 
spring wagons, I^obinson Manufacturing Company. Free- 
port. 111., spring wagons; Dolson & Sons, Charlotte Mich., 
spring wagons; J. C. Rice, of Atlanta, Iowa, four-horse 
equalizers. These names speak for themselves and show 
what a wide range is covered by the operations of this 

?;reat Omaha house. They have become the recognized 
eaders in their line, and are meeting an ever increasing 
demand In the most successful manner. This firm makes 
a specialty of the branch house system of doing business. 
In connection with their jobbing trade they have established 
retail houses in the following towns in Nebraska, all under 
their own name and directly managed from the home 
office at Omaha: Aurora, Bertrand. Crete, Fremont, 
Grand Island, Hastings, Holdrege, Humphrey, Juniata, 
Kenesan, Lexington, Merman Grove, Seward, St. Paul, 
West Point, York, Wahoo. 



be understood from a statement of the firms for whom they 
are the exclusive agents. These include Messrs. Mitchell 
and Lewis Company, of Racine, Wis., manufacturers of 
farm and spring wagons; the Thompson Carriage Company, 
of Oshkosh, Wis., spring wagons; the T. T. Haydock 
Carriage Company, of Cincinnatti, Ohio, carriages and 
buggies; the Flint Road Cart Company, Flint. Michigan, 
spring wagons and road carts; the Fostoria Bugsy Com- 
pany, of Fostoria, Ohio, fine carriages for city trade; the 
Fuller Buggy Company, of Jackson, Mich., road wagons; 
the Buffalo Buggy Company, of Buffalo, N. Y.; Messrs. 
L. & M. Woodhall. of Dayton, Ohio, buggies and vehicles; 
Messrs Tubs & Palmer, Harness Company, of Chicago, 111. , 
harness; Messrs. R. Lean & Son. of Mansfield. Ohio, all 
steel barrows; the Cutaway Harrow Company, of Hig- 
ganum. Conn., harrows, seeder attachments, revolving 
plows, etc. ; Ashurst Press Drill Company, Havana, 111; 
the Barlow Corn Planter Company, of Quincy, 111., plant- 
ers, check-rowers and drill attachments; the Brown Manu- 
facturing Company, of Zanesville. Ohio, riding and walk- 
ing cultivators: Belle City Manufacturing Company, 
Racine. Wis., ensilage and fodder cutters, barrow carts, 
etc.; the J. I. Case Plow Works, of Racine, Wis., plows, 
sulkies, drills, listers, harrows, stack cutters, cultivators, 
etc.; the Oliver Chilled Plow Works, of South Bend, Ind., 
steel plows, both walking and riding: Messrs. Selby, Star 
A Co. , of Peoria, 111 , perfection weighers, seeders and 
corn drills; the Star Drill Company, corn drills; Messrs. 
S. Freeman & Son, of Racine, Wis., seeders and attach- 
ments; the Hocking Valley Manufacturing Company, hay- 
loaders press drills, rakes, etc.; the Joliet Manufactur- 



H. HARDY & CO. 

The representative and reliable house 
of Messrs. H. Hardy & Co., importers 
and jobbers of toys, fancy goods, etc., 
whose offices and salesrooms are centrally 
situated at 1319 Farnam street, was es- 
tablished fourteen years ago by Mr. H. 
Hardy, who is sole proprietor. He has 
built up an immense trade extending 
[ throughout the Western States to the Pa- 
I cific Coast, and imports direct from the 
most celebrated German. French. Swiss 
and English houses. The premises occu- 
pied comprise a superior three-story 
and basement building, 25x180 feet in 
area, fitted up with every convenience, 
cash railway, passenger elevator, electric 
lights, etc. The stock is one of the largest and best estab- 
lished in the West, and includes all kinds of toys, dolls, 
albums, fancy goods, pictures, art goods, lamps, crockery, 
china, vases, perfumery, cutlery, stationery, jewelry, 
clocks, children's carriages, small wares and house furnish- 
ing, goods. The business is both wholesale and retail, 
and requires the services of fifty assistants, also several 
traveling salesmen. Mr. Hardy was born in New York 
but has resided in Omaha since 1867, and is widely known 
in trade circles. A specialty is made in this house of 5, 10 
and 25 cent counter goods. 



D. H. HUSTON. 

In February. 1892. Mr. D. H. Huston, succeeded 
Messrs. Holmes & Smith in the oldest hardware house in 
South Omaha. This well appointed establishment is 
located at 2408 N street, and the building is owned and 
built by Messrs. Holmes & Smith. The first floor and 
basement are occupied by Mr. Huston for store and work- 
shop and are commodious, being 25x80 feet with an "L'* 
25 feet deep adjoining. In the basement all kinds of gut- 
tering, tinning and spouting are manufactured. The stock 
comprises a full line of stoves and ranges, also all kinds of 
gasoline stoves of the latest improvements, shelf and 
general hardware, cutlery, tools and general house furnish- 
ing goods. A specialty is made of lamps and lamp goods. 
Mr. Huston employs eight hands and has a large barn for 
storage of surplus stock and for horses. He is a ' 'Buckeye, " 
being born in Ohio. He was raised in Illinois and came to 
Omaha two years ago. 



Digitized by 



GoQgle 



T 



122 



4^/J»o1iHM^1w)Ns 



UNION STOCK YARDS COMPANY (LIMITED). 

No commercial feature of the city of Oitaaha has devel- 
oped upon a more substantial basis than that of the trade 
in live stock, and at the Union Stock Yards is now exhibited 
a concentration of capital and enterprise which is an en- 
during credit to the Gate City. The Union Stock Yards 
Company (Limited), was incorporated under the laws of 
Nebraska, with ample capital in 1884, and has been ex- 
ceedingly successful. It is under the able management of 
the following officers and directors: John A. McShane, 
president; William A. Paxton, vice-president; J. C. Sharp, 
secretary and treasurer; W. N. Babcock. general manager. 
Directors: W. A. Paxton. John A. McShane. John A. 
Creighton, A. C. Foster, Milton Rogers, E A. Cudahy. 
Isaac Waixel. B. F. Smith, M. C. Keith. The company 
owns 260 acres of land at this point, and its yards at pres- 
ent cover an area of fifty acres. The cattle pens have a 
capacity for 10,000 head, the hog pens can easily accommo- 
date 20,000 head, while the new and convenient sheep barn 
has ample room for 5,000 head. The company have also 
recently erected a substantial brick bam which has suitable 
stall accommodations for over 200 horses. The yards are 
furnished with abundance of water from the city mains, 
and the sewerage and drainage are perfect in every detail. 
All stock is taken care of by the company's employes, and 
is carefully yarded, fed and watered on arrival. It is also 
weighed so that it is not necessary for a shipper to accom- 
pany his stock to market. One charge for yardage covers 
the entire length of time the stock remains in the yards, 
whether it be a few hours or for several days. No charge, 
however, is made, unless the stock is sold. When stock is 
sold, the yard charges 25 cents per head cattle and horses. 
8 cents per head hogs, 5 cents per head sheep, and 10 cents 
per head calves. Feed charges are $1 per cwt. hay. $1 per 
bushel corn, and $1 per bushel oats. Twenty miles of 
railroad track traverse the yards, and six locomotives are 
kept in constant service day and night. The four leading 
dressed meat and packing xoncems of the United States 
have branches here, with capacities only limited by the 
amount of stock received, while shippers, speculators and 
buyers for Eastern and Western houses are always on the 
market competing with buyers for local slaughterers, conse- 
quently shippers ar6 at all times certain of a sure and ready 
sale for their stock at the highest ruling market prices. 
For stockers and feeders the Omaha market has no superior, 
its position being in the heart of the best stock raising and 
feeding country in the world. The company's horse and 
mule department has lately been placed under the control 
of Mr. Frank E. Short as manager, and it is conducted on 
a strictly commission basis. Mr. Short has had long experi- 
ence in horses, and the stock yard facilities for handling 
the noble animal are absolutely unexcelled. The com- 
pany's business is under the energetic and direct control of 
Mr. W. N. Babcock, who is widely known for the careful 
manner in which he protects the interests of shippers. 
Mr. Babcock was born in New York. He has resided in 
Omaha for the last eight years, and is a prominent Free- 
mason, while he is also connected with several other benev- 
olent associations. 



OMAHA PACKING COMPANY. 

The Omaha Packing Company was duly organized and 
incorporated in 1887, and the success achieveid has been 
largely due to the ably directed efforts of Mr. N. C. Talia- 
ferro, the popular and enterprising manager. The com- 
pany's packing house is in South Omaha, close to the Stock 
Yards, and is of extended dimensions, fully equipped with 
the latest improved facilities and appliances, and where a 
numerous force of hands are employed nnder the able 
management of Mr. T. W. Taliaferro, brother of the gen- 
eral manager, in the killing, dressing, curing and packing of 
the choicest of beef, pork, veal and mutton. The office 



and wareroom^ are centrally located at Fifteenth and Cum- 
ing streets* comprising a two-story brick building 80x00 
feet in dimensions, fitted up with a large ice room 80x86, 
holding three cars of ice, and having capacity for storing 
sixty tons of meat. All conveniences have been introduced, 
including elevated trolleys for expeditiously running the 
meat from the cars to the ice room, while there are perfect 
railroad facilities at the side of the building. The presi- 
dent of the company is Mr. P. L. Underwood, of Chicago, 
and secretary and treasurer, Mr. James Viles. Jr., also of 
Chicago, both gentlemen being prominent and well-known 
capitalists of that city. They have developed a great flour- 
ishing industry in this city, and under Mr. N. C. Talia- 
ferro's able and energetic management, the business it 
steadily enlarging with wide-spread influential connections. 
The meats are of the highest quality, dressed and packed 
in the most satisfactory manner, and quoted at prices, 
which quality considered, cannot be duplicated elsewhere. 
The leading meat markets of Omaha secure their supplies 
here, and the public prefers the meats of this company bj 
reason of their being of such excellence, tender, fresh and 
of moderate price. 



BECKER & DEGEN. 

Probably no firm on the Omaha Live Stock Exchange is 
more widely known than that of R. Becker and S. Degen, 
dealers in stockers, feeders and fat cattle. The business 
was established three years ago. The firm have a large 
.and comfortable office in Room 53 of the Exchange 
Building. Mr. George Becker is the agent for Mr. R. 
Becker. They handle no commission business, however, 
but buy and sell on their own account. They make their 
purchases from the commission firms and many times 
direct from the ranchers. No killing cattle are handled 
whatever. They keep constantly on hand from 800 to 500 
head of cattle and have them at the yards, where they can 
be inspected without delay. Their trade is with the farmers 
and stock traders of the entire West and Southwest. Prob- 
ably no men at the yards are better judges of cattle than 
they, and they are strong financially. Mr. Becker was born 
in Germany and came to thiscountry twenty-eight yearsago. 
He has been a resident of Omaha four years. Mr. Degen 
is a native of Illinois and has resided in Omaha for the past 
ten years, having been formally connected with the Rosen- 
baum Live Stock Commission Company. The firm make 
a specialty of selling feeders and stockers on time to respon- 
sible parties for the same as cash. 



BATES & COMPANY. 

Omaha is a great wholesale center for the grocery and 
produce commission trade. Prominent among the firms 
engaged in it is that of Messrs. Bates & Co., 814 and 810 
South Twelfth street. This prosperous and extensive busi- 
ness was established five years ago by Messrs. J. E. and 
C. R. Bates, under the' title of Bates & Co. Their 
premises comprise a spacious two-stoiy and basement 
building 40x100 feet in area, fitted up with every con- 
venience. Here they keep a heavy and choice stock of 
fancy and staple groceries, and make a specialty of fruits, 
produce and domestic Key West Cigars. The trade extends 
throughout Nebraska, Iowa, Kansas, Dakota, Missoari, 
Colorado and the adjacent states. Prompt attention is 
given to orders, and the prices quoted for all goods cannot 
be discounted in the city. Fifteen assistants, etc., and five 
t^ms are employed. Messrs. J. E. and C. R. Bates 
are natives of Galena, Wis., and previous to commencing 
business in Omaha resided in New York. They are popu- 
lar members of the Produce Exchange. Mr. J. E. Bates 
is also a Knight of Pythias, and is connected with other 
benevolent associations. Messrs. Bates & Co.. make lib- 
eral advances when required on consignments of first-class 
produce, and guarantee quick sales and immediate returns. 
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BEMIS OMAHA BAG COMPANY. 

Represeotative among the great industries of Omaha, is 
that of the famous " Bemis Omaha Bag Company," the 
leading concern in the United States engaged in the manu- 
facture of bags for grain, flour, etc. The headquarters of 
the company are in St. Louis, where it is known as the 
"Bemis Bros. Bag Company." Mr. }. M. Bemis being 
the president, and Mr. S. A. Bemis secretary and treas- 
urer. Both gentlemen are the recognized leading authori- 
ties in America on the manufacture of bags. To their great 
enterprise, skill and energy is due the development of this 



most important industry, with branches in Boston, Minne- 
apolis, Omaha and New Orleans. The building here in 
Omaha was erected by the company about four years ago, 
and is a substantial five-story structure 66x120 in dimen- 
sions, fully equipped with the latest improved machinery 
and appliances, and affording employment to upwards of 
ninety hands in the manufacture of cotton sacks, flour and 
grain bags, etc. The factory supplies all the leading job- 
bers and dealers throughout Nebraska. Iowa, South Da- 
kota, North Kansas, Wyoming, Montana, Utah, Arizona, 
California, etc. Quality has ever been the first considera- 
tion with the company, and its " Pappose" trade mark is 
known everywhere, from Omaha to the Pacific coast. The 
management of the Bemis Omaha Bag Company devolves 
upon Mr. M. C. Peters, who was formerly connected with the 
St. Louis house, and has been in charge here for the past 
three and a half years, and has built up a trade of great 
magnitude, bringing to bear special qualificatioi^, and 
having permanently retained the confidence and respect of 
the community ?t large. 



THE MEINBERG COMPANY. 

A leading house in Omaha dealing in pianos and organs, 
is that of The Meinberg Company. The business was 
founded in 1887 by A. Meinberg & Co. In 18»0; Mr. A. 
Meinberg succeeded to the business, and on October 12, 
1891. the present company was incorporated with ample 
capital under the laws of Nebraska. Mr. C. £. Lee is 
president, and Mr. A. Meinberg. secretary and treasurer. 
The premises occupied are commodious, and are located at 
109 North Sixteenth street. The company carry a full line 
of pianos and organs of all the distinguished manufacturers, 
making a specialty of the Weber, Wheelock, Lindeman and 
Stuyvesant pianos and the renowned Whitney organs. The 
company also do an immense business in importing and 
dealing in foreign and American music, brass, reed, violin, 
cello, guitar and all kinds of musical instruments and musi- 
cal merchandise of every description. All the latest music 



is to be had at this house as soon as published. It is the 
largest exclusive music house in the state, and is enabled to 
offer better inducements to buyers of pianos, organs and 
musical instruments than any others in the Northwest. An 
immense business is done. Mr. Lee is a native of New 
York, but has resided in Omaha some years. Mr. Mein- 
berg is also a native of New York, and came to the city 
in 1882. 



WM. LYLE DICKEY & CO. 

One of the leading representative houses in tl?e city in 
the stove and house furnishing goods trade is that of Wm. 
Lyle Dickey & Co. This house was established in 1877 by 
H. H. Bright & Co , from whom the present firm bought 
it in 1887, and added several new departments The build- 
ing occupied at HU8 Douglas street is four stories an4 base- 
ment high, has dimensions of 22x132 feet. A large stock is 
always carried, and comprises stoves of all sizes and styles 
for coal or wood, ranges, furnaces, tinware, hollow-ware 
and everything in the line of house and kitchen furnishing 
goods. A specialty is made of the celebrated Van's steel 
ranges, the Union and the Richardson & Boynton fur- 
naces. Mason & Davis wrought iron ranges. Dangler vapor 
stoves, and the North Star refrigerators. Everything sq^d 
is fully warranted as represent^ and popular prices pre- 
vail. The execution of all kinds of sheet metal work, set- 
ting furnaces and ranges, cleaning and repairing the same, 
and jobbing form a specialty. Upwards of twenty work- 
men are employed, and orders by mail or telephone, call 
627, receive immediate attention. The members of the firm 
are Wm. Lyle Dickey and J.J. Dickey, who are natives of 
La Salle County, Illinois, and have resided in Omaha 
twenty-four years; L. H. Kortz, who has also been here 
that length of time, and A. L. Williams who was born in 
Illinois and resides in Topeka, Kan. Traveling salesmen 
are maintained on the road, and an extensive wholesale 
and retail business is carried on. The quartette of copart- 
ners are practical and experienced men. Besides the goods 
mentioned above, the company makes a specialty of im- 
ported and domestic pocket and table cutlery, silver plated 
ware, water coolers, filters, the Sterling stoves and ranges, 
the Union furnaces, also step and extension ladders, paint- 
ers jacks, etc. 



JAS. MORTON (fc SON COMPANY. 

One of the largest and most important business concerns 
in this city in its line west of St. Louis, is the well-known 
hardware concern known as Jas. Morton & Son Company. 
The business of this concern was established in 1882, by 
Messrs. J. Morton & Son, and it was incorporated in March, 
1891, under the laws of Nebraska, with a capital of $60,000. 
fully $50,000 of which has been paid in. The founders of 
the business are the principal stockholders and officers, 
Mr. Jas. Morton being president, and C. W. Morton, secre- 
tary and treasurer. The business is conducted at 1511 
Dodge street, where spacious premises are occupied. 
The place is elegantly fitted up. and an immense stock 
of goods consisting of contractors' supplies, shovels, 
wheelbarrows, , scoops, bars, hoes, picks, hose, wire, 
manilla rope, ' tackle blocks, twines, butchers', carpen- 
ters', coopers', machinists', and moulders' tools, etc. 
They handle Yale and Town's fine hardware, Wm. T. 
Wood's fine ice tools, saws, etc., being sole agents for the 
same. They handle bar iron, steel bars, rat traps, cutlery, 
razors, belting, etc. Both a wholesale and retail business 
is done and is spread over Nebraska, Iowa, Wyoming, 
Idaho, Utah, Colorado. Kansas and the entire West. The 
Messrs. Morton were born in Burlington. Iowa, and have 
resided in Omaha eleven years. They have developed a fine 
trade and are business men and citizens of the highest 
character. 
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MILTON ROQERS <& SONS. 

Omaha can justly be congratulated upon the possession 
of one of the finest and largest wholesale and retail stove, 
furnace, range, mantel, grate and tile establishments in the 
state, namely, that of Messrs. Milton Rogers & Sons, whose 
offices and salesrooms are located on the corner of Four- 
teenth and Farnam streets. Mr. Milton Rogers, the enter- 
prising founder of the business, was born in lb22 in Har- 
ford County, Md., and was brought upon a farm in Colum- 
biana County, Ohio. When eighteen years old he went to 
New Lisbon, Ohio, and learned the tin and coppersmiths' 
trade. After that he lived West in Indiana. Missouri and 
Iowa. In 1850, Mr. Rogers commenced business in 
Council Blufis, Iowa, and in 1855 established a branch 
house in Omaha. He first bought a lot, 66x182 in area on 
the north side of Farnam street, between Ninth and Tenth 
streets for $150. and sold forty-four feet of it for the same 
price. In 1862, he bought the corner of his present site, 
22xld2 feet in area for 91,150, and built a one-story frame 



store building 22x60 feet in dimensions. In 1867, Mr. 
Rogers joined with the proprietors of the adjoining prop- 
erty and erected a three-story brick block extending to 
Thirteenth street. He first occupied his new store in Jan- 
uary, 1868. and eventually purchased the store adjoining, 
built and occupied by Dr. }. K. Ish. and added it to his old 
establishment. The premises thus now occupied comprise 
a spacious three-story brick building with basement, the 
dimensions of which are 44x132 feet. The entire estab- 
lishment is fully equipped with every convenience for the 
accommodation and display of the well selected, extensive 
and valuable stock carried by the firm, who keep a superior 
assortment of the most popular stoves, ranges, furnaces, 
mantels, grates, tiles, house furnishing goods, cutlery, etc. 
Only first-class goods are handled, and the wholesale trade 
of the houstf* now extends throughout Nebraska. Dakota. 
Wyoming, Utah, Idaho and all parts of the West. In 
1880. Mr. Rogers admitted his son, Thomas }., and in 
1884, another son, Warren M. Rogers into partnership, 
the firm^ing known by the title of Milton Rogers & Sons. 
The senior member of the firm was one of the original pro- 
moters of the city water works and vice-president of tha 
same from 1880 to 18S6. He is one of the original stock- 
holders of the South Omaha Stock Yards, and one of the 
original parties to the South Omaha Land Syndicate, 
in which he is still largely interested. Mr Rogers has 
always refused, though pressed hard, nominations for pub- 
lic office, and is widely known and highly esteemed by the 
community for his energy and sterling integrity. Mr. T. 
J Rogers is a native of Council Bluffs, while Mr. W. M. 
Rogers was born in Omaha. They are honorable and pro- 
gressive young business men, whose future prospects are 
of the most favorable character. The firm of Messrs. 
Milton Rogers & Sons, which employs over forty men in 
the various departments of the business, has built up an 



immense trade, and stands among the foremost commercial 
concerns in Omaha. This hpuse has the contract for the 
tiling of the floors of the handsome new City Hall Building 
as follows: The first floor in genuine English Mosaic tile, 
and the second, third and fifth floors in the regular English 
tile, the whole costing about 99.000. This will afford not 
only residents of but visitors to our city an opportunity of 
inspecting the superior character of the work executed by 
this successful firm. 



CENTRAL INVESTMENT COMPANY. 

One of the most reliable concerns interested in realty, is 
the Central Investment Company, whose office is located ^t 
Room 25, Chamber of Commerce, and which is under the 
able and experienced guidance of Mr. M. S. Lindsay as 
president and manager, and Mr. C. I. Mears as secretary 
and treasurer. The company was incorporated under the 
laws of Nebraska in 1885, with a subscribed capital of 
9250.000, of which $100,000 was paid up. This latter 
amount was increased to the full $'^50,000 in November, 
1891, and with such ample resources the company offers 
unsurpassed inducements to investors. Farms and large 
tracts of land in Nebraska. Wyoming and South Dakota 
are listed, Omaha city real estate, etc., is sold on monthly 
payments to suit the purchaser, loans on improved city 
property are effected, secured by mortgage, all kinds of 
commercial paper is discounted a^ reasonable rates, rents 
are collected and taxes paid, interest is collected and re- 
mitted free of charge, insurance is placed with reliable 
companies and the estates of non-resident owners are care- 
fully managed. Mr. Lindsay, who belongs to the law firm 
of Lindsay & Dick, is a native of Wisconsin, and has re- 
sided here for, seven years. He is a recognized authority 
upon values both present and prosjpective, and conducts 
the affairs of the concern with great ability Mr. Mears 
was also born in Wisconsin, and is a young, energetic and 
capable business man. 



HAKE db REDINQTON. 

The Omaha Union Stock Yards is an institution which 
forms an important feature in the commercial life and 
progress of the Gate City. In the management of the trade 
here many reliable and responsible firms are extensively 
engaged, and prominent among these is that of Messrs. 
Hake & Redington, live stock commission merchants, 
whose office is located in the Exchange Building. This 
prosperous business was established seven years ago by the 
Rosenbaum Live Stock Commission Company as a branch 
of Rosenbaum Bros. & Co. of Chicago. In 1890. it was 
succeeded by the present firm, the copartners being Messrs. 
J. A. Hake and L. C. Redington. who have since built up 
a liberal and influential patronage. Prompt and personal 
attention is given to all consignments of cattle, sheep and 
hogs, in respect of which immediate settlements are made 
following the sale, and when desired, liberal advances are 
made on shipments. Their facilities for the receipt and 
reshipment of stock of all kinds are perfect, and a nuinber 
of experienced cattle men are employed. Sales are wired 
as soon as made, and about fifteen car-loads of stock are 
handled daily. All communications by mail or telegraph 
are promptly answered, and patrons are requested to ship 
stock in their own names to the care of the firm. The 
trade of this firm comes from all sections of the South- 
western and Western States, and is steadily increasing. 
Messrs. Hake & Redington are natives of Ohio, the former 
being the cattle and the latter the hog salesman of the firm. 
They are widely known in trade circles for their integrity 
and promptness, and are popular members of the Live 
Stock Exchange. Messrs. Hake & Redington are repre- 
sented in Chicago by Messrs Rosenbaum Bros. & Co. , and 
the telephone call of their office is 796. 
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KILPATRICK-KOCH DRY GOODS COMPANY. 

Among the representative establishments o( the Gate 
City the casual observer must accord the leading position 
to the reliable and successful Kilpatrick-Koch Dry Goods 
Company, importers and jobbers of dry goods, notions and 
gents' furnishing goods, whose offices and salesrooms are 
located at llOl and 1105 Harney street. This company 
was incorporated several years ago under the laws of Ne- 
braska with a paid up capital of $230,000 which has since 
been increased to $300, OOO, and they have also a permanent 
suplus of $21,500, its officers being Mr. Thomas Kilpatrick, 
president; Mr. Allen Koch, vice-president; Mr. Robert 
Cowell. second vice-president and treasurer, and Mr. 
James Risk, secretary. They occupy a spacious four-story 
and basement brick building 66x183 feet in area, fully 
equipped with every convenience and facility for the 
accommodation and display of the immense, well selected 
and valuable stock. The bulk of the business of this popu- 
lar house is in the choicest imported and domestic 
fabrics and goods. They import direct from the most noted 
European houses and are always the first in Omaha 
to secure the choicest novelties, which are offered io 
patrons almost similtaneously with their appearance in 
New York, Boston, and Philadelphia. Only first-class and 
desirable goods are handled and the trade of the house 
now extends throughout all sections of the Western and 
Nor thw -.stern states to the Pacific coast. •Forty-two clerks, 
assistants, etc., and several traveling salesmen are em- 
ployed, and the sales for the past year were over $1,000,- 
000. All orders by mail or telegraph are promptly filled, 
and customers no matter in what part of the country they 
reside, may fully rely on the officers to make such selec- 
tions as the best of judgement could recommend. 



HENDRICKSEN <& VRINDERS. 

Though recently established, a successful firm dealing 
in and manufacturers of granite and marble in this section 
of Omaha, is that of Messrs. Hendricksen & Vrinders. 
whose office and showroom are located at 2807 Cuming 
street. They established this business about a year ago, 
and are thoroughly practical and expert marble workmen. 
The premises occupied are commodious, and are fully 
equipped with every convenience. Only skilled hands are em- 
ployed, and a speciality^ made of mantles, carving, vestibule 
and building work, also granite and marble monuments, me- 
morials, tablets, headstones, vaults, scroll and fancy work, 
and all kinds of cemetery work. They have designed and 
made some very imposing monuments, which are unex- 
celled for beauty and originality of design, superior and 
elaborate finish and durability. Estimates are promptly 
furnished for all kinds of building and monumental work, 
and the prices quoted in all cases are extremely moderate. 
These gentlemen were born in Denmark. Mr. Hendrick- 
sen having been here five years, and Mr. Vrinders six, and 
both are highly regarded by the community for their skill 
and integrity, and personally supervise all work intrusted 
to them. Mr. Hendricksen is a member of the " Modern 
Woodmen of America," also the "Danish Brotherhood 
Association." ' 



H C. HOBBIE. 

One of the most enterprising representatives of the 
wholesale and retail trade in tobacco, cigars and smokers' 
supplies generally in the city, is the well-known house of 
Mr. H. C. Hobbie at 1808 Farnam street. Mr. Hobbie 
commenced the business in 1890. A complete line of smok- 
ing and chewing tobaccos and smokers' articles are kept, a 
specialty being made of the box trade, and a fine busing is 
done. Mr. Hobbie has for his patrons many of the lead- 
ing business and professional men of the city. He was bom 
in Utica, N. Y. He came to Omaha almost a quarter of 



a century ago. and is very popular. In the store of Mr. 
Hobbie is the American cut rate ticket office of Mr. J. H. 
Davies, who is a member of the Omaha Ticket Brokers' 
Association, wher^ can be purchased railroad and steam- 
ship tickets to all points at reduced rates. Mr. Davies has 
a large patronage. He was born in Birmingham, Eng- 
land, thirty-six years ago, and has resided in Omaha twenty 
years. His connection with the leading railroads enable 
him to offer at all times the greatest inducements to the 
traveling public. 



PAUL PLAT2. 

There is probably no one so well known in Omaha 
among the contractors, builders and housemovers as Mn 
Paul Platz. He is from Germany originally, came to this 
country some years 9go, located in this city in 1876 and in 
1880 succeeded to the business that had been established 
by J. H. Baldwin eighteen years previously. Mr. Platz as 
a contractor and builder furnishes estimates for the con- 
struction of buildings of every description, fully guarantee- 
ing to carry the work through in the shortest possible time 
and render the best satisfaction. He makes a a^pecial busi- 
ness of moving, lowering and raising dwellings, building 
barns, etc. . and in doing this kind of work is recognized as one 
of the best practical men in the West. He has a splendid 
equipment of hydraulic jacks, chains, beams and all the 
appliances and appurtenances for executing the work, and 
during his business career has filled many contracts moving 
buildings, and raised and lowered numbers to the grade of 
streets. He has also built many edifices in this and sur- 
rounding cities and towns and is highly recommended for 
his skill and ability. Mr. Platz's office is at 516 South 
Fifteenth street, in the rear of which is a barn for the 
storage of tools. He employs from thirty to fifty experienced 
hands and is doing an active, prosperous business. He is 
popularly known in this community, possesses large hold- 
ings of real estate and is held in high esteem as a business 
man and citizen. He is a shareholder in the Phoenix Oil 
Mining Company and one of the substantial German- 
American citizens of Omaha. Estimates are cheerfully 
furnished by Mr. Platz for the constriAition of buildings, 
moving houses, etc. , and the work performed in the very 
best manner. 



McCOY & CO. 

Among the enterprising and successful printing and en- 
graving firms of this busy city, is that of McCoy & Co , 
who, although but a few years established in business, 
have secured a leading position in the foremost ranks of 
the trade. The premises occupied at 106 South Four- 
teenth street comprise a commodious floor 25x50 feet 
in area, which is equipped with several presses, and 
all the latest improved appliances and those adjuncts 
necessary for the purposes of the typographer's art. The 
firm possesses every facility for executing all branches of 
job and commercial printing in the most artistic manner, 
at the lowest prices consistent with equitable dealings. A 
specialty is made of engraving and printing wedding and 
visiting cards, and in every department the work turned 
out is for beauty of design, originality, superiority of 
workmanship and promptness, unexcelled by the products 
of all competitors. All orders receive prompt attention, 
and a large and substantial patronage, drawn from mercan- 
tile houses, societies and social organizations, has been 
already secured, and the future career of this reliable con- 
cern gives the most encouraging evidence of a long and 
prosperous one. Mr. H. McCoy, who is a native of 
Vinton, Iowa, was formerly in the employ of the Rees 
Printing Company of this city and had many years' experi- 
ence previous to embarking in tne present enterprise, and 
in all his dealings will be found liberal, punctual and up- 
right. The telephone call of the house is 984. 
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J. A. ALLENSPACH. 

Real estate, of necessity a fundamental branch of busi- 
ness in a rapidly developing city, forms the medium in 
Omaha for the safest and most profitable investment of 
money. One of the most reliable and enterprising dealers, 
who also is prepared to place loaqs upon favorable terms, 
and who discharges the duties of a notary public, is Mr. J. 
A. AUenspach, whose office is located at Room 18, Wave 
Block. The business was inaugurated in 1887, by Mr. 
AUenspach, and has steadily increased under able manage- 
ment in the most gratifying manner. On the lists here 
are to be found some of the choicest city realty in all 
sections, suitable for residence, business and manufactur- 
ing purposes, while the proprietor does not confine himself 
to these, but handles farms and lands in all parts of Ne- 
braska and Iowa. The business is that of real estate com- 
mission, and includes buying, selling and exchanging, man- 
aging estates, collecting rents, securing desirable tenants, 
and every other department of this important line. Mr. 
AUenspach is a native of Switzerland, who has been a resi- 
dent of this state during the past fifteen years, and of this 
city since 1885. He was formerly manager of the Grand 
Central Hotel for the Union Pacific Railway Company at 
Sydney^ Neb. , and is a gentlemen of great business capac- 
ity and experience. 



BEEBE (& RUNYAN FURNITURE COMPANY. 

The leading company handling furniture of all kinds in 
large lots in Omaha, is that known as the Beebe & Runyan 
Furniture Company. The business was established twenty- 
seven years ago by Mr. C. A. Beebe. and was continued so 
until twjelve years ago, when the style of C. A. Beebe & Co. 
was adopted, Mr. W. Runyan being admitted to the busi- 
ness. In 1891 th6 present company was formed and incor- 
porated nnder the Nebraska laws, with $50. 000 capital. This 
company draws its patronage from all sections of the West, 
Utah, Wyoming, Colorado, New Mexico, Iowa and Nebraska. 
They do a jobbing business in bedroom furniture, wire 
mattresses, chairs, tables, book cases, center and office 
tables, wardrobes, etc. They manufacture springs for beds 
and couches, and handle many car-loads of goods each year. 
On the corner of Thirteenth and Grace streets, a three-story 
and basement building. 112x180 feet in dimensions, is occu- 
pied for the business. Railroad tracks are in the rear, and 
every convenience is enjoyed for handling this large and 
representative business. Mr. Beebe is a native of Missouri, 
and has resided at Council Bluffs, Iowa, for many years. Mr. 
Runyan was born in Iowa, and has also resided in Council 
Bluffs for a number of years. 



GEORGE J. PAUL. 

The handling and transferring of real estate constitutes a 
branch of business of importance in the city, and among those 
identified with it is Mr. George }. Paul, who since l^has 
been conducting heavy transactions on his own account 
and for a large clientage with signal success. His offices 
are centrally located on the ground floor in the Chamber 
of Commerce Building at 16t5 Famam street. He carries 
on a general real estate business in all its branches, buying, 
selling, exchanging, leasing and lettinc; all kinds of property 
for business, residential, or purely speculative purposes, of 
which he has at all times long lists on his books. He 
makes a specialty of subdivison and acreage property 
within easy access of the central portion of the city. Lots 
of a very desirable character are offered at low figures, and 
Mr. Paul will erect dwellings upon the same at cash price 
and on long terms of payment. Loans on bonds and mort- 
gages are negotiated; attention is given to the management 
of estates for non-resident owners. Mr. Paul was born 
in Galena, III., coming to Omaha in 1874, where he has 
been connected with the real estate business since 1879. 



GAYNORE'S DANCING ACADEMIES. 

Meriting special mention in this review of Omaha's 
progress and development is Prof. J. IVJ. Gaynore, the 
representative and pioneer dancing master in this city. 
Professor Gaynore, who is an accomplished musician and 
author of numerous popular musical pieces for the ball 
room, has been permanently located in Omaha since 1879, 
and during that period he has by his ability as a teacher of 
the art of dancing and by his uniform courtesy and urbanity 
won the esteem and patronage of the most refined and 
wealthiest residents m Omaha and its suburbs. That he 
knows his business thoroughly is evidenced by the extensive 
and influential patronage he en joys, and than this no strong- 
er recommendation can be given. Professor Gaynore's 
academies are located at 1515 Dodge street. Omaha; Hunt's 
Opera House. South Omaha, and Fort Omaha. At the 
Dodge Street Academy socials are held every Thursday and 
Saturday evenings, and are always well attended. The 
professor makes a specialty of personally arrangiug the 
music to suit the varying needs of his pupils and other 
patrons. In addition to the academies already mentioned 
Professor Gaynore has academies at Plattsmouth and 
Marysville, Mo.; Nebraska City, Neb , all of which are 
very popular and liberally patronized. 



NORTHWESTEpN MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COM- 
PANY. 

In all the Northwest there is not a more prosperous or 
popular life insurance company than the well-known North- 
western Mutual Life lusurance Company of Milwaukee, 
Wis. This company which has been established since about 
1860, has had a uniform success since its inception. The 
policy of the company has always been to issue as liberal a 
policy as was consistent with safety, and to meet all claims 
promptly. The premiums for 18«1 were $10,111,607.72, 
and death claims paid $2,289,686.18, while the policies in 
force to January 1. 1892 were 118,628, amounting to $275,- 
674.758. The total amoCint insured is $86,765,946. The 
company made 668 loans in 1891, amounting to over $10,- 
284,000, and now has mortgaged real estate equal to$82,- 
465.870. No company in this country has a better record 
or a higher standing among business men, and each year 
marks an advancement. The Omaha office devoted solely 
to the loan branch of the business of the company is under 
the management of Mr. Howard Kennedy, special loan 
agent. He has splendid offices in the Chamber of Com- 
merce Building. He is a native of New York State, 
and has been a resident of Omaha since 1859, being prom- 
inent in leading financial and social circles. 



FARRELL db CO. 

The most successful and reliable concern in its line in 
Omaha, is that of Messrs. Farrell & Co., manufacturers, 
refiners and jobl>ers of syrups, molasses, jellies, preserves, 
strained honey and fruit butters, whose factory and sales- 
rooms are situated 217, 219. 221 & 228 So. Eighth street. This 
extensive business was established in 1888 by Messrs. Daniel 
Farrell, Jr. He occupies a spacious and substantial five- 
story and basement brick building 100x66 feet in dimensions. 
The factory is fully equipped with modern apparatus and 
appliances operated by steam power, and one hundred and 
twenty skilled hands are employed. Mr. Farrell produces 
largely vinegars, molasses, syrups, also jams, jellies and 
preserves, all noted for their purity, quality and great 
saleability. The trade extends throughout all sections of the 
Western States to the Pacific Coast and Alaska. This is 
the only refinery in the United States that manufactures 
its own tin cans and cases. Fourteen traveling salesmen rep- 
resent the interests of the house, and the patronage is 
steadily increasing. Mr. Farrell is a native of Galesburg, 
111., and is extremely popular with trade competitors. 
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FRANK J. LANGE 

Among the leading dealers in fine groceries is Mr. Frank 
J. Lange. In 1891 Mr. Lange bought out Messrs. Heim- 
rod & Co., who had been established in the trade for a 
period of ten years previously. He occupies a store 25x75 
feet in area and two basements which are used for storing 
stock, and carries a large and complete assortment of groceries 
of every kind, imported and domestic, of a su(>erior quality. 



He makes a specialty of fine goods and always has splendid 
teas, choice coffees, pure spices.' all the leading brands of 
canned goods, family flour, including the celebrated "Im- 
perial" manufactured at St. Paul, Minn., and for which he 
is agent; also superior sugars, syrups, cereal products, 
condiments, preserves, table luxuries, fruits of every vari- 
ety, fresh vegetables when in season, gilt edge creamery 
and dairy butter, eggs, poultry, country prepuce, sugar- 
cured hams, breakfast bacon, salt and smoked fish and 
provisions. Mr. Lange caters to all classes of customers 
and is doing a large, flourishing business, which i^ steadily 
growing each succeeding year. Three delivery teams 
owned by Mr. Lange are in coustant service and ten 
clerks are employed. Mr. Lange was born in the state of 
Wisconsin, located in Omaha in 1866, and is a gentleman 
of unquestioned integrity and probity. The telephone 
call is 108. The location of the store is very central and 
desirable. It is at 506 South Thirteenth street and the most 
popular grocery in that neighborhood. 



ANDREW ROSEWATER. 

Probably no civil engineer is more widely and favorably 
known in the trans-Missouri country than Andrew Rose- 
water, the present city engineer of Omaha. Beginning as 
rodman twenty-eight years ago. when the explorations and 
surveys were being made across the Rocky Mountains in 
search of a practicable route for a railway to the Pacific. 
Mr. Rosewater continued in that service until the railway 
was nearly completed. In 1868 he was engaged, as assist- 
ant city enf^ineer of Omaha, and shortly after was appointed 
county surveyor of Douglas County. In 1869 he was 
elected to the latter position, though not then quite of age. 
The following year Mr. Rosewater was promoted to the 
position of city engineer of Omaha, and shortly after re- 
signed the county o65ce. From that period Mr. Rosewater 
has been identified as engineer of various railways, and in 



1880 was engaged as resident engineer of the city water 
works company. A year later, he was again engaged by 
the city as its engineer, severing his connection with the 
water company. In that year the important public works 
of the city were begun, and their development and growth 
was directed by Mr. Rosewater until 1887. when ne re-, 
signed and opened an office as designing and consulting 
engineer of municipal public works. During the five years 
following his resignation. Mr. Rosewater designed and in 
many cases supervised the plans and 
construction of sewerage systems, 
water works, etc., for cities in 
nearly every section of the coun- 
try, embracing Lincoln, Nebraska 
City, Beatrice. Grand Island. Hast- 
ings, Plattsmouth in Nebraska; 
Wichita, Atchison, Lawrence and 
Ottawa, Kan.; Corsicana, Tex.; 
Joplin, Mo.; Red Oak, Iowa; Otta- 
wa, 111. In 1891^ he was engaged 
as president of a commission to 
devise plans of a subway system 
for Washington, D. C. Later on he 
was appointed and confirmed as 
city engineer of Omaha while absent 
in the East, and after consider- 
able importuning by leading citi- 
zens finally consented to resume 
charge of the public works of the 
city. Mr. Rosewater was elected a 
member of the American Society of 
Engineers nearly nine years ago, 
and has been frequently called 
in consultation with other engi- 
neers on important public works. 
The joint report of Mr. Rosewater 
and Rudolph Hering on the pub- 
lic works of Duluth were extensively 
quoted by New York engineering journals in view of the 
general formula therein on street grades and intersections. 
Mr. Rosewater has made a special study of sewerage of 
cities, and has probably drawn up plans for the sewerage 
of more cities than any engineer West of Chicago. He 
has commodious offices in Rooms 422 and 424 Bee Building. 



LAWRENCE, SWEENEY & HORN. 

The prominent and successful firm of Lawrence, 
Sweeney & Horn. Live Stock Commission Company, whose 
newly and elegantly appointed * offices are in Room 108 
Exchange Building, Union Stock Yards, handle all kinds of 
live stock, cattle, sheep and hogs, etc. , on a strictly com- 
mission basis, disposing of the largest consignments on the 
shortest notice, and at the most favorable terms, giving 
satisfaction to both buyers and sellers, and guaranteeing 
the promptest returns. They pay special attention to 
orders for stockers and feeders, to order, and make ad- 
vances on stock when so desired. Their arrangements for 
the reception and care of cattle area unsurpassed. The of- 
ficers of this company are as follows:^ Mr. T. H. Lawrence, 
president; J. S. Horn, vice-president. J. P. Cleary, treas- 
urer, and Mr. A. J. Sweeney, secretary. Mr. A. J. Sweeney 
attends to the sale of cattle. Mr. J. S. Horn looks after the 
sales of hogs and sheep, Mr. }. P. Cleary attends to the 
office duties, while Mr. Lawrence keeps a watchful eye over 
all the transactions of the firm. This concern has been es- 
tablished many years, and the officers are all prominent 
members of the Live Stock Exchange, and refer as to their 
standing, to the Union Stock Yards National Bank; the 
South Omaha National Bank. South Omaha, and the Ger- 
man National Bank. Denver, Colo. This ^house is also 
represented at Chicago. Kansas City and Denver, and all 
information is cheerfully forwarded on application. 
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SUTPHEN'S FINE CARRIAGE REPOSITORY. 

The enormous increase in the demand for carriages and 
vehicles of all grades has rendered their manufacture and 
sale a prominent and very important business in the United 
States. There are few branches of trade in which such 
a large amount of capital has been invested, and none 
other in which the^ American manufacturer has by his 
skill and ingenuity so far outstripped his foreign competi- 
tors. In this connection, we desire to make special refer- 
ence to the enterprising and reliable Omaha firm of Messrs. 
D. C. and Chas. D. Sutphen, proprietors of Sutphen's Fine 
Carriage Repository, centrally located at 2018 and 2020 
Farnam street. This extensive business was established 
in March, 1890, by Messrs. D. C. and Chas. D. Sutphen. 
who have since secured a liberal and influential patronage 
in Nebraska, Iowa. Dakota, Kansas and the adjacent states. 



They have influential connections, and represent in Omaha 
the following famous houses, viz.: Buckeye Buggy Com- 
pany of Columbus, Ohio. Tom Connelly's. Dubuque, Iowa, 
Collin's Manufacturing Company. Jackson, Mich., Over- 
man Carriage Company. Hillsboro, Ohio, Wannas, Pratt 
& Co., Kalamazoo, Mich., carriages, Richard Wooley, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, and . the Randenberg Manufacturing 
Company, Grand Rapids, Mich., harness. The premises 
occupied comprise a substantial one-story and basement 
building 44x60 feet in dimensions, fitted up with all mod- 
ern conveniences, electric lights, elevators, etc. The busi- 
ness is both wholesale and retail. Here they keep a heavy 
and choice stock of fine carriages, buggies, coupe's, surreys, 
phaetons, light wagond, etc., also all kinds of harness, 
robes, whips, etc. Only really first-class vehicles are 
handled, and the prices quoted in all cases necessarily at- 
tract prudent buyers. Mr. D. C, Sutphen has been elected 
four times alderman for the Second and Fourth Wards. 
Mr. Chas. D. Sutphen has been commissioner of apprais- 
ers for the past two years, which position he still occupies. 
Mr. D. C. Sutphen is a native of New York, but has re- 
sided in Omaha for the last thirty-six years, while Mr. C. 
D. Sutphen was born in this city. They are widely known 
for their ability, enterprise and strict integrity, and their 
future prospects in this important business are of the most 
encouraging and favorable character. It is to the credit of 
this city that commercial enterprises of such high standing 
and wide business connections as that of the Messrs. Sut- 
phen have located within its borders, for their influence 
is not merely local, but national. 



RUSSELL, PRATT <& CO. 

One of the oldest, most noted and reliable firms in 
Omaha dealing in gas and electric light fixtures is that of 
Russell. Pratt & Co., whose handsome office and 
showrooms are located at 819 to 321 South Fifteenth street. 
This business was established in 1875 by Mr. F. M. Russell, 
and in 1879 Mr. O. H. Pratt was admitted. They occupy 
a spacious ground floor and basement, each being 25x70 feet 
in area, fully stocked with a complete and choice assort- 
ment of gas fitter's supplies and the finest and handsomest 
line of electric and gas fixtures in the city; plain and fancy 
lamps, chandeliers, illuminated signs for I'estaurants. halls, 
theaters, etc. , and street lamps for gas, gasoline and kero- 
sene. Their goods are general favorites wherever intro- 
duced, and have no superiors for finish, quality of 
material, elegance and uniform excellence. The front of 

the building is 
fitted up for an 
office and is nice- 
ly furnished and 
has telephone 
connection, call 
508. Five polite 
and courteous as- 
sistants are em- 
ployed. The 
trade is large and 
rapidly increas- 
ing. Mr. F. M. 
Russell is a 
Philac'elphianby 
birth and has re- 
sided in Omaha 
since 1875. He is 
a gentleman of 
excellent b u s i- 
ness ability and 
sustains a high 
reputation i n 
commercial cir- 
cles. Mr. O. H. 
Pratt claims 
g New York as his 
birthplace and 
has been here for a period of thirteen years, where he is 
highly regarded and esteemed. 

KIRSCHT (& DURR. 
In this commercial review we desire to refer to the old 
established and reliable house of Messrs. Kirscht & Durr. 
wholesale wine and liquor dealers, whose offices and 
salesrooms are centrally located at 407 and 409 South Tenth 
street. This flourishing business was established in 1861 
by Mr. L. Kirscht. who conducted it till 1882. when Mr. £. 
Durr became a partner. They occupy a spacious ground 
floor and basement, each being 40x120 feet in area, fully 
equipped with every convenience. Here they keep a well 
selected, extensive and choice stock of wines and liquors, 
including sherries, ports, champagnes, clarets. Cognac 
brandies, gin. rum, Irish and Scotch whiskies, California 
wines and brandies, cordials and case goods. A specialty 
is made of the most noted brands of Kentucky rye and 
bourbon whiskies, which are absolutely unsurpassed for 
purity, quality and flavor. These whiskies are well suited 
for a first-class bar, drug and club trade, and are sold under a 
guarantee to give perfect satisfaction. Prompt attention is 
given to orders, and the prices quoted for all goods ave ex- 
tremely just and moderate. Messrs. Kirscht ft Durr were 
both born in Germany, but are at present thoroughly identi- 
fied with the best interests of Omaha, where they have 
made many friends owing to theit business ability and strict 
integrity. Several traveling salesmen are employed, and the 
trade of the house now extends throughout all sections of Ne- 
braska, Iowa, Kansas, Wisconsin and to the Pacific coast. 
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OMAHA STABLES. 

The Omaha stables are among the largest insti- 
tutions of that character in the city. The busi- 
ness was founded in a small way by the firm of 
Hake & Palmer, to whom succeeded J. H. Wood, 
who conducted it until October. 1891. when the 
business again reverted to the original proprietors. April 
1, 1893, Mr. Chas. J. Menter became proprietor. The 
stables are conveniently and centrally located in the very 
heart of the business community, and are within easy 
access of all the leading hotels and prominent places of the 
city. The premises occupy a substantial two-story 
brick structure, "L" shaped, fronting 44 feet on 
Howard street and 22 feet on Fourteenth. Every 
facility for prosecuting the business rapidly and 
systematically, and every appliance essential for the 
same have been provided, and first-class accommodations 
can be furnished to sixty head of horses at one time. A 
complete line of light livery rigs is stored in the repository, 
and stylish turnouts of every*class can be obtained at these 
stables at any hour of the day or night. Boarding animals 
is a principal feature, however, and these are given 
the best and most careful attention by the large corps of 
experienced hostlers and stablemen. Mr. Menter is a 
native of the State of New York and has resided in Omaha 
for the past twenty-four years. He has been identified with 
the livery interests of the city for thirteen years and was 
formerly the proprietor of the old Blue Barn on North 
Sixteenth street. For two years prior to his taking hold of 
his present enterprise, he conducted the Windsor stables. 
He is a man highly respected in the community, and is an 
active member of the Supreme Lodge, X. of H. 



GATE CITY WOOD WORKS. 

A leading house engaged in the manufacture of 
doors, frames, mouldings, etc . is that known as the Gate 
City Wood Works, of which Mr. S. Johnson is proprietor. 
Mr. Johnson began business about five years ago and has met 
with abundant success. His works are located at 1223 
North Nineteenth street. Omaha, where he occupies a large 
two-story building 86x40 feet in dimensions. This con- 
tains all the latest improvements in machinery and appli- 
ances, power being supplied by a twelve horse-power en- 
gine, and large quantities of manufactured wood work are 
turned out. From twelve to fifteen conipetent workmen 
are employed and the trade is very large. Mr. Johnson is a 
native of Denmark and has resid^ in Omaha twenty years, 
where he has the reputation of being a business man of the 
highest standing. 



W. PAUC EGLESTON. 

A prominent dealer in wall paper, window shades, etc., 
is Mr. W. Paul Egleston. whose store is located on the 
corner of Clark street and Sherman avenue. This busi- 
ness was established on North Twentieth and Burt streets 
about four years ago and removed to the present site three 
years later. He now occupies the ground floor of a hand- 
some two-story brick building 85x40 feet in dimen- 
sions. Here he keeps a superior assortment of all grades 
of artistic wall paper, including special designs for libra- 
ries, dining and drawing rooms, parlors, churches, halls, 
etc., with beautiful dados and friezes to match. House, 
sign and ornamental painting, paper-hanging and decorat- 
ing are executed and all orders receive prompt attention. 
A fine line of window shades, glass, mixed paints, varnishes, 
brushes, etc., is constantly on hand and fair and equitable 
prices prevail. Mr. Egleston's success has been won by 
sheer energy and merit. His business requires the assist- 
ance of ten skilled workmen and extends throughout the 
entire city. He is a native of New York and has resided 
in Omaha for seven years. 



A. L. DEANE <& CO. 

Of all the safeguards devised by human ingenuity for the 
protection of treasures and valuables none have proved so 
serviceable as the impregnable safes and bond vaults manu- 
factured by the Hall Safe and Lock Company, of Cincin- 
nati. Ohio. They have stood the test for years and are 
unrivalled for general excellence. ,The general agents for 
the Company in this city is the firm of A. L. Deane & Co.^ 
whose office and warehouse is at 1116 Famam street, where 
a full stock of Hall's safes and locks are kept on hand. The 
firm furnishes safes in any size or style with combinations, 
and time locks and also take contracts for vaults and bank 
work. The trade extends through all the Western and 
Southwestern states. Safes from the smallest size ta 
those for bankers and jewelers are kept in stock and orders 
are filled without delay. The safes and the vault work 
executed are warranted as represented, while prices and 
terms cannot prove otherwise than satisfactory. This 
agency was established in 1876 by Mr. A. L. Dean, the 
present firm being formed eleven years later. The prem- 
ises now occupied have been utilized since last Febuary, 
and consist of ground floor and basement each 22x100 feet 
in area, also well equipped workshop for doing repairing 
and jobbing. The manager of this reliable house is Mr. 
Robert J. Pope, a well-known young business man of, 
great push and enterprise. 

HEAFEY & HEAFEY. 

The undertaking house of Heafey & Heafey was estab- 
lished eleven years ago by J. McCarthv, and came into the 
hands of the present proprietors in 188o. The business has 
been constantly growing each year until to-day they do 
nearly all of the catholic business of the city. They are 
both graduates of Clark's School of Embalming of Chicago. 
The business is located at 218 South Fourteenth street., 
between Douglass and Famam. It is on the ground floor 
of a building 22 by 100 feet in size. The first or front 
portion is used for the display of catholic church goods, 
the second or middle portion is used as a cabinet room and 
the third portion or rear, as a trimming department. The 
basement runs the full length of the building and is used 
for storage of stock. The latter is very large and embraces 
alter goods, images and catholic books of every description. 
The firm employ six persons to look after their business. 
Both partners are natives of the state of New York and 
have been residents of Omaha for the last fifteen years. 
The branch at 821 North street. South Omaha, is also fitted 
up in a very becoming and appropriate manner, and is 
fully stocked with all essentials for prompt undertaking, 
M. J. Heafy is in charge of the branch, while P. C. Heafy 
manages the main store. 



HAMILTON BROTHERS. 

The business of this representative house, at 1517 Dodge 
street, the largest and best patronized in the, city, was 
established in 1887 by Mr. }. F. Hamilton. In 1891 he 
admitted his brother into the business, and the present firm 
was established. The retail store is 25x180 feet in dimen- 
sions. and a very large stock is carried, consisting of the 
choicest cuts of fresh beef. pork, mutton, veal and lamb» 
also oysters, fish, salt meats of all kinds, smoked meats,, 
poultry, game, canned goods, vegetables, provisions, etc. 
It is carefully selected, while prices are extremely low. The 
packing house at the corner of Third and Williams streets, 
consists of a large frame and brick building, thoroughljr 
equipped for handling the extensive business of the house. 
Fifteen hands are employed and several teams are in use. 
The patronage is large and is derived from the leading 
hotels, restaurants and citizens. The Messrs. Hamilton 
are natives of Montreal. Canada, and have resided in 
Omaha for several years, where they are regarded with the. 
highest esteem. 
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JOHN ROWE c& CO. 

In sanitary plambing, steam and gas-fitting, on which so 
' much of the health of the community depends, an active 
and practical Qxperien9e is certainly an element to attain 
success. Such an experience is that of Mr. John Rowe. 
which being combined with all neccessary facilities readily 
accounts for his popularity among builders and property 
owners. The business he is now conducting was estab- 
lished by himself, Theo. Heuck and Chas. Baxter about 
twelve years ago and continued until 1891, when he bought 
out his partners' interests and has since conducted it under 
the present name and style. Spacious, commodious 
premises are occupied, at 1517 Howard street, com- 
prising a store 25x100 feet in area and two 
adjoining basements having combined dimensions of 
50x100 feet. The workshop is perfectly equipped and a 
force of from fifteen to twenty practical skilled workmen 
kept constantly emyloyed. In the store a full assortment 
of iron and lead pipe, fittings, brass- work, chandeliers, 
brackets, etc., sanitary devices, bath-tubs, sinks and traps 
is kept in^tock. Everything in the way of plumbing, gas, 
steam, and hot water fitting and heating is executed in the 
most workmanlike manner, ventilation and drainage ar- 
ranged and defective plumbing remedied. Contracts are made 
and carried through without delay for fitting up buildings 
and dwellings for the introduction of water, gas, steam or hot 
water heat and the work done fully warranted in every re- 
spect. During Mr. Rowe's long business career in this 
city he has executed the plumbing, gas and steam-fitting 
work for many of the leading property owners and in every 
instance the best satisfaction was given. He did the steam- 
fitting for the Karbach Block, Bachelors' Quarters, the 
Sweesey Hotel the largest and most popular hostlery in the 
city, also the Mercer Hotel. Paxton Hotel, many office 
buildings and private residences. Mr. Rowe executes 
all his work on scientific principles, according to modern 
ideas, and well deserves the reputation he enjoys of being 
the leading and most reliable representitive of his business 
in Omaha. He was born in England and has resided in 
this country forty-four years. He is widely known and pop- 
ular as a business man and citizen. 



E. 8. BURT. 



A noted horse-shoer in Omaha, and one who not only 
understands the practical part of the business but is 
thoroughly conversant with the anatomy of the horse's foot, 
is Mr. £. B. Burt, (successor to Bennett & Burt), whose 
forge is located at 8 14 North Sixteenth street. Telephone 
452. This business was established eighteen years ago by 
Mr. G. A. Bennett, and in July, 1890, Mr. Burt was taken 
into partnership as Bennett & Burt, having worked for Mr. 
Bennett three years previously. In December, 1891. he 
became sole partner and has since secured the most lib- 
eral support of many of our leading citizens. He is a prac- 
tical and scientific horse-shoer. and gives his special study 
to lameness and interfering caused by imperfect shoe- 
ing. Horses are called for and delivered free of charge, 
and road and trotting horses receive his special attention, 
only hand-made shoes being used. His premises are 22x65 
feet in area and he has four fires constantly in use. Mr. 
Burt is a native of Michigan, and has been a resi- 
dent of Omaha for five years. 



WM. H. SPELMAN. 

The business of Mr. Wm. H. Spelman, sanitary engineer 
and contractor for steam and hot water heating, plumbing 
and gas fitting, at 1212 Douglas street, was established in 
1888. He occupies two commodious floors 25x75 feet in 
area, fully supplied with every convenience. Here he 
Iceeps a heavy and choice stock of lead, wrought and cast 
iron pipes, rubber hose, bath tubs, boilers, water closets, 



sinks, pumps, etc., which are offered at very low prices. 
Mr. Spelman undertakes everything in the way of plumb- 
ing, ventilating, steam and gas fitting. He employs fifty 
first-class workmen, and uses the best materials. Mr. Spel- 
man has fitted up the principal buildings in this city, as 
well as in Denver and Salt Lake City, to the entire satisfac- 
tion of patrons. His work is unrivalled for reliability, finish 
and uniform excellence. Mr. Spelman was born in Boston 
and came to Omaha in 1887. He is a popular member of the 
Builders' and Traders' Exchange, also a member of the I.O. 
O. F., Knights of Pythias and of the Master Plumber's 
Association. Mr. Spelman is sole agent in Omaha for the 
famous Bolton Heaters, manufactured by the Detroit 
Heating and Lighting Company. 



A. H. PERRIGO c& CO. 

This business was established in 1888 by Mr. A. H. 
Perrigo, and in 1890 Mr. C.-W. Dabney was admitted to 
partnership. The location occupied by the firm at 1406 
Dodge street, is very central and desirable for the business. 
The firm deal in every make of bicycle, tricycles, tandems, 
etc.. and make a speciaity of such popular wheels as 
Columbia, Victor. New Mail and the Featherstone wheels. 
The firm also have all the best-known makes of safeties, 
and keep a full and general stock of supplies, embracing 
everything for the equipment of club's. Mr. Perrigo is from 
Cleveland, Ohio, and by profession is a civil engineer. He 
has resided in the West for some years and is a chief counsul 
of Nebraska Division League of American Wheelmen. Mr. 
Dabney was born in Union City, Penn., and has also been 
in the West for some time. The firm can supply any first- 
class wheels at the very lowest prices and guarantee the 
best satisfaction. They also pay particular attention to 
repairing wheels, employing expert workmen expressly for 
the purpose. They are l)oth enterprising business men, 
and enjoy the esteem and confidence of all having dealings 
with their house. 



PENN MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY OF 
PHILADELPHIA. 

This company was incorporated in 1847 in Philadelphia, 
and has had a remarkably successful career. It stands for- 
ward as the true exponent of conservative life insurance, 
bringing safe and sure results to investors in this line. The 
Penn Mutual Life guarantees to every member or his rep- 
resentatives all that has been paid for, granting it at the 
lowest cost. The officers have had an extensive experience 
and are prominent in leading financial circles of Phila- 
delphia. The gross assets. January 1, 1898, were $18.- 
551.8^.80. and these are safely invested in city and rail- 
way bonds, stocks and first mortgages. In 1891 this com- 
pany wrote 925,591.719 new business, making the total out- 
standing insurance 9108.753.521.00. The Penn Mutual 
writes all the most approved forms of policies, their con- 
tracts being characterized by clearness and freedom from 
technicalities. In addition they have what is known as an 
"Accumulated Surplus" Policy, which affords most liberal 
advantages. The Omaha branch has been established since 
July 1, 1889, under the management of Mr. H. A. Lyman, 
who has recently taken as a partner Mr. I«J. J. Schmit. for 
some years past connected with the Union Pacific office. 
Omaha. These gentlemen handle the business for the 
State of Nebraska. They occupy commodious quarters at 
402 Bee building, the finest building West of Chicago, and 
do a very large business. Mr. Lyman is a native of New 
Jersey, who has resided in Omaha since the establishment 
of the branch here, and Mr. N. J. Schmit is a native of 
Minnesota. They are capable insurance men and gentle- 
men of high standing and ability. 
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NEBRASKA SAVINGS AND EXCHANGE BANK. 

The Nebraska Savings and Exchange Bank, whose bank- 
ing rooms are centrally located in the Chamber of Com- 
merce Boilding, was incorporated October, 1887, as the 
Nebraska Savings Bank, and eventually in 1890 was re- 
organized under the title of the ' ' Nebraska Savings and 
Exchange Bank. " It has an authorized capital of 9400,000, 
and the liability of stockholders amounts to $800,000. 
The bank solicits the accounts of merchants, banks, corpo- 
rations, manufacturers and others, and also has a well 
managed savings department. It makes collections on all 
points, issues, travelers and commercial letters of credit, 
deals in foreign exchange and United States bonds, dis- 
counts approved, commercial paper, and attends promptly 
and carefully to all kinds of legitimate banking. The 
officers and directors include some of the most prudent, 
honorable and successful men in the business community. 
They are : John Rush, president; Clfnton Orcutt, vice- 
president; Dexter L. Thomas, cashier. Directors : Samuel 
Cotner, Andrew Rosewater, Jno. H. Evans, W. A. L. Gibbon, 

ino. Rush, Alvin Saunders, N. A. Kuhn, Clintoh Orcutt, 
). Anderson, E. A. Benson, Andrew Miles, Geo. E. Barker, 
L. C. Kratz, D. L. Thomas. James Thompson. Mr. Jno. 
Rush» the president, is widely known for blis talents and 
executive ability and is ex-county treasurer. His reputa- 
tion as a financier is not only local but national. Mr. C. 
Orcutt has been vice-president since Jan. 1, 1892, and Mr. 
D. L. Thomas, the cashier, has held office since the organi- 
zation of the bank. They are careful and able bank officers, 
eminently qualified for the important trusts reposed in 
them. 



DYBALL'S PALACE OF SWEETS. 

Dyball Bros*. "Palace of Sweets" at 1518 Douglas street 
is the leading establishment in this line of trade in Omaha. 
It was opened sixteen years ago in the city of Chicago and 
removed to this city in 1890. Here they now occupy the 
ground floor and basement at the above number. The 
building is of ample dimensions. The street floor is used 
as a salesroom and for the display of their products. The 
fixtures are of an elegant aud elaborate character. Mirrors 
adorn the walls on every side. The counters are tasteful, 
and the show cases are especially adapted for the advan- 
tageous display of goods. The basement is used for manu- 
facturing purposes. Messrs. Dyball Bros, manufacture 
fine chocolates, creams, bonbons, caramels, mixtures, etc. 
In season they serve an excellent quality of soda water from 
a beautiful and costly fountain; and in all respects their 
house is well worthy of the large and fashionable patron- 
age of which it is the recipient. 



HELIN c& THOMPSON. 

The history of the tailors' art in Omaha must make 
special mention of the reliable firm of Messrs. Helin, 
Thompson & Co., whose store is centrally located at 1612 
Famam street. This business was established in 1874 by 
Mr. G. A. Linquist, who was succeeded in 1882 by G. A. 
Linquist & Co. . Mr. Jno. F. Helin being the partner. In 
1877 the firm became known as Helin & Thompson, Mr, 
Linquist retiring. They occupy a spacious store 22x110 feet 
in area, elegantly equipped with handsome plate glass front, 
electric lights, artistic counters, fittings, etc. Here they 
keep an extensive and superior assortment of imported 
woolens, suitings, overcoatings, vestings, etc. Also full lines 
of the choicest and newest men's furnishings. They make 
a specialty of the finest custom work, and the garments 
made here are perfect in style, fit. finish and artistic work- 
manship. Among their permanent customers are many of 
Omaha's best dressed citizens who find in this establishment 
not only the best goods in the country, but a place where 
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the style and trimming of a garment are matters of careful 
study. They employ twenty first-class tailors, and their 
prices are just and moderate. Messrs. Helin & Thompson 
in 1891, in connection with Mr. Geo. E. Warner, under the 
style of Helin, Thom^bn & Co., commenced a jobbing and 
wholesale trade in clothing and gents' furnishings and their 
patronage now extends throughout Nebraska, Iowa and the 
adjacent states. Mr. Helin was born in Sweden, but has 
resided in the United States since 1869, while Messrs. 
Thompson and Warner are native of Massachusetts. They 
are popular members of the Merchant Tailors' Exchange. 



S. A. McWHORTER. 

The commission trade in the progressive city of Omaha 
is well represented by houses oi stability and prominence 
in the several departments. One of special note in the 
handling of grain, provisions, st'ocks and bonds being that 
of Mr. S. A. McWhorter, whose office is located at suite 
215 Chamber of Commerce. This gentleman began the 
business in 1882. and at the present time holds the honor- 
able position of vice-president of the Omaha Board of 
Trade. He has every facility at command for the active 
prosecution of the business, including private wires to 
New York, Chicago and St. Louis. He does a large option 
and cash grain business, and handles New York stocks and 
bonds, posting every fluctuation of the market, no matter 
how fractional, for the benefit of his customers. His 
Chicago correspondents are the well-known firm of Messrs. 
Kennett, Hopkins & Co. Mr. McWhorter is a native ol 
Bloomington, IlL, and has resided here twelve years. The 
telephone call is 1265. 

JOHN DALE. 

Mr. John Dale, whose office is in Room 209, New York 
Life Building, after twenty-two years business experience in 
Illinois, established this house in 1885. Mr. Dale handles 
much of the choicest commercial paper issued in the city. 
He also does an extensive business in placing insurance 
risks, and is the representative of the Phoenix Life Insurance 
Company of London, and the American Casualty of Balti- 
more. 'The special feature, however, of the business con- 
ducted by Mr. Dale, is the handling of those high class 
securities, i. e., municipal bonds. Mr. Dale offers his 
services as a dealer in municipal bonds, believing now as in 
the past, that his own interests are best served by first 
serving those of his clients. The telephone call of the 
office is 1026. 



WHITE SEWING MACHINE COMPANY. 

Illustrative of the inveptive genius and improvement 
of the age, is the splendid White Sewing Machine, which is 
(he acme of perfection. It is the easiest running machine, 
sews the fastest, has very few parts, is funrished with 
every improvement of value, so that the operator can 
make extraordinary speed in working, and has the assist^ 
ance of perfect mechsmism and science. This machine has 
been so long before the public, and is so favorably known 
that it seems superfluous to recount its excellencies, its 
continued success being the best indorsement. The head- 
quarters and works of this company are located at Cleve- 
land, Ohio, where a very large number of workmen are 
employed. The Omaha branch office has been established 
for the past nineteen years. It is located at 1616 Chicago 
street, the store being 22x66 feet in dimensions and most 
elegantly fitted up. A full supply of White Sewing Ma- 
chines in all styles is always carried. This office controls 
the territory of Nebraska and Western Iowa, and gives 
employment to seventy-five agents, some of whom are con- 
stantly on the road. The manager is Mr. B. D. Bryent. a 
native of Maine, and an experienced business man of high 
standing. 
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PARK STABLES. 

These stables at Twenty-eighth and Leavenworth streets 
have been in existence for many years, experiencing in 
that time the changes and phases incidental to the career 
of a long establish^ business. In November, 1800. Mr. C. 
H. West became proprietor, succeeding Stratton, Johnson 
& Lewis, and since that time the management has been 
such that the house is now classed among the highly pros- 
perious enterprises of the Gate City. The premises com- 
prise two well equipped bams, each two stories in height, 
one facing Leavenworth street, the other Twenty-eighth 
street. The former is 26x125 feet in size, and the latter 24 
xl25 feet. The facilities are such that seventy head of 
horses can be accommodated at one time. Boarding horses 
forms the special feature, however, and Mr. West generally 
has f ron| thirty to thirty-five boarders, who are given the 
best of care and attention by five experienced help. In 
livery, Mr. West owns six first-class rigs, and a stylish 
turnout can be here obtain^ at all hours, and at very 
reasonable rates. As a m'atter of course, the trade is 
strictly local, the patronage being drawn from the residents 
of this locality. Mr. West is a native of Ohio and came 
here from Michigan two years ago. In that time he has 
become highly esteemed and respected in* the community 
as a thoroughly reliable and trustworthy business man and 
citizen. He belongs to the K. O. T. M. 



A. A. GOLDSMITH, D. D. S., M. D. S., D. M. D. 

One of the most popular professional men in Omaha is 
A. A. Goldsmith, D. D. S., M. D. S., D. M. D., whose 
handsome reception parlors and operating room are at No. 
7 Ware block. Fifteenth and Pamum streets. Dr. Gold- 
smith is a graduate of the Department of Dentistry, Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania ; also of the Department of Dentistry, 
Harvard University, and holds a degree from the State 
Dental Society of the State of New York. He has bad a 
long valuable experience as a dentist, and in the finer sur- 
gical branches there are few, if any in the West, equally as 
skilled. He has always been a close student and kept pace 
with all the advances made in the profession and is equipped 
with the very latest and best improved appliances and de- 
vices for performing operations skillfully and quickly. He 
bestows great care in filling and in preserving the teeth. A 
special and highly successful feature of his practice is im- 
plantation — that is, replacing a tooth by making a socket in 
the jawbone and inserting a natural tooth, which soon be- 
comes as firm and useful as the original. Dr. Goldsmith is 
held in high esteem for his professional attainments, as 
well as his liberality, public spirit and usefulness as a citizen. 
He was bom in New Hampshire, has traveled considerable 
throughout England and the continent and for a time 
resided and practiced in London prior to locating in this 
city in 1889. 

E. WYMAN. 

Mr. E. Wyman, dealer in stationery, periodicals and 
fancy goods at 118 South Fifteenth street represents one of 
oldest firms of that line in Omaha. This house was estab- 
lished in 1886 by Mr. Wyman, he having come to Omaha 
in 1864. He occupies a ground floor and basement each 
26x60 feet. Here is to be found a full line of all the standard 
works, mathematical, classical, modem, theological and edu- 
cational works, bibles, hymn and prayer books, also period- 
icals, magazines, light literature, etc., also fancy goods and 
office requisites. A specialty is made of the manufacture 
and repair of gold pens. Mr. Wyman was bom in Penn- 
sylvania. When the war broke out he was a resident of 
Illinois and joined the l(Hth Illinois Regiment, serving for 
three years, during which he was in some of the hardest 
fought l>attles. He is a prominent member of Gen. G. A. 
Custer Post of the G. A. R. 



SWANSON & HOLST. 

The prescription pharmacy of Swanson & Hoist is 
a commodious and attractive establishment where phy- 
sicians' prescriptions and family recipes are compounded 
in the most accurate and reliable manner. A 
large and complete assortment is kept in stock and the 
laboratory is under the immediate supervision of the firm. 
This business was established by Messrs. Swanson & Hoist 
in 1889. They are very moderate in their prices and are 
the recipients of a large patronage. Mr. John A. Swanson. 
and Mr. John Hoist the co-partners are natives, the former 
of Sweden and the latter of Denmark, but for some years 
have been residents of Omaha. Mr. Hoist is a practical 
pharmacist and regular licentiate of the Nebraska State Board 
of Pharmacy of which he is a member. The firm enjoy 
the esteem and confidence of their patrons. The location 
at 2058 Cuming street is central and one of the best in the 
northern section of the city. The telephone call is 1898. 
The firm are sole manufacturers of Hoist's toothache drops, 
linament, salve, Sundheds salt, corn cure, cough cure and 
headache cure —preparations which are highly commended 
for their efficiency. 



OMAHA VAN AND EXPRESS COMPANY. 

The Omaha Van and Express Company whose offices are 
located at 1506 Dodge street, is the successor to the busi- 
ness established by Oliver Maggard & Co., the change in 
proprietorship being effected April 1, 1892. The equip- 
ment is first-class in every respect, and consists of nine 
heavy van wagons and twenty-five head of magnificent 
draft horses. At the corner of Sixteenth and Leavenworth 
streets the company utilize a spacious three-story brick 
building of large storage capacity where they are fully pre- 
pared to meet all demands made upon them for the storage 
of goods— either perishable or in bulk. The leading fea- 
tures of this business are moving household furniture and 
effects at short notice; packing, moving and storing pianos; 
hauling and distributing freight consigned to them in car lots, 
and moving and hoisting safes, etc. The business is con- 
trolled by three brothers— M., John and Tate Bekin. The 
two latter reside in Sioux City, Iowa where under the title 
of Bekin 's Van Line, they conduct a similar enterprise. 
Mr. M. Bekin has charge of the Omaha house, and is the 
founder of the Sioux City concern. He is a native of 
Michigan, and has lived in Nebraska on and off for the 
past eleven years. The Omaha Van and Express Com- 
pany now possesses the finest and most complete line in 
the West. The rates are low, and fifteen experienced and 
careful hands are employed. 



KENNEDY db NEWELL 

Kennedy & Newell, wholesale and retail dealers in ice 
began business seven years ago, and have met with a 
steadily increasing success. 'They handle superior Mis- 
souri River ice, of which they cut over 10,000 tons annually. 
They own immense ice houses and occupy a large yard 
having unexcelled railway facilities, located at the corner 
of Eighth and Webster streets. A very important trade is 
had, the firm supplying the leading hotels, restaurants, 
stores, etc. Their prices are always reasonable, and the 
ice handled is of the best quality. From fifteen to twenty 
hands ate employed, and eight wagons are utilized. The 
office is located at 110 South Fifteenth street, the tele- 
phone number being 1158. The partners are Messrs. L. 
D. Kennedy and C. L. Newell, gentlemen of the highest, 
social, commercial and financial standing. Mr. Kennedy 
is a native of Canada who has resided in Omaha thirteen 
years. He is a prominent member of the I. O. O. F. 
Mr. Newell was lK)rn in New York, and has also resided 
thirteen years in Omaha. 
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CITY STEAM LAUNDRY. 



The City Steam Laundry is centrally located at 207 to 
211 SoQih Eleventh street. It was established in 1876 by 
Messrs. Wilkins & Evans, who conducted it till 1884, 
when the latter became sole proprietor. Eventually in 
1891 it was encorporated under the laws of Nebraska with 
a paid up capital of $100,000. Mr. J. H. Evans being the 
president and general manager. The premises occupied 
comprise a sul»tantial four-story and basement building 
66x100 feet in area, fully equipped with the latest im- 
proved machinery and appliances, including twenty wash- 
ing machines, etc. Here one hundred and fifty skilled 
hands are employed and the machinery is operated by a 
forty horse-power engine and two eighty-five horse-power 
boilers. Shirts, collars and cuffs, ties, underwear, hand- 
kerchiefs, vests, coats, dresses, night-robes, towels, 
sheets, blankets, wrappers, aprons, counterpanes and 
in short the most delicate fabrics to the coarsest materials 
are laundered and done up in the highest style of the art 
and in the most expeditious manner. Mr. Evans also has 
laundries in Lincoln. Neb. ; Council Bluffs, Iowa, and South 
Omaha. He was born in Wales but has resided in* Omaha 
for the last fourteen years. The telephone call of the 
office is No. 254. 

ROCHEFORD db GOULD. 

One of the most reliable and successful firms in Omaha, 
extensively engaged in contracting for brick work and also 
in the manufacture of brick, is that of Messrs. Rocheford 
& Gould, whose office is situated at 623 Paxton Block. This 
business was established nine years ago by Messrs. Wm. 
Rocheford and F. P. Gould, who have since built up a 
liberal and permanent patronage in Nebraska, Iowa and 
the adjacent states. Their yards, located on Thirteenth 
and Spruce streets, are spacious and fully supplied with 
modern appliances and machinery operated by steam 
power. Here from twenty to fifty men are em- 
ploy^, and the kilns have a capacity of 60.000 
bricks daily. They manufacture pressed and plain red 
brick, and their yard has excellent railway facilities. The 
firm's bricks are unrivalled for durability, finish and uniform 
excellence, and are general favorites with our leading con- 
tractors and builders. Orders by mail, telegraph or tele- 
phone are promptly filled at the lowest possible prices and 
a specialty is made of car-load lots. They also promptly 
furnish estimates for all kinds of brick work, and guarantee 
complete satisfaction to patrons. Mr. Rocheford was born 
in Vermont, while Mr. Gould is a native of the State of 
New York. They are widely known in trade circles for 
their promptness, business ability and strict integrity, and 
in all transactions scrupulously protect the interests of 
their patrons. 



B. C. BELL c& CO. 

A reference to the drug trade of Omaha at once suggests 
the popular and well appointed store conducted by B. C. 
Bell & Co., located at 602 South Thirteenth, comer of Jack- 
son street. This business was established in 1888 by Mr. 
B. C. Bell, who had an experience of twelve years, six 
years of which were spent as manager for J. W. Bell, drug^ 
gist. He carries a heavy stock of the finest drugs, fancy 
toilet articles, brushes, combs, medicated soaps, cologne 
and perfumery, extracts of domestic and foreign manufac- 
ture, mineral waters, and a full assortment of all the pro- 
prietary medicines known to the trade. The laboratory is 
under the immediate supervision of Mr. Bell. Mr. Bell 
was born in Missouri and has resided in Omaha since 1880, 
where he has become well known and universally esteemed. 
He is a prominent member of the Masonic order. 



LEE HOTEL. 

Lee Hotel, located at 826. 828 and 880 Twenty-sixth 
street, in South Omaha, has been established some years, 
and in that time has been subject to many changes. In 
August, 1891, Mr. Michael Lee succeeded a Mr. Rafferty, 
who formerly conducted the house under the name of 
"Raffertv House." This building is a large three-story 
frame 66x100 feet in area. It contains thirty-four large 
airy rooms. This house has been entirely refurnished 
throughout since Mr. Lee become proprietor, and the rooms 
are fitted up with especial care for the comfort of the 
guests. Mr. Lee conducts his hotel on the American plan. 
The office, bar, billiard and reading rooms are on the first 
floor. Mr. Lee employs an ample corps of assistants, and 
his guests have at all times the most courteous treatment. 
Mr. Lee was born in Ireland, but is one of Omaha's pio- 
neers, having lived here for the past twenty years. He 
was engaged quite successfully for some years in the real 
estate business. Mr. Lee is an ex-city councilman, which 
office he filled with perfect satisfaction to the community. 



HOME GROCERY. 



Mr. B. Newman, 2208 Farnam street, is a native of 
Austria and has resided in Omaha a number of years. His 
stock embraces a full line of staple and fancy groceries, 
flour, butter, eggs and produce, fruits and vegetables in 
season. His lines of canned goods and table delicacies are 
always full and complete, and the best quality of dairy 
products are constantly being received fresh from the pro- 
ducer. His specialties are fine Oolong teas, high grade cof- 
fees and pure spices. His motto, "first-class goods at the 
lowest market prices, and square dealing." If the past is 
any indication of what the future will be, Mr. B. New- 
man's establishment will rank among the foremost of the 
snccessful mercantile concerns of this city. 



THE PEOPLE'S CASH MARKET. 

Among those supplying the citizens of Omaha with meats, 
fish, poultry, etc. , is Mr. Geo. W. Kurz, who for seven 
years has been established at 1714 Nicholas street. His 
store, known as the "People's Cash Market." has a front 
of twenty-five feet with a depth of fifty feet. It is neatly 
fitted up, kept scrupulously clean and presents a handsome, 
attractive appearance. Mr. Kurz places before his custo- 
mers the very finest and choicest fresh beef, veal, lamb, 
mutton, pork, smoked and salted meats, and sausage of all 
kinds, also live and dressed poultry, game when in season, 
and every variety of fresh fish. Three polite clerks are 
employed, and two delivery wagons call for and deliver 
orders. Mr. Kurz is a native of Philadelphia. Pa. He 
came West and located in Omaha in 1882. He has become 
popularly known as the workingman's friend. 
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ARCTIC ICE COMPANY. 



In the provision of the purest ice for consnmers use, the 
most effective service is given by the Arctic Ice Company. 
whose storehouses are located on the corner of Fifth and 
Jones streets, and whose office is at 220 South Twelfth 
street, in the Nebraska National Bapk Building The 
company was incorporated in 1887, under the laws of 
Nebraska, 'with a capital of $80,000. The ice is obtained 
from Cut Off Lake, and is unsurpassed for its purity and 
absolute freedom from organic matter. The capacity of 
the houses is 20.000 tons, extensive shipments being made 
to Southern points, while a large city tirade is transactoi,f rom 
twenty-five to fifty hands being employed. Mr. David 
Talbot, the president, is a native of Cambria, Me. , and 
has resided in Omaha during the past four years. He is an 
able and energitic business man. and is well known and 
respected in the mercantile circles of the city. Mr. Henry 
]. Cole, the secretary and treasurer, is also from Maine. 
and formerly conducted a general store in Camden in that 
sUte. 



FOOTE c& ROBERTSON. 

The legitimate function of a pharmacy being the con- 
pounding of physicians' prescriptions and family recipes, 
their branch of the business is conducted with that care and 
skill commensurate with its importance by Messrs. Foote 
& Robertson, whose popular establishment is located at 2701 
Leavenworth street The business is one of long established 
reputation, and was founded some ten years ago by one 
Klug. He was subsequently succeeded by E. G. Wilson, 
who, in turn was succeeded by the present firm in Novem- 
ber, 1891. The prominent corner location of the store 
gives it the prestige of being the leading drug store in the 
vicinity, and its custom is drawn from all classes of people. 
Prescriptions are carefully compounded, under the experi- 
enced and careful supervision of Mr. Foote, one assistant 
being employed in this branch of the business. The stock 
is complete in every particular, and general in its character, 
embracing besides drugs, medicines and toilet goods, 
fine cigars and stationery. The senior member, Mr. W. 
L. Foote, was born in Illinois, and has lived in Omaha 
since January, 1891. He is a graduate of the Chicago 
College of Pharmacy, and manages every detail of this busi- 
ness. Mr. Robertson is a member of the well-known firm 
Robertson Brothers, cigar dealers and tobacconists, on 
Fifteenth street, l>etween Farnam and Douglass. 



OMAHA OIL AND PAINT COMPANY. 

The Omaha Oil and Paint Company. 1402 Dodge street, is 
a branch of the Lincoln Paint and Color Company of Lin- 
coln, Nebraska, which was incorporated several years ago 
with a paid up capital of $100,000. The Omaha Oil and 
Paint Company was incorporated under the laws of the 
state in 18«8 with a paid up capital of $10,000, Mr. M. J. 
Waugh being the president; Mr. W. H. White, vice-presi- 
dent, and Mr. J. S. Waugh, secretary and treasurer. Mr. 
Waugh resides in Lincoln. Neb., where he is also president 
of the Lincoln Paint and Color Company; Messrs. J. S. 
Waugh and W. H. White reside in Omaha. The premises 
occupied comprise a spacious ground floor and basement 
Here they keep a heavy stock of dry and ready mix^ 
paints, varnishes, colors, oils, putty, white lead, art and 
cathedral glass, and painters' supplies generally. These 
goods are unrivalled for quality and general excellence, 
while the prices quoted for them are exc^ingly moderate. 
Orders are carefully filled and the trade of the house ex- 
tends throughout the city, Nebraska and Iowa. Mr. W. 
H. White is a native of New Jersey, while Mr. J. S. Waugh 
was born in Missouri. They are widely known for their 
business capacity, energy and strict integrity, and are very 
poDular in trade circles. The telephone call of the office 
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JOHN H. DRISCOL. 



Mr. John H. Driscol manufacturer of fine carriages, 
buggies, etc. , has been established in business as a manu- 
facturer for four years, having had in all, twenty-five years 
of practical experience in the business. Mr. Driscol brings 
the ability acquired in these years of experience to bear in 
producing a vehicle that is not excelled in beauty, fine 
workmanship or well seasoned and carefully selected ma- 
terial in this city. He employs from ten to twelve ex- 
perienced and thoroughly competent workmen, and manu- 
factures every st>Ie of carriage, buggy, phaeton, surrey, 
light wagon, etc. He gives careful attention to repair 
work, blacksmithing, tire setting, painting, etc., and fully 
guarantees all work committed to his care. The busi- 
ness is conducted at 216, 218 and 220 North Fourteenth 
street, where spacious premises are occupied. The works 
are thoroughly fitted with every appliance for completing 
the finest work, and general repairs are made a specialty. 
Mr. Driscol is a native of 'Springfield, Ohio, and has re- 
resided in Omaha four years. 



OMAHA ICE COMPANY. 

This business was founded in 1889, when the Metro- 
politan Ice Company was formed. In July, 18y0, it was 
reorganized under the present style with the following as 
officers: Ernest Bihl, president; John S. Helgren, secretary 
and treasurer; August Jemberg and Victor Ry lander, stock- 
holders. The company has a paid-up capita' of $60 000, 
and occupies splendid offices in the lower part of the 
elegant McCague Building. Their telephone numbers 
are 897 for the office, and 638 for the ice house. This 
company handles immense quantities of ice, supplying 
most of the leading hotels, restaurants, butchers, confec- 
tioners, and dealers both in wholesale and retail quantities. 
They employ fifteen hands, and use ten large wagons for 
delivery purposes. Eight large ice houses are owned at 
Cut Off Lake, Nebraska, where large quantities are cut and 
stored each winter. The local ice house is located at 
Eleventh street near Nicholas street, where excellent rail- 
road fa^cilities are enjoyed. A large wholesale trade is 
done in car-load lots, sending ice to Iowa and all sections of 
Nebraska. Between 80.000 and 40.000 tons are handled 
each season. These excellent results are largely due to 
energy and ability of the secretary and treasurer, Mr. John 
S. Helgren. He is a native of Sweden, and has resided in 
Omaha thirteen years. 

8. D. CASAD. 

Messrs. Landrock & Co. established this business in 
1887, Mr. Casad assuming its control January 1. The 
store measures 2(U60 feet, and the workshop which is in 
the rear 25x40 feet. Mr. Casad, who has had an extended 
experience as a harness manufacturer, gives his personal 
attention to all branches of the business and makes a 
specialty of filling orders for fine carriage and coach har- 
ness, also coupe, single strap, single and double buggy, 
express, team, road and track harness, which are made of 
the best material in a strong substantial manner, and 
neatly finished in nickel, brass or other mountings. He 
has acouired a wide reputation as an expert harness maker 
and all his work is highly commended. A fine exhibit is 
made in the store of harness of all kinds, also saddles, bridles, 
whips, robes, blankets, fly nets, turf goods and stable sup- 
plies. Besides his local trade, Mr. Casad fills many orders 
from the states of Nebraska, Iowa and Wyoming. The 
location occupied at 1515 Howard street is very central 
for both the city and country trade and every convenience 
is provided for its accommodation. Mr. Casad who was 
born in Ohio, came to Omaha in 1889. He is a thorough 
business man of unquestionable reputation, and well known 
to merchants and owners of horses in th^ city an<L snr- 
rounding section. ^.^.^.^^^ ^^ GOOglC 
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BLAKE <& ZANDER. 

The leading firm of architects and superintendents in 
Omaha is that known as Blake & Zander, whose offices are 
located at 619 New York Life Building, and which was 
founded in 1890, both partners having already been estab- 
lished as architects for many years. Mr J. S. Blake is a 
native of Vermont and received his academical education 
in New York and then removed to Saratoga Springs. He 
removed to Des Moines. Iowa, in 1868, and to Omaha in 
1887. He is a capable architect, and is a member of 
Crocker Post, No. 12. G. A. R. Mr. O. M. Zander was 
born in Milwaukee. Wis. He has resided in Omaha two 
years, where he has thoroughly demonstrated his ability. 
He is a prominent meml)er of the I. O. O. F. The busi- 
ness controlled by the house is of extensive character. All 
kinds of structures are designed and the erection carefully 
superintended. Only high class work is attempted, and 
most satisfactory results have been attained. Among the 
leading houses built by this firm we note the following: 
Baptist State University, Des Moines. Iowa; Court House, 
Guthrie, Iowa; Soldiers* Home, Marshaltown, Iowa; Indus-. 
trial Home, Milford, Nebraska; Murray Hotel, Omaha, 
and the elegant new Boyd's Opera House which cost 
$135,000, cut of which will be found in the historical part 
of this work. 



NEBRASKA STEAM LAUNDRY COMPANY. 

This business was established by Mr..S. F. Henry in 1884. 
and January 1, 1892 Mr. M. M. Robertson became the active 
manager. In 1886, the company removed to its present 
commodious premises, comprising the whole of the base- 
ment and ground floor of the building at the southeast 
corner of Sixteenth and Howard streets. The laundry is 
66x100 feet in dimensions, and is equipped with the latest 
improved machinery and appliances. A large family hotel 
and railroad trade has been established. Every care is 
exercised in handling the goods, and the most delicate 
fabrics and the heaviest blankets are laundered without 
injury. Family laundry is the specialty, and also fine 
shirts, collars and cuffs, and the work is executed with a 
neatness unsurpassed. Twenty hands are employed and 
delivery wagons are in constant service. Prices are gov- 
erned by moderation, and the work turned out first-class in 
every respect. When Mr. M. M. Robertson became 
manager in . January last, he assumed entire direction of 
affairs. He is a native of Missouri, and has lived in Omaha 
since early boyhood. 



J.S.SMITH & CO. 

One of the largest houses in the hides, furs, tallow, grease, 
pelts and wool business of this country, is that of J. S. 
Smith & Co., whose main office is in Chicago with a branch 
house at Omaha. This substantial concern was founded 
by J. S. Smith and J. H. Warren in 1876. The present 
firm has conducted the Omaha house since 1885, the mem- 
bers being J. S. Smith and J. H. Warren. These gentle- 
men reside in Chicago, and give personal attention to the 
conduct of affairs at that place. The business here has 
been managed by Mr. Ed. Perry since its establishment 
seven years ago. Omaha is one of the principal receiving 
points for the business. The local house is located at 
1408, 1410 and 1412 Leavenworth street, where the 
premises 66x200 feet in dimensions are occupied, also 
a warehouse in the rear. Four hands are employed, and 
three travelers are kept on the road. A very large business 
is done, from twelve to fourteen car loads being shipped 
monthly. Mr. Perry is a native of Ohio, and has been 
connected with this house during the past fifteen years, 
havi.ug at one time traveled for them. He is prominent in 
leading commercial and social circles. 



GRAHAM PARK. 

The subject of this sketch was born in Scotland, and has 
lived in Omaha for the past ten years. In 1888 he started 
this enterprise, backed principally by an invincible deter- 
mination to succeed, a perservering character and an ex- 
perience in the business covering fully thirty years. Mr. 
Park's success has been commensurate with his abilities in 
this direction, and he now commands a most prosperous 
and growing trade distributed throughout Omaha and 
vicinity. He does honest and thorough work in every 
instance, and his patrons place unbounded confidence in his 
judgment and workmanship. The establishment comprises 
a one-story brick office, shop and sample room. 15x50 feet, 
with adjoining yard and sheds for storage, the entirety 
covering 92x75 feet. Fifteen capable and first-class hands 
are regularly employed and the energies of the house aro 
devoted to plumbing, steam and gas fitting, drainage and 
sewerage, and other matters pertaining to sanitary 
engineering. In the sample room is carried a fine stock of 
gas fixtures, globes and plumbers' material in general. 
The specialty, however, and one to which Mr. Park devotes 
considerable and careful attention is drainage, and the yard 
and s beds are completely stocked with vitrified sewer and 
drain pipe of all sizes— chiefly Macomb's, Laclede andKansas 
City manufacture — which is not only used for the work in 
hand, but is also sold at wholesale prices. Mr. Park has 
executed large contracts for drain laying in all parts of the 
city. Mr. Park belongs to and is an active member of the 
F. & A. M. 



MERCHANTS' AUCTION, STORAGE AND COMMISSION 
COMPANY. 

This business has been established a little over a year 
and is conducted at 209 South Twelfth street, where a large 
building is utilized. The premises are 20x60 feet in dimen- 
sions. Storage is had for all kinds of household goiods, 
trunks, pictures, etc.. and all kinds of new and second- 
hand furniture is dealt in, including stoves, bedding, parlor, 
chamber and other suites, kitchen and dming-room furni- 
ture and ware, pictures, tinware, etc. Cash is paid for all 
kinds of second-hand goods, and new and second-hand fur- 
niture is bought, sold or exchanged. Mr. 'J. G. Hess is the 
proprietor of this splendid business, and is noted for the 
liberal treatment he extends to patrons. He does an ex- 
tensive business and has numerous patrons in all sections 
of the city. He was born in Germany and has lived in 
Omaha six years. He is a gentleman of broad views and 
large business experience, and has developed his enterprise 
to a large and commendable degree of efficiency. 



NEBRASKA MARBLE AND GRANITE WORKS. 

There is not a business concern in Omaha whose reputa- 
tion is superior to that of the Nebraska Marble and Granite 
Works, which have been established ten years by Mr. J. 
V, Sweeny. They are located at 213 North Fifteenth 
street. Omaha, Neb., and occupy a two-story building 
25x50 feet in dimensions with ample yard-room adjoining. 
Mr. Sweeny does all kinds of fine marble and granite 
work, having on hand large quantities of the best imported 
marbles and finest native granites. He makes statuary, pil- 
lars, friezes, monuments, tombstones, vault fronts, etc.» 
and has erected many of the most magnificent works that 
adorn the cemeteries of Omaha and vicinity. The work is 
all done by hand, by competent and thorough experienced 
workmen, of whom six are given constant employment. 
Mr. Sweeny is a native of Wisconsin, and came to Omaha 
eleven years ago. He has taken eleven diplomas for su- 
perior workmanship at exhibitions, and three first-class 
prizes or diplomas from Nebraska State Board of Agri* 
culture— 1882 to 1885. 



Digitized by 



Google 



136 



..Sg 



i2*-J 



DAVIS & COWGILL IRON WORKS- 

A first-class establishmeDt. where are manufactured 
full lines of engines, boilers, pumps, heavy forgings and 
machinery generally, is that of the Davis & Cowgill 
Iron Works. The business was established about ten 
years ago by Mr. E. P. Davis, and in 1886 the 
irm of Messrs. Davis & Cowgill was formed, and 
^ith such substantial success that in 1888 the extensive in- 
terests were amalgamated and incorporated, with a paid 
up capital of $50,000, Mr. E. P. Davis becoming president, 
Mr. J. B. Cowgill general superintendent, and Mr. H. S. 
McDonald secretary. These gentlemen bring to bear 
special qualifications, and are noted for their ability, en- 
ergy and wide range of practical experience. The premises 
at 1501. 1503 and 1505 Jackson street, were erected four 
years ago, and are owned by the Company. The building 
48 of brick, three stories in height and 66x66 feet in dimen- 
sions. Ths arrangement of the various departments is ex- 
cellent, while the outfit is complete, and the works have 
special facilities for the putting in of engines and boilers 
and all classes of machinery, also general repairing in every 
branch of the trade. Quality has ever l>een the first con- 
sideration, and the enviable reputation achieved by the 
Davis & Cowgill Iron Works, affords the best possible 
proof of tl^e ability of these gsntlemen to meet every want 
of the trade. Everything for the outfit and supply of the 
engine room and machine shop is to be had here, while a 
specialty'is made of electric railroad supplies. The trade 
developed covers every section of the West and North, into 
British Columbia and Manitoba, while the sales are of an- 
nually increasing magnitude. Mr. E. P. Davis is a native 
of Wisconsin, resident in Omaha for the past fifteen years 
and is a very widely known and public spirited citizen. 
iMr. Cowgill is a native of Ohio, and is a practical mechan- 
ical engineer of wide experience. He gives direct personal 
supervision to the works, while Mr. McDonald, a native of 
Cumberland, Ind., is the efficient office manager. 



OMAHA PAPER BOX FACTORY. 

A great and growing industry in Omaha is the Omaha 
Paper Box Factory, owned and conducted by Mr. John L. 
AVilkie, who in 1881 commenced the manufacture of paper 
boxes on a small scale. He carefully nursed the business 
until to-day he is practically in command of the trade of 
the Upper Missouri River and the states between the river 
and the Rocky Mountains. He now employs a force of 
twenty-two persons, has a capacity of 1,500 boxes a day, 
an.d occupies a double store 44x70 feet in size at 1822 and 
1824 St. Mary's avenue, corner of Nineteenth street. Be- 
sides the manufacture of paper boxes for the general trade, 
Iblr. Wilkie makes a specialty of mailing tubes and wedding 
cake boxes. He is a native of Aurora, III., and came to 
Omaha in 1881. He is a member of the Modern Woodmen 
of America, the A. O. U. W., and of the Manufacturers' 
Association. 



BOWMAN, HUGHES & CO. 

Among the foremost exponents of the photographic art 
in this city may be mentioned the firm of Bowman, Hughes 
^ Co. These gentlemen are natives of Indiana, young 
men of energy and excellent business qualifications as well 
as thoroughly expert photographers of some years' exper- 
ience. They engaged in business here four years ago and 
achieved a signal success from the start. The premises 
occupied, are on the second floor of the building at 205 
North Sixteenth street, including reception parlor, studio, 
operating room, etc., are neatly appointed and com- 
pletely equipped in every respect, all apparatus known 
to the art being in service, and the walls are 
adorned with many beautiful specimens of their 
artistic work. Photography in all its branches is ex- 
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ecuted in the highest style of the art and they 
make a specialty of portraiture groups, and attend per- 
sonally to all sittings made, and instantaneously secure the 
cherubic countenances of children and babies. Photos ars 
enlarged to any size, while crayon, pastel, India ink and 
kindred artistic work is attended to, the pictures leaving 
this establishment being first-class in feature of merit, in 
beauty of design, execution, pose, fidelity and finish. 



P. J. KARBACH. 

One of the veteran carriage and wagon makers of Omaha 
and the Missouri Valley is Mr. P. J. Karbach. His busi- 
ness has been established since 1867. In 1884 Mr. Karbach 
built at his present location, 1812 Howard street an im- 
posing three-story brick building with floor space 25x75 
feet. He manufactures all kinds of carts, delivery wagons, 
trucks and heavy work, making a specialty of all classes of 
blacksmith work, including light and heavy forgings. He 
also does a great deal of repair work. He gives employ- 
ment to ten skilled hands, and uses only the best of ma- 
terials. His trade extends to nearly all points in the Upper 
Missouri Valley. He is a practical workman and looks 
after the details of his business personally. Mr. Karbach 
is a native of Germany, but has been a resident of Omaha 
for the last twenty-six years. He is a member of the Vet- 
eran Fire Department and can tell many thrilling stories 
of the early fire department of Omaha, and the runs he 
has made with the 'Old Machine." 



WILKE & SAUTTER. 

This business was founded six years ago by Wilke Broe., 
and in 1888 one of the brothers retired, when the present 
style of firm was assumed, the principals being Wm. Wilke 
and L. W. Sautter. The premises occupied at 
Twentieth and Pierce streets, comprise a spacious 
and well-arranged storeroom. Their stock is of a 
general nature and comprehends the choicest brands of 
staple and fancy groceries, condiments, table luxuries, 
fruits in season, produce and everything usually carried by 
first-class houses. The trade is local and extensive, two 
employes and two wagons for the daily delivery of orders 
being retained. Of the personel of the firm we can safely say 
that both gentlemen are energetic, enterprising and withal 
strictly trustworthy and reliable in all their dealings. Mr. 
Wilke was bom in Iowa and has lived in Omaha foarteen 
years. Mr. Sautter was born and raised near Omaha. Both 
are young men. 



F. A. MANGER. 

Mr. F. A. Manger of 1612 Farnam street is one of the 
leading representatives in this city of the printer's art. His 
printing establishment is one of the most complete of its 
kind in the city and in respect of mechanical equipment 
can hardly be excelled. His stock of type is unusually 
varied and adapted to every description of artistic printing, 
while he is especially particular in employing only skill^ 
and experienced workmen. Every description of job, 
commercial and fine printing is executed at reasonable 
prices. Type-writing is exactly reproduced. A full stock 
of fine stationery is kept on hand, also legal blanks, card 
signs, figuring pads, scale books, card boards and novelties, 
wedding stationery, calling cards, monograms, initials, etc., 
are engraved to order and printed in the highest style of the 
art. Mr. Manger commenced business for himself in 1888, 
in the basement northwest corner Fourteenth and Farnam 
streets, and removed in 1890 to his present quarters. He 
has bad a long and valuable experience as a printer and for 
six years was with the Omaha Republican Printing Company 
Prior to engaging in business on his own occunt. He was 
manager four years for Geo. W. Gray of the city. 
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JOHN N. FRENZER. 

One of the most prominent among the real estate dealers 
and operators in Omaha is Mr. John N. Frenzer, whose 
offices are in Room 5. Frenzer Block. He is possessed of 
judgment and discrimination to a marked degree, and is a 
gentleman in whom unbounded confidence can be placed. 
Mr. Frenzer makes purchases for speculators and investors, 
disposes of the holdings of owners, exchanges city and 
country property, and gives his personal attention to all 
branches of the business, including care of estates for resi- 
dent and non-resident owners, and obtaining loans on bond 
and mortgage. He makes a specialty of ground leases for 
terms of twenty to ninety-nine years, yielding owners of 
fee from 5 to 6 per cent net per annumn. Investments of this 
kind are as safe as government bonds, as they yield a larger 
rate of interest, etc. Quite a number of Boston. Ohio, 
and New Jersey parties have made investments of this kind 
in Omaha, in fact at present, nearly $1,000,000 is invested 
in this way in the city. Mr. Frenzer also places insurance 
in any of the leading sound companies at the lowest rates. 
He is the son of Mr. Peter Frenzer, a resident of this city 
for thirty-six years, and owner of the Frenzer Block. Mr. 
Frenzer is a prominent member of the Omaha Real Estate 
Exchange. Prior to engaging in realty operations on his 
own account, he was with the firm of McCague Bros., 
having the entire charge of their real estate department, 
which department he obtained from them about three years 
ago. 

WEARNE BROTHERS. 

This business was originally established in Wisconsin 
ander the style of John Wearne & Sons. In 1881 the firm 
dissolved and the sons. Messrs. Richard and John Wearne, 
removed to Omaha and embarked in the present enter- 
prise. They have developed a highly representative busi- 
ness, and by fair and honorable treatment of* patrons, 
promptness in filling orders and high order of the articles 
manufactured have achieved their business success. They 
manufacture iron castings, stove fittings, etc.. and make a 
specialty of electric motor machinery and the machinery 
for electric street railways. Only thoroughly skilled work- 
men are employed and the very highest class of work is 
turned out. The office and works are at 1409 Jackson street, 
where a one and two-story building. 83x183 feet in dimen- 
sions is occupied, with foundry in the rear. The trade is 
mostly local and for parties throughout Iowa and Nebraska. 
The Messrs. Wearne were born in Wisconsin and since 
coming to Omaha have become well known and highly re- 
spected in the leading business circles of the city. Mr. 
Richard Wearne is a prominent Mason of the 82d degree. 



C. A. FENTON. 

Engaged in business as a carriage and wagon painter and 
well deserving of mention in the general review of the in- 
dustrial pursuits of Omaha, we find Mr. C. A. Fenton an 
experienced practical man who has devoted many years to 
the work. He is a native of Lindsay, Ontario, Canada, has 
been in this country for some time and came to Omaha in 
1885. For the past three years he has been located on the 
third floor of the building 1312 Howard street, and is well 
provided with every facility and convenience for executing 
work in the l>est manner. The floor occupied is 25x75 feet 
in area, and is arranged with an especial adaptability for all 
purposes of the business. Mr. Fenton makes a specialty 
of fine carriage work, coupes, landaus, rockaways. coaches, 
also light delivery and business wagons of all kinds, execu- 
ting the work with a degree of good taste and judgement in 
keeping with the requirements of this progressive age. He 
is particularlv expert in lettering in gold and in all styles 
that are pleasing to the eye and attractive. He also paints 
crests, monograms, etc., in a neat manner on carriage 



panels. During the time he has been in business he has 
done considerable work for carriage manufacturers and re- 
painted many, vehicles of all kinds for the merchants and 
business men of the city and vicinity, and in every instance 
the best satisfaction has been expressed. Mr. Fenton is a 
gentleman of middle age. a popular member of the Order of 
Odd Fellows and has a large circle of acquaintances. He 
is doing a good business and is quite prosperous. 



THE PEOPLE'S CLOTHING HOUSE. 

One of the most reliable and largely patronized clothing es- 
tablishments in Omaha, is that known as the People's Cloth- 
ing House. 1803 Douglas street, of which Mr. S. Amstein is 
the enterprising proprietor. Mr. Amstein established ^is 
prosperous business five years ago. He has had long ex- 
perience and possesses influential connections and superior 
facilities for procuring clothing and gents' furnishing goods 
of the latest style and fashion. The premises occupied 
comprise a commodious three-story brick building 80x75 
feet in area, fitted up with all modern conveniences, elec- 
tric lights, etc. Popular prices prevail and the attendance 
on customers is prompt, polite and intelligent. Only me- 
dium and really reliable goods are handled. Mr. Amstein 
was l>orn in Germany, but has resided in the United States 
many years. He is widely known for his business ability 
and strict integrity and those who once patronize this house 
are always its customers. Twenty clerks and assistants 
are employed, and the trade is steadily increasing. A 
leading feature is the heavy country trade, numerous 
orders being received and forwarded by mail, a large staff 
being kept always busy attending to the wants of out-of- 
town patrons. Taken all in all this is the representative 
retail clothing establishment in Omaha. 



HENRY PUNDT. 

One of the oldest established and most reputable business 
concerns of Omaha is that of Mr. Henry Pundt who has 
been established since 1856. It was carried on by Pundt 
& Komig until 1808 when the name was changed to Henry 
Pundt & Co.. and in 1874 to Pundt. Meyer & Reapke. In 
1879, Mr. Henry Pundt assumed entire control of the busi- 
ness and has since conducted it alone. He has premises 
which he owns at 1218 Farnam street, which are 32x125 
feet in dimensions. A very superior stock of staple and 
fancy groceries is carried; wines and liquors of the best 
brands for family trade only, and he has l>esides been the 
agent for the leading steamship lines for the past twenty 
years. He sells passage tickets to and from all European 
ports. He is the oldest agent in Omaha and sells the 
greatest proportion of tickets disposed of in Omaha. Mr. 
Pundt was born in Germany, and came to Omaha in 1856. 
He is a director of the First National Bank and the Omaha 
Savings Bank, and is most highly esteemed by all who 
know him. 



ED. BARRICK. 

The leading gravel roofer of Omaha is Mr. Ed. Barrick, 
who has been established in that business for the last five 
years. His place of business is 1616 Cuming street, where 
he has an omce and large yards for the accommodation of his 
teams and materials. A full line of gravel for roofing, tar 
paper, rosin, tar. pitch and felt is carried, and a specialty 
is made of fire and water-proof paint. Mr. Barrick is 
agent for the celebrated two and three ply Imperial Ready 
Roofing, of which he sells immense quantities. He employs 
only experienced workmen and contracts for all kinds of 
roofing and also attends promptly to repairs for roofs and 
is patronized by the leading merchants and citizens of the 
city. Mr. Barrick was born in Muscatine, Iowa, and has 
resided in Omaha five years; he is highly respected by 
all who know him. 
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E. P. WALKER. 

Prominent among the binderies here is that of Mr. £. P. 
Walker, which is centrally located at 805 South Twelfth 
street. This business was established in 1886 by a Mr. 
Whitney, who was succeeded about a year and a half ago 
by the present proprietor. The premises are very com- 
modious, comprising the second floor of the building, and 
are equipped with all necessary appliances for the success- 
ful prosecution of the business. All kinds of blank books 
and account books, for ofijce. store, factory, etc., are also 
manufactured here, making a specialty of book-binding, 
which is artistically executed in every style from pamphlet 
and sheet work to the most elaborate styles of finish in 
morocco, etc. Mr. Walker binds to pattern in the neatest 
and cheapest manner, music, magazines, newspapers, law 
and scientific, and medical books, also memorials and reso- 
lutions, and persons residing at a distance from Omaha 
who often experience considerable difficulty in getting their 
binding done, will find it greatly to their advantage to pack 
and send their books to this favorably known house, stat- 
ing style of binding required, or sending a volume that 
they have had previously bound as a sample. Mr. Walker 
is a young man born and brought up in this city, and has 
gained an enviable reputation for the artistic merits of his 
work. Telephone No. 974. 

ROB. H. BL06E. 
The drug store of Mr. Rob. H Blose at 1101 North 
Eighteenth street has become recognized as one of the 
prominent business institutions in this particular section 
of the city, and was founded by him four years ago. The 
situation of the store is a most eligible one, at the 
corner of Nicholas street, and with its handsome glass 
front, oak fixtures, steam heat and massive soda fountain, it 
has at all times a most attractive and pleasing appearance. 
Mr. Blose has in stock a choice selection of pure 
drugs and chemicals, proprietary preparations, family 
medicines, toilet articles, perfumes, soaps, brushes, combs, 
sponges, surgical appliances, fancy goods, cigars, trusses, 
supporters, rubber goods and the usual assemblage of 
goods that come under the head of druggists' sundries. 
Special attention is devoted to compounding physicians' 
prescriptions and family recipes, this department beins 
under the direct supervision of the proprietor. Born in 
Indiana and a graduate of the Chicago College of Phar- 
macy. Mr. Blose has had five years experience In leading 
Chicago houses. Mr. Blose who is comparatively a young 
man came to Omaha five years ago. and has already ob- 
tained much popularity, as the policy upon which his busi- 
ness is conducted is characterized by a careful regard for 
the interests of his patrons. 

W. S. ROBINSON, B. A., M. A. 
One of the most practical and thoroughly reliable chemists 
and assay ers in the West is Mr.W. S. Robinson. B. A., M. A., 
who has been established in this city nearly two years. 
Mr. Robinson is a regular graduate of Harvard College 
and has developed marked ability in his chosen profession. 
In 1891 he was appointed assayer and chemist to the U. S. 
Custom House, a most exacting as well as flattering position to 
hold. He has a large practice and is favored with the patron- 
age of the leading smelters, mineralogists, manufacturing 
concerns and others, in addition to the work coming from the 
government. He assays ores, minerals, bullion, etc., and 
makes careful chemical analysis of water, food, paints, oils, 
poisons, dyes and all kinds of commercial products. Mr. 
Robinson has a complete and nicely appointed laboratory 
at 1112 Dodge Street, second floor. He employs an 
experienced assistant and has every facility for conduct- 
ing the most complicated and exacting work. Mr. Robinson 
is a native of Boston who has resided in Omaha two years. 
He is a cultured and highly educated gentleman, a master 
of his profession and one in whom the greatest confidence 
s reposed. 



ROSE'S ART STORE. 

A year ago Mr. J. U. Rose assumed management of the 
store for Mr. J. S. Brady, who is now proprietor of the 
same, and the trade which is both of a wholesale and a re- 
tail character has been on the increase ever since the change 
took place, which speaks well for Mr. Rose's ability as a 
manager and business man. The store occupies the entire 
space of a splendid three-story brick building, 22x65 feet, 
located at 1521 Dodge street. It is tastefully and artistically 
arranged, every facility being at command for getting good 
lights for pictures and showing them off to the best advan- 
tage. He carries a very large stock of art goods, crayons, 
pastels, oil, water colors, etchings and steel engravings, in 
fact here is quite an interesting picture gallery. He also 
has a full line of artists' materials of every description, 
colors, palettes, brushes, gold and bronze paint, stationery 
and office requisites. Frames of all kinds and designs are 
manufactured and kept in stock. He has on hand a 
full and complete line of mouldings. Mr. Brady's trade is 
not wholly confined to the local demand, but he sells to 
many dealers and people in different parts of the state. He 
employs six experienced and courteous clerks. Mr. Brady 
has been in Omaha a number of years. 



JEFF. W. BEDFORD. 

Prominent among the leading wholesale and retail houses 
is that^of Mr. Jeff. W. Bedford, whose office is located at 
221 South Fourteenth street. It was founded in 1882, 
and its trade now extends throughout Nebraska and Iowa. 
Thirty-five men and twenty-five teams are constantly em- 
ployed filling retail orders in the city and its suburbs. A 
heavy stock of the choicest anthracite and bituminous coal 
is always on hand, which is offered to customers at the 
lowest possible prices. Orders are carefully and promptly 
filled and entire satisfaction is guaranteed patrons. Mr. 
Bedford was born in Lafayette County. Mo., in 1845. lo 
1862 and 1863 he was a member of the Third Colorado 



Cavalry engaged in quelling Indian troubles on the plains. 
Mr. Bedford was with Colonel Cherington's command at 
Land Creek where the Indians were defeated with terrible 
slaughter. He subsequently embarked in the coal mining 
business for the Missouri Pacific Railroad Company in 
1880 at Rich Hill, Mo., and continued there as superin- 
tendent till 1882, when he resigned aud established a coal 
and real estate business in Omaha. He was elected to the 
city council in 1887 under the new charter, and served 
until January. 1890. Mr. Bedford is thoroughly identified 
with the best interests of the Gate City, whose commerce 
he is advancing with zeal and success. The telephone call 
of the office is 178. 
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E. BENEDICT. 

One of the most noted and successful contracters in 
Omaha is Mr. £. Benedict, whose .office is located at 604 
Paxton Block. Mr. Benedict, who is a thoroughly able 
and expert contractor and engineer, established this busi- 
ness in lb87 and has already executed many important con- 
tracts in the city and its vicinity. He carefully attends to 
the paving of streets and sidewalks in stone, granite, asphalt 
or concrete, also to the construction of sewers and grading 
in all branches. Mr. Benedict closely follows specifica- 
tions, and having large capital at command can always in- 
sure the speedy completion of all contracts let to him. He 
often employs one hundred men and his work is highly 
endorsed by civil engineers and experts, while his prices 
in all cases are extremely just and moderate, and be is now 
engaged in filling some important contracts. The follow- 
ing are Mr. Benedict's references as to ability and integrity, 
viz: Herman Kountze, president First National Bank; Frank 
Murphy. president Merchants* National Bank; A. Rosewater, 
city engineer; McCague Brothers, bankers; Judge £. S. 
Dundy, judge United States Court; Elmer D. Frank, clerk 
United States Court; Benry Bolln, city treasurer; J. W. Grif- 
fith, passenger agent U. P. Railway; G. W. Holdredge. man- 
ager B. & M Railway; G. M. Hitchcock, editor World- Her- 
ald; B. B. Wood, cashier Merchants* National Bank; W. J. 
Broatch, ex-mayor; H. W. Yates, president Nebraska 
National Bank; C. W. Hamilton, president United States 
National Bank; Dr. Geo. L. Miller, president Park Com- 
missioners; Barbef Asphalt Paving Company; P. W. Birk- 
hanser, chairman Board of Public Works; R. C. Cushing, 
ex-mayor. Mr. Benedict is a native of Illinois but has 
resided in Omaha several years. He is one of the pro- 
prietors of the Western Gravel Company, and is also con- 
nected with other enterprises in the city. 



LOUIS BRADFORD. 

One of the most successful and reliable wholesale and 
retail dealers in lumber in Omaha, is Mr. Louis Bradford. 
This extensive and prosperous business was established by 
W. J. Young & Co. several years ago, and eventually in 
1879, Mr. Louis Bradford became sole proprietor. He occu- 
pies spacious yards not only in Omaha, but also in Grand 
Island, Springfield, Chapman, Malmo, Schuyler, Plum 
Creek. Stromsburg. South Omaha. Weston and Platte 
Center, Nebraska. The premises occupied in Omaha cover 
a large amount of ground, and have excellent railway fa- 
cilities Here Mr. Bradford keeps a heavy stock of white 
and yellow pine, also shingles, lath, doors, sash and blinds, 
sidings, moldings, dimension lumber, posts, etc., which 
are offered to contractors at the lowest possible prices. He 
bandies several millions of feet of lumber yearly, and his 
trade extends throughout Nebraska. Iowa and the Western 
and Northwestern States. One hundred men and several 
teams are employed, and a specialty is made of car-load 
lots in which Mr. Bradford offers substantial inducements 
to dealers. He has superior connections in the best pro- 
ducing sections of the country, and guarantees complete 
satisfaction to patrons. Mr. Bradford is a native of 
Omaha. He is widely known in trade circles for his enter- 
prise, and the future prospects of his house are of the 
most favorable character. 



WOLFE ELECTRICAL COMPANY. 

The business of the Wolfe Electrical Company at 1614 
Capital avenue was established fifteen years ago by Mr. L. 
W. Wolfe & Co., who continued it until about two years 
ago, when the present style was adopted. The premises 
occupied are ^x75 feet in dimensions. Fifteen experi- 
enced men are employed in the installation of all kinds of 
electrical supplies, including isolated and city plants, 
electrical dynamos, motors, engines, batteries, annuncia- 



tors, alarm bells, speaking tubes, electrical specialties, etc. 
This concern has done the work in many of the leading 
public buildings and finest residences of Omaha, and has 
a high reputation for superior work. The trade of the 
company is with all sections of Nebraska, Iowa, Kansas, 
Missouri, South Dakota. Utah, Wyoming, Oregon and 
through to the coast, and even to far-off India and Siam. 
The firm just shipped a large lot of goods to the govern- 
ment of Siam to be used in building. The members of 
this firm are gentlemen of wide experience and high stand- 
ing. Mr. Wolfe is a native of New Jersey, and has re- 
sided in Omaha twenty-three years. 



J. T. WITHROW <& CO. 

Of the many stables in Omaha that of J. T. Withrow & 
Co., has an excellent reputation for the elegance and style 
of its equipages. It is located at 1807, 1809 and 1811 
Harney street, and was established in 1885 by Messrs. 
J. T. Withrow and George Stebbins. The premises con- 
sists of a two-story brick building 66x120 feet in dimen- 
sions. Fifteen to twenty horses are kept for livery pur- 
poses alone, together with a large stock of carriages, phae- 
tons, buggies, etc. Orders sent by telephcme No. 106, 
are carefully attended to. Upwards of a dozen assistants, 
all experienced in the management of horses, are constantly 
employed. Horses are also bought and sold on commis- 
sion. Mr. Withrow is a native of Ohio and Mr. Stebbins 
of Pennsylvania, and both have made Omaha their home 
for a number of years. 

DENTON <& VOGT. 

In the meat market of Denton & Vogt, at the northwest 
corner of Thirteenth and Chicago streets, are to be found 
at all times the freshest and choicest of meats. This mar- 
ket was established ten years ago by A. R. Kohr & Co. In 
1891 it passed into the hands of Smith & Co., the present 
firm taking possession in 1892. This store is 22x44 feet in 
dimension, and is elegantly fitted up with ash fixtures and 
marble-topped counters. It is cleanly and neatly kept and 
provided with all accessories in the way of cold storage. A 
fine, well-selected stock is constantly carried, including 
choice fresh beef, mutton, pork, veal, lard, sausage, and, in 
fact, all kinds of fresh and salt meats. The firm also deal 
in poultry, game and fish in season. They are attentive 
and courteous to customers, and are deserving of the large 
trade which they command. Mr. L. W. Denton resides in 
Waterloo, Neb , where he is engaged in the live stock busi- 
ness. Mr. Otto Vogt, under whose especial management 
the business is conducted, is a young man of good business 
qualities. He is a native of Denmark, but has made Omaha 
his home for some years. 

WILLIAM LOUDON. 

Mr. William Loudon, grain merchant, whose offices are 
located at 410 and 411 First National Bank Building, com- 
menced business several years ago in the south part of 
Nebraska on the Burlington railroad. Eventually in 1888 
he removed to Omaha, where he now represents a number 
of exporting and shipping houses East and South. His 
connections in the best producing sections of the country 
are of a superior character, while his facilities are in every 
respect strictly first-class, enabling him to promptly handle 
the largest consignments, advancing to any extent upon 
the same. A specialty is made of cargo and car-load lots 
This is strictly a cash business, and an extensive trade is 
conducted with local millers, dealers, etc. Mr. Loudon 
was bom in Ohio, but was brought up in Illinois. He is a 
popular member of the Chicago Board of Trade. Mr. 
Loudon is also a stockholder in the Omaha Hydraulic 
Press Brick Company, and is connected with several of the 
important industries. The telephone call of the office is 
1808. 
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AMERICAN FUEL COMPANY. 

To supply such a city as Omaha with fuel, gives oppor- 
tunity for the conducting of extensive business enterprise 
in this line. The leading concern handling fuel in Omaha 
and vicinity is the American Fuel Company, which has 
offices eligibly located at 215 South Fifteenth street, Boyd's 
Opera House. This company has been established three 
years and has had a very rapid development. They have 
extensive yards located along the line of the U. P. railroad, 
and also the B. & M. railroad, with switching facilities from 



both. These yards cover an area of from four to five 
acres and are so arranged as to afiford excellent facilities 
for handling all kinds of fuel in large quantities, having 
sheds for keeping coal well under cover. This company 
handles Anthracite and Bituminous coal, shipping and deal- 
ing in both kinds, both wholesale and retail. The hard 
coal is from the celebrated Scranton. Penn., district, 
and the Delaware and Lackawanna. Soft coal from Iowa, 
Missouri and Illinois is handled in large quantities for fac- 
tory and other uses. The business of this company has 
grown very rapidly so that they now have the largest trade 
of the kind in this section. They supply the leading 
merchants, manufacturers and business houses of the city, 
while the shipping trade is growing constantly. Twenty 
persons are employed and twelve teams are utilized for 
delivery purposes. The tnanager is Mr. John F. Day, 
a native of Cleveland, Ohio, who has resided in Omaha 
a number of years. He was formerly connected with the 
Pacific Express Company and is well and most popularly 
known in this city. 



JACKSON, HIGQINS A CO. 

A firm in every way representative of the best methods 
whose transactions have placed it in the van of the trade, 
is that of Messrs. Jackson. Higgins & Co., commission 
salesmen, of cattle, sheep and hogs, whose office is 
situated at Room 15 Exchange Building, Union Stock 
Yards. This flour^hing business was established five 
years ago by Messrs. Lamer & Malley. who were sue. 
ceeded by Jackson, Malley & Co. Eventually, Febru- 
ary, 1891, the present firm assumed control, the co- 
partners being Messrs. Alma Jackson, Wm. A. Higgins 
and W. T. Gibson. They promptly handle the largest 
consignments of cattle, hogs and sheep, and possess con- 
nections of a very superior character, while they number 



among their permanent customers many of the leading 
shippers and buyers of the Southwest, West and North- 
west. Messrs. Jackson, Higgins & Co., request all feeders 
and shippers of cattle, hogs and sheep to communicate 
with them, and they will keep them fully posted on the 
market, and furnish free prices of stock by circular or 
letter. Mr Jackson is the cattle salesman. Mr. Gibson the 
hog salesman, while Mr. Higgins manages the office. They 
ship largely to Chicago, and are represented there by 
Messrs. Gregory, Cooley & Co. The partners are popular 
members of the Omaha Live Stock Exchange, and are 
^ highly esteemed in 

trade circles for their 
promptness and ster- 
ling integrity. They 
handle ninety car-loads 
of stock weekly, and 
refer by permission to 
the Union Stock Yards 
National Bank. South 
Omaha, South Omaha 
National Bank, Ne- 
braska National Bank. 
Omaha, Neb. , First 
National Bank. Lin- 
coln. Neb., Nebraska 
City National Bank, 
Nebraska City, Neb., 
First National Bank, 
Corning, Iowa. First 
National Bank. Den* 
ver. Colo. , Stock Grow- 
ers' National Bank, 
Cheyenne, Wyo , and 
t h e First National 
Bank, Lu Verne, Minn. 
One of the specialties 
of the house is the 
buying of feeders for their customers, and are prepared 
to furnish feeders on time to good responsible parties 
until ready for market. 
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WOLF BROTHERS dk CO- 
The leading representative house for the manufacture of 
tents and awnings, etc., in this city is that of Wolf Bros. & 
Co.. and their factory and store is located at 708 South 
Sixteenth Street, telephone 604. This house has been in 
successful operation for the past two years, and controls a 
vast trade, having had eight years experience in the various 
articles of its manufacture. These briefly comprise tents, 
awnings, paulins and covers of all kinds, besides flags, 
banners, streamers and oiled goods. The firm is composed 
of Mr. Al. Wolf, who takes the able part of manager and is 
a member of the Ancient Order of United Workmen, Mr. 
Frank G. Wolf, the traveling salesman, and Mrs. Paulina 
Wykert controls the sewing department. All the members 
of the firm are natives of Illinois, and are thoroughly 
practical in every detail of their trade. Their premises 
occupy two floors, 20x60 feet in area, and the firm employs 
eighteen to twenty-five hands. Their trade is rapidly increas- 
ing in its scope, and the territory covered by them includes 
Nebraska, Minnesota, Colorado. Wyoming, Illinois. Mis- 
souri, Kansas, Iowa and the Dakotas. They carry a very 
heavy stock of ducks and canvasses of all weights and pat- 
terns, flags and hose covers, and make awnings to measure 
in any quantity on short notice. They also rent dancing 
covers and sidewalk canopies. Lawn and camping tents are 
also made to order and carried in stock. Particular atten- 
tion is given to the manufacture of silk flags, and cots and 
camp stools are for sale or to rent, and banners made to 
any special design. The universal satisfaction given by 
this concern in the various lines which they manufacture 
is the foundation of the marked success which it has met 
with since its inception. 
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NEW ENGLAND FURNITURE COMPANY. 

The foundation of this prosperous business dates from 
1888 and ts ably directed by Mr. H. W. Hedgcock and Mr. 
F. C. Pershing, the enterprising proprietors. These 
gen'lemen commenoed business operations at 710 to 712 
North Sixteenth street and recently removed to the 
spacious, commodious premises now occupied at 1815 
D luglas street. The store has a front of 25 and a depth 
of 1:^0 feet. The firm carries a full hoe of new and second- 
hand household goods. The new goods are kept entirely 
separate from the second-hand salesrooms and comprise 
elegant, richly upholstered parlor and bedroom suits, din- 
ing-room, hall and kitchen furniture of every description, 
also splendid carpets, stoves of all kinds, tinware, crockery, 
glassware and household furnishings. In the second-hand 
deptartment there is also a large and varied assortment of 
goods, fully equal in every respect to the new, which are 
sold at less than half price. All goods are sold for cash or 
on easy payments. Special inducements are offered par- 
ties having second-hand furniture, stoves, carpets, etc., to 
exchange for new goods, and a special business is made of 
buying the entire outfit of households. The firm are man- 
ufacturers of the Household Kitchen Cabinet which was 
designed and patented Dec. 18, 1888, by Mr. F. C. Persh- 
ing. It is a cjmbination of table, flour chest, bread and 
pie board and receptacle for spices, coffee, tea, baking 
powder, etc. Mr. Hedgcock is a native of England, and 
Mr. Pershing of North Dakota. The former has resided 
in Omaha five and the latter four years. Ten clerks and 
assistants are employed about the premises and every care 
and attention is paid to customers. 



PULLMAN HOUSE. 

A popular resort for travelers visiting Omaha, and the 
citizens, is the Pullman House, which was opened in Au- 
gust. Ib90, by Mrs. O. S. Horn, and has ever since been 
under her control. The building, a new one, is substan- 
tially constructed 60x100 feet in dimensions and three 
stories high. It contains thirty-four sleeping rooms and 
throughout is admirably lighted, ventilated, and hand- 
somely and attractively furnished. The plumbing is per- 
fect, and among the conveniences are electric bells, bath 
rooms, steam heat, etc. The dining-room is one of the 
features of this admirably conduct^ house. It is quite 
spacious and kept scmpulonsly neat and clean. The table 
is bountifully supplied with the substantials and luxuries 
when in season, and a staff of help ten in number promptly 
look after .the wants of' guests. The house is con- 
ducted on the American plan. The rates are $1.60 per 
day and special terms are made by the week or month. 
Mrs. Horn is a practical business woman, experienced 
landlady and carefully looks after all departments of the 
house. The patronage comes from the best class of people 
and in all respects the house is one of the best conducted 
in the city, affording every convenience of modern hotel 
life at reasonable prices. The location of the Pullman 
House, at 1808 to 1810 Dodge street, is very central and 
desirable, being convenient to the business section of the 
city, public buildings, post office and all places of interest 
can be reached by horse cars. Mrs. Horn is from New 
York and has resided in Omaha since 1888. 



ED. BAUMLEY. 

One of the best equipped livery, sale and boarding 
stables in Omaha is that of Mr. Edward Baumley It is 
known as the St. Mary's Avenue Stable, and occupies the 
northwest corner of St. Mary's avenue and Seventeenth 
street. The building is 40x113 feet in area with supe- 
rior accomodations for fifty horses. The sanitary condi- 
tions are perfect and careful hostlers alwajrs in attendance. 
The office is connected by telephone with all parts of the 
city and orders receive immediate attention. Carriages 



and coaches are furnished at all hours at reasonable rates. 
In the boarding department Mr. Brumley has in his care 
twenty-five valuable horses belonging to the citizens, and 
gives his personal attention to looking after their welfare. 
He is a thorough judge of the qualities and points of 
horses, and makes sales, purchases and exchanges on order, 
guaranteeing the best satisfaction to all concerned. The 
stables were first opened thirteen years ago by Mr. C. E. 
Main, subsequently came under the control of Mr. G. W. 
Dillrand and in 1886 Mr. Baumley bought him out, made 
many needed improvement? and very materially extended 
the business. Mr. Baumley is a young man, a native of 
Nebraska and has resided in Omaha since 1885. He is 
experienced and practical, sustains a high reputation and 
is well known and deservedly esteemed in this community. 
He is a popular member of Ihe Woodmen of the World. 



THE WESTGATE COMPANY. 
A commission firm which is fast coming into prominence 
in the business world of Omaha is that of The Westgate Com- 
pany at 1310 Howard street. The firm was organized in De- 
cember. 1891. They occupy the ground floor which is 25x100 
feet and admirably fitted for the handling of a large general 
commission business. The firm makes a specialty of re- 
ceiving large quantities of country produce, hay, grain, oats, 
feed, etc., on consignment. They refer with permission to 
the Merrick County Bank of Clarks. Neb., the Omaha 
National Bank and to several well-known firms and business 
men. They make advances on consignments and make a 
specialty of prompt remittances. Mr. S. H. Westgate, 
the senior member of the firm was born in Michigan and 
came to Nebraska several years ago. He resides at Clarks. 
His brother Mr. R. E. Westgate was also bom in Michigan 
and has been a resident of Omaha for the last twenty-three 
years. He is a prominent member of the order of Modem 
Woodmen of America. Mr. J. M. Bates was born in New 
York, and has resided in Omaha for the past twelve years. 



JOHNSON BROTHERS. 
The business of Messrs. Johnson Brothers, the well- 
known retail grocers is at the comer of Park avenue and 
Levenworth street. The business was inaugurated in 
February, 1891. The store has an area of 18x80 feet and 
is tastefully and appropriately fitted up and arranged. A 
very heavy stock of staple and fancy groceries oi every 
description is at all times carried, together with an abun- 
dant supply of country produce, fruits in season and all 
manner of family provisions. The house supplies a first- 
class family trade. The Messers. Johnson, C. J. and E. T., 
are young and energetic men, natives of Iowa, and have 
resided in Omaha for the past seven years. Mr. C. J. John- 
son is an I. O. O. F., and Mr. E. T. Johnson a F. & A. M. 



TAGGART <& CO. 

This gentleman was formerly a member of the firm of 
Taggart & Taggart established in 1886, and subsequently of 
Taggart & Shaughnessey, and in 1889 succeeded to the busi- 
ness which he has since conducted under the present name 
and style with gratifying success. He is centrally located 
at 207 North Sixteenth street, where he keeps in stock a 
complete assortment of everything comprehended in fu- 
neral requisites. Several competent assistants are employed 
and calls are attended to at all hours of the day and night. 
Mr. Taggart takes full charge of funerals: he is careful and 
considerate and unremitting in his attentions to render the 
best satisfaction to bereaved relatives and friends, while his 
prices are extremely moderate. Mr. Taggart is a native of 
Ohio, came West in 1878, locating in Nebraska, and in 1881 
settled in Omaha. He is a reliable concientious business 
man and very popular. He is a graduate of Clark's School 
for Embalming and a complete master of the art, his splendid 
work in this direction being highly commended. 
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I THE COLLINS GUN COMPANY. 

A reliable firm in Omaha is the Collins Gun Company, 
whose offices and salesrooms are located at 1312 Douglas 
street. This business was established fifteen years ago by 
Mr. J. S. Collins, who conducted it till 1888 when Mr. F. S. 
Parmalee became sole proprietor, and is now carrying it 
on under its old title. He occupies a spacious ground 
floor and basement, each being 25x120 feet in area, fully 
equipped with every convenience. Here he keeps a choice 
stock of guns, rifles and revolvers of the most famous 
American and European manufactures, fishing tackle, an- 
gler's outfits, camp furniture, hammocks, cutlery, bicycles, 
base ball goods, dumb bells, Indian clubs, gymnastic sup- 
plies, croquet and lawn tennis outfits and all kinds of gen- 
eral sporting articles. All goods are of the best possible 
quality and finish and are offered at extremely low prices. 
Mr. Parmalee is distributing agent for Messrs. A. G. 
Spalding & Bro., and also for the famous Hercules Powders 
and high explosives. Orders are carefully filled and the 
wholesale trade now extends throughout Nebraska, Iowa, 
Colorado, Wyoming, Idaho and other Western states. 
Mr. Parmalee employs seven clerks, assistants, etc , and has 
several traveling sale^smen on the road. He is a native of 
Omaha and is widely known for his enterprise an4 strict 
integrity. Mr. Parmalee issues a superior illustrated 
catalogue, which is forwarded promptly upon application. 



CARPENTER PAPER COMPANY 

A representative concern in Omaha is the Carpenter 
Paper Company, whose offices and salesrooms are located 
at 1120 Howard street. It was incorporated in 1889 under 
the laws of Nebraska, with an authorized capital of $75,000, 
and its trade extends throughout Nebraska. Iowa, Kansas, 
Wyoming, Dakota. Colorado and West to the Pacific Coast. 
The following are the officers: Isaac W. Carpenter, pres- 
ident; Jas. A. Carpenter, vice-president; J. Frank Car- 
penter, secretary; C. L. Carpenter, treasurer. The prem- 
ises occupied comprise a spacious four-story and basement 
brick building 30x125 feet in area, fully supplied with every 
convenience. Here they keep a heavy and carefully selected 
stock of books, newspapers, note, letter, wrapping and ma- 
nilla papers, cardboard and strawboard. which are offered to 
the trade at lowest possible prices. They represent several 
of the leading paper mills in the East, and are thus enabled 
to offer substantial advantages to patrons. Orders are care- 
fully and promptly filled. They handle only medium and 
first-class paper and ship large orders when required direct 
from the mills. The officers, with the exception of the 
treasurer. C. L. Carpenter, who was born in New York 
State, were all born in Illinois, but have resided in Omaha 
during the last five years. This house is commended to 
paper buyers, etc., as one capable of meeting all the require- 
ments of the trade, and those patronizing it will secure ad- 
vantages very difficult to be duplicated elsewhere in the 
West. 

AMERICAN WRINGER COMPANY. 

An institution which has been established in Omaha for 
several years and which has been of incalculable benefit to 
ihe poor and persons of moderate means, is the American 
Wringer Company. This corporation is organized under 
the laws of New York and has its main office in New York 
City, with branch offices in all parts of the country. The 
Omaha house has been established for the last eight years. 
It was formerly known as the Metropolitan Manufacturing 
Company of New York, but in 1891 it was changed to the 
American Wringer Company. The office is located at 1609 
Howard street, where it occupies the ground floor and 
basement 22x60 feet. The business is under the manage- 
ment of John G. McNeal. who has been connected with the 
company for the last twelve years. He keeps in stock a 



full line of Seth Thomas clocks, wringers, chain lamps, 
rugs, curtains, albums and house furnishings of all de- 
scriptions. These goods are sold on the installment plan, a 
payment of twenty-five cents a week being received on 
purchases of $9 or less Ten salesmen are employed. Mr. 
McN^l is a native of Ohio and has been in Omaha seven 
years. He is a member of the A. O. U. W. 



JAMES F. MORTON. 

One of the best known and most highly respected real 
estate dealers of vOmaha is Mr. James F. Morton, who has 
been established since 1867. He is thoroughly familiar 
with values in every section of the city and suburbs, and has 
unusual facilities for handling any property committed to 
his care. He has been a practising attoniey-at-law. giving 
especial attention to real estate law, twenty-four years and 
has been most successful in all of his efforts. He buys 
and sells on commission, farms, farming lands and city 
property of all kinds, both business and residence. Rents 
are collected promptly, titles examined, taxes {>aid, ab- 
stracts and conveyances drawn, acknowledgements taken, 
loans negotiated, etc. Mr. Morton makes a specialty of 
subdivisions, handling lots in West Omaha and also in 
Griffin & Smith's subdivision. He has one hundred lots 
in Hanscom Park, which may be leased at $26 per annum. 
Many of the best known citizens of this citv are the clients 
of Mr. Morton, and his patronage is at all times very large. 
He is a native of Cincinnati. Ohio, and has resided in 
Omaha since 1867, and is held in the highest esteem in 
social and financial circles. 



S. A. COLLINS. 

Mr. Collins is a native of Vermont, who came to Omaha 
seven years ago. He embarked in the present enterprise 
about SIX and one-half years ago and has had commendable 
success. His stables are located at 2106-2110-2112 Cum- 
ing street, where he has a large two-story building 44x182 
feet in dimensions, with a carriage house 22x182 feet. The 
stables have accommodation for eighty horses, of which 
forty-four are kept for hire. An auxiliary stable is 
maintained on Izard street, which has also ample accom- 
modations. The stock of rigs comprise every variety of 
vehicle, which are let at moderate prices, and an immense 
business is done. Mr. Collins is very popular and is one of 
the most courteous and agreeable business men in the city, 
having hosts of friends who hold him in the highest pos- 
sible esteem. 

HAYWARD BROS. 

One of the largest and most popular shoe houses in 
Omaha is that of Hay ward Bros., located at 1515 Douglas 
street, where they occupy the ground floor and basement 
of a building 22x182 feet. This firm employs five salesmen 
and their customers are sure of polite and courteous treat- 
ment, while their wants are supplied from the full line of 
fine foot-wear which Hayward Bros, always keep on hand. 
This popular house was established at Vinton, Iowa, in 1880. 
but in 1886 the present store was opened. The firm is 
composed of J. W.. Charles S., and Ed. Hajrward. energetic 
wide-awake men. who thoroughly understand their business. 
These gentlemen were born at West Acton, Mass. Mr. 
Charles S. Hayward, the managing 'partner, is connected 
with several social orders in which he occupies a high 
standing. Their beautiful store is well lighted with incan- 
descent light. Their trade, which is very large, is 
local and they handle none but the best makes, such 
as Johnson & Murphy's. A. £. Nettleton & Co.'s 
shoes of Syracuse, N. Y.. also John Forkins & 
Co., J. & .T. Cousins, as well as choice selections from 
other leading lines of foot-wear. They are doing a large mail 
order business and parties from out of the city can rely on 
having their wants supplied promptly and satisfactorily. 
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WHE£LCR & WHEELCI^ 

ODB COIFiHES. 

ROYAL of Liverpool. 

IMPERIAL of London. 

PHENIX of New York. 

PENNSYLVANIA of Phila 

COMMERCIAL UNION of London. 

GERMAN AMERICAN of New York. 

GRANITE STATE of New Hamp»hir«. 

FIDELITY & CASUALTY of New York, 

CRBl&MTON BLOCK, DOUGLAS AND 18TA STS. 

OLD RELIABLE iNSURANCE AGENCY. 

Oa«e Kstablished 1861. TEIiSPHONE 186. 

The leading firm in this city in the insurance business 
is that of Wheeler & Wheeler, whose elegant offices are 
located in the Creighton Block, corner of Douglas and 
Fifteenth streets. This business was originally established 
by Mr. G. McCoon about thirty years ago. and was pur- 
chased by Mr. D. H. Wheeler, Jr., eight years ago. A year 
later Mr. D. H. Wheeler, Sr., entered the firm. These 
gentlemen are active and progressive business men who 
bring large experience and ability to bear in achieving the 
most satisfactory results. The companies represented by 
them are the leading ones in the business, among them 
being the Royal of London, the Phenix, Imperial, Granite 
State, Pennsylvania, German-American, Commercial 
Union and the Fidelity and Casualty. The Messrs. 
Wheeler are weU known and highly respected in Omaha. 
Mr. Wheeler, senior, is a native of Michifzan, who has 
resided thirty-six years in Nebraska, eight of which have 
been spent in Omaha; he has served in the city council 
and is very popular. The son is well known in leading 
commercial, financial and social circles. 



tern and design. The sets are 
mounted with a variety of stones, 
suct^ as rubies, diamonds, emer- 
alds and pearls, also in the Byzan- 
tine style of enameled painting, 
some being elegantly engraved and 
chased. All goods are of the finest 
quality and are warranted, while in 
style and finish they are unexcelled. 
A specialty is made of jewelry repair- 
ing. Diamond setting and all kinds 
of work is done at reasonable prices. 
Four workmen, expert in the various 
departments are employed, and we 
take pleasure in calling the atten- 
tion of the public to the fact that 
we select Mr. Jacobson to represent 
this section oi the city in our re- 
view. He is located on the third 
OMAHA. Nebraslok floor of the building at 1515 Doug- 
las street. Magnificent specimens of fine workman- 
ship are turned out here and in skill, taste and enter- 
prise Mr. Jacobson has no superiors. He was born in 
Sweden and came to the United States in 1882, and three 
years later settled in Omaha, where he is well and favor- 
ably known as an upright business man. 



MOUNT & GRIFFIN. 



H, E COLE. 



One of the best known among the prominent brokers and 
real estate dealers in the city is Mr. H. £. Cole, who has 
been thus employed for the past eight years. He handles 
and deals in acre and subdivision property, building lots, 
farms and all kinds of improved and vacant real estate in 
the city, suburbs and throughout the state, also exchanges 
city and country realty, leases and rents houses and lands, 
collects rentals and places insurance in any of the reliable, 
stanch American and European companies. Mr. Cole 
has a large acquaintance in financial circles and is enabled 
to obtain loans on bond and mortgage and first-class collateral 
at the lowest rates. He also takes charge of estates and 
manages property for non-resident owners, secures tenants, 
pays taxesand gives his personal attention to all branches 
of the business. Among the fire insurance companies rep- 
resented by Mr. Cole are the Sun of San Francisco, and 
the North-Biitish and Mercantile. Mr. Cole is a native of 
Bushnell, 111., where he was in the banking house of 
James Cole & Co. He is located in the Continental Build- 
ing, occupying suit 6, and is well prepared and equipped to 
carry through to a successful issue all real estate business 
placed in his hands. 



A prominent house in this steadily growing business is that 
of Messrs. Mount & Griffin, wholesale and retail dealers ih 
coal, coke and wood, whose office is situated at 213 South 
Fourteenth street, with yards at Thirteenth and Nicholas 
streets. Messrs. D. T. Mount and J. H. Griffin established 
this business in 1888, and their trade now covers all parts 
of Nebraska and Iowa. They handle all the leading brands 
of anthracite and bituminous coal, and also deal largely in 
first-class coke and kindling wood Their coal is guaranteed 
to maintain in every respect the highest standard of 
excellence and comes from some of the finest collieries in 
the United States. Orders for a ton or a car load lot are 
promptly filled at the lowest ruling market prices, while 
full weight is always given. They also conduct an extensive 
street sprinkling business, which was established by them in 
1882. They employ thirty men and utilize twenty horses and 
the telephone call of the office is 402, and of the yards 580. 
Mr. Mount was born in Tennessee, but has resided in 
Omaha about thirty years. whileMr. Griffin is a native of Iowa. 
Mr. Griffin is at present a resident of Salt Lake City, where 
he is engaged in the sprinkling and coal trade. The firm 
also manufacture the celebrated patent Dip Bundle Kindling 
Wood. The Salt Lake sprinkling plant is the largest in the 
United States for a city of the same size and also of a great 
many much larger cities. No less than twenty-five sprinklers 
are in daily use, representing an output of not less than 
$80,000. 



JACOB L. JACOBSON. 

Mr. Jacob L. Jacobson has been in the jewelry business 
In this city since 1890 and has been much more than or- 
dinarily successful. The products of the house consist of 
a general line of diamond studs, scarf pins and rings, lace 
pins, ear drops, sets, diamond setting, repairing, mono- 
grams, etc., made in almost every conceivable pat- 



JOE SONNENBERQ. 

Mr. Sonnenberg began business in this city seven years 
ago. He occupies splendid quarters at 1905 Douglas street, 
where a splendid three-story brick building 25x78 feet in 
dimensions is used for business purposes. It is elegantly 
fitted up, having large plate glass windows, beautiful show 
cases, and hard wood fixtures. A full supply of the most 
elegant goods is carried, consisting of fine diamonds of 
great purity and brilliancy, precious stones of all kinds, 
beautiful jewelry, watches, clocks, ornaments,, bric-a-brac, 
etc., all selected with the greatest care and being of great 
intrinsic value. Mr. Sonnenberg makes liberal advances 
on collateral, repairs fine jewelry, sets diamonds and 
other precious stones. He employs four assistants and is 
favored with the patronage of the leading citizens. Mr. 
Sonnenberg is a native of Germany and has resided in 
Omaha some years. 
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'ALFRED SCHROTER. 

The profession of the pharmacist is ably represented in 
Omaha by Mr. Alfred Schroter. He is a native of Ger- 
many and a graduate of one of the most celebrated colleges 
in that country. In 1869 he settled in this city and has ever 
since been actively engaged compounding and dispensing 
medicines. He has been located in the premises at the 
southeast corner of Sixteenth and Famam streets. Mr. 
Schroter is a regular licentiate of tha Nebraska State 
Board of Pharmacy, and widely known and popular. The 
store is 25x40 feet in area. The prescription department 
which is the special feature of the establishment receives 
strict supervision, and physicians prescriptions and family 
receipts are compounded with that skill, C2(re and accuracy 
necessary and essential in this branch. A full stock of 
drugs, chemicals and family medicines is always carried, 
also pharmaceuticals, tinctures, extracts, toilet articles in 
great variety, surgical appliances, perfumery, druggists 
sundries, etc. Mr. Schroter makes a specialty of choice 
candies made from pure cane sugar ; also imported and 
domestic cigars and is doing a splendid business. 



J. M. SIRPLESS. 

This business was established five years ago by Mr. ]. 
M. Giddeon, the present proprietor succeeding in April, 
1891. Located at the southeast corner of Thirteenth and 
Douglas streets the establishment is well equipped with a 
complete outfit of presses and type, while experienced 
hands are given employment. - Previous to this venture Mr. 
Sirpless was connected with the Omaha Printing Company. 
A specialty is made of fine job and commercial work, law 
briefs, etc., also calendars, invitations, programmes, cards, 
circulars, tags, statements, envelopes, posters, dodgers, 
menus and hotel work. Since the present proprietor has had 
charge of the business, he has made many improvements 
and increased the facilities and is constantly introducing 
new hand&ome designs for invitations, ball programmes, 
etc. His prices are very moderate and orders are filled 
promptly, telephone service No. 1069 being provided. Mr. 
Sirpless was born in Vermillion County. III., and has been 
a resident of Omaha eight years where he is well and 
favorably known. He is a member of Typographical 
Union No. 190, the I. O. O. F. and Noble Grand of Good- 
ridge Lodge 144. 

SHOOK, PATTERSON <& CO. 

One of the largest wholesale jewelry houses on the Mis- 
souri River is that conducted by Shook, Patterson & Co. , 
at 1518 and 1515 Douglas street. The business was estab- 
lished in the year 1887 by C. J. Shook and J. A. Patterson, 
and they are still the proprietors of the business. They 
handle all styles and makes of Wadsworth gold-filled cases, 
Waltham, Aurora. Springfield, Elgin and Nassau watch 
movements; the E. Ingraham clocks, also a complete 
line of chains, charms, jewelry and spectacles. They are 
the special agents for a number of Eastern manufacturers, 
and do a large and increasing business each year. This 
necessitates their carrying an exceedingly large stock and 
enables them to execute an order for almost any kind of 
goods on the shortest notice. They occupy three large 
front rooms on the second floor of the building at the 
above number. These are elegantly fitted up for a proper 
display of their goods and for the entertainment of their 
customers. A large fire and burglar proof vault assumes 
the guardianships over their valuables when they are away. 
They employ four salesmen in the store and two traveling 
men, and their trade extends from the Missouri River to 
the Pacific Ocean. Mr. Shook, the senior partner, was 
born in Ohio and came to Omaha several years ago. Mr. 
Patterson was born in Pennsylvania and has been in 
Omaha four years. 



ED. F. PICKERING. 

One of the most ingenious among the skilled artizans in 
Omaha is Mr. Edward F. Pickering, the expert locksmith, 
who is located in the basement of the Union National 
Bank Building, 105 South Sixteenth street. Mr. Pickering 
who was born in Indiana, came to Omaha in 1887, and 
February 1, 1891, succeeded to the business that had been 
established and carried on by the Omaha Rubber Stamp 
Company for a period of seven years previously. He is one 
of the best known locksmiths in the West, and gives his per- 
sonal attention to fitting and repairing locks of all kindsl 
He also attends to bell hanging, and recovering and re- 
pairing umbrellas. A very important and special branch 
of his business is manufacturing rubber stamps, stencil 
cuttmg and furnishing burning brands, notaries and cor- 
poration seals, hotel and baggage checks of which he keeps 
a full supply in stock, also inks, pads and stencils and 
everything that belongs to this branch of his business. 
Orders receive prompt fulfillment, and all work is executed 
in the best manner at the very lowest prices. Telephone 
call 1538. Mr. Pickering employs several competent 
assistants and is doing a first-class.' substantial business. 



BURESH <& CO. 

The foundation of this now flourishing establishment 
dates from 1886, when Messrs. Buresh, Lejoveky & Co. 
commenced business operations and continued until 1889, at 
which time the firm was dissolved and the present one suc- 
ceeded to the entire control. The business was for a year 
at 520 South Thirteenth street when a removal was made 
to the centrally located premises now occupied at 618 on 
the same street. These have an area of ^2x80 feet, and 
are arranged with an especial adaptability for all purposes 
of the business. An extensive stock is carried, embracing 
everything in the line of builder's hardware, shelf goods, 
mechanic's, farm and garden tools, nails, locksmith and 
bell hanger's supplies, stoves, ranges, etc.. including the 
popular "Gold Coin" heaters, ranges and stoves, also oil 
and gas stoves, tinware, fine cutlery and everything in the 
line of house furnishing goods. The house is one of the 
best known in the hardware and house furnishing goods 
trade in the city, and is well patronized by a first-class 
custom. Mr. W. Buresh is a native of Bohemia. He 
jcame to this country in 1864. and for some time was en- 
gaged in business in Iowa City and Cedar Rapids. Iowa, 
prior to locating here. He is a member of the order of 
Odd Fellows. Mr. B. Lejoveky. his partner, was born in 
Iowa. He is a member of the Knights of Pythias. 



HUTCHINSON A WEAD. 

One of the most active real estate and property exchan- 
ges in Omaha is that conducted by the well-known firm of 
Hutchinson & Wead. composed of C. D. Hutchinson and F. 
D. Wead. Their office is situated in room three on the 
second floor of the building at the northeast comer of Six- 
teenth and Douglas streets. The business ws^ established 
by them in the year 1887, and they at once took a leading 
rank as bold but conservative operators in real estate. 
They have built up a large and profitable trade, making a 
specialty of first mortgage loans for local and Eastern 
capital. Their intimate knowledge of conditions and men 
enable them to place loans on a correct valuation. The 
firm also does quite an extensive insurance business, being 
the representatives of the well-known North British Mer- 
cantile Insurance Company of England. Rents are col- 
lected for residents and non-residents, and property is man- 
aged by them. They buy, sell and exchange city and 
farm property and merchandise. Both gentlemen are 
members in good standing of the Real Estate Exchange. 
Mr. Hutchinson was born in the State of New York, and 
has been in Omaha seven years. Mr. Wead was bom in 
Wisconsin and has lived here the same length of time. 



Digitized by 



Google 



' jqSiD - 



JYIRONS 



145> 



OMAHA MILLING COMPANY. 

The importance of the milliDg interests of Omaha can- 
not be overestimated, and the possession by the city of 
such a magnificent plant as that of the Omaha Milling 
Company, gives the supremacy in the manufacture of the 
finest flour. The cencern was established four years ago 
under the title of the Omaha Milling and Elevator Com- 
pany, and was duly reorganized under the existing title in 
1889. with an authorized capital of $100,000. and a plant 
second to none in the United States for efl&ciency. The 
mill is a very substantial brick structure, especially 
planned, built and owned by the company, desirably lo- 
cated on Sixteenth street, and extending through to rail- 



of the country, and the trade of the house extends through- 
out Nebraska. Iowa, Kansas and the adjacent states, and a 
large local wholesale trade is also supplied. Mr. Leslie is 
likewise a jobber of pure maple sugar and syrup, add is 
the sole agent in Omaha for the famoi^ Ewing Creamery 
Butter, which has no superior in the market. Liberal ad- 
vances are made when required on consignments of produce, 
while prompt sales and immediate returns are guaranteed. 
Mr. Leslie is a native of Ohio. He is an honorable, enter- 
prising and able business man, and is one of the most pop- 
ular and esteemed Freemasons in the state. Mr. Leslie 
refers by permission to the United States National Bank, 
Omaha, and also to Bradstreet's Agency. The telephone 
call of the office is 515. 



road track. Here it is five stories in height, while the 
handsome front on Sixteenth street is three stories high. 
In the rear are perfect railroad facilities for receiving grain 
and shipping flour. The building cost $16,000, while the 
outfit cost $-^8,000. The full Allis Patent Roller System 
has been introduced here. Experts pronounce it the best 
in the world, for the manufacture of pure, highest grade 
flours, and unquestionably this company's brands of spring 
wheat flours have no rival in the West. The mill is run 
by a fine 200 horse- power engine, and affords steady 
employment to a full corps of hands, having a ca- 
pacity of 400 barrels daily. Selected hard wheat is 
solely milled here, and the result is seen in such 
Super X patent flours as their "Reliance" and "Invincible, " 
which are unequalled, and command the patronage of the 
most critical. Mr. J. N. Paul, the president, resides 
in St. Paul. Neb., and is a prominent and respected mem- 
ber of the bar, who has faithfully served as judge and also 
as state senator, while earlier in life he was one of the 
' best known surgeons in the state. He has the valued sup- 
port of Mr. C. T. Bondinot. vice-president, and Mr. Aaron 
Chadwick as secretary and treasurer, the two last named 
being the managing directors Thus the company is in 
every respect qualified to permanently maintain the lead 
in its line, and secure to Omaha the model milling plant of 
the West. 



L. M. LESLIE. 

The enterprise of Mr. L. M. Leslie, 1015 Howard street, 
in the commission business of Omaha is a prominent one, 
and deserving of special mention in this review of the city. 
The business was established three years ago by Messrs. 
Leslie Brothers who conducted it till 1890, when Mr. L. M. 
Leslie became sole proprietor. He occupies two spacious 
floors and a basement each being 25x140 feet in area, fully 
equipped with every convenience and facility. Here is 
always kept a heavy and choice stock of fruit, butter, eggs, 
poultry, game and other country produce, which are offered 
to customers at the lowest ruling market prices, Consign- 
ments are daily received from the best producing sections 



J. L. BLACK. 

The excellent manner in which Omaha has been planned 
and surveyed reflects the highest credit upon the superior 
corps of engineers who have loaned their individuality and 
ability to the upbuilding of this great city. Among these, 
none are better or more favorably kno^yn than Mr. }. L. 
Black, civil engineer and surveyor. Mr. Black has oeea 
established in this city for the past seven years, and has 
built up a highly representative patronage. He occupies 
elegant offices in the Bee Building, and two clerks are 
given constant employment. Mr. Black confines himself 
mostly to city work, and makes surveys, superintends the 
planning and construction of all kinds of engineering work, 
furnishes maps, plats, tracings, blue prints, etc., and does, 
in fact, a general engineering and surveying business. He* 
surveyed for the great New York Life Building, the new 
Post Office, Halcyon Heights addition, and located the ma- 
chinery for the city of Omaha railroad Mr. Black is a 
native of Wilkesbarre, Pa., and has resided In Omaha 
eleven years. As a professional and business leader, he is 
an acknowledged representative. 



W. A. WATSON. 

That horse shoeing has grown to be an art is fully demote 
strated in the mammoth establishment of W. A. Watson, 
1418 and 1415 Harney street, who has after years of practical 
experience combined with sound judgment built for himself 
a name that is known to all horsemen from New York to 
California. Mr. Watson was born in Terre Haute, Ind., 
and has been engaged in horse shoeing for twenty years. 
He came to Omaha in 1884 and commenced business under 
the name of Watson Brothers. In 1888 Mr. Watson 
assumed entire control and is to-day at the head of the 
largest and best equipped horse shoeing establishment in 
the city, and ranks second to none in the country. He 
keeps constantly on hand hand-made shoes and never uses 
machine-made shoes. Mr. Watson does business legiti- 
mately, consequently his patronage is first-class and his 
customers are people who want good work and are willing 
to pay 100 cents on the dollar for same. At the time the 
eight hour system was agitated Mr. Watson was the first 
to concede to the demand of the union, and pays his help 
more than any other shop and consequently has the best 
of help only. There are five brothers working under him, 
six brothers, which is a rare thing, working for each others' 
interest. Mr. Watson is a very painstaking workmen and 
bis effort is to please his patrons. His shop is 44x150 feet 
in size, contains four forges, and eight practical workmen are 
employed who are under the supervision of Mr. Watson 
which gives assurance of first-class work to perfection. 
That his skill is appreciated is shown by the fact that he 
does a business of $2,500 per month. He belongs to the 
A. O. U. W., and has a large circle of friends. Horses 
called for and delivered to all parts of the city. Teler 
phone 1084. 
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WM. VOM WEG. 

A very prosperous and enterprising grocery is that con- 
ducted by Wm. Vom Weg at Twenty-second and Leaven- 
worth streets. This house was established six years ago by 
Wm. Vom Weg. who occupies the first floor and basement 
of a two-story brick building. This store is 22x44 feet, 
and a select stock of fancy and staple groceries is carried. 
Mr. Vom Weg shows excellent judgment in selecting 
an^ buying his goods. His prices are at all times as low as 
^ny first-class house and his establishment is most heartily 
recommended to the public. Here they will find a full as- 
sortment of vegetables in season, canned goods, table lux- 
uries and delicacies and in fact everything usually found in 
a first-class grocery. Mr. Vom Weg employs several 
clerks, also a delivery team for the purpose of calling for 
and delivering orders. He gives close attention to orders 
over the telephone, call 1175. He is a firm believer in the 
future of the city and has demonstrated this by purchasing 
a number of lots in a desirable locality. Mr. Vom Weg 
was bom in Germany, has resided in Omaha for a number 
of years and during that time has made many warm 
iriends. 



DENNIS CUNNINGHAM. 

There is no man in Omaha who understands the shoeing 
of a horse better than Mr. Dennis Cunningham, whose 
forge and shop is at 1819 Harney street, and when we say 
that he has been established in business on his own ac- 
count for twenty-four years and has been in Omaha for 
twenty years, some idea may be formed of his popularity 
and success in business. He was formerly located on 
Sixteenth street and has occupied his present location for 
the past year. He is a practical and expert mechanic at 
his trade and makes a specialty of shoeing troting and road 
liorses. He thoroughly understands the anatomy of the 
horse's foot, and in many instances has corrected lameness 
which has been caused by imperfect shoeing. Mr. Cun- 
ningham was born in Ireland and has been in this country 
a good many years. He has acquired considerable real 
ostate in Omaha and buys and sells some now, and it is 
said there are few men in the city who have a keener ap- 
preciation and knowledge of the value of realty than he 
X>ossesses. 



CHARLES W. RAINEY. 

Among those prominent in real estate and financial cir- 
<:les. there are probably none having so high a reputation or 
enjoying the confidence of the public in greater degree than 
Mr. Chas. W. Rainey. He is a native of New York, came 
to this city in 1886, and has ever since been actively en- 
^ged negotiating loans on city, suburban improved and 
unimproved property. He makes a specialty oi first mort- 
gages, and can readily obtain money in any amount at the 
very lowest rates. Mr. Rainey is a gentleman in the prime 
of life, a thorough business man of unquestioned integrity, 
and very popular in the community. His office is 
at No. 815 Omaha National Bank Building, and he is 
always to be found there during business hours. Corre- 
spondence is solicited, and all communications are 
promptly answered. 



ALF. BURKLAND. 

Among those who have acquired a wide reputation in 
this city as merchant tailors is Mr. Alfred Burkland, who 
for the past three years has been doing a substantial busi- 
ness, and made many friends by his courtesy and urbanity. 
I^ast year in order to obtain better facilities for the accom- 
modation of his many customers, he removed to the store 
now occupied at 80^ North Sixteenth street. Here he 
makes a fine display of new, stylish, imported and domestic 



fabrics, woolens, worsted, diagonals, tweeds, cassimeres, 
suitings, etc., in all the new handsome stylish designs, also 
broadcloths, vestings. etc. He is a first-class correct cut- 
ter and thorough merchant tailor, and turns out wearing 
apparel which for perfection of fit and fine workmanship is 
not surpassed. His prices are low and all his work is 
warranted in every respect. He has a special department 
for cleaning and repairing men's clothing which is done in 
the very best manner. Mr. Burkland who was born in 
Sweden has lived in Omaha fourteen years. He is a re- 
liable business man, and enjoys the esteem and regard of 
all his fellow citizens. 



JOHN W. BELL. 

Mr. John W. Bell, whose pharmacy is at the comer of 
Seventh and Mason streets, in Stuht's Hotel Building, is 
one of the most highly respected pharmacists in the city. 
He has been established in business since 1878, having 
been at his present store for a year and for eleven years 
previous on South Tenth street. In 1887 he opened a 
store on Thirteenth and Jackson streets, under the style of 
B. C. Bell & Co., which is managed by his brother. Mr. 
J. W. Bell is a native of Missouri and came to Omaha in 
1870. He is a member of the Odd Fellows order. His 
brother, Mr. B. C. Bell, is also a native of Missouri and 
has lived in Omaha for eight years. Both are registered 
pharmacists under the Nebraska State Board. Mr. Bell 
makes a specialty of compounding physicians prescriptions 
and family receipes, and also manufactures all his own 
standard preparations. His stock at both stores is replete 
with a full line of pure drugs and chemicals, as well as 
every variety of toilet requisites, perfumes, hincy goods 
and druggists' sundries generally, and all the leading pro- 
prietary medicines of standard reputation and n^erit. 



THE NEBRASKA PHONOGRAPH COMPANY. 

A concern of great strength and importance is the Nebraska 
Phonograph Company, organized under the laws of the 
State of Nebrask^a with a capital of $025,000. The officers 
are all prominent business men and financiers, and have 
made a nigh reputation for the company in the three years 
that have elapsed since its incorporatioo. The president is 
E. A. Benson; H. E. Cary, vice-president; J. H. Tate, 
treasurer, and Geo. F. Wright, secretary. They handle 
the Edison Phonographs exclusively and supply them to 
merchants and others for commercial purposes* also to 
those who use them for entertainments. Their office is 
located at 805 South Sixteenth street where they occupy a 
one-story brick building 25x40 feet in dimensions, and carry 
a full stock of phonographs which are rented or sold. Four 
persons are employed at the house and a very large business 
IS done throughout Nebraska. Iowa and the West. This 
company has a great future before it. as the demand for 
phonographs increases with great rapidity. 



FRONTIER STEAM LAUNDRY. 

This laundry was established in 1884 by M. J. Johnson 
and the following year came under the control of Mr. 
Collins. The premises occupied located at 1512 Howard 
street consist of a two-story and basement brick building 
22x130 feet, equipped in the best manner with the latest 
improved machinery. A thirty -five horse-power steam 
engine supplies the power and the services of thirty hands 
are brought into requisition. The laundry work turned 
out at this establishment is superior in every respect and 
the best care taken so as not to injure the fabrics. Laundry 
is called for in any part of the city, the work executed in 
the best manner at lowest prices and returned promptly. 
Mr. Collins sustains a high reputation and has won success 
by deserving it. He was bom in Buffalo, N. Y., an^ f 
to Omaha in 1885. 
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H. CARTAN. 

Among that active class of business men, the brokers, 
there is probably none so well known as Mr. H. Cartan. 
He is a yoong man, active and enterprising, and has had a 
long, valuable experience handling and dealing in staple 
and fancy groceries and fruits. He commenced operations 
on his own account in 1801. succeeding the firm of W. K. 
Harding & Co. , which had been established for a period of 
six jrears previously. Mr. Cartan is doing a general com- 
mission and brokerage business, buying and selling on 
order, and is well prepared and equipped to effect transac- 
tions quickly and render the best satisfaction. He repre- 
sents some of the largest canned goods and dried fruit 
houses in Califamia and Eastern packers of oysters, fruits 
and vegetables, also makes a specialty of cereal products, 
and altogether is doing a large business exclusively with the 
wholesale dealers in the city and the jobbing trade within a 
radius of several hundred miles. Mr. Cartan is from Dub- 
lin. Ireland, and came to this country in 1877, locating in 
Omaha in 1888. He is a thorough business man, energetic 
and enterprising, well known in commercial circles and sus- 
tains a high reputation. His office is 911 Jones street. 



FRANK W. FOGG. 

One of the most reliable pharmacies in this city is that of 
Frank W. Fogg, on the comer of Twelfth street and Cap- 
itol avenue, which was established by him in 1887. It is 
25x60 feet in dimensions, and the stock embraces a full and 
complete line of fresh, pure drugs and chemicals, patent 
and proprietary remedies, toilet article**, perfumery, drag- 
gists' sundries, stationery and imported and domestic 
cigars. The utmost care is taken in compounding physic- 
ians prescriptions, only pure drugs being used. Mr. Fogg 
was born in Lynn. Mass. He manufactures several prep- 
arations which are highly recommended. One assistant is 
employed and polite and courteous attention is shown all 
patrons. Mr. Fogg is a thoroughly responsible and com- 
petent pharmacist, and enjoys the full confidence of our 
leading medical practioners and of the community at large. 



W. J. WAGONER. 

Prominent among the most successful real estate oper- 
ators in the city is Mr. W. J. Wagoner, whose office is in 
room 982 New York Life Building. Mr^ Wagoner was 
born in Sandusky. Ohio, located here over a quarter of a 
century ago, and has ever since been identified with real 
estate interests. For a number of years he held the po- 
sition of land agent for the Northwestern Railroad 
Company in Iowa. With his keen knowledge of values he 
has made his office a trustworthy directory, whose merits 
are widely known to investors. He buys and sells im- 
proved and unimproved lands, handling chiefly farm lands 
in Eastern Nebraska, and on his books are always to be 
found full descriptions of many of the most desirable farms 
in the market. He negotiates loans on bond and mortgage, 
bis excellent connections enabling him to do so promptly 
and on terms most favorable to the borrower. Mr. Wag- 
oner is a gentleman of undoubted integrity, splendid busi- 
ness ability, and throughout his long career has always en- 
joyed the unbounded confidence of all having , dealings 
with him. 



ARCADE HOTEL 

The Arcade Hotel, eligibly located at the corner of Thir- 
teenth and Douglas streets, was opened in 1886 by Mr. O. C. 
Campbell, to whom succeeded Messrs. Casey & Camp- 
bell. In 1889 Mr. James Casey purchased Mr. Campbell's 
interest, and the name was changed to Hotel Casey. 
Bventually. October 1st, 1891, Mr. O. C. Campbell again 
became sole proprietor, and is now conducting it under the 



old title of the "Arcade Hotel." The Arcade is a supe- 
rior five-story building 75x140 feet in area, and contains 
one hundred rooms available for guests. It is provided 
with all modern improvements, including electric lights 
and bellb. steam heat, elevator, etc., while the sanitary 
arrangements and means of escape in case of fire are pos- 
itively perfect. The table is one of the best in Omaha, 
and IS fully supplied with everything in season. The at- 
tendance upon guests is all that can be desired. With all 
its advantages and comfort the rates are only $2 per day. 
All electric motors from depots pass the door, and the 
dining-room comfortably seats one hundred guests. Mr. 
Campbell was born in Vermont, but has resided in Omaha 
many years. He was formerly Assistant Post Master of 
Omaha. In conclusion we would add, that the Arcade 
Hotel is a model of neatness and cleanliness, an^ under its 
present able management its future prospects are of the 
most encouraging character. 



KRAMER <& CHANDLER. 

The printing house of Kramer & Chandler is known as 
the most reliable and progressive of any representing this 
line in Omaha. The business was established two years 
ago by Messrs. L. B. Kramer and W. A. Chandler, the 
manager being Mr. F. H. Libby. The business is con- 
ducted at 815 South Twelfth street. The establishment 
has five presses including one Perfecting Webb Press, hav- 
ing a capacity of 20.000 dodgers per hour; this being the 
only press of the kind in the West. It uses paper in rolls 
from six to twenty-four inches in width, and prints and re- 
winds wrapping paper. The power is supplied by an electric 
motor. • All kinds of commercial printing is done. This 
house is favored with a very liberal patronage and the bus- 
iness increases from year to year Mr. Kramer is a native 
of Iowa, Mr. Chandler of Wisconsin and Mr. Libby of 
Vermont; they are gentlemen of the very highest standing 
and ability and have the confidence of the entire com- 
munity. 



N. B. FALCONER. 

This is 'the oldest concern of the kind in the West, having 
been founded by Messrs. A. Cruikshanks St Co., in 1858. 
Mr. Falconer being the senior partner. In 1888 he became 
the sole proprietor and erected his present magnificent 
building at 1505 to 1509 Douglas street. It is of brick, three 
stories and basement in height, and 66x182 feet in dimen- 
sions. All modem improvements have been introduced, 
including the electric light, steam heat, cash railway sys- 
tem, passenger and freight elevators, etc. The depart- 
ments are under the able management of Mr. A. G. 
Buchanan, and a thorough system of organization is en- 
forced. The stock embraces the finest imported and do- 
mestic dress fabrics, silks, satins, etc., linens, sheetings, 
plushes, etc.. staple and fancy dry goods, white goods, 
notions, laces embroideries, furnishing goods, cloaks and 
suits, draperies, hosiery, gloves and corsets, leather goods, 
jewelry, perfumery, soaps and toilet articles. Upwards of 
one hundred hands are employed, while in the wholesale 
departments, jobing orders are filled from all sections of 
this state, Iowa. Idaho, Utah, and west generally. Several 
travelers are on the road, and the sales last year reached a 
total of three quarters of a million. Mr. Falconer is a 
close cash buyer, and doing such an immense trade can 
offer inducements not duplicated elsewhere. He is a large 
real estate owner here, and has always accorded a hearty 
support to all measures best calculated to advance th6 
city's welfare. His mercantile operations are on a scale of 
magnitude seldom equaled, and thev secure to Omaha the 
supremacy in the dry goods trade over a vast area of 
territory, and there is no house in this city holding a more 
prominent position in the business community than this 
one. 
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ARTHUR H. BRIQGS. 

The most popular and fashionable batter in Omaha 
is Mr. Arthur H. Briggs, whose attractive store is at 
the northeast corner of Fourteenth and Famam streets. 
Mr. Briggs has been engaged in the hat business and occu- 
pied his present location since 18S7. He is recognized as a 
leader in the business and numbers among his patrons 
many of the best citizens. He is always the first to introduce 
the new styles as soon as they are brought out in London, 
New York and Chicago and has built up a splendid custom. 
The store is ^x^ feet in area and contains a fine line of 
elegant silk hats in the new blocks in perfect accord with 
the prevailing modern fashionable idea^, also stifif hats in 
blacks, pearls, browns, grays, wool and cloth felt hats, 
caps of every description, and when in season the newest 
styles in straw goods. He also has a fine assortment of 
gloves of %very kind, including fur gauntlets. Mr. Briggs 
is agent for John B. Stetson's celebrated soft and stiff hats 
and can supply the finest and best of everything at the very 
lowest prices. He is from the East, coming to Omaha in 
1869, and has always taken an active interest in local a£fairs, 
and last fall was elected a state senator. Progressive, ener- 
getic and enterprising Senator Briggs is 'an upright business 
man and influential citizen. 



CHAMPION IRON AND WIRE WORKS. 



The Champion Iron and Wire Works, which was estab- 
lished four years ago in Omaha by Mr. J. J. Leddy, has 
been a very successful venture, and from a comparatively 
small beginning has grown to such proportions that Mr. 
Leddy has now in his employ twelve persons, and com- 
mands practically the trade of Nebraska and Iowa and also 
a good portion of Wyoming, Dakota and Colorado. Mr. 
Leddy occupies* the double store on the first floor of the 
brick building at 408 South Fourteenth street, where he . 
manufactures iron, wire and brass work of every descrip- 
tion. He makes a specialty of contract work, and all orders 
entrusted to his care receive prompt attention. Mr. Leddy, 
who is a very pleasant and affable gentleman, was born in 
Philadelphia and has resided in Omaha for the past five 
years. 

McDERMOTT A KRIEQ. 

The work of the plumber and gas fitter requires con- 
siderable knowledge and skill in its scientific application, a 
full measure of which is possessed by Messrs. McDermott 
& Krieg. They are particularly expert as sanitary plumbers 
and give their personal attention to arranging sewerage, 
drainage, ventilation and to planning and fitting up build- 
ings with lead and iron pipe for the introduction of water 
and gas. They are regularly licensed and attend promptly 
to every branch of their business, executing all work in- 
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trusted to them with skill. Estimates are furnished, contracts 
are entered into and work carried through to successful 
completion with promptness and dispatch. Defective 
plumbing is rectifi^ and repairing and jobbing done at the 
shortest notice. The store and workshop are at 1118 Sher- 
man avenue, and here a large stock of plumbers' and gas 
fitters' supplies is carried. Mr. P. J. McDermott was bom 
• in this city, and Mr. H. A. Krieg in Burlington, Iowa. They 
have been associated and established in business for a period 
of three years, securing a large substantial patronage. 
They are well qualified to execute all work in their line and 
are highly indorsed and recommended. The telephone 
call is 1500. 



A. M. GIBSON. 

Mr. A. M. Gibson, whose occupation is to shoe the peo- 
ple, has only been established in Omaha one year, yet he 
has built up a wonderful trade in foot wear. He has a very 
finely appointed store at 115 South Sixteenth street, l)e- 
tween Douglas and Dodge. It is 22x44 feet, and is very 
nicely arranged for the artistic display of his goods and for 
the comfort and convenience of his customers. He carries 
a full line of the leading makes of boots and shoes, rubbers, 
slippers for gents, ladies, misses and children. Mr. Gib- 
son is a native of the State of Virginia, and is yet a young 
man. He came to Omaha four years ago. He is a mem- 
ber of a number of the local secret orders and is quite a 
popular young business man. 



F. R. McCONNELL 

The trade in builder's supplies has been ably represented 
in this city, since 1887, by Mr. F. R. McConnell. He 
occupies elegant offices at 610 Paxton Block, and acts as 
agent for the following leading concerns: The Pioneer Fire 
Proof Construction Company, Northwestern Terra Cotta 
Company, Wilson's Venetian Blinds. Ashland Brown Stone 
Company, Milwaukee Mortar Colors, stone, sand and 
gravel, and an extensive business is conducted, Mr. 
McConnell having a very large patronage with the leading 
builders and contractors throughout Nebraska, Iowa and 
the West, and has large consignments shipped direct to his 
patrons. He is an energetic and reliable business man, 
and is held in high esteem by all who know him. Mr. 
McConnell was bom in Albany, N. Y., and has resided 
in Oma^a twenty-three years. 



J. H. FEILBACH <& CO. 

A reliable and successful concern is that of Messrs. J. H. 
Fei4bach & Company, general commission merchants, whose 
office and salesrooms are located at 1017 Howard street. 
This business was established four years a|^o by Messrs. 
J. H. Feilbach, H. G. Streight and Wm. H. Howes. Mr. 
Feilbach resides in Toledo, Ohio, and the business is under 
the able and energitic management of Messrs. Streight and 
Howes. They occupy two spacious floors and a basement, 
each being 25x180 feet in dimensions, fully equipped with 
every comvenience, elevator, etc. The stock is heavy 
and choice and includes all kind of fruits in 
season, produce, provisions, grocers' sundries, while a 
specialty is made of fruits and vegetables. The trade of 
the firm extends throughout the city and its vicinity. Con- 
signments of all kinds of fruits and produce are solicited, 
while quick sales are always guaranteed and remittances 
promptly made. Orders are carefully filled at the lowest 
ruling market prices, and twelve clerks, assistants and travel- 
lers are employed. The firm are highly esteemed in trade 
circles, and are popular members of the Produce Exchange. 
They refer by permission to the Commercial National 
Bank, Omaha; the Toledo Savings Bank and Tmst Com- 
pany, Toledo, Ohio; also to Gerl)er Fruit Companjc, St. 
Louis, Mo., and C. F. Love & Co., Chicago. 
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^ FRED H. KRELLE. 

One of the best versed and most popularly patronized 
plumbers of this city is Mr. Fred H. Krelie, whose business 
18 conducted at 817 to 819 South Twelfth street. Mr. 
Krellehas been established here three years and occupies 
splendid premises 20x15 feet in dimensions. He is» a regu- 
larly licensed sanitary plumber and drain layer, and accom- 
plishes the moat satisfactory results. He carries in stock a 
full line of plumbers' and gas fitters' goods, including uri- 
nals, baths, sinks, chandeliers, faucets, globes, etc., and is 
always ready to complete the most excellent work at mod- 
erate prices. He employs four competent plumbers who 
are kept constantly busy, and also uses a team for delivery 
purposes. Mr. Krelle is a native of Germany and has re- 
sided in Omaha a number of years. He is an agreeable 
and progressive man of business and is everywhere highly 
esteemed. 



FRANK VODICKA. 

Mr. Vodicka has been established in business in Omaha 
for the past nine years and is favored with the patronage 
of the leading citizens of the city. His store is located at 
818 South Twelfth street, in the United States Bank Build- 
ing. He has occupied this most desirable location for one 
and one-half years, having previously been located at 819 
South Twelfth street. Here he has ample accommodations 
in an elegantly furnished store 20x50 feet in dimensions, 
having a work-room in the rear. The stock carried con- 
sists of the latest importations in tweeds, cassimeres, wool- 
ens, serges cbsviots, etc.. all of the latest designs and 
patterns. Only fine custom work is done and none but ex- 
perienced and capable hands employed. Mr. Vodicka is an 
experienced and capable tailor and practical cutter. He 
employes thirteen tailors, and gives the business his close 
personal supervision. He is a native of Bohemia but was 
reared in Omaha. Mr. Vodicka is patronized bv the lead- 
ing business men. financiers and merchants of this city, 
who unite in indorsing him in the highest possible manner. 



C. J. SCHMIDT. 

Among the many houses engaged in the boot and shoe 
industry in this busy section of the city is that of Mr. C. J. 
Schmidt, at 818 South Twelfth street. The premises oc- . 
cupied are attractively fitted up. the work-room is well 
equipped with all the neccessary tools and appliances for 
the successful operation of trade, and six experienced and 
efficient workmen are in constant employment. Only the 
finest custom work is done here, and all the boots and 
shoes produced are made from the best materials and are 
unsurpassed in the market for finish, style, durability and 
comfort Mr. Schmidt oiakes a specialty of new work, also 
repairing of all kinds. He enjoys a large and A 1 class of 
customers and is an expert in catering to the damands of 
this line of trade, being thoroughly conversant with their 
wants and needs and we strongly recommend this estab- 
lishment to our readers as one meriting their patronage. 
Mr. Schmidt is a German by birth. He came to Omaha 
in 1872 and nineteen years ago establishefl the business 
which he is now so successfully conducting, and is highly 
esteemed for his ability, enterprise and just methods. 



FRANK CROSS GUN COMPANY. 

The leading sporting goods house of Omaha and the 
Missouri Valley is that of the Frank Cross Gun Company. 
This store, which is situated at 1512 Douglas street, was first 
established in 1887 by Penrose & Hardin and was acquired 
in 1890 bf Dwin & Dunmire. In 1890 it again changed hands 
and became the property of Cross & Dunmire. In the latter 
part of the same year Mr. Cross became sole owner and 



never in the history of the house has it prospered as it has 
under his management. Besides keeping constantly on 
hand a large line of the best goods manufactured. Mr. 
Cross is agent for the Winchester Arms Company, Marl n 
Arms Company. Spaulding's Sporting Goods, Wright & 
Ditson's Lawn Tennis Goods. Leferre Arms Company and 
Parker Brothers Arms Company . Besides supplying the local 
trade, which is quite large, he supplies that of Nebraska. 
Iowa. Wyoming, Dakota and Idaho, which is looked after 
by two traveling salesmen. The company occupies the 
first floor and basement of the two-story brick building at 
the number above named, the size of the floor space being 
22x66 feet. Three clerks are employed to look after the 
business. Besides the full line of base ball goods always 
kept in stock there is a full line of Indian clubs, playing 
cards, fishing tackle, ammunition, etc. Mr. Cross was born 
in Boston, but has been a resident of Omaha for several 
years. 

HOTEL ESMOND. 

Of the many popular and first-class hotels in Oteaha, 
none bears a higher reputation than the well-known Hotel 
Esmond, located at the corner of Sixteenth and Webster 
streets. This splendid house has been open to the public 
five years, and is patronized by the best class of the trav- 
eling public and many well-known residents of this city. \ 
The proprietors are well known in business and social cir- 
cles and are courteous, progressive and energetic, having 
the confidence of all who know them This splendid hotel 
is a three-story brick structure 88x64 feet in dimensions, 
being elegantly fitted up at great expense, having every 
modem convenience and the most homelike and comfort- 
able quarters. Electric gongs and calls are throughout the 
house and a fourth story will shortly be added to increase 
the facilities and afford accommodations for the constantly 
increasing patronage. The building is heated by steam, 
and all of the rooms are well lighted and ventilated. It 
contains sixty rooms and is conducted upon both the Amen- ' 
can and European plans The elegant dining-room, lo- 
cated on the ground floor, has a seating capacity of sixty, and 
the menu is equal to that of any first-class house in this sec- 
tion of the country, the table being supplied with every deli- 
cacy of theseason. The proprietors of this splendid hostlery 
are Messrs. Drexel & Harte, both prominent in business cir- 
cles. Mr. Fred Drexel being a member of the firm of Drexel 
& Foil, stone-cutters*. Mr. J. Harte is a well-known 
and popular contractor and real estate owner. This house 
is splendidly patronized and increases in popularity with 
surprising rapidity. 



SAMUEL DREIFUSS. 

This basiness was established fifteen years ago by Har- 
ris & Fisher, who were succeeded in 1888 by the present 
proprietor. The original location was 1517 Dodge street 
but Mr. Dreifuss removed tb 2010 Farnam street. July 1. 
1891, where he occupies fhe first floor of a new three- 
story brick building. 22x60 feet. This meat mai^et is 
elegantly fitted up with every equipment necessary for the 
successful prosecution of the business. Mr. Dreifuss has 
the finest assortment to be found in the West End and he 
keeps constantly on hand the finest and choicest fresh beef, 
mutton, veal and lamb, which he receives daily. He also 
carries smoked and salt meats, lard, bacon, sausages, etc., 
and makes a specialty of poultry and game, keeping all 
kinds in season. He employs five expert assistants. Mr. 
Dreifuss' teams call on families daily for orders, if desired, 
and the same are delivered promptly. His prices are low 
and popular and his market affords a constant scene of ac- 
tivity during market hours. His telephone number is 157, 
and orders over it have careful attention and quick deliv- 
ery. Mr. Dreifuss was born in Illinois and has been in 
Omaha twelve years. 
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KEENAN <& SMITH. 

Prominent among the leading firms extensively identified 
with the live stock trade of South Omaha is that of Messrs. 
Keenan & Smith, whose office is in Room 8. Exchange 
Building. Union Stock Yards. This business was estab- 
lished in Omaha six years ago by Messrs. Keenan & Han- 
cock, who were succeeded by the present firm, the copart- 
ners being Messrs. W. T. Keenan and Draper Smith. The 
firm's correspondents in Chicago are Messrs. Keenan & 
Sons, who also have branches in St. Louis and Kansas 
City. The business in Omaha is under the management of 
Mr. D. Smith, who is esteemed for his business ability and 



strict integrity. Liberal advances are made when required 
on consignments of cattle, sheep and hogs, and quick sales 
and prompt remittance of proceeds are guaranteed. The 
facilities lor the reception and care of live stock at the 
yards are complete. They receive consignments from the 
Soutbwest. West and Northw^t. and handle monthly 
ninety car-loads of hogs and about 150 of cattle and sheep, 
and double that number in July, August and September. 
- Mr. D. Smith is the cattle and Mr. Geo. £. Powell the hog 
salesman. Mr. Smith was born in Massachnsetts, but has 
resided in Chicago and Omaha many years. He is a popu- 
lar member of the Omaha Live Stock Exchange. The 
firm refer by permission to the Union Stock Yards Bank, 
South Omaha; South Omaha National Bank, South Omaha; 
First National Bank. Omaha, Neb.; Omaha National 
Bank, Omaha. Neb.; Columbus State Bank, Columbus, 
Neb ; J. A. McShane president, W.*A. Paxton vice-presi- 
dent, J. F. Boyd superintendent Union Stock Yards Com- 
pany; R C. Lake, banker, Chadron, Neb.* Capt. C. A. 
Holmes, Tecumseh, Neb. 



THOMAS BRENNAN <& CO. AND A. J. LOVE <& CO. 

Among the most responsible firms whose operations have 
greatly contributed to the unwonted activity and develop- 
ment of the real estate and insurance interests of Omaha, 
are those of Messrs Thomas Brennan & Co., and Messrs. 
A. ]. Love & Co., the members of both firms being Mr. 
Thomas Brennan and Mr. A. J. Love, who have their 
offices in the Karbach Building, 211 South Fifteenth street, 
and who have been established in business in this city for 
many years. The location of Omaha is such as to make it 
the principal center for general agencies West of Chicago 
for all the principal insurance and financial institutions of 
the East. Mr. Love, for instance, is the manager here of 
the Delaware, Union and Reliance Insurance Companies of 
Philadelphia, in the territory between the Missouri river 
and the Rocky Mountains. The firm places insurance 
risks for their clients with the leading and most substantial 
companies at the lowest premiums. Messrs. Thomas 
Brennan & Co., have charge of extensive real estate inter- 
ests in the city and throughout Nebraska and Iowa. They 
do a regular real estate business, buying, selling, leasing and 



letting lands, buildings, etc., collecting rents, and taking full 
charge of estates on behalf of resident and absentee owners. 
They also negotiate loans, organize syndicates, and in all 
their engagements are prompt and trustworthy. Messrs. 
Thomas Brennan & Co., are also financial agents for the 
Philadelphia Mortgage and Trust Company, who have 
loaned in Omaha and its surroundings nearly $3,UUO,000. 
Mr. Love is a native of Elmira, N. Y., and Mr. Brennan 
was bom in Ireland, and has resided in Omaha for many 
years. Both gentlemen are popular business men, and 
have hosts of friends. 



NORTHWESTERN MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE 
COMPANY. 

Of all the mutual life insurance companies doing business' 
in the West, the Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance 
Company of Milwaukee. Wis., leads in stability, equitable 
contracts and profits to the insured. This comyany's last 
report shows that the rate actually earned in 1891 was 
6 1-10 per cent on the company's assets at the beginning of 
the year. It has had a most prosperous history. It was or- 
ganized and incorporated in 1858. At the last annual state- 
ment, made January 1, 1899, the foUowiog splendid show- 
ing was made: The total income was $12,544,697.71. and 
total disbursements only $0,409,867.56. The total assets 
of the company have reached $48,826,765.45. and the sur- 
plus on 4 per cent basis is $7,891,790.55. The company 
had loans amounting to $10,718,057.41 on January 1, 1892. 
of which $10,284,024.22 were made in 1891. The policy of 
this company has always been liberal, and it has the favor 
of the Y>est business men and financiers of the country. 
This company has loaned $8,000,000 of its assets on Omaha 
business blocks, and is patronized most liberally by our 
leading citizens. Mr. Steel is the general agent for the 
company in this section, and has made a splendid record 
for the company, being a straightforward, progressive and 
most energetic representative. He is a native of Sweden, 
and has lived in Omaha for the last eleven years, during 
which time he has been a general agent for the company, 
a part of the time Le was the general agent for the South- 
western portion of Iowa, holding that field till 1890. when 
he succeeded W. H. Lawton. who had been its representa- 
tive at headquarters in Omaha for twenty -one year?, and 
who is still one of its wide-awake agents. Anybody feeling 
disposed to prove this just give him a call. 



E. L. LOVEJOY. 

The celebrated "Domestic " sewing machines have been 
on the market for some thirty years, and are in use in all 
parts of the civilized world. The agent for them in this 
city is Mr. £. L. Lovejoy. whose salesroom is at 118 North 
Fifteenth street. Mr. Lovejoy has been selling these sew- 
ing machines and the Domestic paper patterns for eleven 
years, and in that time has disposed of many hundreds in 
this city and vicinity. The "Domestic" is the perfection 
of mechanism for sewing, hemming, felling, seaming, bind- 
ing, cording, embroidering and other purposes, and is the 
simplest, most easily operated and most sut>stantially made 
sewing machine manufactured. It is always ready for use, 
and is noiseless and easy running. Mr. Lovejoy can offer 
better inducement in prices to buyers than any others in 
the business in this vicinity. He employs from ten to 
twelve agents, and always keeps in stock a full line of these 
machines of all sizes, also needles, oil and parts and repairs 
for all kmds of sewing machines. His store is 25x60 feet 
in area, and besides sewing machines has a full assortment 
of Domestic paper patterns. Mr. Lovejoy is from Massa- 
chusetts. He came to Omaha in 1881 and has won the 
esteem of all having dealings with him. 
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FLEISHMAN BROTHERS. 

A reliable house devoted to the manufactore of the high- 
est grade of picture frames, mouldings and art novelties, is 
that of Fleishman Bros. This business has been in opera- 
tion but a few months, since November 1891. Fleishman 
Bros, are natives of Russia, came to the United States in t 
1887, and three years ago settled in Omaha, where they 
have since made numerous friends and .acquaintances, are 
well known in business and trade circles, and rank among 
the leading art critics of the West. They occupy a com- 
modious store 20x60 feet in dimensions, with work-shop in 
rear, at 510 South Sixteenth street, and here is carried a 
first-class and complete stock of fine frames in gilt, hard 
woods, bronze, relief, enamel, etc. , all of taking patterns 
and unique designs. A full line of mouldings, sacred 
pictures and art specialties are also carried, and frames to 
order are made a specialty. Experienced and skilled work- 
men are employed, and satisfaction is guaranteed in every 
instance, all goods being warranted, while the prices quoted 
are exceedingly moderate. 



M. Mccracken. 

The hay, grain and feed house of Mr. M. McCracken is 
one of the largest and most important in its line in this 
section of the city. The business was established by him 
three years ago at 1220 Jones street, about a year ago re- 
moving to his present location 1828 Sherman avenue. The 
building occupied is one of ample dimensions, and well 
equipped throughout with every convenience. The trade 
is both wholesale and retail, and be deals in baled hay. 
grain of all kinds, meal, feed, flour, etc., and as he pur- 
chases direct from producers in the West, can quote the 
lowest prices to all favoring the house with their patronage. 
Three assistants are employed. All orders by telephone, 
1011 receive immediate attention. The trade is steadily 
increasing, and about the premises there is always a scene 
of busy activity. In all business relations. Mr. McCracken 
is noted for his promptitude and reliability, and in com- 
mercial circles he is spoken of in the highest terms of com- 
mendation. He is an Ohioan by birth, came to Omaha five 
years ago, and is a prominent member of the "Hay Ex- 
change.'* 

A., J. SIMPSON. 

Among those who have attained great prominence and 
merited recognition in the city of Omaha is Mr. 
A J. Simpson, builder of fine carriages, landaus, 
coupes, etc., whose factory and repository are located 
at 1409 and 1411 Dodge street. He established this 
business in 1858, and his trade now extends throughout 
Nebraska, Iowa, Kansas. Missouri, Dakota, Wyoming, etc. 
He occupies a spacious three-story and basement building 
66x182 feet in area, fully equipped with every convenience. 
This is the largest and best carriage factory in Omaha, 
and thirty first-class workmen are constantly employed. 
Only the best materials are utilized and the carriages, driv- 
ing traps, coupes, buggies, etc , turned out have no supe- 
riors in the United States for durability, beauty, strength 
and general excellence, while the prices quoted for all 
vehicles are exceedingly moderate. Mr. Simpson was 
bom in Cincinnati, Ohio, but has resided in Omaha for the 
last thirty-eight years. He is a director of the Omaha 
National Bank and has served as alderman for several 
terms. 

OMAHA TENT AND AWNING COMPANY. 

This business was founded in the most humble way, in 
1866, by Mr. A. H. Rawitzer, the present manager and 
proprietor. He has developed a business from these small 
beginnings to one of great importance that is recognized as 
the representative in its line over all others in Omaha. It 



is located at 1118 Farnam street, where a splendid three- 
story brick building is occupied. These premises are 
25x120 feet in dimensions. A full supply of tents, awnings, 
tarpaulins, oil clothing, wagon umbrellas, wagon seat 
shades, machine covers, horse covers, hammoclfs, flags, 
etc., of standard sizes is carried in stock, while special de- 
signs are made to order. All kinds of canvas goods are 
manufactured and satisfaction is fully guaranteed. The 
factory is supplied with all the necessary appliances for 
manufacturing purposes and from eighteen to twenty expe- 
rienced hands are constantly employed. The trade cover* 
all sections of Nebraska. Iowa and the West. Mr. Rawitzer 
is a native of this city and is well known as one of oar 
most progressive business men. 



"FERMENTUM" COMPRESSED YEAST. 

This splendid article of household use is manufactured 
by the Riverdale Distillery of Chicago, which has agencies 
in the principal cities of the country. The business in 
Omaha is conducted at 418 South Fifteenth street The 
manager is Mr. E. A. Archibald, who has been connected 
with the company eight years and has managed this branch 
two and one-half years. Mr. Archibald is a citizen of 
Omaha and is interested in all that pertains to the welfare 
of that city. Five assistants are employed and four teams 
used in handling the yeast, as it is supplied fresh daily to 
grocers, bakers and dealers generally. It is sold in small 
cakes and the sales of this branch amount to hundreds of 
pounds per week. 



NICOLL THE TAILOR. 

One of the largest and most important merchant tailor- 
ing establishments in Omaha is that of Nicoll the Tailor, 
situated at 207 South Fifteenth street. The headquarters 
are in New York, and the house in this city is one of a 
chain of seventy others in all the leading cities and towns 
in the country. Mr. F. Paffenrath, the manager, is a 
native of New York, and has had a long practical experi- 
ence in the merchant tailoring business in the New York 
house, and in the branch at Chicago. He came here 
in 1887, established . the house, and six months ago 
moved to the desirable premises now occupied, which 
have an area of 22x60 feet. The goods have 
bsen selected with care, and represent the best pro- 
ductions of the leading manufacturers in this country and 
Europe. Fine dress, business suits and trowsers are made 
to order at the shortest notice, and perfect satisfaction is 
guaranteed as to quality of material, perfection of fit and 
price. The new styles can always be obtained here as 
soon as brought out in New Yctk and London, and those 
who desire to follow the fashion closely, should not fail to 
call on Mr. Paffenrath. 



ALBERT ROTHERY. 

Few men are possessed of more natural ability in art 
than Mr. Albert Rothery, 618 Paxton block. For years he 
followed his profession as an artist in New York, Boston 
and Chicago, and for the past six years in Omaha. Mr. 
Rothery, with the aid of an able assistant, is prepared to 
give the most -satisfactory and conscijentious attention to 
portrait painting; also landscapes, views, etc., of the high- 
est character, whether in crayon, pastel, water-color or oiL 
making a specialty of portraits. His studio is hung with 
some charming specimens of his work, and he possesses 
that happy faculty of infusing life into his canvas, and when 
we take into consideration the high degree of excellence of 
his productions, his prices are very moderate. Mr. Roth- 
ery was bom in the East, and there are few, if any, artists 
in Omaha to-day whose services are in greater demand. 
In the year 1800 he was awarded the gold medal for the 
best oil painting at the Western Art Association exhibition. 
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DELMONICO HOTEL. 

Doe of the most comfortable bostleries in South Omaha, 
is the D^monico Hotel, at the foot of North street, one 
block from the depot. In the matter of clean, comfortable 
and well famished rooms, excellent food and courteous 
service the Pelmonico will t>e found unexcelled. This ' 
house was opened in January. 1888. by £. T. Christ and 
J. W. Lowry. Soon after Mr. Christ died and his widow 
and Mr. Lowry oarried on the business until Decem- 
ber, 1891, when Mr. Lowry retired, leaving Mrs. Christ sole 
proprietress. She is a thorough business woman. This 
house is a two-story frame, 100x125 feet. It contains 
twenty-five rooms with all modern conveniences, electric 
light, hot and cold water and nicely furnished. The office, 
bar and reading room are on the first floor. It is conducted 
on the American plan and its patrons are principally stock- 
men and commission men. The dining-room which is light 
and airy has a seating capacity of fifty persons. The table 
service is of the cleanest and choicest. Mrs. Christ has a 
large number of regular boarders who speak very highly of 
•the hotel. 



PEYCKE BROTHERS. 

Messrs. Peycke Brothers, whose office and salesrooms are 
situated at 408 South Eleventh street, established this 
business twenty-two years ago. and were succeeded in 
1888 by the Peycke Brothers Company. Eventually in 
1890 Messrs. Peycke Brothers again assumed control, the 
co-partners being Ernest and Julius Peycke. They have 
ample 'resources and influential connections in the best 
producing sections of the country, and make a specialty of 
handling the finest fruits and choicest early vegetables. The 
premises occupied comprise a spacious five-story brick and 
basement building 66x182 feet in area. Consignments of 
the finest California fruits and vegetables are constantly 
received, also oranges, lemons, bananas, cocoanuts, cran- 
berries, potatoes, onions, cabbage, canned goods, etc. 
They also deal largely in butter, eggs, poultry, game, 
cheese, beans, hides, furs. etc. Their facilities for dispos- 
ing of shipments are perfect and complete, and they never 
iail to make immediate returns. They employ twenty 
persons and their trade extends to the Pacific coast. Messrs. 
Peycke Brothers are packers of the finest "Trade Mark" 
winter apples. They were born in Germany but have re- 
sided the last twenty-three years in Omaha. 



LESLIE db LESLIE. 

Among the leading pres(^iption druggists in this city are 
Messrs. G. H. and M. A. Leslie, who have been associated 
and established in business as Leslie & Leslie, and for the 
past eight years have been proprietors of the Central Phar- 
macy, originally located at Sixteenth and Dodge streets, 
but for the past year at what is considered the best retail 
business corner in the city, at the northeast corner 
of Sixteenth and Douglas streets. This pharmacy 
is lighted with electricity and every convenience is 
provided for the accommodation of patrons. Besides 
the usual drugs and chemicals a full assort- 
ment of pharmaceutical proprietary remedies, tinc- 
tures, extracts, etc., 'is carried, also imported and domestic 
toilet requisites, perfumes, soaps, sponges, mineral waters, 
chamois, and everything in the line of druggists' sundries. 
The prescription department is under the immedia^.e super- 
vision of Mr. Geo. H Leslie, assisted by two registered 
pharmacists. Mr. Leslie having had thirty years prac- 
tical experience in Canada and the United States. Four 
clerks are employed, and prescriptions are filled at 
all hours of the day and night. The Messrs. Leslie are 
natives of Toronto, Can. ,They have resided in Omaha 
since 1888 and are well known and very popular. They 
are licentiates of the Nebraska State Board of Pharmacy. 



HOWELL & CO. 

In the front rank of the coal and wood trade is the house 
of Howell & Co. established in 18^5. The admirably ap- 
pointed office is at 217 South Fourteenth street and the 
coal yard Sixth and Mason streets. The premises are large 
and well provided with sheds and facilities for screening 
and preparing coal for the market. Railroad tracks ex- 
tend through the yard, affording every convenience for re- 
ceiving stock which comes direct from the mines and ship- 
ping to the trade in Nebraska and Iowa. The best grades 
of hard anthracite coal are handled; also soft coal. Bloss- 
burg and Cumberland, blacksmith and superior steam, 
slack, nut and pea coal. A large stock of coke is kept on 
hand; also hickory and mixed wood, sawed and split, and 
kindling wood. The business is both wholesale and retail 
and the relation of the house with the mining corporations 
in the East and West are such that the best quality of coal 
can be obtained and sold at the lowest prices. Orders re- 
ceive prompt fulfillment. Competent workmen are em- 
ployed about the yard and delivery teams are in con- 
stant service. Mr. Howell was bom in Canada. He has 
resided in Omaha upwards of a quarter of a century and is 
onerof^'its successful and respected business men. Tele- 
phone call 114. 



OMAHA ART STAINED GLASS COMPANY. 

Among those most prominently and actively engaged in 
the production of this kind of work is the Omaha Art 
Stained Glass Company. This business dates from 1887, 
when it was established by Mr. G. H. Heckerman and con- 
tinued successfully until 1891, when the present company 
was formed and incorporated under the laws of Nebraska. 
Mr. Heckerman is president and Mr. T. T. Wilson secre- 
tary and treasurer The office and factory are located at 
1012 Famam street. All kinds of art, stained and orna- 
mental glass for churches, private residences and public 
buildings are manufactured and new styles and designs are 
constantly being introduced. Among the orders recently 
filled were for the German Congregational Church at Mus- 
catine, Iowa, the First M. E Church and the First United 
Presbyterian Church of this city, and the residences of E. 
M. Stone. O. M. Carter, J. B. Kitchen and B. B. Woods 
of this city. The facilities for executing first-class work 
are not surpassed by any other hoa^ in the business in the 
West. Mr. Heckerman is a native of Belleview, Ky., and 
has been in Omaha five years. Mr. Wilson was bom in 
Washington. Iowa, and came here in 1889. Telephone 
call 549. 

HENRY DANE. 

Among those engaged in supplying the citizens of Omaha 
with meats, it is very safe to say that none are more enter- 
prising and popular than Mr. Henry Dane, whose well 
appointed establishment, the Leavenworth Street Market, 
is at 1609 Leavenworth street. Mr. Dane commenced 
bt^sioess operations in 1883 on South Sixteenth street, re- 
moving five years later to the very desirable premises now 
occupied. The market measures 22x50 feet with a store- 
room in the rear, and is equipped with every facility and 
convenience for the satisfactory prosecution of the busi- 
ness, including a refrigerator with a capacity of 8,500 
pounds of ice. Mr. Dane handles Swift's extra meats, and 
is in constant receipt of the choicest of beef, veal, lamb, 
mutton and pork, also salt and smoked meats, sausage, 
bolognas, eggs and poultry, and when in season, carefully 
selected choice fruits and vegetables of every variety. Pop- 
ular prices prevail, and satisfaction is guaranteed in every 
instance. Mr. Dane is young, active and progressive, and 
sustains a high reputation. He is a native of Germany, 
and has been in the United States for twenty years. He 
was formally located in Davenport. Iowa, and came to this 
city in 1888. 
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H. H. MARHOFF. 

Among tbe many industries of Omaha that of manu- 
facturing trunks is by no means an unimportant one. It is 
ably conducted and well represented by Mr. H. H. Marhoff, 
who was formerly located 118 Fourteenth street, but for 
the past nine years has occupied the present premises at 
1514 Douglas street. The business was established twelve 
years ago by Mr. Marhofif, who is an experienced and prac- 
tical man, well versed and familiar with all the details of 
this special line of manufacture. The salesroom is 25x90 



feet in area, is well and fully equipped with all necessary 
conveniences and is stocked with a superior line of trunks 
in all sizes, for all purposes, of any material that may be 
desired, and are made in the best and most substantial 
manner. Besides trunks he does an extensive business in 
leather goods, valises, bags ^and traveling gooHs generally; 
also magnificent toilet cases, etc., etc., and can offer bet- 
ter inducements to buyers than any other house. The 
factory, which is a two-story building 80x40 feet in dimen- 
sions, is located at 2480 Seward street and is provided 
with all tools and appliances necessary for the business, 
while six skilled workmen are kept busy. Mr. Marhoff is a 
native of Chicago, and has lived in this city for twelve 
years. He is a young man and has deservedly gained popu- 
larity in trade circles by his unceasing efforts to please his 
patrons He is a member of the Manufacturers* Associ- 
ation. Telephone call 1658. 



OMAHA PACKING COMPANY. 

We desire to make special reference in connection with 
the packing industry to the representative and reliable 
Omaha Packing Company, pork and beef packers, whose 
office and works are located near the Union Stock Yards, 
South Omaha. The company's principal offices and head- 
quarters are in Chicago, and they also have large packing 
houses in Hutchinson, Kan. This extensive and prosper- 
ous business was established in 1886 by the Fowler Pack- 
ing Company. Eventually in February, 1888. it was suc- 
ceeded by the present company, which was duly incorpo- 
rated under the laws of Illinois, with a paid-up capital of 
$500,000, and its trade now extends not only throughout 
the entire United States and Canada, but also to Mexico, 
the West Indies, Central and South America and Europe. 
Tbe following gentlemen are at present the officers, viz : 
P. L. Underwood, president; Anderson Fowler, vice-presi- 
dent; Robt. Stobo. secretary; Jas. Viles. Jr . treasurer, all 
of Chicago; T. W. Taliaferro, manager. South Omaha. 
The company's works in the Gate City have an area of sev- 
eral acres, and have excellent railway facilities and sheds 
and pens to accommodate 200 head of cattle and 5. ('00 
hogs. Last year they killed 848.046 hogs, and 85.000 head 
of cattle. They employ constantly 866 hands. The pack- 



ing houses are fully equipped with the latest improved ap- 
pliances and machinery operated by steam power, and 
there are nine boilers of seventy-five and two^ of 100 horse- 
power each, and three steam engines of 125 horse-powe^ 
each on the premises. The electric plant furnishes 209 
electric lights, and the cold storage is complete in every 
detail. They own 250 refrigerator and tank pars, and deal 
in fresh pork and beef. lard, oils, dry salt meats, mess 
pork, spiced meats, green hams, /shoulders, smoked meats, 
fertilizers, etc. A specialty is made of Peach Brand Hams 
and Sunflower Lard, which are unsurpassed in this country 
or Europe for quality and uniform excellence. Mr. T. W. 
Taliaferro, the manager of the Omaha packing houses is a 
native of Virginia, but has been in the company's employ- 
ment since his boyhood. 



GEORGE CANFIELD. 

One among the most popular stables in Omaha is the 
Famam Street Boarding and Sales Stables at Eighth and 
Farnam streets. The business was established in 1881 by 
Canfield & Wilbur, and in 1885 came under the control of 
Mr. Geo. Canfield, who bought the premises now occupied, 
a two-story brick building having dimensions of 60x150 
feet. There is ample stall room for upwards of 100 horses. 
The stable is thoroughly ventilated, drained and lighted. 
Mr. Canfield owns a number of fine driving and carriage 
horses and elegant carriages, which are let at all hours for 
use. The accommodations for boarding horses are first- 
class in every respect, and Mr. Canfield has in his care half 
a hundred valuable animals belonging to the citizens. A 
special department of his business is handling and dealing 
in horses, and is constantly receiving consignments of 
driving and work horses from all parts of the West. He 
is a gentleman in whom tbe most implicit confidence may 
be placed. His office is connected by telephone with all 
portions of the city, call 368. * 



SOL. BERGMAN JEWELRY COMPANY. 

The movement of the most substantial business enter- 
prises toward the middle west is one of the most salutary 
signs of the future i6 store for those cities having the ad- 
vantage of location and facilities for communication with 
all centers, thus making them central and distributing 
points. Omaha is particularly favored in this way, and 
has had many of the most reputable concerns in the coun- 
try locate here, none, however, of greater importance than 
the well-known Sol. Bergman Jewelry Company. This 
house was started in 1888 by Sol. Bergman & Co., and was 
continued in that form until June 1. 1891, when the pres- 
ent company was incorporated under the Nebraska laws 
with a capital of $80,000. The president is Mr. Gus Berg- 
man, of New York, and the secretary and treasurer, Mr. 
F. Bergman, who resides in this city. The business done 
by this concern is of the most extensive character and ex- 
tends throughout the West and Northwest, many large 
orders^ being received from the leading jewelers and watch- 
makers throughout the entire section. The company 
imports watchmakers' and jewelers' supplies, optical goods, 
etc., they also deal in movements, cases, clocks, silver- 
ware and all kinds of jewelry, carrying an extensive stock 
of the very finest goods of every description. The busi- 
ness is conducted in the Granite Block, 818 South Fifteenth 
street, between Farnam and Harney streets. The store is 
commodious and very handsomely and attractively fitted 
up with show and wall cases, safes, etc. A splendid dis- 
play of goods is carried and facilities are enjoyed for hand- 
ling this large and very valuable line of goods. The head- 
quarters of this company are in New York, but a very im- 
portant business is handled here and Mr. Bergman, the 
secretary, has become very popular in leading social and 
commercial circles. 
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GEDNEY PICKLE COMPANY. 

The leading concern in its special line in Omaha is that 
known as the Gedney Pickle Company, which was 
incorporated under the Nebraska laws in 1890, with a 
capital of $25,000. The gentlemen at the head of this 
company have had an extensive business experience and are 
everywhere held in high esteem for their hi^h social and 
business standing. The president. Mr. W. W. Marsh, has 
resided in Omaha a number of years, and is well-known in 
business circles. Mr. C. B. Gedney, vice-president and 
general manager, is a native of Minnesota, and has resided 
in Omaha since 1891. as has also J. L. Pickering, secretary, 
who is likewise a native of Minnesota. One of the leading 
stockholders is Mr. J. W. Rodefer, who gives the business 
close attention. The premises occupied by this concern are 
located at the comer of Eleventh and Grace streets. 
Omaha, and are 75x120 feet in dimensions, the building 
being two and one-half stories in height. It is supplied 
with steam cooking apparatus and elevators, as well as 
every appliance for packing all kinds of pickles in wood and 
glass, the mauiacture of whUe wine and cider vinegar, 
sauces, relishes, catsup, pepper sauce, chow chow, piccalilli, 
etc. 'From twenty to thirty experienced hands are em- 
ployed in the factory and a full staff of traveling salesmen are 
kept constantly on the road. An immense business is done, 
the trade being principally throug|]out the districts of 
Nebraska. Iowa, Wyoming. Utah ana South Dakota. 



WILLIAM STEINHOUS.. 

Engraving in all its branches has no abler exponent in 
Omaha than Mr. William Steinhons. whose handsome 
offices are in 684 Paxton Block. The business was estab- 
lished in 1875 by Mr. Steinhous, who being a thoroughly 
qualified engraver and printer, fully conversant with every 
detail and feature of this important industry, and the re- 
quirements of the most critical patrons, soon secured a 
large and influential patronage. The range of work em- 
braces photo-engraving in all its branches, zinc-etching, 
photo-litho transfers and half-tone work. A specialty is 
made of engravings for catalogues, books, etc. , while letter- 
heads, checks, receipts, billheads, business cards, and com- 
mercial work of every description are executed in most 
workmanlike and artistic manner. His workroom now at the 
above address, is well appointed in every department and 
perfectly equipped with all the must modern and latest im- 
proved machinery, tools, appliances and devices kindred to 
the trade, enabling him to execute, without delay, the largest 
contracts. Mr. Steinhous is a native of Germany, and has 
resided in Omaha many years, where he is highly regarded 
in business circles for his integrity and ability, and has an 
enviable reputation for the artistic merits of his work. 



GEO. C. BUCK <& SON. 

The commission trade has many responsible representa- 
tives in this city, but among the most able stands that of 
Geo. C. Buck & Son, whose establishment is located at the 
comer of N and Twenty-fourth streets This house was 
esUblished in 1889 by Buck & Crane. In 1890 Mr. 
Crane retired and the present firm was formed, and since 
that time have occupied the above location. This store 
covers a floor area of 20x60 feet and is excellently adapted 
for the purposes of the business. The firm is in constant 
receipt of heavy consignments of potatoes, apples, berries, 
butter, eggs, cheese, poultry 'and other choice farm dairy 
and garden produce which they receive from country 
merchants. They make a liberal advance on all consign- 
ments and no house is better able to place these shipments 
in the most profitable markets. Mr. Geo. C. Buck, the 
senior member of the firm was bom in Michigan, but re- 
moved to Nebraska thirteen years ago. He is thoroughly 
conversant with every detail of the business and the require- 
ments of the trade, and is building up a permanent and 



successful business. He is a prominent member of the 
Knights of Pythias. Mr. C. C. Buck is also a native of 
the state of Michigan and is one of our rising young busi- 
ness men. He has an enviable standing in trade circles. 
This firm has the reputation of endeavoring to faithfully 
serve the best interests of its patrons. 



THE SINGER MANUFACTURING COMPANY. 

There is no sewing machine company in the country 
better known than tlM Singer Manufacturing Company, 
and there is no company which shows more enterprising ' 
and original methods of doing business, or employs better 
men to conduct that business, than this same Singer Com- 
pany. The Omaha agency is no exception to the general 
rule It is located at 1516 Douglas street, and is conducted 
by Mr. A. J. Dunne. He is a young man of exceptionally 
good business qualifications, one thoroughly alive to the 
peculiar temper of the trade, and one who keeps constantly 
posted on the doings of his rivals. Mr. Dunne employs a 
number of traveling salesmen, who travel constantly 
throughout Nebraska, Iowa, Wyoming, Idaho and other 
points in the West and Northwest. The store is fitted up 
in an elegant manner. Samples of every style, kind and 
finish of Singer Machines on the market to-day can be 
seen there. The finishings of the office are of walnut, 
and the walls are adomed with many beautiful samples of 
work done by the aid of the machine. Mr. Dunne is a 
native of Omaha, and his success is assured. 



TEMPLETON BROTHERS. 

Among the most successful and prosperous business men 
in South Omaha, are Messrs. O. L. Templeton and W. G. 
Templeton. trading under the firm name of Templeton 
Bros. , as dealers in dry goods, notions and furnishing goods, 
at 415 Twenty-fourth street. The business was established 
in March, 1890, by Richards & Saunders, who were suc- 
ceeded in September. 1891. by Templeton Bros. The 
present location has been occupied since May 1. 1892. The 
firm occupy a store and basement, each 25x75 feet in size. 
They carry a general stock of all kinds of dry goods, notions 
and furnishing goods. Everything is new, and their custo- 
mers have all of the latest styles from which to make 
selections. The goods are arranged in an artistic manner, 
the show windows being decidedly attractive. Four effi- 
cient clerks are employed, and the business is in charge of 
Mr. O. L. Templeton. Both of the brothers are young men 
and natives of Iowa. Mr. W. G. Templeton has resided in 
Omaha for the past ten years. He is the cashier of the 
Midland State Bank in Omaha and is also a prominent 
member of the F. &. A. M. 



M. H. PARRISH. 

Mr. M. H. Parrish is recognized as a first-class carpen- 
ter and builder. He does a large and extensive business, 
which he established himself about three years ago. He 
has been located at the present premises, 1815 Davenport 
street for the past two years. These are commodious and 
fully equipped with all necessary conveniences and appli- 
ances. Mr. Parrish furnishes estimates and enters into 
contracts of any magnitude for the erection of buildings of 
all kinds, and has won an enviable reputation for the 
efficient manner in which he executes his work. His 
prices asked are the lowest consistent with the best 
workmanship. Besides contracting and building public 
buildings and residences, he also makes and repairs furni- 
ture, and does all kinds of jobbing which is always done 
neatly and promptly. A specialty is made of office and 
bank work. Six assistants are constantly required. Mr. 
Parrish is a native of Berkshire, Mass.. and has resided in 
Omaha for twenty -two years. He is highly respected by 
all having dealings with him. 
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TRAVELERS INSURANCE COMPANY. 
W. I. HAWKS. District Agent. 

Everybody is ready to hear of an opportunity for making 
a profitable investment, especially where the outlay is 
small and the returns of more than usual magnitude. 
Omaha has been a most fruitful field for quick returns and 
large profits, but there have never been better opportuni- 
ties offered for a safe, sure and high class investment than 
those made by the well-known and thoroughly reliable 
Travelers Insurance Company of Hartford, Conn. This 
company was incorporated in 1864 under the laws of Con- 
necticut, and has had a prosperous pareer. Its officers are 
men who have established a national reputation for ability 
as financiers and business men, and the affairs of the com- 
pany under their direction are constantly iniproving. The 
paid-up cash capital of the company is $1,006,000. and the 
total assets now amount to $18,618,111.95. while the liabili- 
ties only number $11, 128,545.58, leaving a surplus as regards 
policy holders of $3,489,566.87. The president of the com- 
pany is Jas. G. Batterson; secretary, Rodney Dennis; 
assistant secretary, John E. Morris; actuary. George Ellis; 
superintendent of agencies, . Edward V. Preston. The 
company writes both regular life and accident insurance, 
their policies being characterized by their simplicity and 
liberality to the insured. In the accident department they 
do the largest business of any company in the world. The 
Omaha branch was opened in 1882 by the present manager, 
Mr. W. I. Hawks, who has been connected with the com- 
pany for fourteen years. He was formerly connected with 
the Boston branch, and is one of the best known and most 
progressive representatives of this celebrated company. 
The office is located in the Range Building, at Fifteenth 
and Harney streets. Room 810. Mr. Hawks has a large 
number of local agents under him. and a very large busi- 
ness is done in this district. Mr. Hawks is prominent in 
social and business circles, and is popular with all who 
know him. being a gentlemen of the highest standing, and 
having large business capacity. 



S. M. PRESS. 



One who can claim more than his proportionate share of 
popularity among the clothiers in South Omaha is Mr. S. 
M. Press, dealer in clothing, bats, caps, trunks and valises, 
boots, shoes, etc.. Mr. Press is a native of Russia, and has 
been in Omaha four years. He established himself in 
business at the present site. 8428 N street, in 1888. and the 
premises comprise a large store of ample dimensions, 
stocked to repletion with a very large assortment of stylish 
ready made clothing for men. youths', boys' and children, 
the latest fashions in hats and caps, also boots and shoes, 
trunks and valises, and all the newly imported attractions 
in gents' furnishing goods and umbrellas, all of which are 
offered at prices to lead to an increasing business. New 
goods are being constantly added to the stock. Mr. Press 
is a member of the F. & A. M.. and highly esteemed. 



A. BURMESTER. 

One of the best known among the many active business 
men in Omaha is Mr. A. Burmester. dealer in stoves and 
manufacturer of tinware, roofer, etc. Mr. Burmester is a 
German by birth, and came to the United States in 1856. 
He came to Omaha in 1861. and at the commencement of the 
war enlisted in the First Nebraska Infantry under Colonel 
Thayer, afterwards govenor of the state. He served faith- 
fully and well in the army for a period of three years, ris- 
ing to the rank of sergeant of Company B of the regiment. 
In 1867 he established the business he is now conducting 
witb such marked success. The commodious premises oc- 
cupied are at 1818 Dodge street. The store has an area of 



25x100 feet, and is arranged with an especial adaptability 
for all purposes of his business. Mr. Burmester keeps on 
sale an extensive stock of goods, embracing stoves and 
ranges of all kinds, including the celebrated stoves and 
furnaces manufactured by G. Hess, for which he is agent, 
also a complete assortment of tinware and kitchen furnish- 
ing goods. In the workshop connected with the store, ex- 
perienced hands are employed and every care and attention 
IS paid to manufacturing tinware to order, doing all kinds 
of sheet iron work and repairing and jobbing. He makes a 
specialty of tin roofing and furnishes estimates and executes 
the work in the best and most substantial manner at the 
very lowest prices. 



JOHN BOEKHOFF. 

In the whole^le liquor business no city in this country 
of its size is so thoroughly well represented as Omaha, 
and in Omaha there is no more thoroughly representative 
house than that of Mr. John Boekhoff at 1210 Douglas 
street. This business was originally established in 1875 
by Mr. Charles Gruening. and in 1886 Boekhoff & Mack 
succeeded him. In 1890 Mr. Mack retired and Mr. 
Boekhoff has since conducted it alone. He was in the 
employ of Mr. Charles Gruening for seven years and so 
has been brought up with the business. Mr. Boekhoff is a 
native of Germany and is a gentleman of middle age, and 
came to Omaha twenty-four years ago. He has a large 
number of friends and influential business acquaintances, 
and his trade extends over Nebraska and Iowa. The 
premises occupy a ground floor and basement 22 
feet wide and running l^k 100 feet to the alley, and he 
carries a very large stock, making a specialty of handling 
fine goods. He imports every kind of foreign wines and 
liquors, and also deals in California red wines and cham- 
pagnes. He always has of hand several of the leading 
brands of Kentucky whiskies and Pennsylvania and Mary- 
land ryes, and carries imported brandies and whiskies 
both in bulk and case. He also does considerable jobbing 
in domestic and importad cigars. One thing is certain, 
and that is that anything we get from Mr. Boekhoff is sure 
to turn out just as represented, and in the matter of 
prices he is not afraid of comparisoi^ with any other 
house in the trade. 



PROF. M. MONHEIT. 

In this age of refinement, wealth and enterprise, the de- 
mands of all classes are more exacting than ever before in the 
care and adornment of the hair, the hands and the feet. . A 
leading exponent of these arts in this city is Prof. M. Mon- 
heit. manufacturer of hair goods, hair ornaments, etc. A 
specialty with the Professor is that of dealing in hair dressers' 
materials, and ladies' toilet articles, while he gives particular 
attention to the arts of manicure and pedicure. He opened 
his parlors here two years ago. and occupies three rooms 
on the second floor, viz. : Reception room, ladies' hair dress 
ing parlor and operating room of the building at 1518 Douglas 
street. All that pertains to cutting, curling, shampooing, 
singeing, etc. , are strictly attended to by two of the most 
competent artists that money can secure. Wigs, braids, 
curls, bangs, etc., are made to order. Telephone service 
No. 1084 is provided, and society ladies desiring to make 
appointments for hair dressing receive immediate attention. 
The manicure and chiropodal department is exclusively 
under Mr. Monheit's supervision, and 2.000 celebrated 
people whose signatures appear in the Professor's register 
can testify to his success in beautifying hands and feet. 
He is an Austrian by birth. In all the principal cities of 
his native country, as well as in London and Berlin, he had 
professional experience among European aristocracy in 
his special line. Professor Monheit came to New York in 
1880. where he resided nine years prior to removing to this 
city, where he has gained a fine patronage. 
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OMAHA CARRIAGE TOP COMPANY. 

The increased demand for vehicles in common with 
nearly all manufactured articles of popular use, has made 
it possible to sustain important branches of business 
directly related to their production. One of the leading 
manufacturing concerns of this city, in this connection, is 
the Omaha Carriage Top Company, of which Mr. A. T. 
Darby has control. This business was established three 
years ago by Messrs. Anderson & Darby, the partners 
being Mr. C. J. Anderson and the present proprietor. 



About a year ago Mr. Anderson retired and the present 
proprietor continued the business alone. All kinds of 
buggy tops, cushions, backs, buggy-boots, dashes, fenders, 
aprons, dust hoods, etc.. are manufactured and sold to 
dealers at the lowest market rates. The business is con- 
ducted at 214 North Fifteenth street, where a one-story 
frame building 25x40 feet in dimensions is occupied for 
business purposes. The work is all done by hand, a 
number of experienced workmen being employed. The 
trade is with all sections of Nebraska and Iowa, this con- 
cern being patronized by the leading manufacturers of this 
section. Mr. Darby is a native of New York and has re- 
sided in Omaha four years. He is an agreeable gentleman 
and an active and progressive business man who is highly 
esteemed by all who know him. 



SOUTH OMAHA MUSIC COMPANY. 

One of the leading emporiums in this city for all that is 
connected with musical instruments, music and music sup- 
plies, is the South Omaha Music Company, whose finely 
appointed store is situated at 824 North Twenty-fifth 
street. The business was established in 1889 by Mr. C. ]. 
Collins, who is the sole proprietor, but as his duties as 
superintendent of the South Omaha Water Works takes up 
all his time, the store is under the very able care of his 
wife. Mr. Collins is a native of Vermont, and has been in 
Omaha four years. He belongs to several organizations, 
among which are the Ancient Order of United Workmen, 
the Freemasons, and the Knights of Pythias, Odd Fellows. 
Knight Templar Workman and Locomotive Engineers. In 
the store may be found a general stock of large and small 
musical instruments. These include Chicago Cottage 
Organs, Connover. Gabler.Aldrich. Schuber and Kingsbury 
Pianos, brass and string goods, sheet music, music books, 
musical literature and merchandise of every description. 
Pianos and organs are taken in exchange and new and 
second hand instruments sold on instalment or otherwise. 
Also all kinds of tuning and repairing is undertaken by the 
most competent hands. Whatever is sold at this estab- 
lishment may be relied upon to be exactly as represented, 
and the prices charged are such as will bear a most favorable 
comparison to those charged at other stores. 



KIRSCHBRAUN <& SONS. 

One of the most reliable and successful produce commis- 
sion houses in Omaha, is that of Messrs. Kirschbraun & 
Sons. 1209 Howard street. This business was established 
seven years ago by Messrs. £. L. & C. Kirschbraun. who 
are daily receiving produce from the best producing sec- 
tions of Nebraska. Iowa, Missouri and Kansas, and ship- 
ping not only East, but also West. The premises occu- 
pied, which they own and built expressly for the business, 
comprise a spacious three-story and basement brick build- 
ing 80x182 feet in area, fully equipped with all modern 
conveniences. The refrigerating department has a capa- 
city of 500 tons of ice, and the building cost $25,000. A 
heavy and first-class stock of butter, eggs, poultry and 
game is always carried. Consignments of choice produce 
are solicited, and liberal advances are made when required 
thereon. The firm have an extensive business in Omaha, 
in supplying grocers and retailers. The partners were all 
born in Germany, but have resided in the United States 
the greater part of their lives. They are popular mem- 
bers of the Produce Exchange. 



CARSON <& BANKS. 

One of the representative business houses of Omaha, 
whose reputation is of much more than locaA importance, 
is the well-known jewelry house of Carson & Banks. The 
business of this splendid concern was established three 
years ago by Mr. W. F. Carson, who associated with him 
Mr. W. A. Banks about two years ago when the present 
firm was founded. They conduct their extensive jewelry 
business at 80 Barker Block, Fifteenth and Famam streets, 
where they have two large rooms a£Fording ample accommo- 
dations for their large and increasing business. Their 
plant contains all the latest inventions and improvements 
tor diamond working, including the most complete polish- 
ing and cutting machines. They employ five experienced 
and thoroughly skilled hands in the manufacture of fine 
jewelry, diamond setting and mounting, etc. They furnish 
special designs for jewelry, and do all kinds of fine repair- 
ing at short notice. An extensive business is done, a very 
heavy local patronage being enjoyed. Mr. W. F. Carson 
is a native of Montreal. Canada, who has resided in Omaha 
since 1886. while Mr. W. A. Banks was bom in England, 
having lived in Omaha since 1884. They are thoroughly 
experienced in their line of business and have the highest 
possible standing in trade circles. 



FLANIGAN <& HEAFEY. 

The Buckeye Stable, located at 418 and 420 South Nine- 
teenth street, was inaugurated in 1889 by Messrs. J. J. 
Flanigan and P. C. Heafey. The premises consist of a 
two-story building ^xl60 feet in area. The stable is well 
lilfhted, drained and ventilated, and supplied with pure and 
abundant water, while ten careful and experienced grooms 
and stable men are employed. There are accommodations for 
175 horses, including ten roomy box stalls. Special atten- 
tion is paid to the boarding of horses and the best of care 
is taken of horses, carriages, etc., committed to their 
charge. A large number of riding and driving horses are 
kept for livery purposes, and a most complete assortment 
of carriages, buggies, phaetons, etc., in the newest and 
most fashionable styles are kept for the use of the general 
public at all hours of the day or night. Orders are received 
by telephone. No. 841. The horse shoeing department 
contains three forges. Special attention is given to the 
shoeing of gentlemen's road,. coach and carriage horses, 
and a large patronage is enjoyed. Mr. J. J. Flanigan is a 
native of Cleveland, Ohio, and has resided in this city since 
1888. Mr. P. C. Heafey was bom in New York City and has 
resided in Omaha since 1877, and is a member of the firm 
Heafey <& Heafey. undertakers and embalmers, at 218 South 
Fourteenth street. 
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SNOW. LUND A CO. 

The leading drag bouse in Omaha is unquestionably tbat 
of Snow. Lund & Co. . wbose splendid establishment is lo- 
cated at the corner of Fifteenth and Famam streets. This 
house was established by Mr. D. W. Sax. eight years ago. 
In January, 1891, Messrs. McCormick & Lund succeeded 
to the business and continued it until February last when 
the present firm succeeded to the business, being incorpo- 
rated as Snow, Lund & Co. , under the laws of Nebraska, 
with a capital of $20,000, 918.000 of which is paid in. The 
president, Mr. H. W. Snow, is a graduate of the University 
of Michigan and is a capable and experienced druRgist and 
for eight years was the consulting chemist of Frederick 
Stearns & Co., of Detroit, one of the largest maniifacturing 
pharmaceutical houses in the country. Mr. J. McCormick, 
secretary and treasurer, is also a graduate as is Mr. J. G. 
Lund, vice-president. This company has established a 
business that reflects the highest credit upon its members 
and the city, being probably the foremost prescription store 
in the West. They occupy premises 22x60 feet in dimen- 
sions, with elegant tile floor, hard wood fixtures and every 
convenience. An elegant canopy top soda fountain is a 
feature of beauty, being the finest in Omaha and having 
cost $4,500. The large stock carried includes everything in 
pure drugs and chemicals, perfumes, toilet articles, soaps, 
brushes, sponges, surgical supplies, rubber goods, patent 
medicines, fancy articles, in fact everything within the legit- 
imate sphere of a first-class pharmacy. The greatest possi- 
ble care is given to compounding physicians' prescriptions, 
and they have one of the best equipped prescription depart- 
ments in the city. 

THE DIME SAVINGS BANK. 

One of the most popular and reliable institutions in 
Omaha, is the Dime Savings Bank. This bank was incor- 
porated under the state laws in March. 1890. with a 
capital of $25,000. It is officered by gentlemen who have 
had a large business experience and are known to be relia- 
ble and conservative business men and financiers. The 
president is Mr. W. H Russell, who has resided in Omaha 
since 1885, and is well-known in leading financial circles. 
Mr. W. F. Allen, vice-president, is a native of Massa- 
chusetts, who has resided in Omaha many years. Mr. J. G. 
Cortelyou, cashier, who is a native of New Jersey, has re- 
sided in Omaha one year. The directors are all connected 
with leading business houses or commercial interests and 
are well-known and highly respected. The bank is located 
at 1504 Famam street, where a splendid banking-room is 
occupied, being 25x60 feet in dimensions, and elegantly 
fitted up and furnished with every modern convenience. 
Deposits are received in amounts from 5 cents upward, and 
interest is allowed on deposits The bank's statement for 
April 1, 1892, shows $86,558.21 deposits. 



W. BOEHL. 



Prominent in Omaha, among those engaged in his line of 
business ranks Mr. W. Boehl. at 512 South Sixteenth street, 
near Howard. This enterprise was established by Mr. 
Boehl in 1869. and has been in continuous and successful 
operation up to date. The premises comprise a roopi 
22x40 feet and a basement 22x50 feet in dimensions, amply 
provided with every appliance and facility for the advan- 
tageous prosecution of the business. The scope of work 
accomplished by Mr. Boehl embraces key fitting, lock re- 
pairing, the adjustment of night locks, also electric work, 
bells, etc., while a specialty is made of bank, office and 
window wire guards. Estimates are furnished and contracts 
promptly and satisfactorily completed. Mr. Boehl is a 
thoroughly skilled and practical exponent of his craft. He 
has in his employment from three to ten able assistants. 
Repairing is also done of lawn mowers, etc. He is agent 
for Champion Iron Works, of Kent, Ohio, and has on hand 



at all times a great variety of wire and iron works. He is 
a prominent member of the G. A. R., having served his 
country in the Second Regiment of the Missouri Infantry. 
He is also a member of the I. O. O. F., and is prominently 
known in this city, having lived here for a period of 
twenty-five years. He is a native of Germany. 



F. L. COTTON. 

Among those prominently identified with the coal trade 
of this city is Mr. F. L. Cotton, whose office is at 1522 
Douglas street, and yard at Forty-third and Nicholas 
streets. Mr. Cotton originally established himself in this 
special line at Vincennes, Ind.. in 1876, removing to Omaha 
iu 1887. At his yard he keeps on hand, constantly, an 
ample stock of the best qualities of anthracite and soft coal, 
which he receives direct from the mines. In 1891 the 
supplying of ice to consumers was added to his coal business, 
and a very liberal patronage was soon built up. Mr. Cotton 
deals only in Walnut Hill Reservoir Ice, which is well known 
for its purity, and is prepared at all times to fill orders of 
any magnitude. He has in service six assistants and several 
teams and wagons. The telephone call of the office at 1522 
Douglas street is No. 1219. and that of the yard No. 1494. 
Mr. Cotton was born in West Virginia, and has resided in 
this city since 1887. 



A. W. SAXE. 



The oldest drug store in South Omaha is located at 2511 
N street. This store was established some six years ago. 
Mr. A. W. Saxe has been the proprietor for the past five 
years. The size of this pharmacy is 25x70 feet, and the 
large basement is utilized as a paint and paper shop for 
house and sign painting and papering, which Mr. Saxe 
carries on in connection with his store. His night service 
is especially efficient. All of the essences, tinctures and 
extracts are prepared personally by Mr. Saxe. or under his 
supervision. He employs two regtstered clerks in his store 
and an expert sign and house painter in his workroom. He 
makes a specialty of paper hanging and has had contracts for 
papering and painting some of the finest residences in South 
Omaha. In his store are to be found a complete assort- 
ment of drugs, paints, oils, wall paper, cigars, stationery 
and perfumery, a full line of toilet articles and first-class 
fancy goods. In the store is a beautiful soda fountain 
costing $3,200. In the five years Mr. Saxe has been in * 
business he has built up a large local trade and has the con- 
fidence and esteem of the people. 



D. O. McEWAN. 

As ranking among the most reliable plumbers in Omaha, 
should be mentioned Mr. D. O. McEwan, who has been 
established in business here ten years. Mr. McEwan 
is a native of Scotland, who went to Detroit, Mich., 
eighteen years ago, and engaged in the plumbing business. 
From there he removed to Omaha, and quickly developed 
a very large business. He is an active member of the 
Master Plumbers' Association, and has served as first vice- 
president of it. He is also a prominent Mason and Knight 
Templar. Mr. McEwan conducts his business at 1611 
Howard street, where he has commodious premises and 
where he carries a large stock of plumbing goods, baths, 
brackets, tubing, hot water and steam heaters and boilers, 
etc. He is the Western agent for the Berkefield's Fossil 
Meal Composition, non-conducting fire proof covering for 
steam pipes, boilers, etc. Also the non-corrosive automatic 
sprinkler apparatus for fire protection. He employes about 
thirty experienced workmen and does the representative 
business of the kind in Omaha, making a specialty of 'hot 
water heating, steam heating and sanitary plumbing, and is 
very highly esteemed. 
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C. J. ANDERSON. 

The leading manufacturer of carriage tops, cushions, 
backs, trimmings, etc.. is Mr. C. J. Anderson, whose estab- 
lishment is located at 319 South Twelfth street. Mr. Ander- 
son established this business four years ago on Fifteenth 
street, and moved to his present location about one year 
ago. He occupies a two-story brick and basement build- 
ing which is 25x50 feet in dimensions. Here he has every 



JOS. P. MEQEATK. 

Of all the makes of machines clamoring for popular ap- 
proval, none are better known or more universally used 
than the celebrated Remington Standard. This splendid 
machine has demonstrated by years of continued use that 
it contains all the elements of success, having durable 
parts, minimum number of pieces, light and responsive 
action, and every improvement added as soon as proved to 
be of actual worth. The office of the Remington in this 
city is at 1607 Farnam street, where Mr. Jos. P. Megeath 
handles the territory contained in Nebraska and South- ^ 
western Iowa. Mr. Megeath has been established in Omaha 
for six years, and has conducted a branch office at Council 
Bluffs four years. He does an extensive business with all 
parts of his territory, and has placed machines with nearly 
all of the leading business houses and financial institutions 
of this city. The office, at the address mentioned above, is 
14x40 feet in dimensions and is elegantly fitted, and is 
stocked with a full supply of fine machines, copiers, brushes, 
carbon papers, copying books, perforators, erasers, eye- 
leters, inks, ribbons, oilers, pencils, rubber bands, cases, 
etc. Typewriters are rented at reasonable rates. Mr. 
Megeath is a native of Omaha, and is well and favorably 
. known in business circles. 



facility for manufacturing the highest class of fine carriage 
trimmings and goods, doing only first-class hand work and 
employing six first-class workmen who are thoroughly 
experienced. He also deals in horse clothing, blankets, 
covers, robes, sleigh bells, etc., and enjoys the patronage 
of the leading business men. manufacturers and dealers of 
this city. The show rooms are located on the ground floor 
of the premises and the factory occupies the second floor. 
Mr. Anderson is a native of Denmark and has resided in 
Omaha nine years. He is one of our wide awake, energetic 
and thoroughly reliable citizens in whom the utmost confi- 
dence may be placed. 



JOHN RUDD. 

One of the leading and popular jewelers in this city is Mr. 
John Rudd, who has been established in his present busi- 
ness for a period of four years and located at his present 
address, 805 North Sixteenth street, for the past year. 
The premises occupied is a ground floor of ample dimen- 
sions, admirably arranged and fitted up with elegant and 
handsome show-cases, plate glass front and handsome 
counters, while a large and magnificent stock is at all times 
carried. The assortment of fine jewelry displayed em- 
braces everything that is fashionable in style, gold and 
silver watches of both foreign and domestic manufacture, 
solid silver and plated ware in new and handsome designs, 
clocks, optical goods, and a general line of useful and 
ornamental articles eminently suitable for wedding pres- 
ents and gifts for all occasions. Also a magnificent line of 
rings, earrings, pins, broaches, necklaces, chains, bracelets, 
lace pins, etc. We also recommend this establishment for its 
reliability in dealing in the choicest mounted diamond jewelry 
and precious stones set in all the popular styles. Repair- 
ing of fine watches and jewelry is a specialty, the work 
being at all times entrusted only to first-class workmen. 
In precious stones he carries a splendid assortment of 
diamonds, rubies, saphires. emeralds, pearls, opals, 
turquoises, etc. Mr. Rudd is a native of Norway and has 
been a resident of this city for some years. He has built 
up a large and permanent patronage which is steadily 
increasing. 



E. J. SEYKORA <& CO. 

One of the most conveniently arranged pharmacies in the 
city is that of Mr. £. J. Seykora & Co. The store is situa- 
ted at the corner of N and Twenty-fourth streets, has a 
splendid location, and the stock carried is shown off to the 
best advantage. This pharmacy is 80x55 feet in dimen- 
sions, containing an elegant soda water fountain costing 
93.000, and is well stock^ with a fine line of drugs, chemi- 
cals, patent medicines, toilet and fancy articles, stationery 
and. druggists' sundries, and has always on hand a choice 
line of imported and domestic cigars. Although only three 
years have elapsed since Mr. E. J. Seykora engaged in 
business at the present location, he has had fifteen years 
experience in the drug business, and is a member of the 
Nebraska State Pharmaceutical Association, also of the 
American Pharmaceutical Association, and physicians' pre- 
scriptions and family recipes are compounded in the most 
accurate and reliable manner from absolutely pure and 
best ingredients. Mr. Seykora is a native of Iowa, but 
has been a citizen of South Omaha since 1888, and is aa 
honored member of the I. O. O. F. 



E. L. ARMSTRONG. 

A leading and highly successful implement house of 
Omaha is that controlled by Mr. £. L. Armstrong, who 
conducts the business at 1308, 1310 and IS 12 Izard street. 
The business of this house has been established since 1885, 
when it was founded by Armstrong, Patterson & Co. In 

1889, the firm became known as Armstrong & Co., and in 

1890, Mr. £. L. Armstrong succeeded to the entire busi- 
ness. He occupies a three-story building at the above 
mentioned address, the premises being 66x182 feet in di- 
mensions, and having ample railroad switching facilities. 
A very large stock of agricultural implements is carried, 
which includes all the leading makes of harvesting, mow- 
ing, reaping, binding, thrashing and winnowing machinery, 
also plows, harrows, rakes, cultivators, buggies, carriages, 
wagons, engines, horse-powers, etc. A very extensive 
business is done, the trade being with all sections of Ne- 
braska, Iowa, Wyoming, Idaho and the West. A specialty 
is made of transferring and re-shipping for the manufact- 
urers. Mr. Armstrong employs six persons, and is con- 
stantly widening his territory and increasing the business. 
Mr. Armstrong was born in Ohio aad has resided in Omaha 
thirty-five years. 
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WILLIAM SNYDER. 

One of the most successful and relis^ble manufactarers of 
fine carriages, buggies, and phaetons in Omaha is Mr. Wm. 
Snyder, whose workshops and showroom are centrally 
located at 1820 to 1824, corner Harvey and Fourteenth 
streets. Mr. Snyder established this business thirteen years 
ago. and his trade now extends throughout Nebraska. Iowa. 
Wyoming. Idaho, Colorado, Utah and the West. He 
occupies a spacious one-story building 66x77 feet in area. 
Here he employs fifteen first-class workmen, and builds to 
order carriages, buggies, surreys, road wagons, cutters and 
sleighs. Only the best materials are utilized, and the 
vehicles produced are unexcelled for durability, elegance, 
strength and workmanship, while the prioes are extremely 
moderate. Orders are carefully attended to. Mr. Snyder is a 
native of Pennsylvania. He is highly esteemed for his 
mechanical skill and integrity, justly meriting the large 
measure of success secured in this important industry. 



WM. QLADISH. 

The popular and prosperous pharmaceutical establish- 
ment of Mr. Wm. Gladish is located at the southwest corner 
of Twelfth and Dodge streets. The premises are 20x50 feet 
in area. The interior and exterior appointments are of 
the finest. The stock is always full and complete and a 
special feature is made of the prescription department, 
physicians' formulas and family recipes being filled with the 
greatest care and accuracy. Mr. Gladish was born in 
Toronto. Canada, and has been a resident of Omaha for the 
past' thirteen years. He is registered by the Nebraska 
College of Pharmacy and is a member of the Ontario Col- 
lege of Pharmacy. Since he established histbusiness here 
thirteen years ago he has met with deserved success and 
has built up a wide, influential, liberal and permanent pat- 
ronage. Mr. Gladish is a thorough and accurate druggist 
in all its branches: in his dealings prompt, reliable and 
energetic. Telephone call 650. 



0. E. SATTERFIELD. 

One of the most thorough druggists in Omaha is Dr. C. 
E. Satterfield of 1718 Leavenworth street. He was first 
established in the drug business at Endicott. Jefferson Co., 
Neb., and he came to Omaha in 1891, purchasing the store 
of Mr. G. W. Parr at the above address. It had been in 
existence for nine years, and had a very fair patronage. 
The store is 22x70 feet in size, is fitted up for convenience 
and display, and the arrangement of the goods is artistic 
and attractive. He keeps on hand a full line of drugs and 
chemicals, all kinds of toilet articles and perfumery, and a 
large stock of the best brands of imported and domestic 
cigars. He also has a large line of fine confectionery. Dr. 
Satterfield imports his own extracts, tinctures and essences, 
thus guaranteeing their purity. He is a native of the State 
of West Virginia, and served three and a half years in the 
First West Virginia Light Artillery. He graduated at the 
Keokuk Medical College in the class of 1877. and still fol- 
lows the practice of medicine. He is registered as a mem- 
ber of the Nebraska State Board of Pharmacy. 



F. A. RINEHART. 

It is a well-known fact that theatrical people always want 
and get the best photographs. They are excellent judges of 
the art, and it is a great compliment to any photographer to 
be selected by them to do their work. The favorite pho- 
tographer with them in Omaha is F. A. Rinehart who has 
an office and studio at Sixteenth and Douglas streets. Mr. 
Rinehart established his business six years ago. and by 
doing artistic work soon attracted the attention of the elite 
of the city, and his fame spread throughout the country. 
His place of business occupies part of the second and third 
floors at the above number. The second floor is used as an 



office, reception and operating rooms, and the third floor 
for dark and finishing purposes. He has all the necessary 
appliances for conducting the business, and makes a 
specialty of cabinet photographs and street views, and can 
take fine views of groups in all kinds of weather. He makes 
a specialty also of children's pictures and produces wonder- 
ful results. Mr. Rinehart was born in Illinois, and came 
to Omaha from Denver six years ago. He is a member in 
good standing of the Photographers' Association of America. 

AMES REALESTATE AGENCY. 
Among the numerous real estate houses of this city none 
has a higher reputation or better standing than the Ames 
Real Estate Agency. This business has been established 
ten years, having been founded by the present proprietors. 
They occupy elegant offices located at 1507 Famam 
street, where they utilize a one-story brick building 20x00 
feet in dimensions. They act as investors agents and rep- 
resent non-residents in the collection of rents and manage- 
ment of property. City, farm and suburbcm property is 
bought and sold on commission; loans are negotiated and 
syndicates formed. The agency is a member of the Real 
Estate Board and represents numerous eastern capitalists. 
They have money on hand at all times to loan on good real 
estate security. This house is characterized as being one 
of the most substantial and progressive in the business and 
is favored with the patronage of many of the leading 
citizens of the city. The Messrs. Ames are well known in 
financial and . commercial circles, where they are regarded 
with high esteem. ' 

0. F. BRESSERT. 
There are probably few more popular or m^II patronized 
meat markets in this section of this great city than that so 
ably presided over by Mr. C. F. Bressert at 1921 Leaven- 
worth street. This enterprise was established by its present 
proprietor two years ago. and under his efficient manage- 
ment has become very prosperous. The premises occupied 
are of ample dimensions, conveniently arranged for trade 
purposes and provided with cold storage and other acces- 
sories. The stock handled embraces prime fresh beef, veal, 
mutton, lamb, salt and smoked meats, bacon, ham. shoul- 
ders, lard, sausage and kindred bog products, fish, game 
and poultry in season. These Mr. Bressert is prepared to 
supply in quantities to suit hotels, restaurants, private 
families and consumers generally, a special feature being 
made of family trade. Two assistants are employed; 
prices are gauged on lowest market rates, and all orders are 
promptly delivered free of extra charge. Mr. Bressert is a 
middle aged gentleman of German birth, and has resided 
in Omaha the past three years. 

GOODMAN DRUG COMPANY. 
This business was established twenty-five years ago by' 
Mr. C« F. Goodman, who carried it on till 1889, when it 
was incorporated under the laws of Nebraska, with a paid 
up capital of $50,000, Mr. C. F. Goodman being the presi- 
dent and Mr. O. P. Goodman the secretary. The offices 
are located at 1110 Farnam street. They occupy a three- 
story and basement brick building, 25x125 feet in area. In 
their drug store they keep constantly on hand full supplies 
of the purest drugs and chemicals, patent medicines, toilet 
articles, perfumery and everything usually found in a first- 
class establishment. This house is headquarters in Omaha 
for surgical instruments, elastic stockings, trusses, batteries, 
mathematical instruments, operating and dentists' chairs, 
and all kinds of physicians* and surgeons' supplies. Prices 
quoted in all cases are extremely just and moderate. 
Twelve clerks and assistants are employed, and the trade 
now extends throughout the Western and Northwestern 
States to the Pacific Coast. Mr. C. F. Goodman was born 
in Germany, while Mr. O. P. Goodman is a native of New 
York. They have both resided in Omaha for the last 
quarter of a century, and are highly esteemed in business 
circles for their enterprise and sterling integrity. 
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GEO. MILLARD. 

The leading manufacturers' broker in lumber in this city 
is Mr. Geo. Millard, who has been identified with the lum- 
ber business during the past thirty-four years. He was 
formerly located at Burlington. Iowa, coming to this place 
four years ago. He handles white and yellow pine lumber, 
doing a commission brokerage business, and represents C. 
Lamb & Sons of Clinton. Iowa, the Langford & Hall Lam- 
ber Company of Fulton. Iowa, Nelson, Tenning & Co. of 
Minneapolis, Bovey De Lathre Lumber Company of Min- 
neapolis, the Rice Lake Lumber Company of Rice Lake, 
Wis., who manufacture lumber, lath and shingles. He 
also represents the house of Lindsay & Phelps, manufac- 
turers of gang-sawed lumber, whose headquarters are at 
Davenport, Iowa, the Davis & Star Lumber Company of 
Eau Claire. Wis.. Hersy & Bean Lumber Company of 
Stillwater. Minn. Mr. Geo. Millard's office is at No. 708, 
New York Life Building. The telephone is 1119, and cor- 
respondence is given prompt attention. He is a native of 
Washington County, New York, and has been West since 
1858. 

GEO. SCHROEOER <& CO. 

The establishment of Schroeder & Co., 438 South Elev- 
enth street, occupies the ground floor and basement of a 
splendid brick building 25x60 feet in dimensions. A large 
business is done in handling all kinds of country produce 
on commission. Poultry, eggs, butter, cheese, fruits, etc., 
are received on consignment and sold, and prompt retams 
with satisfactory settlements are made to patrons. The 
patronage of the house is from all sections of Nebraska, 
Iowa and the West, and a very extensive business is done. 
Liberal advances are made on consignments when so de- 
sired. The business is conducted by Mr. Geo. Schroeder, 
who is a native of Germany, having resided in Omaha for 
a number of years. He is an energetic business man, a 
member of the Produce Exchange and is held in the high- 
est esteem by his numerous friends and patrons. 



THE MARSHALL DENTAL MANUFACTURING CO. 

The representative and most noted concern in Omaha, 
actively engaged in the sale of dental instruments and sup- 
plies, is that known as The Marshall Dental Manufacturing 
Company of Des Moines, whose branch dental depot is lo- 
cated at 118 South Sixteenth street. This progressive and 
reliable company was duly incorporated under the laws of 
Iowa in 1887. with a paid-up capital of $50,000, Mr. A. H. 
Marshall being the president and Mr. W. R. Marshall the 
secretary and treasurer. Mr. T. C. Van Buren, the man- 
ager, has had long experience and is thoroughly acquainted 
with every detail of this important and valuable business 
and the reqmirements of the most critical dentists. The 
premises occupied in Omaha comprise two comniodious 
rooms, where a choice and complete stock is always on 
hand. The assortment includes all kinds of dental in- 
struments, artificial teeth, dental engines, ch9irs, gas ap- 
paratus, tooth brushes and powders. The trade extends 
throughout Nebraska, Utah. Colorado, Wyoming. North 
Kansas and Idaho. Orders are carefully filled at lowest 
prices. Mr. Van Buren was born in New York State. He 
is an energetic, honorable business man. who has gained 
the entire confidence of the company's numerous customers. 



M. J. KENNARO db Co. 

One of the real estate and loan firms of Omaha, which 
makes a specialty of high class investments, is that of 
M. J. Kennard & Co , which has an office in rooms 908 and 
909 New York Life Building. The business was established 
six years ago by -Mr. Kennard. Two years ago he was 
joined by a silent partner and the business has been con- 
ducted since that time under the first mentioned style. 



The firm makes a specialty of the handling of non-resi- 
dents' property, managing estates, taking entire charge 
thereof, and the sale and rental of buildings in all parts of 
the city. They also secure real estate loans and have on 
hand at all times a large lot of first mortgage papers for sale. 
The firm has special facilities for the sale of state, county, 
town.«hip, city, railroad, public improvement and private 
enterprise bonds of all characters. Their connection with 
the money centers in the East are oneqalled, and they 
are enabled to place bonds at good figures. Their charges 
for work of all character are very reasonable. The offices of 
the firm are very handsomely fitted np and splendidly 
arranged. They have electric light, steam heat, vaults, 
etc. Mr. Kennard is a native of Henry County, Ind., 
aud came to Omaha in 1876. He is a member of the 
Masonic body. He devotes very close attention to his 
business and takes more than a passing interest in all 
questions in which the general good of the community are 
at stake. 

J. J. HANIGHEN. 

The most capable exponent of the plumbers' trade io 
Omaha is Mr. J. J. Hanighen who has been established in 
this city since 1886. He has occupied the premises located 
at 2705 Leavenworth street four years. The store meas- 
ures 22x70 feet and an extensive stock is carried which 
invoices over $2,500. and is kept constantly replenished. 
Seven experienced workmen are smployed and a specialty 
is made of sanitary work, the greatest care being exercised 
to secure the most satisfactory results. Mr. Hanighen is a 
native of Missouri, and has resided in Omaha since 1886. 
He is thoroughly practical and experienced, and is held in 
high esteem. 

FLEMINGS' <& BLACK. 

This splendid concern has besn established in the city 
two years and does an extensive business in stereotyping, 
electrotyping and all kinds of plating. The business is 
conducted at 1114 Dodge street, where the ground floor 
and basement of a large brick building are utilized. They 
are 80x50 feet in dimensions and are equipped with all 
modern appliances and machinery. The basement is used 
for the silver plating department, the first floor for office 
purposes and the electrotyping and sterotyping depart- 
ments. All kinds of plating work is done promptly and in 
the most careful manner. Sterotyping gold, niclde, silver 
and other plating is done on all metals, electrotypes are 
made from steel and copper plates, and polishing brass- 
chandelier work is made a specialty. This house is well 
patronized both by local printers and manufactuers as well 
as those of adjacent territory. Six competent workmen 
are employed in producing a high grade of work. The 
firm consists of gentlemen of wide practical experience and 
high business sunding, its members being J. Fleming, 
Sr., and James Black. 

ANTON CAJOR*. 

Mr. Cajori has been established in the drug business in 
this city since 1888. For three years he was located at 
Tenth and Pacific streets, reqioving to the store now oc- 
cupied at the corner of Sixth and Pierce streets in 1886. 
TIm pharmacy is 22x40 feet in area and everything that is 
usually kept in a first-class store is to be found here. The 
prescription department is under the immediate supervision 
of Mr. Cajori and every care is exercised to insure accuracy 
and promptness. Only the purest and freshest drugs are 
used. Mr. Cajori being careful to select such as are of the 
highest standard. The patronaee is large and each suc- 
ceeding year is growing; in importance and becoming more 
widely extended. Mr. Cajori. who was born in Switzerland, 
arrived in this country in 1866 and for eighteen years resided 
in Wisconsin, coming to Omaha in 1888. He is a licentiate 
of the Nebraska State Board of Pharmacy. 
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CHURCHILL PUMP COMPANY. 

The representative and most noted concern in Omaha 
extensively engaged in the sale of steam, water and plumb- 
ers' supplies, is that known as the Churchill Pump Com- 
pany, whose offices and salesrooms are eligibly located at 
1014 and 1016 Douglas street. This company was incorpo- 
rated ten years ago under the laws of Nebraska, with a 
paid-up capital of $53,000, and first commenced business at 
Council Bluffs. Eventually in 1885, the business was re- 



which are the best in the world. He has been unusually 
successful with children in treating malformations or de- 
formity growths. Dr. Paul is a meipber of the Odd Fellows' 
order. 



moved to Omaha, and its trade now ei^tends throughout all 
sections of Nebraska, Iowa, Kansas, Wyoming, Colorado 
and to the Pacific Coast. The following gentlemen, widely 
and favorably known in trade circles for their enterprise, 
business ability and strict integrity are the officers, viz.: 
E. V. Lewis, president and treasurer; W. H. Raymen, 
vice-president; A. S. Cost, secretary. The officers have 
had long experience in this important business. They 
occupy a spacious five-story and basement building 44xlH2 
feet in area, fully equipped with every convenience, ele- 
vators, etc. Here they keep an extensive and first-class 
stock of all kinds of steam, water and plumbers' supplies, 
pumps, iron and lead pipe, all sizes, which are offered to 
the trade at manufacturer's prices. They are agents in 
Omaha for Mast. Foos & Co. 's, Springfield, Ohio, pumps, 
windmills, etc.. also for the Frank Ward, pumps, and the 
famous Buckeye pumps, etc. They employ ten clerks and 
assistants in their establishment, and also have several 
traveling salesmen on the road. Mr. Lewis is a native of 
Illinois, Mr. Rayner of Springfield, Ohio, while Mr. Cost 
was born in Indianapolis. Ind. Mr. Lewis is a popular 
member of the Board of Trade. 



DR. C. H. PAUL. 

If we may use the expression Dr. C. H.Paul is what we 
might call the father of dentistry in this city, having practiced 
here for the past twenty-four years, and when first he opened 
his office in Omaha there were no such things as dental col- 
leges known in the West. Dr. Paul is a native of Utica, N. 
Y. . and is now a gentleman of middle age. He has enjoyed 
an experience extending over twenty-eight years. He is a 
man who is possessed of extreme patience and genial tempera 
ment. and as a result his work is always done in a most 
thorough and painstaking manner. His present offices, ^t 
606 New York Life Insurance Building, are fitted up with a 
view to every comfort and convenience of his patients, and 
contains all the ingenious painless appliances that are 
known to the skill of modern dentistry. He administers 
gas for extraction when required. Dr. Paul undertakes 
everything that comes under the head of dentistry, but 
makes a specialty of fine gold filling and artificial work, for 
which latter he uses only White's teeth pf Philadelphia, 



ED. JOHNSTON & CO. 

Among the representative concerns conspicuous in con- 
ducting transactions in realty of all kinds is that of Ed. 
Johnston & Co., whose offices are at the corner of N and 
Twenty-fourth streets. The business of this con- 
cern was established in 1887 by Messrs. Johnston & 
Co., and during the intervening period their trans- 
actions have become very extensive, and have de- 
veloped a solid connection in all branches of the 
real estate business. They negotiate loans of all 
kinds, buy, sell, exchange real property of every de- 
scription in the city and vicinity, take the entire 
management of estates and secure good tenants, 
pay taxes and effect insurance for absent and non- 
resident owners, and make investments. They have 
the^ fullest confidence of leading capitalists and 
property owners. The firm's varied experience, keen 
appreciation of value and large acquaintance with 
business men combine to render their services pe- 
culiarly valuable to parties dealing in realty and 
those in need of loans. They are the sole agents for 
the sale of the South Omaha Land Company's prop- 
erty, and also make a specialty of investigating titles, 
having the only complete set of extracts of titles to 
all real estate in South Omaha in the city, and they 
furnish without charge abstracts of titles to all property 
sold through their agency. Mr. Johnston was born in 
Pennsylvania, and* has resided in Omaha since 1870. 



THE REED HOTEL. 

The most popular resort for stockmen is the Reed Hotel, 
which is situated at 515 North Twenty-fifth street. South 
Omaha, and is now under the very able and popular pro- 
prietorship of Doc Wright. It was established five years 
ago as the Great Western Hotel and was changed to the 
Reed Hotel in Janurry, 1891. Doc Wright succeeded Mr. 
W. J. Wood in December, 1891. The place is a fine four- 
story structure 60x160 feet in dimensions, and contains 
sixty-five rooms. It is conducted on the American plan, 
and the rates are $L50 per day. Being located near the 
Stock Yards, it is most convenient for stockmen and others 
interested in cattle. The cuisine of the house is excellent. 
Everything is done to study the comfort of guests. The 
proprietor. Doc Wright, is a native of Illinois, and a gen- 
tleman of middle age. He is a thorough hotel man, having 
been in the hotel business in Nebraska ten years, though he 
only came to Omaha a year ago. 

JOS. P. FRENZER. 

One of the most attractive among the many handsome 
stores in this city is that of Mr. Joseph P. Frenzer the 
jeweler at Fifteenth and Dodge streets, opposite the Post 
Office. Mr. Frenzer is a young man, was born in this city, 
and has had a valuable experience extending over thirteen 
years as a jeweler and watchmaker, nine of which he was 
with A. B. Hubermann. About two years ago. he embarked 
in business on his own account. The store is tastefully fitted 
up with plate glass show cases, electric lights, etc. Mr. 
Frenzer has displayed remarkable good taste in the se- 
lection of his stock of goods, and exhibits some of the 
most beautiful jewelry to be seen in the city; also fine gold 
and silver watches, sparkling diamonds, solitaire and in 
clusters, solid silver, plated ware, clocks, optical goods, etc. 
A specialty is made of fine watch, clock and jewelry repair- 
ing, also diamond setting, engraving and manufacturing 
jewelry, badges, charms, etc., to order. Mr. Frenzer 
fully warrants his goods to be exactly as represented, and 
is well prepared to offer the very best bargains to buyers. 
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F. R HEFT. 

One of the best known manufacturers in this city is Mr. 
F. R. Heft, cigar box maker. He has been established in 
business since 1884, and has built up a splendid trade. He 
occupies the third floor of 1501. 1503 and 1505 Jackson 
street, these premises being 60x33 feet in dimensions. The 
factory is equipped with every appliance for successfully 
conducting the business ana has a capacity of 6,000 boxes 
weekly. Many thousand feet of imported and imitation 
cedar wood are used, as well as woods fr^m Spain, Mexico 
and Cuba, and a splendid style and finish of box is turned 
out by thoroughly competent workmen. The trade ex- 
tends throughout Nebraska, Iowa, South Dakota, Kansas, 
Colorado and Indian Territory, etc. Mr. Heft is one of 
the most energetic business men of this city and has 
achieved his success by close application to business and th^ 
most honorable methods. He is an active member of the 
I. O. O. F., Knights of Pythias and the Modern Woodmen 
of America, and is everywhere regarded as a young busi- 
ness man of strict integrity and great ability. 



CREIGHTON HOTEL. 

A popular hotel in Omaha is the Cceighton Hotel, lo- 
cated at the corner of Capitol avenue and Thirteenth 
street. This splendid place was opened December 15th, 
1890, by the present proprietor Harvy Henderson. The 
hotel has forty rooms, all splendidly and comfortably 
furnished throughout. The dining-room is large and light 
and will seat fifty guests at one time. The building is a 
three-story structure 50x75 feet in dimensions, and is 
lighted by gas. Its location is of the most desirable char- 
acter, being convenient to all railroads and having cars 
passing the doors to all sections of the city. The table is 
splendidly supplied with the best the market affords, and 
the house has the patronage of the best commercial trade 
that visits Omaha. Mr. H. Henderson is a native of Penn- 
sylvania and has resided in Omaha three years. He is 
courteous and agreeable and is highly esteemed by all who 
know him. 



THE KING PAPER COMPANY. 

This splendid business has been established since 1891, 
when it was founded by the present proprietors, Messrs. 
Frank ]. King and O. J. King. The house does an im- 
mense business and is of more than local importance, the 
trade being drawn from all sections of Iowa. Nebraska and 
South Dakota. All kinds of wrapping, straw, manilla, bag, 
and other papers are handled, a specialty being made of 
straw, manilla and wrapping paper, paper bags and twine. 
The business is conducted at 1406 to 1408 Howard street, 
where they have removed to in order to facilitate their im- 
mense trade. The facilities are unsurpassed and the stock is 
selected with the greatest of care from the product of the 
leading mills of the country. A very large trade is carried 
on, most of the local dealers being regular patrons of the 
house. The proprietors are gentlemen of wide experience 
and the highest business and social standing. Both have 
numerous friends by whom they are held in the highest 
esteem. 



COE <& CARTER. 

Messrs. Coe & Carter, railroad tie contractors and 
dealers in live stock and Western lands, established this 
business thirty years ago in Nebraska City, whence they re- 
moved twenty years ago. Their offices are conveniently 
located at 202 to 208 McCague Building. They handle 
their own property, which consists of over 200,000 acres of 
coal and agricultural lands in Wyoming, and 120,000 acres 
of land in Lincoln, Keith and McPherson counties in Ne- 



braska, used for grazing purposes and farms. They raise 
and sell cattle and horses and do a very extensive business,' 
selling their cattle and horses at the South Omaha stock 
yards, and contract for railroad ties in large quan- 
tities. Their dealings in these alone make an important 
business each year, but their entire interests are simply 
gigantic and form one of the leading features of Omaha 
trade. This firm is composed of gentlemen of the widest 
experience and highest commercial standing, Messrs. Isaac 
Coe and L. Carter. Mr. Coe is a native of Connecticut, 
while Mr. Carter claims New Hampshire as his native 
place. 



CHAS. P. BENJAMIN. 

In the front rank of Omaha's real estate dealers and 
operators stands Mr. Chas. P. Benjamin, whose eligibly 
located office. 1506 Dodge street, is handsomely and 
attractively fitted up. Mr. Benjamin is a well-known 
real estate man of large experience, having conducted the 
business here since 1885. His personal attention is given 
to all branches of the business, buys and sells on order, 
makes exchanges of city for country property, and handles 
and deals in improved and unimproved realty of every de- 
scription. He also rents and leases houses, buildings, 
offices, stores, flats, takes charge of estates, secures good 
permanent tenants, collects rentals, places insurance in any 
of the old time tried fire organizations at the very lowest 
rates, and through his business connection with capitalists 
is enabled to negotiate loans on satisfactory terms at the 
shortest notice. Mr. Benjamin is a gentleman of ster- 
ling integrity and business acumen, and investors can 
always rely upon his sound and judicious advice, and 
owners of property can obtain many valuable hints from 
him how to increase the income from their holdings. Mr. 
Benjamin is a native of the City of Philadelphia, and 
throughout his business career in this city has always main- 
tained a high reputation as • a business man and useful 
citizen. 



MID-CONTINENT BOILER AND SHEET IRON WORKS. 

This business was established by J. M. Wilson about ten 
years ago, who conducted it alone for some years, being 
succeeded by Wilson & Brunner. In 1890 Mr. Brunner 
retired, and Mr. Geo. H. Drake replaced him. To-day the 
plant is the most extensive in this section. The variou^ 
departments are fully equipped with modem tools, ma- 
chinery and appliances, operated by a superior sixty horse- 
power engine. Twenty-five to fifty skilled mechanics are em- 
ployed, and the trade extends throughout Omaha and sur- 
rounding sections. The firm manufacture promptly to 
order all kinds of tubular flues and fire-box boilers, oil and 
water tanks, stacks and breeching, etc., and also make a 
special feature of doing general repairing. Considerable 
work for the mammoth packing houses, located in Omaha, 
has been executed at these works. The works cover two 
lots at the corner of Pierce and Nineteenth streets. Mr. 
Wilson is a native of New York, and has lived in this city 
for the past eleven years. He is a prominent member of 
the F. & A. M. Mr. Drake was born in Illinois, and has 
lived here two years. A specialty of this firm is the cele- 
brated Drake Flange Steel Lugs of which Mr. Drake is the 
inventor, and the Scully-Castle Company. 64 South Canal 
street, Chicago, sole manufacturers. This lug is a great 
improvement upon the old style of cast iron lug usually 
made from a mixture of old scrap iron and pig iron, and 
necessarily very heavy in order to give the requisite 
strength. It possesses manv points of merit and the 
attention of the trade is called to this really important 
component of boiler making. 
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HOME HOTEL. 

In no tnaoner is the present age more distinguished for 
emphatic progress than in respect to the modern accommo- 
dations furnished the traveling public. In this city a hotel 
that is very popular is the "Home." Mr. M. Olsen pro- 
prietor, located at 414 to 416 South Thirteenth street. The 
bouse was opened for the accommodation of guests by Mr. 
Olsen two years ago, and ofifers most excellent e ertain- 
ment to permanent and transient guests. The l^dilding 



is of brick, three stories high and 60x120 feet in dimen- 
tions. It contains fifty fine sleeping rooms, thoroughly 
Ven|ilated and lighted, and kept scrupulously neat and 
cloan. The house and furniture are entirely new and all 
the fittings and furnishings are of a superior character. 
It is conducted on the European plan and no other house 
in the city afifords such desirable accommodations at the 
rates charged, which range from 91 to $1.50 per day. 
First-class meals are furnished in the restaurant at 25 cents 
each or 98.50 per week. The restaurant is a feature of the 
house. It is 25x120 feet in area, contains sixty tables and 
has a seating capacity for sixty guests. Everything of the 
best in the way of substantials and delicacies properly 
cooked are served, and careful attention paid to customers 
by those familiar with their duties. Upwards of four 
hundred business men and citizens obtain their meals here 
daily, and without exception it is the best conducted restau- 
rant in the city. The Home Hotel is located on the line of 
horse cars and is convenient to the business center, the 
theaters, and all places of interest in and about the city. 
Mr. Olsen. the proprietor, is a genial gentleman, courte- 
ous and agreeable. He is a native of Norway and has 
resided in Omaha many years. He is widely known, and 
his popular and admirably equipped hotel is receiving a 
liberal patronage from an appreciative public. 



PAUL HENNI. 

The enterprising house of Mr. Paul Henni at 780 Twenty- 
fourth street, South Omaha, is one that sets a good exam- 
ple of the manner in which a meat market ought to be 
conducted. He established business six years ago, remov- 



ing to his present location in October, 1891, ' \ con- 

ducted it with great success. The store \$ ^et in 

dimensions, and neatly fitted up with an/ storage 

accommodation. The windows are afw^ tastefully 
dressed and attractive. Neatness and deknliness are 
characteristics of this market, and a well selected stock of 
choice fresh beef, mutton, lamb, pork, veal, lard, sausage, 
hams, shoulders and in fact, of all kinds of fresh and salt 
meats, as well as of poultry, gan^e, fish, fresh vegetables, 
etc., is. carried. Swift's choice ^ eats are always on hand. 
Mr. Henni is of German birth, settled in Omaha in 1885, 
and holds a high place in the respect of the community. 
He is a member of the A. O. U. W. 



MUIR db GAYLORO. 

Among the old, reliable insurance companies who have 
made the business what it is, by their careful methods and 
honorable management, none are better known than, the 
Phoenix of Hartford, Ct., London Assurance Corporation 
of London, England, attd Franklin of Philadelphia, Pa. 
These companies are officered by gentlemen of the highest 
business and financial standing, and they have become 
known in all sections of the country as men of ability and 
honor. They have always adhered to conservative practi- 
ces and time- honored principles of fire underwriting, and 
find the business increasing in volume each year. The 
cash capitals of these companies are large, and their assets 
are constantly growing. These companies are represented 
in Omaha by Messrs. Muir & Gay lord, who accupy elegant 
offices on the ground floor of the Bee Building. These 
offices have oak fixtures, electric lights, steam heat and 
every convenience, and are magnificent in all their appoint- 
ments. Both these gentlemen are old residents of Omaha, 
and are engaged also in the real estate and mortgage loan 
business. They are members of the Real Estate and In- 
surance Exchanges, and do a very large business in all the 
lines mentioned, buying and selling on commission realty 
of every description. They have always on offer desirable 
bargains in city propeity. and residences and, business 
premises are leased and rented. The firm make a specialty 
of managing estates for owners, and keep properties in 
good order economically, collect rents and pay taxes 
promptly, and in every way conserve the interests of their 
clients. In negotiating loans for first mortgages, the firm 
have special facilities and advantages. 



H. A. KOSTERS. 

One of the most successful and practical painters and 
decorators in Omaha, is Mr. Henry A. Kosters, 109 South 
Fourteenth street. This is the oldest concern of the kind 
in the city. It was established in 1856 by Mr. Kosters. who 
has since built up a fine patronage. He owns the three- 
story and basement buildmg 25x100 feet in area, in which 
he conducts his business, and occupies the basement and 
the first and second floors. Here he keeps an extensive 
stock of imported and domestic wall paper, borders, dados, 
ornamental center pieces, window shades, picture frames, 
paints, oils, colors, varnishes, brushes, artists' materials 
and general painters' supplies. Mr. Kosters is a thoroughly 
practical designer and decorator of artistic interiors, and 
makes use of the most beautiful paper hangings. Liner usta 
Walton, papier mache. solid and fibrous relief, etc. He 
also attends carefully to graining, calcimining, house and 
sign painting, and employs according to the season from 
twenty-five to fifty first-class workmen. He has done a 
large amount of work in Omaha and its vicinity, giving 
entire satisfaction to the most critical customers. Mr. 
Kosters. who was born in Germany, has resided in the 
United States since 1842. He is highly regarded in the 
community, and those contemplating painting or decorating 
their residences, stores, etc., would do well to consult him. 
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FOWLER ELEVATOR COMPANY. 

The leading representative of the grain trade of Omaha 
is the Fowler Elevator Company, vjrhich afifords every 
facility to the farmers of a vast and fertile area to secure 
the highest prices in cash for their wheat and corn. The 
company was incorporated in 1889, with a paid-up capital 
of $50,000, Mr. B. Fowler of Chicago becoming president, 
while Mr. C. H. Fowler is the secretary and treasurer. 
The company has made adequate provision for the receiving, 
handling and storage of as much as 1.000,000 bushels at a 
time. Their elevator here is a very substantial structure. 
It has direct railroad transportation connections, and the 
facilities to unload four cars at once, while it readily stores 
200,000 bushels. The company operates several large 
elevators on the line of the Union Pacific Railroad, and has 
made Omaha the leading grain market throughout a vast 
area of territory. The company is in every respect one of 
the leading representatives here, and its responsibility is 
too widely known to require comment. It refers to such 
well-known financial institutions as the First National 
Bank of Omaha, and the Continental National Bank of 
Chicago, apd makes prompt advances on consignments. 
The company is also one of the leading grain shippers to 
the East. President Fowler is a resident of Chicago, and 
a leading grain merchant of that city. Mr. C. H. Fowler, 
the secretary and treasurer, is a resident of Omaha and a 
native of Chicago. He has long been actively identified 
with the grain trade, and is a recognized authority therein. 
He is an active member of the Board of Trade, in whose 
building are the company's offices, and be gives close per- 
sonal supervision to the carrying on of the immense volume 
of trade developed on the basis of the best prices and 
prompt attention to all consignments. 



O. H. JEFFRIES. 

Among the many life insurance companies doing business 
in Omaha, none are more favorably known than the ola 
reliable Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company, 
which has been represented here be Mr. O. H. Jeffries for 
the past three years. This company is one of the oldest 
and most stable engaged in the life insurnnce business. 
The company was incorporated in 1851 with headquarters 
at Springfield, Mass. The following named gentlemen are 
the oflBcers: M. V. B. Edgerly, president; Henry S. Lee, 
vice-president; John A. Hall, secretary; E. D. Capron, 
assistant secretary; Oscar B. Irsland, actuary. Each 
year marks great progress in business. The totsil receipts 
in 1891 were $2,951,701.85. The assets are $12. 289. 529. 16, 
the surplus, $1,002,691.91. In 1891 the company issued 
5.719 policies, aggregating $17,248,900, and has in force 
$69,527,665 of insurance. The Omaha office was opened 
in 1889, and is located at 200 and 202 Bee Building. The 
manager, Mr. O. H. Jeffries, is an experienced insurance 
man, and has an efficient corps of solicitors who handle the 
business in Nebraska and Western Iowa. He is a native 
of Massachusetts, is thoroughly posted on insurance, and 
is held in high esteem. 



THE PRATT & FERRIS CATTLE COMPANY. 

During the last few years Omaha, as a meat packing and 
slaughtering point, has greatly developed, and many cattle 
men believe that it will soon outrank Chicago in these im- 
portant industries. Prominently identified with the cattle 
trade of the city is the progressive and representative Pratt 
& Ferris Cattle Company, whose office is located on the 
ground floor of the Bee Building This company was 
incorporated several years ago with large capital, under the 
laws of Wyoming. The incorporation expired December, 
1889, and the business is now carried on by a board of trus- 
tees in the interests of the stockholders, the trustees being 
J. H Pratt, Marshall Field, Levi Z. Leiter and Robert M. 



Fair. The management is in the hands of Mr. J. H. Pratt, 
who is widely known in live stock circles for his business 
ability and strict integrity. The company owns two supe- 
rior and fertile ranches having an area of 25,000 acres, one 
on the Powder River Range Johnson County, Wyo., and 
the other on the Platte River Range. Laramie County. Wvo. 
On these ranches they have 25.000 head of first-class cattle 
and 5.000 horses, and are constantly making shipments to 
Omaha and Chicago. They are always prepared to fill 
oitlers for car-load lots of cattle and horses at the lowest 
ruling market prices, and guarantee entire satisfaction to 
patrons. Mr. Pratt is a native of Massachusetts, and at 
present resides at his Summer Hill Farm in Douglas 
County, Neb. 



J. F. CORNISH. 

A place that never fails to attract the attention of passers- 
by is the large and elegant show window of Mr. J. F. 
Cornish, corner N and Twenty-fourth streets, South 
Omatia. He occupies a part of E. J. Seykora & Co.'s drug 
store, and it is highly attractive. Mr. Cornish is a native of 
Pennsylvania and has resided in Omaha two years. He is 
well versed in even the most difficult details of his vocation, 
and has able assistants. His patronage is large. He carries 
a general stock of fine gold and silver watches, beautiful 
silverware, jewelry and spectacles, clocks, etc.. and every- 
thing is first-class and worthy of closest inspection. 
Special attention is given to lepairing fine watches and 
jewelry, and all work done is guaranteed to be perfect. 
Mr. Cornish is a prominent member of the A. O. U. W. 
and M. W. A , and is popular. 



OMAHA BOOK AND STATIONERY COMPANY. 

Among the reliable business houses, whose standing is 
such as to secure for them the highest respect and finest 
patronage in Omaha, none are better or more favorably 
known than the progressive stationers and booksellers, 
Messrs. John L. Gideon and Frank J. Coates, doing busi- 
ness under the style of the Omaha Book and Stationery 
Company. These gentlemen began business 'several years 
ago, and have developed a splendid patronage. They ^- 
cupy the premises at 117 North Sixteenth street and here 
they carry a very large and select stock of fancy, commer- 
cial and business stationery, blank books, office supplies and 
51,000 volumes of miscellaneous and standard books. They 
do all kinds of engraving and printing. The printing 
department is splendidly equipped and the finest kind of 
work is produced, seven competent workmen being employed. 
The proprietors are both natives of this city and have first- 
class social and business connections. 



WILLIAM BRENTON <& CO. 

The business of this firm was established in January, 
1891. and has had la most enviable reputation for fine work 
in plumbing and gas-fitting. The firm have fitted up some 
elegant buildings, among them being the Grand Opera 
House, the Omaha Exposition Building and numerous 
others. The members of the firm are Messrs. Wm. Brenton 
and I. Douglas, who are natives of England. Mr. Brenton 
has been a resident of Omaha for eight years and Mr. 
Douglas sixteen years, the latter was formerly engaged in 
business on his own account for fifteen years as contractor 
and builder. Both gentlemen are licensed plumbers. Their 
premises. 1406 Capitol avenue, are commodious, are fully 
equipped with all the necessary tools and appliances, and 
all kinds of jobbing in plumbing and gas-fitting are exe- 
cuted at moderate charges. Prompt attention is given to 
all orders, estimates are furnished and contracts entered 
into for the entire fitting up of buildings, and a specialty 
is made of residence work. 
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BEHRENS & GRIFFITHS. 

Amohg the leading houses in the grocery and provision 
business, the old established and reliable firm of Behrens 
^ Gri£iths is well known and popular. Its business is con- 
ducted in a manner that begets the confidence of custom- 
ers and Constantly increases the liberal patronage, the pro- 
prietors bringing a valuable experience and the highest 
principles of integrity to bear. The busines. was founded 
ten years ago by these gentlemen, and they utilize a ground 
floor and basement 25x60 feet, at the northeast comer of 
Tenth and Douglas streets. The stock contains everything 
in the line of staple and fancy groceries, both of imported 
and domestic goo'ts, fine cheese, pure syrups, dried fruits, 
choice rice, tapioca, farina and prunes, also table delica- 
cies of all kinds, flour, pickles, canned goods, dairy prod- 
uce, green fruit and vetetables. etc. Provisions of all 
kinds are carried, and this house is favored with an unusu- 
ally large and select patronage, and does a large volume of 
business. Courteous assistants are employed. Goods are 
delivered to all parts of the city free of charge, and the 
most reasonable prices prevail. Messrs. BeLrens & Grif- 
fiths are of Irish nationality, gentlemen of culture and 
ability, and have resided in Omaha some years. 



PAXTON <& SHARP'S OMNIBUS AND CARRIAGE LINE. 

The most reliable and successful Baggage, Express, Om- 
nibus and Carriage Line in Omaha is that of Messrs. Pax- 
ton & Sharp, whose office is centrally located at 218 South 
Fourteenth street. This extensive business was established 
some years ago^the present copartners being Messrs. W. 
A. Paxton and % A. Sharp. The manager is Mr. Craig, 
who has been '^ted with the house twelve years, six of 
'.They occupy a spacious and substan- 
oarn, 40x125 feet in area, and employ 
icy horses. Orders are promptly attended 
to, and freight and baggage are carefully handled and de- 
livered from the depots, steamboat landings, warehouses, 
hotels, etc. They have a numl>er of first-class carriages, 
omnibuses, etc., and immediately answer calls. The tele- 
phone call of the office being 402, and that of the barn 295. 
The charges of Messrs. Paxton & Sharp are remarkably 
moderate. They were bom in Missouri, but have resided 
in Omaha the greater part of their life. Both are honor- 
able, energetic and liberal business men. Mr. Paxton has 
been identified with the growth of this important business 
for the past five years. 
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OMAHA NEWS COMPANY. 

This is the Omaha branch of the American News Com- 
pany, whose establishments are to be found in every city of 
note in this country. The Omaha house was opened eleven 
years ago, and is located at 1417 Davenport street, where 
they have a splendid brick building 25x110 feet in dimen- 
sions, equipped in the most modern manner. Here all the 
periodicals, magazines, newspapers, etc., are handled in 
large quantities and wholesaled to dealers in all sections of 
this city and the surrounding territory. Twelve salesmen 
are employed and those on the "road" visit dealers in all 
parts of Nebraska, Iowa, Kansas. South Dakota, Wyom- 
ing, Idaho and Montana. The manager is Mr. William D. 
Baneker, Jr., a gentleman of experience and ability, who 
was formerly with the New York house for ten years. He 
is well known and highly respected in social and commer- 
cial circles. 



THE AMERICAN TAILORS. 

Among the most popular of those who devote their time 
and attention to getting up fashionable clothing in Omaha 
are the American Tailors, whose fine store is in the Paxton 



Hotel Block, Farnam street, near Foarteenth street. The 
store is very tastefully arranged and fitted up in modern 
style, is admirably lighted and has a tile floor and plate-glass 
windows. A large stock of goods in the piece is carried, 
embracing everything that is new and fashionable ' ele- 
gant suitings, woolens, trowserings, overcoatings, \ <<s. 
broadcloths, etc., of both European and America ^ 

duction. Every care and attention is paid to cutting, j ^ 
the work turned out is superior in every respect; perfect a%' 
to fit, and unsurpassed in neatness, elegance and finish. 
Mr. B. Levy, the head of this business has had a long 
practical experience catering to the tastes of gentlemen of 
culture and refinement, and for some years was engaged in 
business in New York. He came to Omaha in 1886, and 
is one of the most popular among the German- American 
citizens of the Gate City. 



W. W. MACE <& CO. 

A leading house in the grain and feed business is that o 
W. W. Mace & Co., established six years ago by the present 
proprietor, Mr. W. W. Mace. He has built up a very im- 
portant business and occupies the premises located at 
1510 Califomia street, the building being 80x184 feet in 
dimensions. Here he carries an immense stock of flour, 
feed and hay, the flour l>eing received direct from well 
known mills in car lots, and the feed and hay being sent 
from dealers and producers in all sections of the country. 
Three hands are employed in connection with the ware- 
house, and two teams are used for delivery purposes. In 
addition to the grain and feed business Mr. Mace has for a 
number of years been engaged in contracting for grading 
streets, etc. Mr. Mace is a native of Iowa and has resided 
in Omaha six years. He is a member and secretary of the 
Hay Exchange. 

WILLIAM B. MEIKLE. 

To no one class of men is more credit for the upbuilding 
of Omaha due. than to those gentlemen engaged in the 
investment business, who have induced capital to come 
here and have aided in making this one of the most pros- 
perous and most desirable business centers in the country. 
Mr. William B. Meikle is one of our best known investment 
brokers. He has only been established about four years, 
but in that time has loaned a large amount of money for 
his clients. He does strictly a loaning business and has a 
large clientage. Mr. Meikle occupies commodious and 
elegant offices in the First National Bank Building, rooms 
505 and 506. He is a young man of high business standing 
and unquestioned ability, who has achieved success by his 
diligence and sterling character. 



OMAHA SLATE AND' ROOFING COMPANY. 

'This concern was established under ibis name five 
years ago, and the interests were transferred to Messrs. 
Evan H. Jones, John H. Jones and E. Humphrey about 
one year ago. the firm l:>eing known as Jones Bros. & 
Humphrey. This company has extensive yards at Four- 
teenth and Nicholas streets, with excellent railroad facili- 
ties. They employ from ten to fifteen workmen and are 
practical slate, tile, asphalt and gravel composition roofers 
The offices are located at 604 Paxton Building. A very 
large trade is had by this concem. Th|y furnish estimates 
and are prepared to do any work promptly and in the most 
satisfactory manner. The members of the firm are old res- 
idents of Omaha and rank among her best known and most 
substantial business men. A sample of their work is the 
roof of the Young Men's Christian Association, the Ameri- 
can Water Works of this city, the Kellom School Building 
and the private residence of Mrs. J. B. Kitchen, and the 
residence of William J. Kearstead (tile roof). 
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GEO. BURKE 6^ FRAZIER. 

Prominent among the leading houses actively engaged 
in the live stock commission business, is that of Messrs. 
Geo. Burke & Frazier, commission salesmen, 'whose ofi&ce 
is located at Room 2, Exchange Building, Union Stock 
Yards. Mr, Geo. Burke who is one of the pioneers of the 
live stock trade of Omaha, first commenced business at the 
old yards in 1881. In 1885 he established himself in the 
Union Stock Yards, and in 1888 Mr. J. A. Frazier became 
a partner. They possess superior facilities and influential 
connection, and promptly handle the largest consignments 
of cattle, sheep and hogs, always affording entire satisfac- 
tion to both buyers and sellers. There are no better 
judges of live stock in the country than they, while their 
arrangements for the reception and care of stock are per- 
fect, and every consignment receives their close personal 
attention. They handle thirty car-loads daily, and their 
consignments come from all sections of the Southwest, 
West and Northwest. Twelve men are employed by the 



firm in the yards, and they also have several traveling 
silesmen on the road. Messrs. G. Burke, J. A. Frazier 
and B. F. Strohm are the cattle salesmen, while Mr. D. 
O. McPhail is the hog salesman. Mr. Burke was born in 
Illinois, but has resided in Nebraska for the past thirty- 
four years, and has always been engaged in the live stock 
trade. Mr. Frazier is a native of Ohio, who has lived in 
Nebraska and Iowa for twenty-five years. Communica- 
tions by mail or telegraph are immediately attended to, and 
results are wired to shippers on the day of sale. The firm 
are represented at Chicago, 111., Lincoln, Neb., Sioux City, 
Iowa, Denver, Colo., and Pueblo, Colo. The total number 
of cars of live stock received at South Omaha during the 
year ending March 81, 1892, and the proportion thereof 
that were consigned to Geo. Burke & Frazier are: Total 
receipts of yards— Hogs, 21.192; cattle. 28,144. sheep, 922; 
total 50,258. Consigned to Geo. Burke & Frazier — Hogs, 
2.486; cattle. 4,138; sheep, 82; total. 6,656. One-eighth of 
the entire hog receipts, and about one-sixth of the entire 
cattle receipts of the South Omaha market, were consigned 
to this concern. The only reason why they do a business so 
much larfrer than their competitors is that they do better 
work, send their customers a ^ay better satisfied, and so please 
them that they not only stay with them but bring their 
friends with them; they know that they do a strictly com- 
mission business and have no interests to subserve but 
their own. They have plenty of competent yard men to 
care for their stock and the best of salesmen to sell it. A 
trial will convince *you that their success is due to merit 
alone, and that they are in fact the leaders. 



GRAND CENTRAL MARKET. 

An establishment which takes the lead in its own particu- 
lar line is the Grand Central Market, which is situated at 
2204 and 2206 Farnam street, telephone 1511. The busi- 
ness was established three years ago by Messrs. R. £. and 



J. U. Welch, and since that time they have acquired a 
patronage which is composed of the leading residents of the 
city. Their premises comprise a double store, divided re- 
spectively into a meat market and a grocery store. The 
whole is elegantly fitted up with ash fixtures, marble top 
counters, cashier's desk, electric lights, etc., and*is by far 
the most attractive establishment of the kind in the city. 
Here may be found at all times the choicest cuts of beef, 
mutton, veal, pork and lamb, fish, game and poultry in 
season; also fine creamery goods, the firm being agents for 
R. T. Davis Mill Company of the West Point Creamery, 
as well as for Meyer & Lange, New York extra grade goods. 
In groceries too they carry a fine assortment of staple and 
fancy lines, which comprise choice teas and coffees, canned 
goods, Italian products, choicest California fruits and pre- 
serves, fancy crackers, jellies, sauoes, pickles, condiments, 
etc., all of which are guaranteed to be the best of their re- 
spective kinds. Messrs. Welch are natives of Boston, 
Mass. , and gentlemen of middle age and came to Omaha 
seven years since. 



PALACE STABLES. 

A well conducted livery and boarding establishment is 
the Palace Stables situated at Seventeenth and Davenport 
streets. These stables were built in 1887, and were occu- 
pied a year later. The building is of a substantial charac- 
ter, has dimensions of 84x182 feet and is perfectly lighted, 
drained and ventilated. It is three stories high with base- 
ment, contains 250 stalls, twenty of which are box stalls 
for blooded stock, and without exception, it is the largest 
and best equipped establishment of the kind in Omaha. 
The outfit comprises tallyho coach, carriages, coaches, lan- 
daus, phaetons, surreys and buggies in all the new styles, 
richly upholstered. The telephone is call 257, and carriages 
are immediately sent out for weddings, parties, theaters, or 
funerals, and when desired, liveried coachmen are furnished. 
There are now upwards of 175 horses in the stable, 50 of 
which are boarders, and about the premises are thirty-five 
capable stablemen, carriage washers and drivers kept con- 
stantly employed. Mr. J. B. Rum^ay has the entire manage- 
ment of the business and gives to it his whole attention. He 
is a courteous gentleman and is held in high esteem. He 
is a member of the Omaha Liverymens' Association. The 
office is open day and night and horses and carriages can be 
had at reasonable rates at all hours. 



COCKRELL BROTHERS. 

Few grain brokers enjoy greater facilities for the transac- 
tion of business than Cockrell Bros., whose Omaha branch 
is located at 216. 217 and 218 Chamber of Commerce. The 
business was established at Lincoln, Neb. . six years ago by 
Mr. C. W. Cockrell. who still manages affairs in that center. 
A second brother, Mr. W. A. Cockrell. is in charge of a 
branch at St. Louis, and the branch in Omaha, which was 
opened in 1891, is under the able management of Mr. G:o. 
C. Cockrell. The firm have their own private wires to New 
York, Chicago, St. Louis, Baltimore, Louisville and Phila- 
delphia, and receive prompt notice of any fluctuations in 
the above maikets. the prices being duly posted up for the 
information of patrons. Their correspondents are Messrs. 
■Langeburg Bros. Jb Co., of St. Louis, Messrs. Smith. Ham- 
mond & Co., of Baltimore, Mr. Chas. Counse^man. of Chi- 
cago, and Messrs. Brandies & Son, of Louisville, Ky. 
Both a cash and option grain business is transacted, solely 
through the Board of Trade, and the house is recognized as 
one of the most reliable in this department of trade. Mr. 
Geo. C. Cockrell, who is one of seven brothers, all of whom 
are in the grain business, is a native of Illinois, and one of 
the leading members of the Omaha Board of Trade. He 
served during the war with credit and faithfulness. He is 
a Knight Templar Mason, a gentleman of conspicnoos 
ability and very popular. The telephone call is 1717. 
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A. K. RILEY. 

Among the well known and popular professional men of 
Omaha, whose interests are of an extensive character, none 
are more favorably known than Mr. Alden K. Riley, at- 
torney-at-law and notary public. Mr. Riley has been 
actively engaged in professional and business lines in Omaha 
for the past six years and occupies elegant apartments at 
room 40, Barker Block. In addition to his legal business, 
he handles vast quantities of real estate, being the Omaha 
representative of the English syndicate known as the Close 
Brothers, who handle farm lands in Kansas, Iowa, Nebraska, 
etc. Mr. Riley bandies all of this business at Omaha, and 
negotiates stocks bonds, notes, mortgages and city, farm 
and other property. He has a very extensive clientage and 
is enabled to make quick and most satisfactory purchases, 
sales and loans. Mr. Riley is a native of New York, who 
has resided in Omaha seven years. He is an energetic and 
reliable business roan who moves in the leading social and 
financial, as well as business circles. 



M. O. DAXON. 

The bicycle has in great measure taken the place of the 
horse, and has brought distances within the reach of the 
many, which under ordinary circumstances would have 
been impossible. Thus it comes about that some of our 
most intelligent and popular men are engaged in the 
bicycle business, and notably among these in Omaha is 
Mr. M. O. Daxon, whose store is conveniently located at 
1^0 North Fifteenth street and was formerly at 1607 
Farnam street. Mr. Daxon is a native of Illinois and 
came to Omaha two and a half years ago. It is now two 
years since he established himself in business here, and 
his trade has been one of uninterrupted prosperity since 
its inception. He occupies the ground floor and his store 
is about 25x40 feet in dimensions. Here he keeps a very 
large stock of the leading makes of bicycles, tricycles and 
tandems, including Ramblers. Kenwood, Dauntless and 
a full line of cheap safeties. He also carries a full line of 
cyclists' sundries and parts. He does all kinds of repairs 
no matter how bad the breakage. Mr. Daxon is himself a 
wheelman of no insignificant character, and is a prominent 
member of the Omaha Wheel Club and of the Y. U. C. 
A. Club. In addition to the bicycle business, he is also 
agent for the Standard sewing machines, and keeps a full 
line of them. 



R. MCCLELLAND db CO. 

One of the largest coal yards in Omaha is that of R. Mc- 
Clelland & Co., who have an office at the Bee Building. 
The firn^ is composed of Robert McClelland and Frank L. 
Gregory and was established six years ago. They deal ex- 
tensively in all kinds of hard and soft coal and 
receive the same direct from the mines in the East 
and West. They keep constantly on hand in large 
quandties gas- house coke, charcoal, kindling, etc. They 
have extensive yards on Saunders street near Cum- 
ing, which are supplied with first-class railroad facilities 
and switches, which enables them to handle car-load lots 
in an expeditious and economical manner. The firm does a 
large business which is constantly increasing. Their prin- 
cipal brands are Champion, Rocksprings, Trenton. Walnut 
Block and Iowa nut coals; also several different grades of 
Pennsylvania hard coals. Their office is Room 1. ground 
floor. Bee Building, and is managed by the proprietors 
with the assistance of one clerk: A large force of men and 
teams are constantly employed at the yards. The trade is 
principally confined to the city and the states of Nebraska 
and Iowa. Mr. McClelland is a Scotch-Irishman and came 
to Omaha six years ago from Illinois. Mr. Gregory was 
born in Illinois and came here about the same time. 



KIRKENOALL JONES db CO. 

Mesers. Kirkendall. Jones & Co.. wholesale dealers 
and manufacturers of boots and shoes, at 1102 to 1106 
Harney street, occupy a leading position in their line 
of trade. The /firm's factory, which is one of the best 
equipped of its kind in the country, is situated at Colum- 
bus, Ohio. This prosperous business was established 
thirty years ago by Reed, Jones & Co. , who were succeeded 
in 1867 by the present firm. The co-partners are Messrs. 
Freeman P. Kirkendall and Ellis O. Jones, and their 
Omaha establishment at 1102 to 1106 Harney street, con- 
sists of a six-story brick and stone building, 66x66 feet in 
dimensions. This is fitted up with every convenience, and 
here is to be seen the finest and largest stock in the West 
of boots, shoes and rubbers for men, women and boys. 
The firm manufacture only medium and fine goods, and 
they quote prices that cannot be discounted in the city. 
Forty assistants are employed in the salesrooms, while a 
large staff of traveling salesmen repretent the firm through- 
out all sections of the Western and Northwestern States to 
the Pacific coast. The firm are the sole agents in Omaha 
for the famous Boston Rubber Shoe Company and the 
Bay State Rubber Company. Orders are filled carefully 
and promptly. The firm's trade mark "Custom Work" 
goods are general favorites with retailers and the public. 
Mr. Kirkendall is a native of Ohio, and Mr. Jones, who 
was born in Wales, has been a resident in Omaha for the 
past fifteen years. 

DR. ISIOOR GLUCK. 

Among the gentlemen of the medical profession who 
have established a high reputation as specialists in this 
city, none are better or more favorably known than Dr. 
Isidor Gluck. Dr. Gluck has been established in Omaha 
five years, having practiced in Chicago previous to coming 
here. He is a regular graduate of the Chicago College of 
Physicians. Dr. Gluck has an elegantly furnished office 
in the Barker Block, corner of Fifteenth and Farnam 
streets. Room 18. Here Dr. Gluck treats diseases of the 
eye, ear. nose and throat, and has had remarkable success 
in his special line. He has devoted years to the study of 
the diseases and treatments for these organs, and has suc- 
ceeded in mastering the problem to such a degree as to 
have effected numerous cures, many of the cases having 
been of a most complicated and stubborn nature. A very 
large and lucrative practice is enjoyed, and the popularity 
of the doctor increases steadily. Dr. Gluck is a native of 
Hungary, and since coming to Omaha has become very 
popular in the leading social and professional circles of the 
city. 

cA. B. HUBERMANN. 

One of the oldest established and most responsible jew- 
elers of the city is Mr. A. B. Hubermann. who began busi- 
ness here twenty-five years ago. He occupies the building, 
which he owns, at 208 South Thirteenth street, and has 
here an elegant store. The premises are 20x60 feet in di- 
mensions, and are fitted in the most elegant manner. 
The stock carried by Mr. Hnbermann consists of all the 
latest novelties in fine jewelry, earrings, bre^tpins, em- 
. blems, badges, rings, canes, boxes, card cases, spectacles, 
etc., also the finest diamonds and other precious stones, 
watches, silverware, etc. Mr. Hubermann' goes to 
Europe every year and buys direct from the diamond cut- 
ters. Special attention is given to the repairing of watches, 
clocks and jewelry, only capable and experienced workmen 
being employed. Diamond setting is done in the most 
careful manner, and Mr. Hubermann has the reputation of 
producing the finest engraving ihat is done in Omaha. 
The first floor accommodates the offices and elegant sales- 
rooms, the second being used for the manufactory. Mr. 
Hubermann was born abroad and came to Omaha thirty 
years ago 
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WILLIAM DEERINQ & CO. 



This is the Omaha branch, 
801 and 803 Capitol avenue, 
of the famous firm of 
Messrs. William Deering 
& Co., manufacturers of 
agricultural implements, 
whose main office and 
works are situated in Chi- 
cago. The Omaha branch 
was opened ten years ago, 
and is under the able and 
energetic management of 
Mr. Thomas Blenkhorn, 
who promptly fills orders in 
all sections of Nebraska, 
Iowa, Wyoming, Idaho and 
West to the Pacific coast. 
The premises occu- 
pied in the Gate City 
comprise a; spacious 
and substantial seven- 
story brick building, 
140x60 feet in area, 
fitted up with every 
convenience for the 
accommodation of the 
extensive and xalua- 
ble stock. Here is 
always on hand Deer- 
i ng binders and 
reapers, mowers, etc. 
The 'Deering harvest- 
ers and mowers are 
unrivalled for 
strength, efficiency 
and durability, and 
have no superiors in 
in the world, while 
the prices quoted for 
them are exceedingly 
just and moderate. 



In fact the Deering 
binders and reapers 
are, without unjust 
disparagement t o 
others, the most prac- 
tical, durable and in- 
genious pieces of 
mechanism for the 
purpose in the mar- 
ket, and the demand 
for them is steadily 
increasing. Mr. 
Blenkhorn is a native 
of England. He is 
widely known as the 
enterprising hustler 
of the harvester busi- 
ness, and his execu- 
tive ability character- 
izes him as a manager 
in trade circles where 
his integrity and 
promptness 16 irre- 
proachable. The 
future prospects of this branch, 
under his guidance, are of the 
most favorable character. Mr. 
Thomas Blenkhorn is the 
firm's general agent and man- 
ager, having been connected 
with house the last three 
years, where his natural abil- 
ity, industry and general char- 
acter were highly appreciated 
and put him into the promi- 
nent and responsible position 
which he is to-day holding 
to the entire satisfaction of 
all concerned. 
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KbOPP, Bf\RTLE)TT 6c GO.. 

PRINTERS. BINDERS. AND BLANK BOOK HflNOFflCTORERS. 

Nos. 1114 fVND 1116 FflRNflM STREET. 

HE City of Omaha is noted for its many live and enterprising Business Houses, and artiong" them 
will be found the Printing", Binding" and Blank Book Manufactory of Klopp, Bartlett & Co. 
This is the oldest established and one of the most substantial r*rintin*i^ Houses in the State and 
excelled by but few west of the Missouri River. The business was established by Geo. W. Gray 
-twenty-five years ag-o, when Omaha was but a small and comparatively unknown frontier town. 
1^ The present Proprietors purchased the office of Mr. Gray in 1885, then located at 311 South 
Twelfth Street, and after a period of three months, were compelled to remove to larger and 
more commodious quarters in order to meet the demands of their growing trade, which they 
secured at the South-east corner of Twelfth and Farnam Streets, when they increased their 
facilities for general Job Printing to more than double its former capacity, adding largely in the way of Plain 
und Ornamental Tyi)e, Borders, etc., and the latest improved machinery. But shortly after locating at the 
latter place, they met with severe losses by fire, which destroyed the major part of their establishment, besides 
a great deal of Paper Stock and a large quantity of work in process of completion. But this did not baffle their 
energies, as they at once set to work looking up other quarters to keep their business moving and supplying the 
wants of their many customers, and secured quarters in th'e three-story brick building known as the Lytle 
Block, where, in a very short space of time, they were filling all orders promptly and with, entire satisfaction. 
Their increasing trade at this time had grown to »uch large proportions that they deemed it advisable to add 
to their Job Department a complete Book Bindery and Blank Book Manufactory, which they procured at 
once, and soon had as complete a Bindery as could be found anywhere ; all of the machinery being the very best 
and accompanied with all of the latest improvements, thereby enabling them to comi>ete with any of their 
comjietitors in the Art Preservative. Walking up or down Farnam Street one cannot help but see their large sign 
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the latest appliances for turning out work economically and on a large scale, being also supplied with a nice line 
of presses, from the small Joblxjr to tlio large Cylinder, and a Four Roller Two Revolution Campbell, the 
largest Cylinder Press in the City, which are driven by an excellent Engine of large capacity and a twenty- 
horse power Electric Motor. The Type and Presses are comparatively new and of the latest improved, which 
places them in a position to execute all kinds of Printing economically and in the highest style of the art. They 
keep x^ace with the times in the way of new faces in Type and Ornamental Designs. All new specimen sheets 
from the various Type Foundries are constantly scrutinized by them, and whenever anything appears that is 
novel and likely to suit the tastes of their customers they at once procure the same, consequently are always in 
a position to suit the most exacting. They are fully equipped to please all parties desiring Advertising Cards, 
Panels, Hangers, Fans, etc., and the latest advertising novelties. The members of the firm are joractical 
printers, acquainted with all the details of their business, and personally superintend the workings of the entire 
establishment. Book, Job, Commercial and Label Printing is done to order at moderate prices and in the latest 
designs. A specialty is made of Railroad and Catalogue work, as well as Book Binding and Blank Books. In 
the Bindery are all the necessary appliances for the manufacture of Books of all kinds and sizes, from the neat 
and inexpensive Cloth binding to the rare and luxuriant Calf and Morocco, with its elalx)rate trimmings, gilt- 
edged, blind-tooled and silk lined. ^ The gentlemen represented in this firm are Messi's. C. H. Klopp, E. W. 
Bartlett and A. T. Klopp, all well known in business and financial circles, where they are held in the highest 
esteem, and will be found worthy the patronage of each and every reader of this article. 
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A. WAGGONER, 

Wn. WALLACE, 

Cattle Salesmen. 



C. A. BIRNEY, 

Sec. and Treas. 



C. S. MALEY, 

W. E. HALEY, 

^\o% Salesmen. 



There is no branch of commerce in the United States or elsewhere, that is of more impor- 
tance and enters more intimately into the mercantile interests of a locality than the buying and 
selling of live stock. Dealers in live stock will find it greatly to their advantage to try the Omaha 
market before shipping elsewhere, as it is one of the best in the West, and has facilities for 
handling cattle, sheep and hogs second to none. In this connection we desire to make special 
reference to the reliable and progressive concern of Waggoner-Birney Company, live stock 
commission merchants, whose offices are situated at Rooms 10 and 11 Exchange Building, Union 
Stock Yards. This extensive business was established in 1886 by Messrs. Ab. Waggoner and 
Chas. A. Birney, who soon secured a liberal and influential patronage in the Southwestern, 
Western atid North- western States. In 

18 92 the business rrnrr^ e f ^ rr r €irTrrt!riy'>tX!C^ was incorporated un- 
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mail or telegraph are promptly answered and patrons are requested to ship stock in their own 
names to the care of the company. Market reports are furnished promptly upon application, 
and special attention is given to orders for stockers and feeders. Mr. Waggoner, who is a 
native of Iowa, is the cattle salesman, while Mr. Birney, who was born in Illinois, is the book- 
keeper and office man as well as hog salesman. Mr. Birney is recognized as one of the best 
hog salesman in the country, and as such brings an experience of fifteen years to bear. 
Mr. Wallace, who is assistant cattle salesman, is from Coin, Page County, Iowa, where he 
is a large stock feeder and shipper. All the gentlemen named are well-known in business cir- 
cles and deservedly held in high esteem. 
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BLAKB, BRUCE & CO., 

WMesale Drnggists, Importers of Druggists ^ Stationers' Snndries, 



TENTH AND HARNEY STREETS. 



•^ I x# 



HE representative and most noted house in Omaha, extensively engaged in the 
wholesale drug trade and in the importation of druggists* and stationers* sundries, 



# 
is that of Messrs. Blake, Bruce & Co., whose offices and salesrooms are situated at Tenth 

and Harney streets. The copartners, Messrs. C. F. Blake, E. E. Bruce, W. B. Goodall 
and C. E. Bedwell first commenced busi- 
n e s s in Ottumwa, Iowa. Eventually in 
1887 they opened their present estab- 
lishment in Omaha, and their trade now 
extends throughout all sections of the 
West to the Pacific coast. The premises 
occupied here com- prise a spacious four- 
story brick and base- ment building 66x132 
feet in dimensions, fully equipped with 
all modern conveni- ences, electric lights, ' 
steam heat, speaking tubes, etc. The stock 
is one of the finest and best selected in 
th« West, and in- eludes all kinds of 
pure drugs and chem- icals, physicians' and 
surgeons* supplies, patent medicines and full lines of druggists* and stationers* sun- 
dries. Only really reliable and first-class goods are handled and the prices quoted in all 
cases are as low as the lowest. Orders are filled with the greatest of dispatch, and thirty 
clerks, assistants, etc., and several traveling salesmen are employed. Mr. Blake resides in 
Ottumwa, while the other partners manage the business in Omaha. They are all former resi- 
dents of Iowa and are highly regarded in trade circles for their ability enterprise and sterling 
integrity. 
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THE BYRON REED COMPANY. 






^HE high reputation which investments in realty have attained reflects great 
credit upon our leading real estate agents and brokers, who have ever mani- 
fested a public spirited interest in the welfare and prosperity of the community. Promi- 
nent among the number referred is The Byron Reed Company, whose offices are lo- 
cated at 212 South Fourteenth St. This business was founded away back in 1857 by 
Mr. Reed, and January 1, 1887, was incorporated under the laws of Nebraska with a 
capital of $200,000, the officers of the company being Mr. Byron Reed, president, 
and his son, Mr. A. L. Reed, secretary and treasurer. On June 6, 1891, at the death 
of Mr. Byron Reed, Mr. A. L. Reed became the president of the company, and Mr. 
H. G. Jordan assumed the duties of secretary and treasurer. A general real estate 
business is conducted, buying and selling on order, leasing city and suburban prop- 
erty, collecting rents, managing estates and obtaining loans on bond and mortgage. 
The company makes a specialty of the settling up and administration of estates, and 
take the entire management of the same, their great experience enabling them to do 
so with perfect satisfaction to their numerous patrons. They now have under their 
care The Byron Reed, Folsom, Shull's, Campbell and Foster estates, as well as many 
others. The facilities of the company for the investigation of titles are unsurpassed, 
as it is in possession of the oldest and most complete abstracts of titles in the state. 
No other concern engaged in this field of financial enterprise has been more fortunate 
in establishing and maintaining a high reputation among property owners and invest- 
ors for the uniform satisfaction it has rendered to those with whom business relations 
have been held, and the sterling integrity and sound judgment that characterizes all 
its transactions. 
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FRANK J. RAMGE, 



DRAPER 
*"» TAILOR 



COR, FIFTEENTH AND HASNEI STS. 

SECOND FLOOR 

RAMGE BUILDING. 

OMAHA. 



RAMGE BUILDING. 



POTTER & GEO ROE COIVIPANY, 

SECURITIES AND REAL ESTATE, 

OMAHA, NEBRASKA. 



Parties wishing to made investments in Real Estate in Omaha, South Omaha, or 
East Omaha, or in Securities of any kind, are invited to investigate what we have to offer. 

T. H. Ensor, M. D., Pres't. E. C. Garvin, Treas. 

Geo. B. Labburt, A. N. Millspauoh, C. G. Jaycox, 

VIce-Pres't. Trav. Auditor. J^c'y and Mang'r. 



ENSOR REMEDY COMPANY. 

Manufacturer of Capital Stock, $600,000. Proprietor of 

THE ENSOR CURE. ENSOR INSTITUTE. 



FOR THB TRBATMBNT OP THB 

LIQUOR, OPIUM AND TOBACCO HABITS 



TERRITORIAL RIQHT8 FOR SALB. 
SOUTH OJvIAHA, NEBRASKA 
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It was nearly eight centuries ago that the poet Berkeley with wonderful powers of prophecy sang: 

"Westward the star of empire takes its sway, 
The four first acts already passed, 
The fifth shall close the drama of the day. 
Time's noblest offering is the last." 

Little did the Spanish adventurers know the wonderland that lay behind their vision to the West, 
where their boat prows touched the Virgin soil; and later when a century had elapsed, and the stalwart 
pilgrijns landed upon Plymouth Rock and deemed the country fair indeed, little did they know of the 
' beauties and wealth that lay hidden only by the Western sun. Even the first half of the century follow- 
ing the American Revolution, little was known of the West, and the Ohio was the supposed border line 
of the savage land, which has since been made to blossom like the vase under the cultivation of the 
industrious pioneer. 

But to resume, the earlier history of the beautiful region we desire to treat of in this article, it 
was the French missionary and trader who first exploring the banks of the mighty Mississippi, took a 
northern course up the main arfery of the stream, which is now known as the Missouri. 

Two centuries ago the followers of LaSalle and Marquette proceeded on their tours of exploration 
and struck by the beauties of the scene built upon what is now the site of Council Bluffs a log 
trading post, which was subsequently abandoned, and another century passed before the country west 
of the Mississippi was thoroughly explored. 

Coming to the days of its first actual settlement, it was the Mormons who first made a permanent 
stand in the beautiful locality which we now know as the city of Council Bluffs. Driven far toward 
the setting sun these energetic people tarried on the Eastern bank of the Missouri, and the latter day 
saints , like the patriarchs of old said, "Here we shall make our home." Their usual industry and 
thrift soon made an opening in the forest, and they were closely followed by other hardy pioneers who 
soon made a settlement in the beautiful spot. 

The long tiers of graceful bluffs sloping upward and backward, gradually and gracefully, pre- 
sented a pleasing sight to tne vision of the home seeker in the distant West. The native Indian, as 
yet trustful of the white man, welcomed him to the peaceful land, and traded and bartered with him 
furs and pelts, but alas, soon discovered the fiery potence of the fire water, and in a short time their 
lands were given up, ceded by treaty, and finally opened to settlement by the whites. The little 
Mormon settlement grew and prospered, but they viewed with distrust the advances and encroach- 
ment of the gentiles who soon outnumbered them two to one, and the followers of Brigham Young, 
who were here under his own personal supervision, began to explore the farther West, and to think of 
abandoning their new found home. 

Early in the summer of 1853, the United States land office was opened, and then came the first 
rush of settlers, and the frontier settlement soon became a town, and the territory was organized. 
This ended Council Bluffs' history as a Mormon settlement and the scenes that knew them were to 
know them no more. Even at this time the father of waters was considered the western boundary of 
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civilization; and hardy indeed was the settler who ventured west of it into the land of the now hos- 
tile Indian. 

Slowly but surely the merits of the favored locality became heralded to the East, the overland 
California gold seekers told of the beautiful settlement on the Eastern bank of the muddy Missouri, 
and settlers in the East advanced westward until Council Bluffs soon took up the airs of a frontier 
city. 

Finally after innumerable and tedious surveys that great**avaunt courier" of civilization, the rail- 
road made its way across the prolific fields of Iowa, and Council Bluffs was connected with the Eastern 
World and civilization by the great iron ties of commerce, which have been the harbingers of our 
cities' greatness, its growth and prosperity. It was in 1869 that the drowsy ear of the frontiersman 



GRAND HOTEL. 

awakened to the sound of the shrill scream of the great iron horse; and from that date ma3f the growth 
of the present city be traced in rapid strides. But to the East lay the great plains and prairies as yet 
undeveloped to any great extent, and the tardy settler was slow to push forward to this extreme point 
of civilization. The terrible civil conflict had passed into history, and the glorious stars and stripes 
were intact without the loss of a single star. 

Then came the youth of the nation, who had fought the good fight, and weaned away from their 
eastern homes they came to grow up with the mighty West. Council Bluffs extended to these a warm 
welcome, and it is they who have by their industry, energy and push, made it the splendid city we 
see to-day, and many of these pioneers still live to see the fruits of their labors, in the modern, pros- 
perous, beautiful city of Council Bluffs. The beautiful agricultural country about the city soon 
became thickly settled, and the importance of the city as a distributing point was established. It 
was here that the large wagon trains bound farther west received their stores, and for years it was 
the grand depot of supplies for the surrounding country. The location of the city was wise, and has 
been proven by the subsequent growth; the elevation to the east is gradual, and nature has afforded an 
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almost perfect system of drainage. Improvements while slow to come, were permanent; no spasmodic 
boom has ever been allowed to disturb the steady growth of the city. The class of buildings have 
at all times been solid and substantial and the plans of the city are unsurpassed. Broad streets and 
avenues parallel the river and at right angles extend east from it in great regularity. Manufacturers 
have come and located and prospered, and no city in the West has greater manufacturing industries 
than this splendid city, which supplies its great country tributary with its farm implements and ma- 
chinery. Its splendid location in the greatest grain center in the world has also worked wonders for 
it, and its vast elevators are yearly stored with the harvests of thousands of farms. 

A short business resume of the city at the present time, shows that there are now ten grand trunk 
lines centering here with an aggregate mileage of nearly 20,000 miles. It is the center of some of 
the greatest railroad systems of the world, among which may be mentioned the Chicago Rock Island 



COUNTY COURT HOUSE. 

& Pacific, the Chicago Missouri & St. Paul Railway, the Chicago & Northwestern Railway, the 
Chicago Milwaukee & St. Paul, the Omaha & St. .Louis Railway with the great Wabash and its con- 
nections, the Union Pacific and its hundreds of branches in the West, the Kansas City, St. Joseph & 
Council Bluffs, which takes in and includes all of the beautiful Missouri Valley, the Sioux City &: 
Pacific, the Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis ^: Omaha, and other lines which serve to make the shipp- 
ing facilities of Council Bluffs second to oone in the great West. 

As a distributing point for commerce and all kinds of merchandise Council Bluffs has no super- 
ior, and nearly every large manufacturing institution in the land has a branch establishment here. 

The policy of the city government has been liberal, and while improvements have been at all 
times permanent and of a lasting and substantial character, they have been made in such a way that 
the assessments for their cost has not been excessive or scarcely felt by the property owners. 

Council Bluffs is essentially a city of homes, and while thousands of stylish mansions grace the 
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boulevards, avenues, and drives, the homes of the people are also numerous and substantial, and? 
among the older residents there are but few renters, it being the laudable desire of every citizen to 
own his own home. 

The educational advantages of Council Bluffs are not excelled by any city in the West, for the 
sturdy pioneers of Iowa, appreciating the advantages of education of the masses, set aside some of the 
richest and best lands for school purposes, and Council Bluffs as a city has made most liberal appro- 
priations for the same purpose. There are fifteen public school buildings, all new, modern and sub- 
stantial in the city, and eighty teachers are employed in teaching the young idea of the golden West. 
The aggregate scholarship of the public schools will reach over 10,000, while more than a thousand, 
are taught in private and parochial institutions of learning. 

It is of the most importance in all localities to* 
seek a supply of water for domestic consumption. 
In this Council Bluffs is exceedingly fortunate, 
and has one of the best systems in the land, and 
over forty miles of mains are laid in all parts of 
.the city, furnishing a plentiful supply of pure, 
fresh water for culinary purposes, and which is.> 
also plentiful enough for fire protection. 

In the matter of interior transportation we are*^ 
especially fortunate, and twenty miles of street 
railway, principally operated by electricity ex- 
tends to all parts of the city and its thriving 
suburbs. The matter of rapid transit was long a 
provoking question as the city spread out and ex- 
tended in all directions, but electricity, the com- 
ing motive power of the age solved it, and to-day 
no city in the land has better facilities thaa 
Council Bluffs, safe, regular, and rapid. 

The city is lighted by gas and electricity, both 
systems being improved and the most modern and 
best appliances are used. Fifteen miles of gas 
mains are laid, and the supply of coal gas of a 
superior quality, is sufficient to illuminate a city 
of twice our size. 
! The public buildings are all monuments of sub- 

MASONIC TEMPLE. ^^^"^'^^ ^"^ beautiful architecture. 

The churches are numerous, and every creed is 
represented where their glittering spires point heavenward, and beckon the path that each shall 
pursue in search of that happiness which is their God given right, and which the constitution of this 
favo-red land protects them in. 

A short business synopsis of the city, recently taken by reliable financial authorities, shows that 
the capital invested in Council Bluffs is almost phenomenal. 

There are at present sixty institutions whose capital invested exceeds $100,000, and over fifty- 
more whose capital is more than $50,000 and fully one hundred whose investment is between $20,- 
000, and $50,000. • 

The Banking interests of the city are well taken care of by reliable sound institutions having two. 
National Banks. Three State institutions and two reliable private banking institutions. 

The same statistical authority shows the foIloAving amount invested in the various leading in- 
terests. Agricultural implements, $5,410,829; Grain, $2,750,000; Groceries, $3,725,000; Lumber, 
$1,112,000. And an aggregate of business investments shows over $20,000,000 a showing second to. 
no interior city in the land. 
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The real estate interests of Council Bluffs are always immense, and at the same time are very 
conservative. No fictitious and calamitous ** boom" has ever been fostered, the growth of the city 
lias been great and steady, and the improvements permanent. The real estate transfers for the past 
year numbered over three thousand, and aggregated in round figures $5,000,000. Eighteen hundred 
new buildings were erected in the past year, at an aggregate cost of $4,284,000. 

One of the greatest sources of improvements in any growing city is its paving, curbing and sewer- 
age, and in the past year over a million and a half of money has been expended for these purposes. 

To summarize, Council Bluffs as a manufacturing, commercial and agricultural center holds a 
most prominent position, and there is an enormous demand for her products in all parts of the United 
States and also in many foreign countries. 

Our people are wide awake, are energetic, pushing and persevering, and yet so conservative that 
no panic,' no disastrous season of relapse from over enthusiam has ever dampened or retarded that 
steady growth that has made us the banner city, 
of the banner state of the great West. 

Our climate is invigorating and embracing, 
and a well managed health department with per- 
fect sewerage has made our lists of mortality the 
lowest of any city of its size in the West. No 
plague can come upon us, no pestilence, which 
the bracing prairie winds will not sweep away, 
will find here a resting place, and the paternal 
government which, mild, is strong enough to main- 
tain this state of affairs bids us not only expect 
and hope, but anticipate our glorious future. 

The wonderful resources and facilities at her 
command have not as yet been put to anything 
like a practical test, the time for that is to come 
and we predict is not very far distant. It is very 
evident that the people of this wonderfully fav- 
ored city are now simply beginning to estimate 
its varied capabilities, and try their wings before 
their glorious flight. The sun of Council Bluffs 
prosperity is ready to sweep higher above the 
towering horizon than ever before. A spirit of 
local pride and independence has became more 
universally diffused among her people, and a more 
aggressive temper molds and directs hfer business 

operations. 

XT u ^ u .u .u ^ POST OFFICE. 

No one who watches the growth and prosper- 
ity of communities, whose soul is enlivened with the progressive ideas which characterize an intelli- 
gent and enterprising people, will dispute the fact, that here, right here, on this eastern bank of the 
great Missouri river is located one of the coming greatest cities of the new world, and its forty-five 
thousand of population will grow and increase until the hundreds shall be reached, and our social, 
commercial and financial prosperity be secured as a lasting monument to the spirit of enterprise of 
the hardy pioneers who first settled in this favored spot. Necessarily in a volume of this size to 
which this must be restricted, it is impossible to set forth in detail all of the business establishments 
comprehended in a general view of the prosperity of the city. 

In the following pages some of the leading houses of the city are afforded space to tell their own 
:story, and to set forth more particularly the special features of their own trade, — the whole forming 
an epitome of the commercial and manufacturing activity of one of the busiest, most prosperous and 
progressive communities on the face of the globe. 
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CLINTON A. CASE. 

The manufacture of violins is , comparatively a new in- 
dustry in the West. The business is ably conducted by 
Mr. Clinton A. Case, who is justly conceded to be one of 
the best makers of these instruments in the country, and 
has gained distinction and a national and European reputa- 
tion for the superior character, rich, brilliant tone, and gen- 
eral superiority of his violins. He has demonstrated the 
lost art of manufacturing amber varnish, and is the only 
maker of violins in the world using it. He has manufact- 
ured instruments for some of the most noted performers, 
and in every instance the best satisfaction has been ex- 
pressed as is shown by the following indorsements, which 
are but a few of the many received by Mr. Case, 

"After traveling for nearly twenty-five years and trying 
all the celebrated violins that have come under my 
notice, it gives me much pleasure to state that the violin 
made by Mr. Clinton A. Case now in my possession, is 
equal in power, brilliancy and perfection of tone to those 
made by any of the old masters, and rivals the Stradivarius 
of Ferdinand David, now in the possession of the great 
violinist. August Wilhelmj. There is not a defective tone 
in it and the upper C and C sharp are especially fine. 

Joseph Heine, 

Per Ada Heine. 

From the Queen and Nobitilies' Concerts, London, 
England." 

"Mr. Clinton A. Case, of Council Bluffs, is a genius in 
violin making. The tone of his instruments is mellow, 
rich and brilliant, and the scales are perfectly even in all 
petitions. The model is quite original and handsome and 
it is a pleasure to look at the beautiful varnish which they 
bear. The varnish comes nearest to the old Cremona 
varnish that I have seen on modern violins. I never 
liked a new violin so well as Mr. Case's. He certainly has 
a great future before him as a violin maker. 

Hans Albert, Concert Violinist. 
. From Wertzburg. Bavaria." 

"Yes, your varnish is amber and your violins are very 
true in their scales I see you do not copy the old mas- 
ters Pablo Db Sarasatb, Violin Virtuoso." 

' 'I do not use my old violin any more, I use yours in 
j)reference. You certainly have a great future before you 
as a violin maker. Eddie Fox, 

Musical Director, Cleveland Minstrels. 

Mr. Case is not only the leader as a maker of violins, 
but is an accomplished performer and musician of rare 
skill. He has played in concerts in Omaha, Council Bluffs 
and adjoining towns often. He was born in Wisconsin, 
raised in Missouri, and has been engaged in manufactur- 
ing violins in Council Bluffs at 14 North Main street 
since 1887. He is very moderate in his prices and every 
instrument made by him is fully warrant^. 



C. BOSEN. 



Among the active, enterprising business men in Council 
Bluffs is Mr. C. Bosen, contractor, builder, and owner 
and proprietor of a sash and door factory. He has 
been engaged in business in the city fifteen years as a con- 
tractor and builder, and has constructed many residences 
and business blocks. He is located at the corner of North 
Main and Mynster streets, where he occupies a space of 
ground 76x150 feet, on which there is a one-story carpenter 
shop 20x60 feet, and planing mill and sash factory, two 
stories high. 8^x66 feet in dimensions. The mill he built 
in 1888. It is equipped with modern improved wood 
working appliances, and from fifteen to twenty skilled 
workmen are employed. Mr. Bosen manufactures doors, 
sash, blinds, moldings, executes all kinds of ornamental 
wood-work for interior decorative purposes, makes a 
specialty of newel posts and stair work, pays particular at- 
tention to scroll and band sawing, and planing and match- 



ing lumber. Estimates are furnished by Mr. Bosen and 
contracts entered into for constn)cting buildings oi all 
kinds and furnishing lumber and wood work, and also exe- 
cuting work to order for buildings. He also pays particu- 
lar attention to fitting up stores, banks, offices, and tha 
interior decorations of buildings and dwellings in hard 
wood finish. Mr. Bosen is a native of Denmark, came to 
this country when a young man and for twenty-four years 
has resided in this city. He is a member of tbe Masonic 
order. His telephone call is 289. 



WM. WELCH. 

Among the progressive and popular business men of 
Council Bluffs is Mr. Wm. Welch, who has for six years 
been established in business as a dealer in wood, hard and 
soft coal of all kinds, making a specialty of smithing coal 
and Missouri wood. His yard at 616 South Main street 
measures 60x76 feet, and is thoroughly stocked with all 
kinds of fuel, coke, kindling, etc. Mr. Welch is also pro- 
prietor of the Welch Transfer Line, by which passengers 
are transferred to and from all stations, hotels, etc. , and 
baggage is called for and delivered to any address. A very 
active business is conducted in both lines. Mr. Welch 
employs ten persons, and owns six fine carriages, and three 
omnibuses. He is a native of this city and for business 
ability and integrity is highly esteemed and respected. 



P. H. WIND. 



There is not a business man in Council Bluffs who is 
more favorably regarded for his progressiveness and sterling 
business character than Mr. P. H. Wind. A native ot 
Denmark, he came to this city about twenty-five years ago. 
He was engaged in the carpentry and building business lor 
about eighteen years, and two years ago founded his present 
business. His splendid planing mill and shop are located 
at the corner of Thirteenth street and Broadway, and here 
a complete plant of machinery of modern pattern is had, 
consisting of a fine thirty horse-power engine, and forty 
horse-power boiler, in a power house 18x22 feet in area; 
also all kinds of fine wood-working machinery. Mr. Wind 
manufactures doors, windows, frames, sash, blinds, railing,, 
counters, etc.. and gives special attention to odd siz^ 
doors and windows, interior finish, stair work, moldings, 
turning and scroll sawing. He furnishes estimates and 
contracts for all kinds of carpentry and building, and has 
furnished the material and erected many of the best build- 
ings in Council Bluffs. From ten to twenty-five hands are 
employed, and a very large business is done, Mr. Wind 
being popular in the extreme and highly respected. He 
makes a specialty of court house and b^nk furniture, and 
keeps a full supply of all kinds of hard wood lumber alwajrs 
on hand. 



WM. BATTIN. 

In the contracting and building line none are better 
known or more highly esteemed than Mr. W. Battin, who 
has been established in business for the past twenty-five 
years. In that time he has built many of the most elegant 
residences and best known business blocks that grace our 
streets. Mr. Battin furnishes estimates and superintends 
the erection or contracts for the erection of all kinds d 
structures, and has had the patronage of the leading citi- 
zens and business men. He built, among others, the resi- 
dences of Mr. G. P. Brown, on Seventh street; that of M. 
Farnsworth, on Eighth street, and that of M. Champs, 
the banker. Mr. Battin has his office and shop on South 
Seventh street and employs from ten to twenty hand«, at 
all seasons. He has been a resident of Council Bluffs many 
years and is held in high esteem. 
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KEYSTONE MANUFACTURING COMPANY. 

This is the Coaocil Bluffs branch of the famous Keystone 
Manufacturing Company, manufacturers of agricultuial 
implements and machinery, whose office and salesrooms in 
the city are located at 1501 to 1507 South Main street. 
The principal offices and works of the company, -which are 
among the best equipped of the kind in the United States. 



67 and a depth of 150 feet, and is newly furnished through- 
out, the conveniences including steam heat, electric call 
bells, parlors, reading-rooms, a handsoipie cafe., etc.. The 
sleeping-rooms, some half hundred in number, are light, 
well ventilated and kept scrupulously clean. The dining- 
room is tastefully fitted up, and the tables are kept liber- 
ally supplied with substantials and delicacies. The cafe 
and bar is without exception the finest in the city. Only 
the choicest wines, liquors, etc., 
and cigars are dispensed. The 
rates are $2 per day, American 
plan, and special rates are al- 
lowed commercial travelers. The 
service is prompt and courteous. 
Mr. Ross carefully looks after 
the comfort of guests. He is a 
native of Cleveland, Ohio. For 
a time he was connected with 
the Tremont House, Chicago, 
Weddell House, Cleveland. Ohio, 
and with several other of the 
leading hotels of the' country. 
Electric cars pass the door of the 
Gordon, and a' free "bus" con- 
veys passengers to and from 
depots. Mr. Ross is a social, 
genial gentleman, and has> wide 
circle of friends and acquaint- 



are situated at Rock Falls, opposite Sterling, 111. This 
company was incorporated in 1870 under the laws of Illi- 
nois with a paid-up capital of $150,000, and its trade now 
extends not only throughout the entire United States, but 
also abroad. The branch in Council Bluffs was opened in 
1H81 in the building now occupied by them, and which was 
the first warehouse built in Council Bluffs as a branch 
house of eastern manufacture. It is under the energetic 
and able management of Mr. }. B. Patterson, who is widely 
known in business circles for his promptness and strict 
integrity. The premises occupied here are spacious and 
commodious, and are fully stocked with the company's 
Keystone corn planters, cider mills, feed cutters, hay 
loaders, disc harrows, horse-powers, hand and power corn 
shellers. all of which are offered to customers at extremely 
low prices. The Keystone agricultural machines are un- 
rivalled for utility, efficiency, reliability and workmanship, 
and have no superiors in America or Europe. In compe- 
tition with other similar machines, those oi the Keystone 
Manufacturing Company have always demonstrated their 
superiority and excellence, and the demand for them is 
steadily increasing. They are likewise general agents for 
the Scientific grinders, Ohio " Malta " cultivators, Morrison 
plows, harrows and cultivators. Young, Harford & Co.'s 
spring wagons, the celebrated easy riding Timken & Brew- 
ster combination spring buggies, and Eureka road wagons 
and road carts. Here also can be obtained single and double 
harness at low figures. Orders are promptly filled, and the 
trade of this branch now- extends throughout Nebraska. 
West Iowa, Kansas, Wyoming and Idaho. The executive 
officers of the company are: Mr. Thos. A. Gait, president; 
Mr. F. M. Tracy, secretary; Mr, Geo. S. Tracy, superin- 
tendent, and Mr. E. Leroy Gait, treasurer. 



HOTEL GORDON. 

The hotels in Council Bluffs as a rule are ably managed 
and conducted by enterprising business men. One of the 
best known is the Hotel Gordon. The hotel was opened in 
April, 1891. Mr. Geo. S. Ross, the genial proprietor, 
brings to bear a very wide experience of thirty years, and 
is really the pioneer hotelkeeper of Council Bluffs. The 
building is a three-story and basement, has a front of 



O. W. GRAHAM. 
Among the important industrial establishments in Coun- 
cil Bluffs is that of Mr. O. W. Graham, manufacturer of 
doors, sash, blinds, builders' finish, etc. The business was 
established by Mr. J T. Cody, subsequently continued by 
Cody & Graham, and in 189J came under the sole control 
of Mr. Graham, who built the building now occupied at 
the corner of Second avenue and Thirteenth street, and' 
equipped it with special wood working machinery of the 
latest improved design. The building is two stories high. 
60x85 feet in dimensions, and twenty skilled workmen are 
employed. The product embraces sash, doors and blinds, 
all kinds of moldings, brackets, newel posts, stair work, 
hardwood finish and all kinds of interior and exterior deco- 
rative woodwork. A specialty is made of scroll and band 
sawing, wood turning, etc., also planing, matching and 
dressing lumber. Office and bank fittings are also manu- 
factured. Mr. Graham also furnishes estimates and Ukes 
contracts for the construction of buildings of all kinds, and 
also for furnishing woodwork- for building purposes, inte- 
rior decorative work, etc. He is a native of the State of 
New York and deservedly popular. 

G. W. MACOY. 
At 916 and 918 Broadway is an establishment which is in 
many respects a most important commerce to this commu- 
nity. This is the livery and boarding stable of Mr. G. W. 
Ma'coy, who has been engaged in this business for some 
time, and although only established here since July 6 of last 
year, he is meeting with splendid success. The livery depart- 
ment is of the best possible character. Outfits, new, fashion- 
able and stylish can here be found at all hours, and horses 
and carriages to suit the most fastidious. Careful drivers are 
employed. Horses are boarded by the day, week or month. 
Horses are bought and sold on commission, also carriages 
and wagons. Mr. Macoy who was born in Wisconsin, was 
for a period of ten years in business at Whiting, that state, 
handling and dealing in baled hay, which business he still 
continues in this city in connection with the stable He 
has a long lease on 1,600 acres of fine land near Whiting, 
and in the course of a season places on the market many 
tons of hay. He sells hay at wholesale, and delivers it in 
car-load lots on the Milwaukee and Northwestern Railroads. 
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J. A. MURPHY MANUFACTURING COMPANY. 

The J. A. Murphy Manufacturiqg Company are con- 
tractors, builders and manufacturers of builders' finish, 
sash, blinds, doors, etc. Their business was established in 
1881 by Mr. Murphy, and has been eminently successful. 
Their premises consisting of office and factory are located 
at Twenty-first street and First avenue. The factory which 
is two stories high, 50x100 feet in area, was erected in 
1888. It is perfectly equipped, having a very complete 
outfit of modern sash, door and blind manufacturing, scroll 
sawing and planing mill machinery , operated by a fifty horse- 
power steam engine, while from fifteen to twenty hands are 
employed. All orders for the trade are filled in a way to give 
uniform satisfaction. All kinds of plain and ornamental 
woodwork is manufactured, and particular attention is 
given to scroll and band sawing, planing and matching 
lumber and stairwork. Mr. Murphy is well-known as a 
contractor and builder, and has constructed many edifices 
of all kinds in this city, Omaha and surrounding towns, and 
in every instance the best satisfaction has been expressed. 
He furnishes estimates, makes contracts and carries all 
work through to a successful completion. He is a native 
of Ottawa, Canada, came to Council Blufifs in 1881. and 
during his residence in this city has demonstrated that he 
is a practical and successful business man. He is a mem- 
ber of the A. O. U. W. Mr. Mutphy makes a specialty of 
oak afid other hard wood finish, and of fitting up banks, 
offices, stores and the interior decoration of dwellings 
and buildings. 

8. M. WILLIAMSON. 

Mr. S. M. Williamson, whose tastefully fitted up store 
at 106 South Main street, has had a long practical experi- 
ence in the business of dealing m sewing machines, and for 
the past twelve years has been handling the famous "Stand- 
ard" and "Domestic" machines, which are without a peer. 
These machines, as is well known, are not fragile affairs, 
constantly getting out of order and needing repair, but are 
substantially made and perfect in every respect. They are 
easy to operate, noiseless, run smoothly and have no su- 
periors for sewing, stitching, felling, hemming, braiding, 
embroidering or doing fancy work. They are sold at the 
very lowest price, warranted, and are the most reliable 
sewing machines on the market. Mr. Williamson can offer 
better inducements than others to buyers. He keeps in 
stock a full line of machines of all sizes, also attachments, 
needles, oils, etc. He also attends to repairing all makes 
of sewing machines. Mr. Williamson was born in Butler 
County, Ohio, and has for twelve years resided in Council 
Bluffs where he has won favor and success. 



DAY db HESS. 

Among the promment and pioneer real estate and real 
estate loan brokers in Council Bluffs, Iowa, is the firm of 
Day & Hess, who have been residents of this city for some 
time and largely engaged, each on his own account and as a 
firm, in the purchase and sale of real estate and real estate 
mortgages. They are well-known as operators possessed 
of judgment and discrimination to a marked degree. Their 
business was established in 1881. and is located at 89 Pearl 
street where they occupy well equipped offices, being on 
the corner of First avenue and Pearl street, opposite 
the Grand Hotel. There is no one better prepared to 
give definite information as to the value of real estate in 
Council Bluffs and Omaha, and on farming lands in the 
West, than this firm. They have improved and vacant 
property in the best locations for sale, and offer induce- 
ments it would be dificult to obtain elsewhere. They de- 
vote particular attention to making first mortgage loans on 
inside business and residence property and improved farm- 
ing lands in Western Iowa, and attend personally to all 
matters pertaining to real estate business. They have in- 



vested a large amount In first mortgage loans during the 
past ten years for non-residents, and have had no losses. 
All business is transacted promptly and satisfactorily in the 
strictest confidence. Particular attention is given to the 
managing and closing up of estates, and care of property 
for non-residents. Fire insurance written by them in re>; 
liable companies. 

Q. E. MYERS. 

One of the oldest established and most popular furniture 
establishments of Council Bluffs, is that conducted- by Mr. 
G. £. Myers, at 205 and 207 Broadway. The business 
was established by Messrs. C. A. Beebe & Co., full twenty 
years ago. and from them it passed to the present proprietor 
in September, 1891. The premises occupied are 40x170 
feet in dimensions, and the stock comprises everything in 
parlor, bed-room, dinning-room and kitchen furniture, in- 
clndmg antique, plush, carved and handsomely decorated 
furniture of every description. Besides a large local trade, 
a heavy business is being done throughout Iowa and Ne- 
braska. Mr. Myers is a native of Pennsylvania, has re- 
sided in the West a number of years, and^is prominent in 
leading financial and commercial circles. 



GEO. S DAVIS. 

The drug business is not represented in Council Bluffs 
by a more prominent or popular druggist than Mr. George 
S. Davis at 200 Broadway, where he has been located since 
November, 1890. His store which is 22x80 'feet in dimen- 
sions, is tastefully fitted up with all the modern appliances, 
is lighted by electricity, and an elegant soda fountain is an 
attractive feature. A complete stock of pure drugs, paints, 
oils, books stationery, toilet articles^ brushes, combs, 
patent medicines, surgical instruments, toilet soaps, per- 
fumery and cigars is carried. Special attention is given to 
the compounding of physicians' prescriptions. Mr. Davis 
acts as agent for Heath & Milligan, of Chicago, dealers in 
paints and oils. He is a prominent member of the Knights 
of Pythias, is a native of Illinois, has resided in Council 
Bluffs eight years, and is of the highest social and profes- 
sional standing. 



THE LITTLE ROCK LUMBER COMPANY. 

A newly established and reliable concern in Council 
Bluffs, extensively engaged in the manufacture of and 
wholesale trade in hardwood lumber, is that known as the 
Little Rock Lumber Company, whose main office is situa- 
ted in the Baldwin Block, corner Broadway and Pearl 
streets. This company was incorporated January, 1892, 
under the laws of the State of Arkansas, with a paid-up 
capital of 925.000. and succeeded to the business of the 
Chicago Lumber Company in the wholesale trade only. 
The company's mill is at Bailey's Switch, Arkansas, and 
ihe executive officers are: Mr. M. T. Greene, president; 
Mr. S. P. MacConnell. vice-president and manager, and 
Mr. W. A. Bailey, secretary and treasurer. The mill is 
fully equipped with modern wood-working machinery. 
A specialty is made of choice oak and other hard- 
wood lumber, of which 50,000 feet are produced daily. 
Orders for car-load lots are promptly filled at the low- 
est possible prices, and the trade of the company now 
extends throughout Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas. Colorado and 
Missouri. They own a large tract of first-class timber 
land, and can always offer substantial inducements to the 
trade. Mr. M. T. Greene, who is also president of the 
Chicago Lumber Company and the Yellow Poplar Lumber 
Company, resides in Chicago, while Mr. W. A. Bailey lives 
at Little Rock. Ark Mr. MacConnell who has been con- 
nected with the Chicago Lumber Company since 1880, 
manages the business of the Little Rock Lumber Com- 
pany in Council Bluffs. 
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MUELLER PIANO AND OR«AN COMPANY. 



kinds of blank books, founded tl^eir business about eight 
years ago. They occupy the second floor of the Everett 
Block, corner of Pearl and Broadway. Here they have 
every convenience and appliance necessary to the produc- 
tion of fine blank books of every kind. The finishing and 
binding is all done by hand, none but thoroughly competent 
and experienced workmen being employed. The concern 
is a flourishing one and has won its success by sheer merit. 



The leading music house of Council Bluffs is that known 
as the Mueller Piano and Organ Company, of which the 
proprietor is Mr. }. Mueller, who established this business 
thirty years ago. The store is located at 103 Main street, 
where a three-story brick building is occupied. This is 
40x66 feet in dimensions. Here an immense stock is carried, 
consisting of the famous Hardman & Harrington and 
other pianos, Farrond & Votey and Story & Clark Organs, 
brass instruments, violins, drums, reed instruments, guitars, 
music books, strings, stands, sheet music, etc. The entire 
stock of this company having been purchased by Hardman, 
Peck & Co. , of New York, all instruments will hereafter be 
sold at New York factory prices with freight added. All 
'kinds of musical instruments are carefully repaired. This 
)>iisiness is about to be incorporated under the present style, 
with Mr. Mueller as manager. Mr. Mueller is a native of 
Germany, has resided in Council Bluffs for many years, 
is a thoroughly practical musician, and is held in high esteem 
by all who know him. 



GRONEWEG db SCHOENTGEN. 

' The largest and oldest established house engaged in the 
wholesale grocery business in Council Bluffs is that of 
Groneweg & Shoentgen. This business was established in 
186'3 by Mr. William Groneweg, who continued it alone 
until 1878. when the present Arm was formed, the partners 
being William Groneweg and John Shoentgen. At 117, 119 
and 121 South Main street, a flne double store 50x100 feet 
in dimensions is occupied. They also have a warehouse 
fronting on Fourth street, and this is a flue two-story build- 
ing 25x70 feet in dimensions. These premises are fitted up 
in the best possible manner, having elevators and every 
convenience. The stock carried consists of a full line of 
imported and domestic groceries, flour, tobacco, cigars, 
confectionery, canned goods, fruits, teas, coffees, spices, 
etc. A very large business is done, the annual sales 
amounting to over $500,000. Sixteen persons are employed 
in the house, while seven traveling salesmen represent the 
concern throughout Iowa and Nebraska. Mr. Wm. Grone- 
weg is a native of Hanover, Germany, and has resided in 
Council Bluffs since 1861. He is now serving as State 
Senator and is held in high esteem in leading social, busi- 
ness and financial circles. Mr. John Schoentgen was born 
in Belgium, and came to Council Bluffs in 1866. 



MOREHOUSE db CO. 

The well established blank book manufactory of More- 
house & Co., is recognized as one of the leading commercial 
features of Council Bluffs. The firm. wBo manufacture all 



STEWART BROTHERS. 

Of special prominence in the wholesale grocery trade in 
Council Bluffs, is that of the Stewart Bros . located at 24 
and 26 Main street. The business was inaugurated in 1858, 
and during the intervening thirty-four years, has steadily 
increased in magnitude and importance, until it now covers 
the whole country tributary to this center, embracing Iowa, 
Nebraska, Kansas. Missouri. Wyoming and Colorado. The 
proprietors. Messrs. J. T. and J. F. Stewart, who founded 
the establishment, are both natives of Maryland. They 
came here in 1855. Their premises consist of a substantial 
three-story building with basement, 46x102 feet in dimen- 
sions, extending from Main street completely through the 
block to 23 and 25 Pearl street. Every suitable appliance 
for the rapid handling of stock is at hand, and with both 
front and rear entrances and all conveniences for storage 
and shipment, the house is specially adapted to the require- 
ments of this trade. The stock is large and varied. All 
kinds of staple and fancy groceries are carried including 
everything that may be legitimately classed under this gen- 
eral heading, and in addition, a superior grade of cigars and 
tobacco is kept in stock. Ten assistants are employed in 
the store, and five experienced traveling salesmen are kept 
continually upon the road. Mr. J. T. Stewart, the senior 
partner, is a director of the Council Bluffs Savings Bank, 
while his brother, Mr. J. F. Stewart, is president of the 
Omaha and Council Bluffs Motor Railway Company. Both 
gentlemen are interested in all measures for the building 
up of this important center, and for the promotion of the 
activity of its trade. 



PEREQOY db MOORE. 

The tobacco trade of the West is not represented in a 
more reliable house than that known as Peregoy & Moore, 
who are the only exclusive tobacco dealers in this section. 
The business of this concern was established in 1868 in 
Omaha, and was removed to Council Bluffs nineteen years 
ago. The firm has occupied the present location at 27 
Pearl street and 28 Main street for ten years, having for- 
merly been on Broadway. The premises consist of a three- 
story brick building 22x102 feet in dimensions, extending 
from Main street to Pearl street and having entrances from 
both thoroughfares. The business is confined to the whole- 
sale handling of tobacco and cigars. Their specialties are 
in 10 cent cigars "Chancellor," "Senora Cubana," "West- 
ern Statesman," "Roman Senators." "Santo Rosa," and 
"Commercial' Pilgrim." The 5 cent brands are the 
"Sterling." ' Regencia," "Prince." "Belle Bouguet." "El 
Frondo," and "Edwin Forrest." The firm carry the largest 
and best selected stock of cigars, cigarettes, smoking, fine- 
cut and plug tobaccos and smokers' articles to be found be- 
tween New York and San Francisco. They employ eight 
traveling salesmen, besides six assistants in the store. The 
trade extends throughout Nebraska, Iowa, Kansas. Dakota, 
California, Missouri. Wyoming, Oregon and the West. 
Mr. J. W. Peregoy, who is a native of Virginia, has lived 
thirty-two years in the West, and is an active Freemason 
and a business man of the highest standing. Mr. Wm. 
Moore was born near Toronto, Canada, is a member of the 
Council Bluffs Board of Trade, an active Freemason, an<t 
is held in high esteem. 
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MULHOLLAND <& CO. 

The leading dealers in pure ice in Coancil Bluffs are 
Mulbolland & Co., who have been established in the busi- 
ness here for the past ten years and are everywhere known 
as the handlers of the best commercial article of ice that is 
used in this section. They conduct both a wholesale and 
retail business, supplying leading dealers, packers, hotels, 
fzrocers, restaurants and saloons with all the ice they use. 
The trade is very extensive both locally and in the entire 
district contiguous to this city. Nothing but pure Missouri 
River Channel Ice is handled, and each year their extensive 
ice houses at the corner of Eighth street and Broadway are 
filled with ice to their entire capacity, which is 20.000 tons. 
In season twenty hands are employed and five teams are 
used for delivery purposes. The office is located at 115 
Pearl street. Brown Building, the telephone number being 
163. The firm consists of Messrs. J. P. Mulholland and 
A. B. Nicholas. Mr. Mulholland was born in Iowa and 
has been a resident of Council Bluffs many years, while 
Mr. Nicholas is a native of New Jersey who has been in 
Council Bluffs twenty-five years. 



E. G. BARTLETT. 

A favorite store among housekeepers is the grocery estab- 
lishment of Mr. E. G. Bartlett at 741 Broadway, which has 
been established here for the past two years, and Mr. Bart- 
lett has always been able to boast that since he commenced 
business he has never allowed anything to enter his store 
but goods of the purest and best kind. His stock is of a 
most comprehensive nature and embraces every kind of 
staple and fancy groceries, teas, coffees, Italian products, 
canned goods, pickles, sauces, condiments, table luxuries 
and delicacies, laundry supplies and all the favorite brands 
of family flour; also fruits and vegetables in their season 



and dairy products. A comparison of his prices with thoso 
of others will be found interesting, inasmuch as he buys for 
cash and always deals with the most responsible first-class 
wholesale and jobbing houses. He conducts his business on 
the most conscientious principles, and his customers are well 
aware that they can always secure at this store fair treat- 
ment and a superior quality of goods. 



THE GRAND HOTEL. 

The people of Council Bluffs may well be proud of the 
magnificent "Grand Hotel," the leading house of the city. 
This splendid hotel building was erect^ in 1890, and was 
first occujned April 1, 1891. the proprietors being Cragin & 
Co. Later the business was succeeded to by Mr. E. F. 
Clark, an experienced hotel proprietor and gentleman who 
is immensely popular with the traveling public. This 
hotel is most eligibly located and was erected at a cost of 
9200,000. It is a seven-story brick building of modern 
design and so constructed that all of the rooms have light 
from the outside. It is 90x100 feet in dimensions and' is 
finished in the most complete and elegant manner, having 
marble floors, columns and counters. The stairways are 
of iron, and the building has barber shop, telegraph offices, 
baths and elegant sample room, while fire-escapes are on 
all sides, although the structure is absolutely fireproof. The 
furnishing ts elegant in every particular and has cost over 
$20,000. The rooms are electric lighted and steam heated 
and three hydraulic elevators give easy access to any floor. 
The dining-room is splendidly finished in hardwood and 
has a seating capacity of eighty. The cusine is equal to 
that of the leading hotels of the East, every detail being 
carefully directed so that patrons speak in the highest terms 
of this feature in common with the other excellencies of the 
house. The rooms number 100 and the rates are $3 per 
day. The building was designed by Mr. F. D. Hyde, the 
well-known architect, and is owned by J. F. Kimball and 
Geo. H. Champ of Council Bluffs. Mr. Clark, the pro- 
prietor, is a native of Chicago and has had nine years' ex- 
perience in hotel management. He operated one of the 
best hotels in Idaho Springs, the favorite Colorado summer 
resort, also the Cascade Canyon House. He was pro- 
prietor of the Colorado Midland eating house. He managed 
the Breadmore Casino at Colorado Springs, Colo., and is 
held in high favor by all who know him. 



L. KINNEHAN. 

In this commercial review of the city, we desire to call 
attention to the well-known and popular house of Mr. L. 
Kinnehan, dealer in boots and shoes, at 820 Broadway. 
The spacious store 22x80 feet in area, is fitted up in first- 
class style, and the stock of goods displayed is one of the^ 
largest and finest to be found in the city. Mr. Kinnehaa 
is a thorough, practical business man, and has selected the 
slock with unusual care. He has everything seasonable^ 
and fashionable for ladies, misses and children, also men, 
youths and boys, in footwear, and can name the lowestt 
prices and guarantee the best satisfaction as to fit, style 
. and superior workmanship. The goods displayed are ma- 
chine and hand made, and fully warranted in every respect 
as represented. Rubbers and slippers are displayed in 
profusion, and also fancy shoes. Fine custom work is a 
specialty, and repairing always receives immediate attention. 
The house has tor more than twenty years been a popular 
purchasing place for all classes of the community, and is 
the recipient of a large city and country trade. The 
business was established by Mr J. D. O'Neil, and in 
1887 came under the control of Mr Kinnehan, who has 
since been conducting it in a manner greatly redounding 
to his credit. Mr. Kinnehan was born in Canada and: 
raised in the State of Wisconsin, and came to Council 
Bluffs in 1871, and has always taken an active interest in 
local and business affairs. He has held the office of citj 
auditor and was twice elected city treasurer. He is a 
veteran of the war and served in the quartermaster's de- 
partment. He is a member of the American Protective 
Association, the I O. O F., and the A. O. U. W. 



P.O. DeVOL. 

One of the oldest business houses in the hardware and 
house furnishing goods trade in Council Bluffs, is that of 
Mr. P. C. De Vol, which was established in 1861, and has 
ever since been under his control and. management. It is 
one of the best known among the responsible houses in the 
city and receives a liberal patronage from the citizens and 
residents of all the surrounding section. The premises 
occupied situated at 504 Broadway, consist of a store 
22x112 feet in dimensions, a basement of the same area» 
and a well equipped workshop in which from ten tO fifteen 
expert hands are employed. Mr. De Vol carries an exten- 
sive assortment of gocKls. comprising builders' hardware, 
shelf goods, mechanics' and farmers' tools, nails, lock- 
smiths' supplies, and stoves and ranges of all the best known 
manufacturers in the country, and is agent for the " Gar> 
land "stoves and ranges, "Charter Oak "stoves, and the 
Glidden steel barbed wire. He also has a complete assort- 
ment of tinware and house keeping and kitchen furnishing 
Roods. Tinware is manufactured to order, sheet iron work 
done, and tin roofing which is a specialty is promptly exe- 
cuted. Estimates are furnished on application, and all 
work is carried through to completion without delay. Par- 
ticular attention is also made to repairing and jobbing. 
Mr. De Vol was born in Columbia County, N. Y.. and has 
resided in Council Bluffs most of his life, a period of forty 
years. He is a gentleman of unswerving integrity, fair 
and honorable in bis dealings, and is one of the best known 
business men in this thriving community. He can always 
offer the best inducements to bis patrons and the public 
in best quality goods. Mr. DeVol has a branch store at 
10 Main street. « 
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DEERE, WELLS & CO. 

In reviewing the numerous interests \vhich combine to 
give to the trade of Council Bluffs its pre-eminence as a 
factor in the development of the great West, it is but com- 
mon justice that due prominence be given to those large 
and important establishments whose excellent and world- 
known products have so largely contributed to the growth 
of the agricultural interest. The pioneer farmer of the 
prairies, as well as those following in his footsteps, have 
caused these broad and fecund plains to yield for the sus- 
tenance of the race the finest products of these rich and 
inexhaustible soils, would have found his labors arduous 
and comparatively barren, had not the skilled and mechan- 
ical ability of the American machinist come to his assi«t- 



rows. zigzag steel lever harrows, Eclipse harrows. Prairie 
Gem breakers. Prairie Queen breakers. Deere combined 
listers, Deere disc listers. Deere riding listers. "Gazelle" 
and "Galpin" sulky plows, Weir-Deal plows. "Deere" 
and " Beausant " corn planters. Universal check rowers, 
Moline one horse drills, feed rollers and grinders, feed 
mills, hand and power shellers, etc., also the famous " Mo- 
line" farm and spring wagons, mountain wagons, buggies 
and carriages, all styles. " Moline " dray wagons, road and 
speed carts, harness, stalk cutters, garden tools, beet seed 
planters and beet cultivators, hay rakes, hay loaders and 
hay presses, press drills, seeders, harrows, wagon seeders, 
binder twine, corn buskers, wagon scales, bob sleds, corn 
harvesters. "Victor" safes, etc. The firm challenge the 
world to show a line of goods equal to these. They are 
warranted to be the finest and nearest perfection in the 
market, while by reason of their great facilities they are 
offered at prices that outdistance all competitors. Cor- 
respondence is solicited, and orders are promptly attended 
to. a staff of twenty assistants beins employed. Mr. Wells, 
although a resident of Council Bluffs but a short time, has 
already gained a deserved prominence in this city's busi- 
ness circles. He is a pushing and enterprising merchant, 
a courteous and affable gentleman, and business relations 
entered into with him will invariably prove both pleasant 
and profitable. 



ance by placing at his disposal the numerous implements 
and tools by the aid of which the science of agriculture has 
been brought to the highest plane of perfection. The first 
place in the ranks of these reliable and representative con- 
cerns belongs to the house which forms the subject of this 
brief sketch, that of Deere. Wells & Co., wholesale 
dealers in agricultural implements, and agents for the 
sale of the output of the works of Deere & Co.. and the 
Moline Wagon Company, of Moline. III. The name of 
"Deere" is intimately associated with the history of the 
settlement and development of the West, and it is safe to 
assert that it is more widely known and held in higher es- 
teem than that of any other manufacturer. The business 
of Deere & Co. was founded in 1847, becoming incor- 
poiated under the laws of Illinois in lb68. In 1881, the 
Council Bluffs branch was established, and placed under 
the control and management of Mr. Lucius Wells, the firm 
of Deere, Wells & Co. being formed for the prosecu- 
tion of the business in this territory, which includes West- 
ern Iowa, Nebraska, South Dakota, Wyoming and Idaho. 
The premises utilized are of very large dimensions, and 
iully equipped with all facilities for the storage and inspec- 
tion of the immense stock always on hand. They comprise 
a handsome three-story brick building, having a frontage 
of 150 by a depth of 100 feet, and a warehouse adjoining, 
a single story frame structure 75x100 feet in dimensions. 
The facilities for handling and shipping are unsurpassed, 
railroad sidings having been laid on the grounds. The firm 
deal at wholesale in all kinds of wagons, buggies, carriages 
and agricultural implements, among their leading special- 
ties being the John Deere plows. Deere, cultivators. Rein- 
deer cultivators. Antelope tongueless cultivators. Columbia 
Tiding cultivators. King listed corn cultivators, Deere Har- 



J. W. SHOWERS, AGENT WHITE SEWING MACHINES. 

The exalted position which the White sewing machine 
has long taken in commerce places it beyond the need of 
any special praise at our hands, but such a position is due 
not only to the exceptional merits of c the machine, but to 
the aptitude and rare business adaptability of the respective 
agents throughout the country. There is no agent more 
deserving of enthusiastic praise than Mr. J. W. Showers, 
whose store is centrally located at 827 Broadway, and who 
for the past six months has represented the White Sewing 
Machine Company as their general agent here. J. W. 
Showers is a young man and a native of Council fluffs, 
and devotes his whole energies to the interests of the firm 
he so ably represents. He carries in stock at all times a 
full variety of the White machines, also parts of same and 
undertakes every kind of repairs. Machines will be sent 
on approval and full instructions given gratis. He also 
sells the same on terms suited to every class of purchaser. 
Wm. Showers makes a specialty of fitting keys to locks 
and repairing locks of all kinds. 



MISS E. L. RAGSDALE. 

One of the leading fashionable millinery establishments 
on Broadway, is that of Miss E. L. Ragsdale. The store 
is tasteful in its appointments and attractive in appearance, 
and comprises the commodious frame building of the above 
address. An exceptionally fine line of goods is carried, 
which embraces a full and magnificent assortment of 
French millinery goods, artificial flowers, feathers, tips, 
and a full and complete line of mourning goods. whi\e 
bonnets and hats are altered, trimmed and made to order 
at popular prices, and cannot fail to please the most criti- 
cal and fastidious. There is also a great variety of trim- 
med hats and bonnets displayed, which are handsome in 
style and exceedingly rich in trimmings and in the blend- 
ing of colors. A superior stock of elegant velvets, plushes, 
satins, silks, laces and ribbons are also kept in stock. Sev- 
eral skilled milliners are employed, and all work is turned 
out promptly, and Miss Ragsdale is patronized by many of 
the leading families of the city. This business was estab- 
lished by Miss Ragsdale some time ago. She was bom in 
Missouri, but has lived in Council Bluffs the most of her 
life. 
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THE STATE SAVINGS BANK. 

Representative among the leading financial institutions 
of Council Binfifs is the State Savings Bank. It is incor- 
porated under the laws of Iowa, and has an authorized 
capital of $500,000. of which $50,000 is paid-up. The 
bank is a favorite both with those opening savings accounts, 
and regular business depositors. It afifords every facility for 
the transaction of business, receiving deposits, paying liberal 
interest on time deposits, making collections on all points, 
issuing drafts on Eastern States, making loans on approved 
collateral and commercial paper, and in every legitimate 
way advancing its patrons' interests. Its last annual state- 
ment showed total assets of $244,800.75; items of bills, bonds, 
etc., amounted to $199,214.81, thus insuring to the bank a 
heavy and regular income. Cash on hand amounted to 
$4,817,97; amount on deposit with other banks, subject to 
draft at sight, $89,987.97. The amounts due depositors are 
as follows: Payable on sight, $118,935.43; time deposits, 
$50,701.57. The bank has accumulated the handsome surplus 
fund of $15,000, besides additional prospects of $7,180.64, 
thus giving depositors additional security, while the directors 
are individually liable in large sums. The officers of ^he 
bank are: Mr. John Clausen, president; £. A. Wecken. 
vice-president; Mr. John Bennett, cashier and Mr. William 
Amd assistant cashier, all bring to bear special qualifica- 
tions for the discharge of the onerous duties devolving 
upon them. Deposits are received from $1 up, and mterest 
paid thereon semi-annually. The bank is in every respect 
a credit to Council Bluffs. 



TWIN CITY STEAM DYE WORKS. 

The Twin City Steam Dye Works have from the date of 
their establishment in 1889. by Mr. G. A. Schoedsack. 
been ff great convenience to the citizens of Omaha and 
Council Bluffs. The works are located in the latter city mt 
the corner of Avenue A and Twenty-sixth street, and com- 
prise a substantial two-story building 35x60 feet in dimen- 
sions, with several adjoining buildings, and engine and 
boiler house. The equipment is complete with appliances 
and accessories for executing work in the best manner. A 
twenty horse-power steam engine and fifty horse-power 
boiler are used, and from twelve to twenty expert hands 
are employed. The business includes dying woolens, silk, 
etc., in any color or shade desired, also dying and cleaning 
ladies' and gentlemen's wearing apparel, feathers, kid gloves, 
etc. A specialty is made of raying and finishing shopworn 
goods, and the work turned out is of a superior character. 
A branch establishment in Omaha is at 1531 Farnam street. 
Repairing of gentlemen's clothing is done to order. Mr. 
Schoedsack. the proprietor, is a native of Germany, and 
has by his lifelong experience exhibited many evidences of 
his thorough skill in all branches of his trade. He resides 
in Council Bluffs, and is very popular. 



A. 0. KELLER. 

The manufacture of horse collars in Council Bluffs is 
well represented by Mr. A. C. Keller whose experience ex- 
tends over many years, and who has acquired a high repu- 
tation and secureid a trade which comes from Nebraska, 
Iowa and adjoining states. He was born in Williamsport, 
Pa., and in 1879 took Horace Greeley's advice and came 
West. In 1888 he embarked in business in Omaha, and 
six months after moved to this city. In April. 1889. he 
erected the building he now occupies at the corner of /L ve- 
nue A and Thirty-second street, and equipped it expressly 
for his business. The building is two stories high, 24x60 
feet in dimensions, and admirably arranged throughout. Ex- 
perienced hands are employed, and the work turned out is 
superior in every respect. Horse collars of all kinds and 
for every purpose are manufactured of best material and 



of the finest workmanship. A specialty is made of manu- 
facturing collars to order. Mr. Keller can turn out 1,000 
horse collars per month, and in the busy season his estab- 
ment is taxea to the utmost to fill orders. He is very 
popular in this community, and as a business man well 
deserves the success he has won. 



J. H. PACE, 



One of the best known among the dealers in meats, poul- 
try, etc.. in Council Bluffs we find in Mr. J. H. Pace, pro- 
prietor of the Central Market. 5 Danforth Block, 788 
Broadway. The foundation of the splendid business he is 
now conducting dates from 1878, when it was established 
by Pace & Smith at 35 South Main street. In 1885 a re- 
moval was made to the premises now occupi^. and in 1889 
the firm was dissolved and Mr. Pace has since continued 
the business, and by energy and fair dealing increased the 
patronage. The dimensions of the market are 23x80 feet, 
and. besides being well supplied with counters, tables and 
racks, is equipped with a ret rgerator of a capacity of one 
and one-half tons. Everything in the way of food supplies 
sold by Mr. Pace is of a superior quality and obtained from 
the best sources. He makes a specialty of Swift and 
Cudahy's fresh meats, and always has the juiciest roasts 
and steaks, also choice lamb, mutton, veal, pork, bologna, 
frankfurts. puddings, sausage, lard, sugar cured hams, 
breakfast bacon, and choice poultry and game when in sea- 
son. Polite assistants are always in attendance and two 
wagons in constant service. Orders are called for and de- 
livered at residences in any part of the city, and Mr. Pace 
is untiring in his efforts to please all favoring him with pat- 
ronage. He is moderate in his prices and his goods are 
first-class in every respect. Mr. Pace was born in Mount 
Vernon, III., located in Council Bluffs in 1863, and has 
always been prominent in local affairs. Last spring he was 
elected alderman at large and he is one of the most popu- 
lar men in the city. He is doing a substantial business, 
and it is almost needless to say that he enjoys the esteem 
and regard of the whole community. 



PACIFIC HOUSE. 

The Pacific House is very popular and receives a liberal 
share of public patronage. It is centrally located on Broad- 
way, from 516 to 520. and convenient to all the depots. 
The street railway and motor line cars stop in front ot this 
hotel on each and every trip, making it in every sense of 
the word the most convenient location in Council Bluffs for 
passengers using these cars. The house is one of the old- 
est in the city and has been utilized for hotel purposes since 
1855. In the summer of 1891 the management came into 
the hands of Mr. H. P. Niles. It has since came into the 
hands of the present proprietor, Mr. L. D. Harris, a thor- 
oughly practical, experienced man. He at once began the 
work of thoroughly renovating and refurnishing the house, 
introduced modern improvements, and to-day it is one of 
the best and most complete hotels in the city for the rates 
charged, $1.50 and $3.00 per day. It is conducted on the 
American plan and every convenience is provided for the 
comfort of guests. There are upwards of fifty rooms in the 
house, all of which are well lighted, ventilated and kept 
scrupulously neat and clean. The dining-room is large and 
commodious, having a seating capacity for sixty-six guests, 
and here are served in an appetizing form all the edibles in 
season. The building is four stories high, has a front of 75 
and a depth of 2C0 feet. The office, reading-room, dining- 
room, news stand, etc.. are all on the first floor and very 
tastefully arranged and fitted up. Mr. Harris, the propri- 
etor, is a genial, social gentleman, untiring in his endeavors 
to please patrons. He is a native of New York State and 
came to Council Bluffs in 1867, where he has been engaged 
in the hotel business most of the time. 
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RUSSELL & CO. 

In the manufactare of special machinery of all kinds, and 
particularly of that required by agriculturalists, the Ameri- 
cah machinist has for many years led the world. Among 
the most widely known and progressive concerns identified 
with this line of trade is that of the firm of Russell & Co., 
which ranks among the leaders of its kind, its unequalled 
products being in steady demand in every land under the 
sun. This important business is also a pioneer in its line, 
its inception dating back to 1842, when it was founded by 
the Russell Bros., all of whom, with the exception of Mr. 
Clement Russell, who retired in 1878, are still in business, 



and who exhibit the same energetic activity as when half a 
century ago, they demonstrated to the farmers of Ohio 
how to economize time and labor, and to extract from the 
fruits of the earth the best profitable results. The busi- 
ness was founded in Massillon, Ohio, where the works and 
headquarters, are still located, and in 1878 its vast interests 
were capitalized and the present company incorporated. 
The ofi&cers are: N. S. Russell and J. W. McClymonds. 
president and treasurer; J. K. Russell, vice-president; 
C. M. Russell, secretary; T. H. Russell and C. L. 
Russell, superintendents. Branch offices are operated 
in St. Paul. Minn., Portland, Ore., Atlanta, Ga. and 
Council Bluffs, Iowa, while general agencies have been 
established in Fairfield, Iowa, ^udson, Ohio, Milwaukee, 
Wis.. Peoria. 111.. Pittsburg. Pa , Salt Lake City. Utah. 
St. Joseph and St. Louis, Mo. and Toledo, Ohio. The 
branch office in Council Bluffs was opened several years 
ago, and since 1886 has been under the efficient manage- 
ment of Mr. E. C. Harris, who has built up a large trade 
throughout Iowa. Nebraska. Kansas and Wyoming. The 
premises utilized are located at 510 and 516 Pearl street, 
and comprise a two-story brick and single story frame 
structure, the whole covering an area of 88x140 feet. The 
warehouses are filled with a complete assortment of the 
products of the works. Seven salesmen are here employed, 
the annual sales amount to a large figure. The company 
manufacture engines, thrashers and saw mills, all of the 
most perfect pattern. Among the best known of their ma- 
chines may be instanced the Massillon cyclone thrasher, 
which embodies the great improvements of the times, and 
which has long been sought, whereby the entire separating 
capacity of the machine is utilized to the fullest extent; the 
new Massillon; the Russell portable engine, constructed 
with "theGiddings patent equipment valve;' the Russell 
traction engine; straw burners; the Massillon automatic 
stacker; the improved Dingee- Woodbury horse-power; the 
Massillon water tank; portable saw mills, etc. All of these 
are constructed from the best materials, and are the result 
of the long practical experience of the makers, while the 
prices are reinarkably low. Mr. Harris is not only a first- 
class progrressive business man, but is also deservedly held 
in high esteem in our leading social circles. 



E. H. SHEAFE. 

A representative Council Bluffs real estate broker is Mr. 
E H. Sheaf e, whose office is located on Broadway and 
Main streets, over Officer & Pusey's Bank. This enter- 
prise was established ^ight years ago by Messrs. £. H. 
Sheaf e & Co , the pre^nt proprietor taking sole control 
three years ago. He buys and sells on commission every 
description of realty, and has a number of choice building 
lots and residence property on offer at favorable terms. 
He has at all times many stores and dwellings on his list in 
the city and suburbs for rent. He takes charge of estates 
for non-resident owners, and attends to all branches of the 
real estate business. In Council Bluffs alone, Mr. Sheafe 
has charge of 700 pieces of property. Notes, loans and 
mortgages are also negotiated by him, and investments are 
desirably placed. Mr. Sheafe is a native of Boston, Mass., 
and has resided in this city eight years. He is manager 
and treasurer of Walnut Park Land and Improvement 
Company, and is deservedly esteemed. 



THE FRANKLIN PRINTING HOUSE. 

The well-known Franklin Printing House, conducted by 
Mr. J. C. Schermerhorn at 209 Main street, was estab- 
lished seven years ago by Mr. F. Ainsworth, and was con- 
tinued by him until Mr. Schermerhorn purchased it a little 
over one year ago. The office contains three modern job 
presses and a splendid complement of type, rules, borders, 
etc., as well as a complete stock of paper. Job work of all 
kinds is done promptly and well and at reasonable prices, 
also railroad work, dodgers, circulars, pamphlets, etc. Six 
competent printers are employed, and the trade of the lead- 
ing business men is enjoyed. Mr. Schermerhorn is a native 
of New York and has resided in Council Bluffs for twenty- 
three years. He was formerly one- third owner of the 
Nonpareil newspaper, and for a long time was telegraph 
editor and foreman. He severed his connection with the 
paper a little over a year ago and engaged in the present 
enterprise, in which he has had large success. 



WEIR-SHUGART COMPANY. 

Ranking among the most thoroughly representative busi- 
ness concerns of Council Bluffs, is the Weir-Shugart 
Company, wholesale agricultural implement dealers. This 
house has a splendid reputation, and is favored with the 
trade of many of the leading dealers of Iowa, Nebraska and 
contiguous territory. This house was founded over twenty- 
five years ago by Mr. E. L. Shugart, who, later, associated 
himself with others under the firm name of Shugart. Lin- 
engher & Wies, which was again changed to Shugart & 
Co. In 1882, the concern became Shugart Implement 
Company, and in 1884 was succeeded by Waite & Weiss. 
On November 1, 1887, the present company was incorpo- 
rated with $60,000 capital. The officers are gentlemen of 
high business and financial standing. Mr. F. Wies. the 
president, is a native of Bavaria; Mr. D. P. Phelps, thb 
vice-president, resides at Monmouth, III., and is a native 
of Illinois; Mr. F. R. Davis, the secretary and treasurer, 
is a native of Illinois also, and has lived at Council Bluffs 
thirteen years, and gives the business his close personal 
attention. On South Main street the company occupy a 
three-story brick building, the double stores beine each 
44x125 feet in dimensions, and also two warehouses at the 
lower end of Main street containing 85.000 feet of floor 
space. Here a full line of agricultural implements, plows, 
listers, harrows, cultivators, stalk cutters, planters, drills, 
rakes, grinders, wood saws. etc.. is carried. The company 
are agents for the Weir Plow Company of Monmo\^h, 111., 
also the Pattee Plow Company, Haydock Carriage Com- 
pany of St. Louis, and the Bain Wagon Company of Ke- 
nosha, Wis. Ten hands are employed in the local house. 
The warehouse 40x100 feet in dimensions, is used for 
storing carriages, carts, etc., near the railroad. 
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A HOMELIKE RETREAT. 

THE MODEL ESTABLISHMENT OF THE FNTERNATIONAL 
CURE ASSOCIATION. 

In th^ beautiful four'Story stone and brick building. 
520 First avenue, just west of Grand Hotel, the Interna- 
tional Cure Association has' established k most attractive 
home for patients desiring treatment for the drink disease 
For convenience, beauty and comfort a better selection 
could not have been made. Located in the very center of the 
city, in touch of its business houses, hotels and boarding 
bouses, it possesses all the summery attractions of a pleas- 
ure resort, for it faces upon the beautiful Bayliss Park, 
with its grand trees and sparkling fountains. Arrange- 
ments are being made to provide patients also with ample 
opportunities for outdoor recreations, such as lawn tennis, 
croquet, quoits, etc. With private grounds in the rear 
and the public park in front, those who frequent the insti- 
tution may lead as retired or as active a life as may best 
please their inclinations. Entering the almost palatial ap- 
pearing building, one finds the interior attractive and 
commodious. The reception room impresses one with the 
home likeness of the place. Through the great plate win- 
dow in the front, one looks out upon th^ beauties of the 
park. A large iire-place, with artistic mantel, suggests in 
contrast the requisite for cheerfulness in the chilly evening 
time. Leading from the reception room is the parlor for 
the use of the physicians, and their room for examinations, 
consultation and treatment, together with a little dispensary, 
closeted at one side. Further along the hallway are bath- 
rooms and toilet-rooms, and private rooms for the use of 
patients in special cases, where constant care and con- 
tinued attendance is required. Then there are the club 
rooms proper, which are open to the use of all. Games 
are here provided, and anything needful to make the time 
pass pleasantly. The tables in the reading-room are strewn 
with the latest and best literature. Throughout the estab- 
lishment there is an air of real comfort and cleanliness, and 
competent judges declare it to be one of the most com- 
pletely equipped institutions in the West. The association is 
under the control of such well-known citizens as W. J. 
Davenport, of the C, B. & Q., City Marshal Templeton, 
Postmaster Trey nor. City Auditor Gould and Colonel Tul- 
leys. Mr. J. E Harkness is the business director and Dr. 
Treynor the medical director. 



W. C. STACY. 

There can be no denial that Council Bluffs and vicinity 
are growing in wealth and population and that investments 
made now in houses and lands cannot prove otherwise than 
profitable in the near future. Mr. W. C. Stacy has been 
handling realty in Council Bluffs since 1885, and he brings 
to bear on his business a wide range of practical experience. 
He has the fullest confidence and esteem of owners of realty 
capitalists and the public generally and being familiar with 
the forms of safe transfer and of the present and prospec- 
tive value of improved and vacant city and sub- 
urban property. He is enabled to dispose of holdings 
for owners and to make investments for capitalists or for 
the man of limited means desirous of securing a house of 
his own or a lot to build on. Besides handling property 
in Council Bluffs and environs, he makes a specialty of 
Western farm lands and ranches, timber and mining prop- 
erties, and has splendid opportunities for securing bargains 
for his patrons. He also leases and rents real property 
of every description, takes the entire management of 
estates, collects rentals, negotiates and obtains loans. Mr. 
Stacy was born in St. Lawrence County. N. Y., and has lived 
in the West since 1855. He has been in Council Bluffs for 
twelve years, and is a gentleman meriting the most implicit 
confidence. His office is Room 4, Opera House Block, 
opposite the post office. 



THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK. , 

One of (he representative financial institutions of Coun- 
cil Bluffs, which is contributing materially to the pros- 
perity of the city, is the First National Bank, located on 
Main street and ^roadway. This reliable bank was founded 
in 1855. and in 1865 was reorganized unden the national 
banking laws, with a paid-up capital of $100,060. The 
banks policy has ever.b^n to promote, as far^as is consist- 
ent with its own safety, the general well-being of the' 
mercantile and manufacturing interests of the city. The 
following well-known gentlemen are the officers, and direct- 
ors, viz: Geo. P. Sandford, president; A. W. Riekman, 
cashier. Directors: Geo. P. Sandford. A. W. Riekman, 
Wm. Siedentopf, J. F. Sandford and Conrad Geise. The 
bank transacts a general banking exchange and collection 
business, and draws drafts direct on the principal cities 
of America and Europe, deals in foreign exchange, discounts 
first-class commercial paper, and buys and sells United 
States and their reliable bonds. Th^ last statement issued 
May 17, 1892, presents the finances of the bank in a most 
flourishing and substantial condition, viz: The resources 
amounted to $518,347 and the liabilities to $318,347.18. 
In addition to the capital stock of $100,000, the bank 
had a surplus fund of $600,000 and undivided profits 
amounting to $4,080.81. Mr. Sanford. the president, and 
Mr. Riekman, the cashier, were elected to their present 
positions in 1890. Mr. Riekman was formerly connected 
with the Council Bluffs Savings Bank. The bank solicits 
the accounts of corporations, firm^, manufacturers and 
others, and its future prospects are of the most encourag- 
ing character. 

COUNCIL BLUFFS CARPET COMPANY. 

This successful and enterprising company is located at 
407 Broadway. Its business was established fourteen years 
ago by Messrs. Orcutt & Cassady, who were succeeded a 
year later by Treynor & Stockert. The latter, after seven 
years, admitted to partnership Mr. D W. Keller, and then 
the present style of the concern was adopted. The com- 
pany occupy a handsome three-story brick building and 
basement. 20x66 feet in area. Here is displayed an im- 
mense and elegant stock of carpets in brussels, wiltons, 
axminsters, tapestry, hemp and wood; oilcloths, rugs, mats, 
matting, etc., a specialty being made of draperies and 
upholstery. Six assistants are employed, and the 
trade extends throughout NebraskaT, Iowa and Wy- 
oming. One traveling salesman is also employed. Mr. 
I. M. Treynor is a native of this city, and in 1889 was 
appointed postmaster, which position he still holds. Mr. 
Stockert was bom in Bavaria and Mr. Keller in Pennsyl- 
vania. They have won success by sheer energy and merit. 

COUNCIL BLUFFS LUMBER COMPANY. 

The important and growing lumber interests of Council 
Bluffs are ably represented by the Council Bluffs Lumber 
Company, doing business at 900 South Main street. The 
company was incorporated under the laws of Iowa in 1887, 
with a capital of $25,000, the executive being composed of 
Mr. Renfrew Stevenson as president; M.J. Irons as vice- 
president and H. Stevenson as secretary and treasurer. 
The yards on the corner of Ninth avenue have dimensions 
of 800x150 feet, and are well provided with railway facili- 
ties, both the Union Pacific and the Chicago, Burlington 
& Quinoy having tracks immediately adjoining. The stock 
embraces white and yellow pine lumber of superior quality, 
and lumber and timber of every kind, besides builders' 
material, such as sash, doors, blinds, moldings, shingles, 
lath, builders' paper and cement. In addition, a fine stock 
of hard and soft coal is carried. The Messrs. Stevenson are 
natives of Wisconsin. Mr. Renfrew Stevenson is vice-presi- 
dent of the Star Union Lumber Company of Omaha where he 
resides. Mr. H. Stevenson exercises a close personal su(>er- 
vision over every detail of the business, and is popular. 
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OQDEN IRON WORKS COMPANY. 

A leading manufactaring concern of Council Bluffs is 
that known: as the Oji^den Iron Works Company, incorpo- 
rated under the la^s of this state with $50,000 capital. 
This company is a credit to the city, and has done much 
for its development by the high character of the work 
turned out, and the standing of the gentlemen who manage 
its affairs. The offices are located at 1100 to 1200 Tenth 
avenue, the premises Covering an eqtire square. The 
buildings are 40x120 feet in dimensions, the foundry being 
45x85 in size, engine room 20x30 with separate casting 



C. E. BELL 
The beauty of architecture and superiority of design to 
be seen in the buildings of Council Bluffs and Omaha is due 
to the progressiveness and capacity of local designers rather 
than to the architects from the larger centers. These gen- 
tlemen have appreciated local needs, and from careful 
study and familiarity with the requirements have succeeded 
in producing most creditable results. Among the leading 
architects of this section is Mr. C. E. Bell, whose office is 
located at Rooms 405 and 466, Sapp Block, Council Bluffs. 
This business was established four years ago by Allen ft 



room and blacksmith shop. There are large yards with 
railroad facilities in connection. The equipment in ma- 
chinery and facilities is complete in every particular. 
Power is furnished from a perfect steam plant with ample 
sized Ogden automatic engine and boiler of which they 
make a specialty, provided with their improved device for 
separating water from steam, and everything is in the 
most perfect order. All kinds of architectural iron work is 
made a specialty. Gray iron, brass and phosphorous 
bronze castings are made to order, steam engines, boilers 
and all kinds of iron work are constructed. Jobbing is 
promptly attended to. Fifteen experienced workmen are 
employed, and the pay roll equals over $250 per w^k. The 
trade is drawn from all sections of the United States. 
The officers of the company are well known, and are gen- 
tlemen of the highest social and financial standing. The 
president, Mr C. B. Waite, is also a large stockholder in 
the Wier-Shugart Implement Company; Mr. J P. Weaver, 
vice-president, is president of the Globe Publishing Com- 
pany, and Mr. Thomas Officer, treasurer, is senior member 
of the banking firm of Officer & Pussey of Council Bluffs. 
F. Ogden, the secretary and mechanical engineer, is the 
patentee of the Ogden Automatic £n|!;ine. He started thn 
works and organized the company four years ago. The 
directors are Hon. G. F. Wright and Hon. J. R. Reed. 
Hon. G. F. Wright is one of the best known men in Council 
Bluffs, and is connected with all prominent enterprises, the 
motor line, gas works, water works and many other enter- 
prises. Hon. J. R. Reed, ex-Congressman and ex-Judge 
of the Supreme Court of Iowa, is now United States Judge 
of Disputed Land Claims, to which office he was appointed 
by President Harrison. The business is of the most stable 
character, and is being increased steadily and most satis- 
factorily. 



Beii. and after changing to Bell & Berlinghof. the present 
style was adopted in 1891. Mr. Bell does a very extensive 
business and finds his services in constant demand. He 
employs three competent draughtsmen and both plans and 
superintends the erection of buildings. He erected the 
Kellon School House of Omaha, which has sixteen rooms, 
also the Baldwin Block, Sapp Block, Marcus Block, Archer 
Block, Sandburn Block of this city, and also the Harlan 
Court House, Harlan, Iowa. Mr. Bell is a native of 
Bloomingdale, 111 , and has resided in Council Bluffs a 
number of years. He is a capable architect of the highest 
business and professional standing and one who has numer- 
ous friends. 



STERLING MANUFACTURING COMPANY. 

The importance of Council Bluffs as a distributing cen- 
ter is well illustrated in its having many of the leading 
manufacturing concerns of the United States represented 
here. This is especially true in reference to the manu- 
facture of agricultural implements, for which an immense 
demand has been created throughout the West. The lead- 
ing concern in its line here is the Sterling Manufacturing 
Company, of Sterling, 111. This splendid concern was in- 
corporated under the Illinois laws in 1869, and has increased 
steadily in wealth and trade until its trade mark has be- 
come familiar throughout the United States and many parts 
of the old world. It has extensive factories at sterling, 
111 , with facilities unsurpassed and yearly output enormous. 
This company has maintained a branch office here for five 
years and have recently opened a branch house at 1226 
South Main street, finely appointed for the display of their 
line and the handling of goods in any quantity. The busi- 
ness here is under the management of Mr. F. A. Bixby. 
He is a native of Illinois and is an aggressive and capable 
man. thoroughly posted in his business, and one that will 
more than maintain the reputation of his house. 
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BROWN'S C. O. D. COUNCIL BLUFFS GROCERY. 

It is always a matter of sincere gratification to any com- 
munity to have located in their midst such a thoroughly 
reliable dealer as Mr. Eli Brown, who established his pop- 
ular business some years ago, and whose store is located at 
Fourth and Broadway. TLe premises utilized comprise 
the neat two-story brick and basement of the above ad- 
dress, and each floor is 24x86 feet in dimensions, while it 
is fitted up with all the most modern contrivances for the 
preservation and rapid handling of the large stock carried. 
A first-class stock of fancy and staple groceries, as well as 
of all lines of country prodtice is constantly carried, in- 
cluding the best crops of teas, fragrant mocha, Java and 
other coffees, spices, sugars, dried fruits, canned goods of 
every description, imported and domestic sauces, pickles, 
relishes and condiments, foreign and domestic fruits, nuts, 
etc., biscuits, crackers, cheese, flour, meal, beans, rice, 
vegetables of all kinds and at all seasons, baking powder, 
sodas, salt and general groceries. Ten assistants are em- 
ployed, and each is attired in white aprons, jackets and 
caps. No pains are spared to satisfactorily meet the wishes 
of all patrons, and several delivery wagons are constantly 
busy delivering orders to all parts of the city. This house 
is the leading one of its kind in Council Bluffs, and only a 
first-lass and fresh stock is carried, and prices are always 
reasonable and hard to duplicate elsewhere. Mr. Brown 
is a middle aged gentleman, and is a native of Indiana. He 
has resided in this section for many years, and has secured 
the patronage of our leading citizens. He is a gentleman 
of experience and standing in business affairs, and thor- 
oughly conversant with all the details of his chosen line of 
trade. ____— _^. 

L. C. BRACKETT. 

As an able and proficient exponent of this trade, we 
, would call the attention of our readers to the establishment 
owned and controlled by Mr. L. C. Brackett, located at 
555 Broadway. Mr. Brackett founded this enterprise in 
1872. and has occupied the present quarters for five years. 
The store, which is 22x50 feet, is very neatly fitted up and 
tastefully arranged, while the basement which is of the 
same dimensions, is used for storing. The assortment 
which is of superior character, comprises school supplies, 
text books, maps, globes, etc., historical, biographical, 
geographical and scientific works, art publications, all the 
standard novels, fiction and romance, books in great variety, 
periodicals, magazines and reviews, general miscellany, 
office requisites, writing pads, tablets, memoranda, note 
books, bill heads, etc., also a full and fine line of station- 
ery in all the newest and latest designs, plain and fancy 
cards, etc. Three polite assistants are in attendance, and 
all orders are promptly filled and patrons receive every 
attention. Moderation in prices is a feature of this estab- 
lishment, and few, if any, carry a larger and better stock 
than this house. Mr. Brackett is a gentleman of middle 
age. and is a native of Vermont. He has been a resident 
of this city for twenty years, and has a wide circle of 
friends here, owing to his pleasing manners and honorable, 
liberal business methods. . 



A. R. WOODFORD. 

Among the enterprising and successful job printers of 
this busy locality is Mr. A. R. Woodford, whose premises 
are conveniently located at 419 Broadway, and who, al- 
though but recently established here in business, has 
secured a leading position in the foremost ranks of the 
trade. Mr. Woodford is a native of Ohio and of middle 
age. He came to Council Bluffs eight months ago and at 
once established himself in this business. He runs three 
improved presses and has every facility for the successful 
conduct of a commercial printing office, including a very 
fine and varied assortment of the newest styles of type. 



borders, ornaments, etc. His specialties are letter heads, 
note heads, bill heads, statements, programmes, invitations, 
business cards and envelopes, all of which he executes in 
first-class style and at remarkably low prices. Another 
feature of his business is the manufacture of rubber stamps 
and stencils. Mr. Woodford is a member of A. O. U. W. 
and has a large and influential patronage among the best 
commercial men of the city. 



CARBON COAL COMPANY. 

A leading and highly representative business concern of 
Council Bluffs is the Carbon Coal Company, whose head- 
quarters are at 10 Pearl street. This business was estab- 
lished three years ago by the present proprietors, Messrs. 
George F. Wright and J. H. E. Clark, who have succeeded 
in building up a most creditable trade, both wholesale and 
retail. They supply many of the leading manufacturers, 
business houses, dealers and families with all the fuel they 
use. The yards are located at Sixteenth avenue and Fourth 
street, and are equipped with ample sheds for the storage 
of 8,000 tons of coal. The concern handles fully 40.000 
tons of coal annually from mines in Iowa, Illinois and 
Missouri, and also from the anthracite districts of the East. 
Wood. coke, charcoal, kindling, blacksmiths' coal, etc., are 
also sold. Fifteen hands are employed, and several teams 
are utilized for delivery purposes. Two .clerks are em- 
ployed in the office, and all orders receive prompt atten- 
tion. Messrs. Wright & Clark are both Eastern men who 
have been popular residents of Council Bluffs a number of 
years. 

SWANSON MUSIC COMPANY. 

That "music hath charms,*' etc, cannot be better 
exemplified than by paying a visit to the store of the Swan- 
son Music Company, which is located in the Masonic 
Temple Building, and is a very temple of musical art. The 
business was established seven years ago by Messrs. N. J. 
and C. E. Swanson. They handle all the leading makes of 
pianos and organs, also musical merchandise of every de- 
scription, violins, mandolins, guitars, banjos, flutes, reed 
instruments, band music, music books, strings, etc.. and a 
special feature of their trade is the repairing of all kinds 
of instruments. The firm does the principal piano tuning 
business in Council Bluffs, and for a small fee will keep 
pianos in order throughout the year. Their goods are all 
of guaranteed quality, and offered at lowest prices. Messrs. 
Swanson are both born musicians and natives of Germany, 
but have been in this country for the past thirty years, and 
in Council Bluffs for seven years. They are members of 
the order of Redmen and of the Woodmen of America, and 
are accepted authorities on all musical matters. 



THE UNION ABSTRACT AND TRUST COMPANY. 

The Union Abstract and Trust Company was organized 
January 1, 1890. It owns the most complete set of abstract 
records in the State of Iowa. Chas. M. Hart, a prominent 
attorney of Council Bluffs, is president, and E. E. Hart, a 
responsible investment banker, is vice-president; E. S. 
Allen, one of the most competent abstracters in the county, 
secretary; B. F. Wadsworth, is the treasurer, and S. B. 
Wadsworth, general manager. The abstracts of this com- 
pany are prepared in the most approved style, are pre- 
ferred by all loan companies, and have never been ques- 
tioned by anyone. S. B. Wadsworth is also in the fire in- 
surance and loan business During the last five years, he 
has placed a half million dollars in loans, all of which are 
paid promptly as they fall due. These people have the 
best companies in the insurance business, and write insur- 
ance in a careful manner at reasonable rates. Offices. 306 
Main street and 207 Pearl street, Council Bluffs, Iowa. 
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KIEL'S HOTEL AND LIVERY STABLES. n 

Kiel's Hotel, located at 501 to 507 Main street, opposite 
the County Court House, is one of the most popular hotels 
io Council Bluffs. It was established in 1877 by the 
present proprietors, Messrs. D. Hoist and H. Spetman, 
who have made it a popular and first-class hotel in every 
respect, and secured, as a consequence, a liberal patronage. 
The hotel building is a fine three-story brick structure 
78xlC0 feet in dimensions, and contains seventy rooms. It 
is fitted up in an elegant manner and has oak stair cases, a 
splendid reading room and office, parlors, baths, barber 



shop, etc. The rooms are well lighted, ventilated and 
elegantly furnished, and everything bears an air of neatness 
and comfort. The hotel is conducted on the American plan, 
the rates being $ LOO per day and upwards. The hotel is 
centrally located on Main street, and is near the railroad, 
theaters, etc. Mr. Hoist was bom in Germany, and has re- 
sided in Council Bluffs twenty years. Mr. Spetman was born 
in Iowa., and has lived here a long time. Fine 
livery stables, known as the Kiel Stables, are run 
in connection with the hotel at the corner of Fourth street 
and Fifth avenue, by Mr. Fred. Davis. These are 50x70 
feet in dimensions and have accommodations for one hun- 
dred horses. These stables, during the ten years of their 
existence, have commanded a very large and liberal 
patronage. Here are to be found the finest class of horses 
and rigs in the city, and at prices that cannot be surpassed 
elsewhere. The service is prompt and reliable at all times, 
and a specialty is made of light livery and of the boarding 
of horses. Mr. Davis, who is one of our most popular 
citizens, is a native of Illinois, has resided in Council Bluffs 
for the past thirty years, and has been engaged in the livery 
business here for fifteen years. 



LOUGEE & TOWLE. 

There are at all times people seeking to invest capital in such 
a manner as to insure to them the utmost element of safety com- 
bined with a reasonable rate of income. Among those firms 
in the northwest who make the wants of the investor and 
borrower their constant study, and whose reputation 
for affording accurate information and for possessing that 
intelligence and thorough integrity which conduce to suc- 
cess, the name of Lougee & Towle of Council Bluffs stands 
second to none. They negotiate loans on improved, vacant 
and farm property, buy and sell mortgages, and city, subur- 
ban and rural real estate for investors or speculators, make 
loans on live stock, grain in elevators and all collaterals. 
They also give particular attention to the management of 
property for non-residents, pay taxes and do a general 
banking and brokerage business. Messrs. Lougee & Towle 
always have desirable realty and securities for sale and can 
offer better inducements to those seeking good paying in- 
vestments than any other firm in this section. The office 
of the firm is at 285 Pearl street. It is handsomely fitted 
up. and every convenience is at hand to facilitate business 



transactions. Mr. F. C. Lougee is a native of Plymouth, 
N. H., came here five years ago, and for a long time was 
with M. P. Dodge, realty operator. Mr. Charles Burr 
Towle wai born in Boston, came here in 1887 and was for- 
merly cashier of the banking house of Kimball & Champ. 
They have been associated and established in business since 
October, 1891, and are known and esteemed in financial 
circles for business ability, sterling integrity and worth. 



JOHNSTON & VAN PATTEN. 

Among the most enterprising houses engaged in the real 
estate business in Council Bluffs, is that managed and con- 
trolled by Messers. Johnston & Van Patten, Room 6, Ever- 
ett Block, Pearl street. This enterprise was established 
by the present firm five years ago and has been eminently 
successful. The firm carry on a general line of operations 
as loan and real estate agents, furnishing tax and title 
searches. Special attention is given to the sale, letting and 
exchange of realty, of which a long and important list is 
always to be found. Estates of absentees are also care- 
fully looked after, rents collected, taxes paid, etc.. and the 
utmost care given to their management, the whole at very 
moderate terms. The offices are conveniently located, 
being on one of the best corners in the city, and provided 
with all the necessary data and material to enable investors 
to arrive at a speedy and perfect comprehension of the sit- 
uation of real estate in Council Bluffs and vicinity, as well 
as in regard to land throughout the Western States, in 
which they do an extensive business, having one of the 
largest lists to be found anywhere. Mr. Johnston is a 
native of Pennsylvania, and Mr. Van Patten was born in 
New York. Both gentlemen have resided in this city for 
five years, and command the confidence of all classes We 
strongly recommend visitors to Council Bluffs anticipating 
any deals in realty to give these gentlemen a call. It will 
be to their interest to do so. 



SANDWICH MANUFACTURING COMPANY.-W. M. 
JONES, GENERAL AGENT. 

/imong the implements indispensable to the progressive 
farmer is the corn-sheller, the standard of which is the 
celebrated Sandwich shellers. In 1856, the manufacture 
of these corn-shellers was begun at Ssindwich, III , by 
Adams & Sons, which firm was reorganized in 1867 under 
the name of the Sandwich Manufacturing Company, hav- 
ing a paid-in capital of $500,000. Of the present company. 
Mr. J. P. Adams, is the secretary and treasurer, and 
H.A. Adams, superintendent. The company owns 
a factory at Sandwich covering several acres of 
ground, and giving employment to a large num- 
ber of workmen. Shellers are manufactured in all 
sizes, from the one-hole hand-power machine to the 
powerful eight-hole machine requiring a ten horse-power. 
The company also manufactures horse-powers, grinders, 
barrel carts, mowers, jacks, circular saws, rigs, hay presses 
and some other agricultural appliances, but make a spe- 
cialty of the shellers which have been the standard in this 
class of machinery from the first, being made of the very 
best material, and finished in a superior manner. The 
company has branch houses at Kansas City, Missouri, 
Buenos Ayers, Montevideo and Sidney, Australia, as well 
as the Council Bluffs branch which has been established 
ten years. It is under the able and successful manage- 
ment of Mr. W. M. Jones, who has been connected with 
the company for twenty years. The business is conducted 
at the corner of South Main and Fifteenth streets, where 
a commodious two-story building is occupied. The com- 
pany also acts as distributing agents for other agricultural 
implement houses, and employ twenty persons at this 
branch. The trade is throughout Nebraska, the Dakotas, 
Colorado, Kansas and the West. 
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J. W. SQUIRE. 

Mr. J. W. Squire has been for more than twenty years 
engaged in the sole occupation of loaning money upon real 
estate security, and investing funds for banks, estates and 
private individuals. No better proof that he is perfectly 
conversant with this business is required than that he is 
still actively employed in attending to the investments of 
an increasing circle of clients. Added to his thorough 
knowledge of real property values is a rare judgment of 
men. and the two have never permitted him to make a 
losing investment. Every detail, from the time a loan is 
applied for until it is paid off, has his personal and undi- 
vided attention, and the result is, millions of dollars wisely 
and safely invested. Mr. $quire's business is confined to 
Omaha and Council Bluffs city loans, and to loans upon 
farms in the surrounding rich agricultural country— the 
blue grass region of Iowa— fertile beyond belief, where a 
failure of crops has never been known. Recently it has 
been discovered that this soil is singularly adapted to the 
growth of fruits, it being identical in composition with that 
of the vine-growing districts of the Rhine, while a home 
market consumes the entire crop. Mr. Squire's offices in 
Omaha and Council Bluffs have been specially fitted for 
the purpose for which they are used. In the Council 
Bluffs office is the most valuable abstract of title plant in 
Iowa, complete as to all farm lands and town lots in the 
county, and an invaluable aid in making real estate loans. 
Mr. Squire personally is known as genial, frank, a keen 
observer, and a conservative business man. The trite 
saying "a jack at all trades masters none " was never truer 
than in this last decade of the nineteenth century. In 
an age of specialism the man who has learned one thing, 
and that one thing well, has acquired the secret of business 
success— not to spread out too thin. 



a T. McATEE. 

This gentleman is a native of St. Louis and came to 
Council Bluffs some years ago. In 1884 established his 
present grocery which he is now conducting with marked 
succ^s. His store at 2-34 Main street has a frontage of 22 
feet and extends through to 238 Pearl street, a distance of 
80 feet. The stock of goods carried is complete, and em- 
braces everything in the line of staple goods, high flavored 
teas, fragrant coffees, pure spices, sugars, syrups, also fam- 
ily flour, cereals, prime butter, cheese and provisions. A 
specialty is made of fancy groceries, and these include 
hermetically sealed fruits, vegetables, meats, oysters, table 
luxuries, sauces, pickles, preserves, jam, jellies, raisins, 
currants, figs, nuts, foreign green and dried fruits, also 
rich, toothsome confectionery, chocolates, caramels, 
creams, etc. Seven clerks are employed and three deliv- 
ery wagons are in service. Mr. McAtee is agent for the 
celebrated Monarch brand canned goods. As a business 
man and citizen, Mr. McAtee is popular. 



J. C. BIXBY. 



Mr. ]. C. Bixby of this city has devoted many years to 
the study of the science of heating, ventilation and plumb- 
ing and has acquired a high reputation as one of the best 
of sanitary engineers hereabouts. For two years he was a 
member of the firm of Bixby & Wo)d, but since 1882 has 
been in business alone. He is located at 202 Merriam 
Block on Main street, and occupies a spacious salesroom 
and workshop. Employing from fifteen to twenty trained 
workmen, and having all improved appliances he is pre- 
pared to execute all kinds of work in steam and hot water 
beating and sanitary ventilation and plumbing. He fur- 
nishes pipes and fittings, and gives, his personal supervision 
to all orders intrusted to him. The public institutions, 



churches, hotels, schoolhouses and residences in which he 
tias placed steam are numerous. Mr. Bixby carries a full 
line of pipe and fittings, all the latest improved sanitary 
devices, steam and water supplies, gas fixtures. Estimates 
are cheerfully furnished. Mr. Bixby is a native of Cleve- 
land. Ohio, but for thte past twelve years has resided in 
Council Bluffs. He has been a state steamboat inspector 
for more than three years, and is a business man of unques- 
tioned reputation. 



FRATERNAL INVESTMENT ASSOCIATION. 

This is the age of co-operation and the wise men are 
those who. reading the signs of the times, combine with 
their fellows and achieve results that could not be attained 
in any other way. To foster this idea and to put it into 
practical operation, the Fraternal Investment Association 
of Council Bluffs has been formed and incorporated under 
the laws of this state. The officers are gentlemen who are 
well and prominently known in the leading business and 
financial circles of the city, and have the indorsement of 
the leading bankers, merchants and professional gentlemen. 
The officers are as follows: Geo. M. Gould, supreme secre- 
tary; R. C. Booth, supreme supervisor of loans; M. H. 
Chamberlin, supreme cabinetor; Fred. B Warner, su- 
preme vice-cabinetor; J. M. Flagler, supreme treasurer; 
A. A. Hart, supreme organizer. .This association is mu- 
tual in the strictest sense of the term, and issues certifi- 
cates 'to members which mature every two years. Houses 
are built and money loaned on real estate, and the monthly 
installment plan of payments are operative A very liberal 
membership is had, and the association has become very 
popular. Mr. R. C. Booth is the leading spirit of the asso- 
ciation and is a gentleman who is worthy of the largest 
confidence He is a native of Massachusetts who has re- 
sided in Council Bluffs since 1891, and has made numerous 
friends by whom he is highly esteemed. Dr. M. H. Cham- 
berlain, supreme cabinetor, is the famous eye, ear and 
throat surgeon, and is known all over this section. He is 
very successful in the treatment of these special diseases, 
and stands high in the public estimation. 



W. N. YOUNG. 

One of the most popular among the well-known respon- 
sible druggists in Council Bluffs, is Mr. W. N. Young. He 
is a thoroughly accomplished pharmacist, a regular licen- 
tiate of the Iowa State Board of Pharmacy, and during his 
business career in this city has ever enjoy^ the unbounded 
confidence of all his many patrons Mr. Young who was 
bom in the State of New Jersey and came West, located in 
this city and has since become quite prosperous. He has 
been engaged in the drug business on his own account five 
years, succeeding Dr. l3eekin who had been established 
since 1881. The store located at 416 Broadway is cen- 
trally located, and very tastefully fitted up The show and 
wall cases are of new design, the prescription laboratory is 
admirably equipped and a conspicuous feature is a handsome 
soda water fountain. A general stock of drugs, family med- 
icines, pharmaceutical preparations, tinctures, extracts, etc. 
is always carried, also elegant perfumes and toilet articles. 
Only the freshest and purest drugs and chemicals are 
used in the laboratory which is under Mr. Young's per- 
sonal supervision, and physicians' prescriptions and family 
recipes are compounded with that care and skill his long 
experience enables him to exercise. Besides drugs and 
medicines, a full stock of paints, oils, glass, etc., and all' 
those articles generally denominated druggists' sundries are 
kept in stock. Medicines are compounded accurately and 
promptly at all hours, and night bell calls receive prompt 
response. x- c 
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